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HEADMASTER’S
ADDRESS
Speech Day 2019
Our role is to arm our children with the tools to clear the path
ahead of them... not to clear the path for them.
As I end my second year as Headmaster,
I would like to think I have a slightly
better idea of what is going on than I
did 2 years ago, or even 12 months ago.
Some of you may disagree with this
assessment but I hope not too many!
I wrote this speech on a train having
spent the day in London attending a
conference on wellbeing, which continues to
be an important and highly charged word
when looking at any institution, but in
particular schools. I received two pieces of
advice about how to improve my own
wellbeing. One was to spend more time with
my wife. The second piece of advice
sounded far more appealing, as I was
advised to spend more time looking after
myself. Dawn is absolutely delighted that
this has justified my decision to head off on
a 3-night golf tour followed by a weekend
away in the South of France in August
without the family, all in the order to
maintain my wellbeing!
Ultimately, and I try not to sound
patronising when I say this, but achieving
positive wellbeing is all about happiness.

One thing I did learn at this conference was
the etymology of the word happy, which is
happ, which is from the Olde Norse word
which means to flourish. Flourishing means
that life is going well. It then set out the
ways in which the state of flourishing can
be achieved. As I heard this being described,
I could not help but realise that we, as a
School, did a great deal of what they were
suggesting on a daily basis.
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Much of this revolves around the
importance of having laughter as part of the
daily diet. I am delighted to report that
laughter fills up a great deal of my day.
There are not many professions where you
get to laugh or smile as much as I do – a
strange thing perhaps for a Headmaster to
say, but it’s true. I see it every day, and
could share dozens of anecdotes.
At the conference in London, a
question was posed to the audience by a
Professor from Oxford University. He asked
what we thought the best way was to predict
the future happiness of our children at the
age of 16. Was it a) academic achievement,
b) behaviour, c) emotional health. It is so
obvious when you put it like that, but the
best way to predict how our children are
going to be is assessing their emotional
health at 16. I use a lovely phrase which I
unashamedly use frequently, which is that
happy cows produce more milk. The same
goes for humans, both children and adults.
And I hope you would agree that the
overwhelming majority of the adults and
children in our community are happy and

flourishing. For those who are not, we, as
parents and as educators, must work
together to do something about it.
Our purpose is to try and ensure as
best we can that those who spend their time
with us have excellent emotional health.
Having worked in education, sport and
banking, I have not worked in a more
genuinely happy community. Do not get me
wrong, I am not naïve enough to think we

are there yet in ensuring everyone has the
emotional health that they require, and we
will, in conjunction with you, continue to
strive to ensure we can do all we can to
support our children and our community to
achieve a sense of inner-contentment. As of
next year, we will be inviting parents into
Saturday morning seminars to discuss some
of the key issues that face our children.
We will be sharing a pastoral calendar to
explain the key support messages we offer
throughout the year, tied into our Wellbeing
programme, assemblies and visiting
speakers. We are also looking at redeveloping
the school website to include an area
devoted to explaining pastoral care at the
school. We have Mental Health specialists
coming to deliver Staff INSET
in September. This is something we take
exceptionally seriously.

"What we need to be
doing is preparing our
young people the best we
can for the life they will live
beyond these shores. "
And what do we do with an
environment that creates warmth and
belonging? We spend a great deal of time
thinking, discussing and implementing this
issue. And what we need to be doing is
preparing our young people the best we can
for the life they will live beyond these
shores. And that responsibility is ours, as
parents and as educators. The best
quotation I have heard in summarising our
responsibility is that our role is to arm our
children with the tools with which to clear
the path ahead of them. Our job is not to
clear the path for them. This is so
important, arguably more important than
any grade achieved, instrument played or
victory earned. We have a duty to prepare
them for when we are not around to support
them. To do that we must allow them to
fail. It was Aristotle who said that
‘occasional failure is part of the normal
learning curve.’
There are two main ways I have
learnt in which this can be achieved. Firstly,
‘doing it scared.’ Allowing our children to
fail in a safe environment, and learning to
deal with that disappointment. In the last
week of term I save the most difficult

decision of all, which is to select the Head
Boy and Head Girl for the following year.
This year I interviewed 17 who put their
names forward for the top two spots, who
have bravely thrown their hat into the ring
to be considered. On the one hand, it is
humbling that so many feel they could do
the job. However, we had to select two, and
whilst it was wonderful doing so, it is
difficult letting down 15 others. However,
this is life. The test of those 15 who have
missed out will be how they respond to this
disappointment. Our role is to allow our
children to fail in a safe environment, and
then to offer guidance and support on how
to overcome that disappointment. Our
instinct is to try and make their pain go
away, but that is not building in our
children the resilience they need for life.
The ability to handle life’s disappointments
is a measure of strong emotional health.

"Every report or research
you read on achieving
genuine happiness revolves
about the importance of
giving back; or serving. "
The second way to develop longlasting emotional wellbeing is to teach them
the importance of values which are so closely
linked with genuine self-contentment. These
values revolve around service or altruism.
Every report or research you read on
achieving genuine happiness revolves about
the importance of giving back; or serving.
These characteristics and values are at the
heart of our purpose, and it continues to be
something of which we are tremendously
proud, but also something we look to
continue to build upon. In the past year
alone, students of our School have raised
money and then helped build two primary
school classrooms in Kipsana in Kenya, with
plans to head out there again in 12 months’
time. Our students raised a staggering
£22,000 for the My Name’5 Doddie motor
neurone disease charity in one term. They
raised £3,000 for the Centrepoint charity
raising funds for young homeless people in
the North East. This is in addition to the
work done in volunteering, and support
offered to local charities through time and
commitment. In total our children have
raised over £28,000 this year.

We have a clear idea of what our
purpose is, and I hope you feel that this is
something you associate with and buy into
as well. Exam results remain an important
assessment criteria, and we take that
exceptionally seriously, but our role is far
more than that; we strive to develop young
people with the values and character to
flourish both in their journey with us, but
also beyond.
Our hope is that we are able to
convince you that this journey lasts with us
until you are 18, and that those last two
years of the journey are the culmination and
crescendo of the journey up to that point.
For those we have been unable to convince
or provide opportunities for, we are sorry,
and for those few in the room who leave
Barney at this stage after their GCSEs, you
go with our very best wishes for the future.
Please do not be strangers, and you will
forever be Barnardians; something of which
you should be tremendously proud.
My final farewell is to the Upper Sixth,
for whom this is the final day of being
Barnardians, before being formally welcomed
as Old Barnardians in the Valedictory Service
afterwards. You have grown and developed
significantly as a year group, and whilst there
have been some ups and downs, you should
reflect with pride at the progress and impact
you have made. Go forth with courage and
endeavour; remember that confidence is a
wonderful asset, if underpinned by that most
important of qualities; humility.

Finally, we cannot and must not
stand still; we strive not just to be the best
school in Teesdale, but rather the best
school in the North of England.
I say that with no hint of arrogance,
but rather with ambition and excitement,
and a genuine belief that the ingredients are
in place for Barney to become that school.
To do that, we require the support of the
entire Barney community, both present and
former, parent and alumni, and we look
forward to sharing more information about
this with you in the new academic year.

“We cannot and must not
stand still; we strive not just
to be the best school in
Teesdale, but rather the
best school in the North
of England.”
Until then, may I take this
opportunity to thank you all for being here
today, but more importantly for your
commitment and investment; both financial
and emotional – it continues to humble me
and us. We look forward to seeing many of
you return in the new academic year, with
over 100 new Barnardians joining us. Until
then, have a wonderful summer.
ACJ
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PREP SCHOOL
HEADMISTRESS’ ADDRESS

Chairman, Mr and Mrs Jackson, ladies and gentleman and, most
importantly, boys and girls, it gives me great pleasure to welcome
you all to Prep School Speech Day today.
Once again we are fortunate to be in
this wonderful setting to celebrate
our Speech Day and the children have
yet again surpassed us all. This
afternoon we will hear about some of
the school’s highlights from the past
academic year, celebrate various
successes, give thanks and wish the
boys and girls, particularly in Year 6
who leave us today, every success as
they move onto the next stage of their
educational journey.
This year I would like to start with
the most important thanks of all; to you, our
parents. You place the greatest trust in us to
care for, educate and inspire your children.
We recognise the responsibility we bear, as
well as the privilege that we all enjoy, in
contributing to and enriching your
children’s lives. With my colleagues I thank
you for your support throughout the year.
At Prep School we provide a broad
and balanced curriculum for all, promoting
academic rigour alongside the rewards of
endeavour, the wonder of discovery and the
richness that comes from an aptitude for
life-long learning. Equally essential to the
success of our girls and boys is the
development of confidence, integrity,
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resilience and teamwork, which are learned
in a range of sports and a wealth of cultural
and co-curricular activities. The children
also learn a sense of duty, selflessness and
the importance of community.
Community is always at the heart of
everything we do and, as you walk through
Prep School, you will feel the strong
connection and warmth of our family
environment, the goals we are trying to
reach and the security and safety that we
instil in our children. Our strong
community allows our children to seize
opportunities, to open doors safely with all
thoughts valued and make mistakes along
the way. The support and guidance the
children receive from their friends and
teachers allows them to gain strength and
comfort in being a Preppie.
Throughout the year there have been
plenty of opportunities for us to come
together as a community, not just within
Prep School but as a whole school. It is at
these times that we must treasure and hold
memories close to our hearts as it is then
that we as a community are at our best. Our
Remembrance service this year was a
moving tribute to all fallen soldiers and was
of special added significance as it marked

the centenary of the First World War. As is
custom we came together outside chapel
and crosses were planted on the grass from
our youngest to our eldest child, a moving
tribute on a very cold autumnal day. The
positive difference this made on the
children to see role-models in the CCF
march through the school grounds, to see
fellow Preppies grown up and supporting
them, makes a positive difference and is
such a strength of the children’s education
at Barney.
Our Barney Run is another fine
example of inspiring our community to
possess the skills and mindset to tackle
challenges. Our youngest children took part
in our fun run, knowing they are to aspire to
the Prep Run, a longer and more challenging
run, before seeing the movement of the boys
and girls into Senior School houses and
tackling the muddy pursuits of the Barney
Run. Again, it is so heartening to see the
entire community out on the playing fields
interacting with each other.
The placing of our Pre-Prep children
into houses in September allowed us to
develop the Prep School house system
further. The older children have thoroughly
enjoyed showing compassion and support
to the younger children, whereas our
Pre-Prep have been able to observe positive
role-models throughout the year, both
helping to inspire the development of each
other. The drive within the house system
has been stronger and more communityorientated than ever and this was seen on
our Sports Day, showing how strong the
house system has become and the friendly
competitive spirit that brought the children,
staff, friends and family as one. Well done
to all who participated, to the 147 medal
winners and to Drake House, who were
triumphant in winning The Queen’s Cup.
In doing all of this we are helping to
prepare the children for life. If we get that
right the rest will flow. Focusing our time
with children, whilst guided by the aims and
values which define and support who we
are, is key to influencing the way the whole
community works. These aims inform and
are the foundation of all we do as we aim to
nurture children who will stand out from
the crowd in their future lives as interesting,
characterful individuals. They will possess
the skills set and mindset to make the most
of a fast-paced future and, above all, will
make a positive difference in the everchanging world.

Over the course of the term I have
spoken to the children about being awesome.
‘Awe’ is a complicated concept to
grasp, particularly in the eyes of a 4-yearold, and is not something you need when
sailing, as one child informed me! I tried to
help them understand that you may come
close to it when you look up at the stars, or
if you see a beautiful sunset or stunning
scenery. There is always something out
there that is bigger than you which amazes
you; the children should hold these
thoughts in the highest of respect. As a child
I was in awe of my grandfather who worked
for Pyrex and who blew wonderful glass
sculptures which sat in my grandmother’s
cabinet. These feelings of respect and
wonder when you are in awe of something,
as I explained to the children, is how I feel
every day when I look at them.
I am in awe of the positive attitudes
and the encouraging progress that has been
made as the children continue to apply
themselves in and out of the classroom.
The creativity that has unfolded within their
studies, their takeaway homework and, for
our Year 6 children, their Achievement
Award. Our Year 6 children were rewarded
for their endeavour when they undertook
their Entrance Tests to Senior School and
all performed admirably, for which they
have been congratulated.

4 play ‘The X-Factory’ and the Year 5 and 6
play ‘Oh What a Knight’. The confidence
that the children have developed as they
each take on such important roles is
outstanding, as is the way in which they all
come together in their mini community.
This has been an awesome year for
sport under the direction of Mr Burgess.
Everyone who has taken part in a fixture
should be proud of their achievements. There
have been far too many successes to mention
this year, but notable high points include the
successes of our Hockey and Rugby 7s teams,
football, our cross country events, the Year 3
dance show, girls’ cricket team successes and
our involvement in athletics.
We are such a large and busy
community where hardly a day passes
without some special event, activity or
achievement taking place and you can see
why I am in awe of the resilience the
children demonstrate, alongside the
kindness and empathy they naturally show.
Visiting parents often ask me, “What type of
pupil do you have at Prep School?” And
often, the hoped-for answer is that they are
academic high-achievers. And whilst we
push our children as much as we can, my
response is that of, “Happy children”. When
children are happy they achieve
academically in the classroom, are fine
athletes on the sports field, are capable

talented musicians, are articulate and smart
in so many ways. I explain that a Preppie is
curious, polite and the epitome of the
Barney Way, all of which will prepare them
all for their future. I explain how proud I am
of their independent spirit and daily
enthusiasm. Preppies of all ages are quite
simply … awesome!
As is usual at this time of the year we
say goodbye to some of our colleagues. Over
the year we have already said goodbye to Mrs
Lanigan O’Keeffe and Mrs Priestley. Mr and
Mrs Robson will be leaving the boarding
community after looking after our Junior
borders for the last two years and we wish
them much happiness in their new home and
a life away from school. Today we also say
goodbye to Mr Langley as he embarks on his
career break and I thank him for the two
years he has supported us at Barney.
As you all leave for the summer
holidays, Prep School will once again
become lifeless and the staff behind closed
doors will begin yet again working tirelessly
hard to get ready for another exciting year
ahead of us in September. I would like to
thank all the Prep School staff for the
wonderful and hard work that they do for
all our children. They all give so much time
to Prep School and the people in it and for
that I am eternally grateful that like me it
means so much to them.

"I am in awe of the
positive attitudes and
the encouraging progress
that has been made as
the children continue to
apply themselves in and
out of the classroom. "
The musical year has been one to
savour, playing a large part in daily life at
the school. Class lessons, individual lessons
and instrumental examinations are part of
our routine and we are pleased with the
awesome enthusiasm that the children have
for music. The house singing competition
was eagerly contested and the Gala Concert,
Pre-Prep Concerts and Christmas services
were as ever, of an excellent standard.
The children were awesome when
standing on stage, as was the case in our
Pre-Prep Nativity ‘Baubles’, the Year 3 and

barnardian review
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RECEPTION
Numbers in nature

I would also like to thank all the administration and support
staff who are so vital to us. Their work ensures that we run on an
even keel and that we can make the most of the educational ideas
and plans that we have. We are all indebted to Mrs Morse who keeps
us all on the straight and narrow and I am so grateful for how she
has balanced my busy diary this term – I know I have not made it
easy for her – she is awesome!

"I would also like to express my gratitude
to Barney Friends for their support of the
school and the parent body. Jemima
Harrison and the Class Friend
representatives have seen Barney Friends
take a new and exciting direction. "
I would also like to express my gratitude to Barney Friends
for their support of the school and the parent body. Jemima
Harrison and the Class Friend representatives have seen Barney
Friends take a new and exciting direction. Social events, parental
support, feedback to the school, new initiatives and even a bit of
fundraising for our school library; they have all given up their time
to help support Prep School, with more exciting events already on
the horizon.
This year has seen our first Head Boy and Head Girl and four
house captains take up leadership positions in Year 6 and all six of
them have been fantastic and exemplary role models to all in Prep
School. They have helped in so many ways and we are most grateful
for the impressive way that they have set about their duties. They
have all given extra and additional time required willingly and to
good effect and we are so grateful that they have been great
ambassadors for the Prep School.
Unfortunately, as is always the case, you cannot all be prize
winners, although I would like to take a moment to acknowledge and
congratulate the hard work and efforts of you all. And whilst you
may not have the opportunity to be shaking hands with Mr Langley
on the stage today you will have all received some recognition
throughout the year in our Special Mention Assemblies, our end of
Term gatherings, visiting other teachers to show work or in my office
with a Headmistress Commendation. Well done Preppies; you are
awesome!
I hope that today all our leavers are confident to meet the
challenges that lie ahead, knowing that they have developed here
their skills of focus, resilience and determination. I hope they know
too that they carry with them a firm and developing foundation of
knowledge and understanding across the curriculum. It is equally
important that all our boys and girls leave us with a sense of the
importance of helping others, not to mention a set of excellent
manners and a good number of true friendships that will endure.
We will look forward to hearing about your developments and
achievements with keen interest and anticipation and I know that
you will all excel in your new environments.
I would like to take a minute to share a wonderful leaving gift
that was given to me yesterday in the form of a poem specifically
written for me:
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World Book Day

‘An ode to Barney’ by Benjamin French

All children must be educated, it is the rule,
So I think it’s a good idea to find a great school
One where you’re happy and can be a good learner
I recommend Barney Prep led by Mrs Turner
Every day is fun with lots of laughs and smiles
Some walk to get there, some board and drive 62 miles!
From concerts to fixtures, there’s always lots to do,
Merits, commendations and special mentions too
Be respectful, Be organised that’s what we say
Be polite, Be kind, Be smart, that’s the Barney Way
Reading in chapel makes us confident and proud
We’re part of a team but can stand out from the crowd
School is where I’ve met friends, I will have forever
Teachers who encourage and support us,
I’ll forget that never
I was proud to be Head Boy and represent Prep School
At Remembrance and Speech Day in my gown
that is so cool
So when choosing a school make sure it’s a
special place to be,
I’ve loved Barney Prep, it’s where I learned to be me.
So just before I draw to a close, and in the spirit of reflection,
a few final words to our Year 6 children: be proud not just of your
achievements, but of the boys and girls you are becoming. You have
aspired, endeavoured and achieved and, I have no doubt, will continue
to do so as you travel on your journey. You are a memorable, friendly,
and multi-talented group of boys and girls and I know I speak for all
the staff when I say that we will miss you. Whatever journey you
decide on in the future, it doesn’t matter how you get there. Just make
a start, grit your teeth if things go wrong, and I know you’ll get there in
the end. It may be hard work but it will be worth it. Remember,
learning is a continuous journey that will never end, not a final
destination. This year, to remind you to always find your confidence
and dare to be brilliant, I have a small gift for you all in the form of a
book for you to treasure from your time in Prep School and remind
you of how great it is to persevere with your journey.
So I would like you to continue the awesome journey that you
are on, but to take a moment to reflect and remember how far you
have already travelled over the last seven years. Remember to take
risks, dare to fail and most importantly give it your all. Year 6, aim to
be the very best you can be at all times and I know you’ll get there
because…
You are all awesome! Thank you.
LERT

Making hand puppets

This academic year welcomed eight
boys, five girls and one teaching
assistant to our Reception class. The
children quickly got to know new
friends and routines and how to tell us
their home time pick up arrangements
in French. They started weekly
swimming lessons from week two, as
opposed to purely in the Trinity term.
Pre-Preppers became part of houses
for the first time this year. It was a pleasure
to see friendships develop and strengthen
between the younger and older pupils and
the realisation that younger pupils

Fun at The French Café

New school, new friends

sometimes teach the older pupils about
patience, manners, perseverance and
having your best go! Before we knew it,
Christmas was fast approaching so we
whizzed to see Santa at The Bowes Museum
before he started his busiest season.
Lent term began with confident
people returning to an environment in
which they felt completely ‘at home’.
A great deal of excitement surrounds the
opportunities of the extra-curricular
programme in the Lent term and the
children soon were familiar with even more
teachers and classrooms as they joined

Marvelling at marbling!

We will remember them

clubs like Traditional Crafts and Be Healthy,
Be Mindful. In The Bowes Museum Art
club, the children created a scene of ‘The
Cattle Market at Antwerp’ by van Bredael,
which was then displayed next to the
original in The Bowes Museum! Topics of
‘Polar Regions’ and ‘People Who Help Us’
enabled the children to learn about the
world around them, develop their listening,
reading and writing skills. Learning goals
are more easily achieved when special visitors
are involved, such as our school nurse
Mrs Farren and Sergeant Turner, during our
trip to the Barnard Castle Emergency Hub.
Trinity term comes around very
quickly, as did the time to wish Mrs
Bainbridge a fond farewell on her maternity
leave. Children embraced the ICT
opportunities in the classroom; the 4D
colouring ipad app and recordable buttons
were so popular.
The classroom floor was adorned
with a tangle of increasingly complex road
maps and train tracks during our ‘Journeys’
topic, which culminated in the Pre Prep
Trip to Bowness on Lake Windermere and
the opportunity for the children to travel on
a ferry and a steam train. We didn’t manage
to squeeze a flight in, but the children did
design some fabulous flying machines and
imaginary destinations!
The highlight of this year was...
impossible to choose.
CLB

Going swimming

Visiting Santa at The Bowes Museum
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YEAR 1

YEAR 2
Edinburgh
Castle’s cannons

At The Bowes Museum

We started the academic year back
in September with enthusiasm and
vigour. The Michaelmas term began
with the introduction of Forest School
with fortnightly timetabled sessions
for the first time. All the children took
to the forest area in true ‘Barney style’
and created a variety of crafts and
sampled delicious culinary delights,
which maintained its appeal
throughout the year.
‘Toys’ through the ages was the topic
for the term, which allowed the children to
explore how old-fashioned toys worked. Of
course, our very own ‘Barnaby Bear’ class
cuddly toy took an important role, as he
managed to visit every child’s home; going
on very varied adventures each week. He
even ended up visiting Santa in Lapland!
Our first trip took us to The Bowes Museum

Making a den

only a short hop away from Prep School.
Here, the children had access to a ‘hands
on’ workshop making their very own peg
dolls and having fun with some of the
Museum’s own collection of old toys.
The Lent term began with all the
children having worked very hard over the
Christmas holidays creating their own
fantastic models for the much anticipated
topic of ‘Castles’. The children were all
thrilled to enhance their learning by taking
the three-hour train journey to visit
Edinburgh Castle. All the children had a
wonderful day spotting the familiar
landmarks and features of a Medieval
Castle. The trip ended in Pizza Express,
which most would claim to be their
favourite part of the day!
The extremely busy Trinity term was
upon us in the blink of an eye. Fittingly, the

Arriving at Edinburgh Castle

National Glass Centre

summer brought the topic of ‘The Seaside’
which incorporated designing and making
puppets for the purpose of a Punch and
Judy show. Recycled materials created an
underwater scene which adorned the
corridors outside Mrs Turner’s office. Corks
were made into seahorses, Bottle tops were
turned into crabs, hanging from ceilings
were shower caps which doubled up as
octopuses and a huge shark was decorated
from newspapers.
The term ended with the Pre-Prep
trip to Windermere where they got to visit
Beatrix Potter World and a ferry across the
lake. We seemed to fly through the school
year far too quickly. The children should all
be extremely proud of themselves as they
move on to an exciting Year 2. We wish them
all the best with their future endeavours.
MLC / LERT

What a wonderful, exciting and busy
year we have had in Year 2!
Michaelmas term began with the
excitement of creating School Council
manifestos in readiness for the Prep School
elections. Later in the term we visited the
National Glass Centre in Sunderland and
the pupils had the opportunity to create a
beautiful fused tile of their own.
On a lovely crisp and sunny autumn
day the class set off on a walk around
Barnard Castle. The pupils followed town
maps and looked closely at the many
historical locations and features of our local
town. We discovered lots of secret footpaths
and were amazed by the flow and sound of
the River Tees! As the term drew closer to
Christmas the children practised hard for
the Pre-Prep Nativity play. This year it was
called ‘Baubles’ and the children worked
hard to learn all their lines, in addition to
the words and music of the wonderful
songs.
In January we embarked on our
‘China’ topic. The classroom was decorated
with all things Chinese and the pupils made
some amazing Chinese lanterns and
re-created some Chinese writing. A range of
Chinese food was sampled and everyone
had a go at chopsticks! The term finished
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with our tuneful Pre-Prep concert and all of
the Year 2 pupils performed the poem
entitiled ‘Coal Mine’ which was created and
written by the whole class.
Trinity term began with the topic of
‘Island Life’ with super sunny weather to
match. All the children created amazing
posters, PowerPoints and factsheets
describing a whole host of islands across the
world. The island of Coll from the Katie
Morag stories was our main focus and the
pupils worked hard creating 3D models of
the buildings on the island, complete with
intricate lifelike details.
Later in the term Year 2 started to
think about the move up to Year 3 and
completing the ‘Moving Up Challenge’.
Everyone tried really hard, learning,
amongst other things, how to tie shoelaces
and ties in order to become more
independent at school; well done Year 2!
The year drew to a close with fantastic
events such as Sports Day, Teddy Bears
Picnic and an exciting trip to the Lake
District, all of which were thoroughly
enjoyed by everyone. It has been an
amazing year and I wish the children well as
they embark on the next step of their Prep
School journey.
LER

Art and Design

Launching rocket mice in Science

Forest School fun

Electing our school Councillor

The Bowes Museum

Circuits in Science

Making peg dolls

Receiving our instructions!

Class walk around Barnard Castle

WW1 Day

World Book Day 2019

We loved learning about our topic Katie Morag and Island Life
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YEAR 3

YEAR 4
Breakfast with the early risers

Human bar charts

Visiting The Bowes Museum

The year has passed all too quickly in a whirlwind of hard
work, trips and good fun! Year 3 is always a big change for
the children, with new uniform, different lessons and more
teachers to meet. This did not, however, put our children
off and they have embraced every challenge thrown at
them this year!
Forest School was just one of the new things the children were
introduced to. They have lit fires, used tools and built a whole variety
of weird and wonderful shelters over the course of the year. Come rain
or shine, their enthusiasm and commitment for undertaking the
various different activities have remained consistent.

Riding the train at Newby Hall

Cooking Medusa bread snakes
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Ice creams in the sunshine

Paddington was our Creative Topic in Michaelmas and the
children enjoyed Paddington-related activities across the
curriculum. Early in the year, they travelled to Newby Hall where
they met one of the first ever Paddington bears to be produced!
South America, and all things related, were brought together with
our favourite bear through our ‘Evening with Year 3’. The children
danced, sang and performed to parents in true enthusiastic fashion.
Lent brought the ‘Groovy Greeks’ topic. Our fearless children
learnt about a whole host of mythical beasts. They also had a trip to
the Bowes Museum to learn more about all things Greek. This was
also a busy term because the Year 3 children formed a crucial part of
the Year 3 and 4 play – ‘The X-Factory’. With such super singing, no
wonder the show was a sell-out!
Despite being the shortest term, Trinity term has definitely
been one of the busiest! The children have thoroughly enjoyed
‘Walking like Egyptians’ and once again blown us away with the
quality of both their classwork and homework projects linked to this
fascinating topic. A wonderful way of rounding off a successful year
was with our ‘Wild Camp.’ The incredibly wet and miserable weather
during the week leading up to our camp did not put us off! With
tents pitched, games ready and fire burning, the sun came out and
Year 3 had a wonderful evening.
We would like to thank all the adults who have helped out
with trips this year and our wonderful parents for all their support.
The Year 3 children have tackled everything this year with
determination and a sense of good fun. We are so proud of the
independent, confident and happy children who are now ready for
their next adventure in Year 4.
KJS / JDS

4W’s democracy assembly

Working in the garden

Centre for Life

What an interesting year we have
had; a new teacher and seven new
children. This year our overwhelming
theme has been our creative topic
work – started in the classroom,
continued in our topic takeaway tasks
and completed with the children
sharing the incredible things that
they have done.
We visited Ancient Rome in
Michaelmas; a trip to the handily-situated
Piercebridge Roman Fort remains, where
we learnt about Roman roads and the
goings on at a Roman Fort. We even

managed some lessons in Latin! The
weapons, food, posters and PowerPoints
that the children created were fabulous and
a credit to their enthusiasm and passion for
the topic.
During the Lent term, Mount Eff
Lodge was transported to the Amazon
Rainforest as we learnt about global
warming, ecosystems and habitats as well as
exploring political issues surrounding
deforestation and the impact of tourism on
the rainforests. Our trip this term took us
once again north as we headed to The
Centre for Life in Newcastle for work

Rainforest takeaway homework

relating to habitats. For many of the
children, the visit to the Planetarium, the
4G Ride and Alien exhibition proved to be
the favourite parts. This term 4B also
introduced the school to their role-models
in their class assembly, choosing some truly
inspiring people.
This was our busiest term of the year
as we took on the sell-out production of The
X Factory! All the children had a speaking
role and they acted and sang their way
through twelve scenes of chaotic madness.
The shows performed were truly
breathtaking and everyone deserves to be
proud of their contributions.
Trinity saw the arrival of
‘Democracy’ as 4W explained our political
system to the Prep School, helped out by
Theresa May and the Queen, carried out
debates and considered the pros and cons of
Communism. Our year of excursions ended
on a high with our very first residential
outing. We headed to Gibside for an
overnight extravaganza of team building,
den building, fire making, low ropes
adventures, geocaching and outdoor art! We
were so proud of the children who, as has
become our theme of the year, threw
themselves into all the challenges and
opportunities.
We cannot end this report without
thanking the staff who have accompanied us
on trips, helped in class and supported Year
4 when needed.
AAW/MAB

Investigating the size of Paddington’s shadow

Reading with Reception

Greek Theatre in Forest School

Campfire time

Looking at the fort

Chilling in the sunshine

World Book Day

Inspecting the trenches
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YEAR 5

YEAR 6
Investigating numbers
in Hall Maths

Role play in PSHCEE

Artefacts at Bolton Castle

Year 5 has been a hive of activity again this year.
As part of our ‘Incredible Structures’ topic we visited White
Scar Caves and Ribblehead Viaduct. The children were amazed with
all the natural formations within the caves, the favourite being the
‘Devil’s Tongue’! Although it was a foggy afternoon, we could still see
the arches of the viaduct and heard the train as it passed over the top
of us. As part of our work in History we visited Bolton Castle in
January. We were transported back to the Tudor period, wearing

Fun on the Natalingo
Languages Bus

Egg drop challenge

White Scar Caves

Entrance Exams

authentic costumes and carrying out the legendary spear drill. We
handled a variety of artefacts and warmed ourselves in front of the
fire before we made pomanders and tested our calligraphy skills. Our
final trip was a gloriously sunny day at Hamsterley Forest. The
children practised their map reading, navigating their way around
the forest. They worked well as a team and enjoyed moving a ball
through the pipes and guttering to get it from one end of a line to the
other. The ice creams were definitely needed to cool everyone down
before getting onto the bus to come home.
Pupils produced some fantastic pieces of takeaway homework
to fit within the various topics and subjects taught across the year.
We had everything from Viking themed chess boards, Tudor houses,
bird feeders, cakes and zentangle flowers to board games, model
ships and trenches. The standard of work was extremely high and
the children really enjoyed rising to the challenges set.
Year 5 really enjoyed the wide variety on offer to them this
year. Their Forest School sessions were a brilliant opportunity to try
new things, to bond as a team and, most importantly, to get dirty!
The school play in the final term was a huge success and the children
in our year group were in fine form throughout.
We have thoroughly enjoyed our year with all of the children.
We wish them all the best as they move into Year 6 and look forward
to seeing them continue to flourish.
EJS/NSB/FMK

World War I Day

Together in London

It’s always a special time in Year 6, when you have finally
reached the top of Prep School. Whilst many in the year
have been with us since Reception, joining us in September
were five new pupils and a sixth, re-joining the school after
a few years spent living abroad. In Year 6 we seem to have
more activities, more trips and more responsibility. Our
pupils work harder than ever to complete their
Achievement Award, both in academic subjects and wider
skills, such as community work and leadership.
This year, for the first time, some of our pupils took on the
responsibility of being ‘Head of House’, whilst two pupils became
our first ‘Head Boy’ and ‘Head Girl’. We have been extremely proud
of the way in which the extra responsibilities have been handled, as
all took to their important roles seriously but with confidence and
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Takeaway homework

Meeting the residents

pride. All our Year 6 pupils have been asked to take on additional
responsibilities, however, in many ways. Our programme of helping
out with the younger children in Pre-Prep has been well received and
much appreciated the children, who have loved their company and
guidance throughout the year, and staff, who have found the ‘extra
pair of hands’ invaluable throughout the week. All pupils have been
offered opportunities to guide visitors around the school, read in
Chapel, and engage in conversation with the residents of Charles
Dickens Lodge during two visits this year; dominoes being a newly
acquired skill for some of our pupils!
They continue to achieve success in a number of ways. We
were delighted that five pupils gained St John’s Scholarships to
Senior School this year, awarded for academic or sporting success.
The Year 6 Achievement Award topics formed the focus of much of
the year’s academic work, with pupils collaborating on a range of
activities including First Aid training, the Probability Fair and
Tourism Fair as well as focusing upon some individual topics in the
form of Autobiographies, London Scrapbooks and much more. The
pupils rehearsed with commitment and enthusiasm for the play,
‘What a Knight!’ and performed with confidence and humour when
the time came!
So many events for the backdrop to our everyday work.
Residential trips included, as ever, London, France and Robinwood,
and our pupils have been well-mannered and friendly wherever they
go. They have taken the lead in a variety of Chapel services, including
Harvest, and the Carol Service, always well practised and confident
in delivery.
We are proud of our Year 6 pupils. As we said goodbye to
them all on Speech Day we wished them well as they move on to the
next stage. But remember, ‘Once a Preppie, Always a Preppie!’
RAR/STA

World Book Day

Getting messy

War Game – freeze frames

River walk – taking a rest

Exploring tectonic
plates in Geography

Probability Fair

I’m a ladies’ knight and the feeling’s right

Two Smoothies

Carol Service

Tourism Fair –
Team Japan

Tourism Fair - Uncle
Sam for Team USA

Resusitating the
First Aid instructor
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ART
AND DT

MUSIC
Gala Concert String Group

Year 5 Clay Coral Sculptures

Year 6 National Gallery

House Singing
including Pre-Prep

Pre-Prep Recorder Club

It has been another extremely busy year in the Art and
Technology room and the children have embraced every task set.

A Carrot Flute
Takeaway
Homework

Boarders Djembe Activity

Cello Club

Studio Concert

Rotary Young Musicians Participants

Prep Recorder Consort

Prep Choir at Barnard Castle Methodist Church

Singing together in the House Competition

This year has been a very successful
one. A huge percentage of our pupils
have had individual instrumental or
singing lessons and it is not just their
efforts on a weekly basis that have
shone, but also the standard of
overall musicianship that has been
showcased in our fabulous Gala
Concert and the Have-a-Go concerts,
featuring many pupils performing in
public for the first time. They
participated, as ever, with
enthusiasm and skill in our musical
theatre productions, including the
Pre-Prep Nativity ‘Baubles’, the Year
3 and 4 play ‘The X-Factory’ and the
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Year 5 and 6 play ‘What a Knight!’.
The Christmas carol services,
including the Christingle for Years 3
and 4 and the traditional readings
and carols for Years 5 and 6 were
performed with due reverence and
also plenty of seasonal excitement,
whilst our popular studio concerts,
mostly featuring in the Summer term,
provided entertainment for our
parents and the opportunity for
pupils to demonstrate individual
progress.
The Prep Choir have continued to
expand their repertoire and as well as our
many events, have had the wonderful

opportunity of singing at a local care home
at Christmas and in the Barnard Castle
Methodist Church to mark its 150th
Anniversary. These extra events have taken
us into the community and generated much
warmth from others as well as discussions
connected to a life-long love of music and
how important this is to people.
The Junior Choir has produced some
very expressive performances. Speech day is
a special event for them, but our weekly
rehearsals create a real musical bond. We
have continuous fun every week. Singing
with a smile is at the core of every session.
The Pre-Prep performed with their
usual enthusiasm in the Nativity and Pre-Prep
Concert. They balance this with great quality.
The Pre-Prep Orchestra is always an
ambitious project, but year-on-year they
excel. Their poems were also excellent and
brought a smile to every face in the room.
A significant number of pupils have
contributed to the Senior School led Chapel
Choir this year. This is a really advanced
ensemble and has stretched our pupils in
terms of following notation and a conductor.
Our House Singing took the theme of
Musical Theatre and our adjudicator was
Mr Dearsley, who ended up awarding to
Drake and Raleigh as joint winners when he
added up his marks and found that there
was a tie! We are sad that Mr Dearsley is
retiring and really valued all the inspiration
and advice that he has given us; thank you.
RGH

Year 3 enjoyed the world of
Paddington, making origami and
model bears, designing and making
new clothes for Paddington and
studying the work of artist Beatriz
Milhazes. They looked at the work of
Grayson Perry, before designing their
own excellent ‘life story vases’.
Putting their sewing skills to the test
they made an Egyptian cartouche
using felt and also produced clay
scarab beetles and used different
techniques to make prints. The
crowning glory of the project was
definitely the Egyptian headdresses
they designed using their own
photographs and papyrus.
Year 4 completed a wide variety of
projects, learning about scale and
proportion within the ‘Figure Drawing’
topic, making and testing catapults and

Art Competition

Year 3 Paddington

using their own bodies to produce ‘moving
figure’ pictures. They used a viewfinder to
reproduce a small section of a rainforest
painting within their study of Henry
Rousseau, focusing on the most intricate
details, with amazing results. They used felt
to make a hanging mobile for a baby’s
bedroom and also brought their name to
life, using single point perspective.
As Christmas approached, Year 5
children were tasked with making
decorations for the Prep School tree. This
has become a tradition at school and the
children didn’t let us down. Their textiles
skills developed and they were able to use
various stitches with confidence. During our
‘Seascapes’ topic the children experimented
with creating texture using watercolours
and also made some amazing embossed
fish. They thoroughly enjoyed our work on
Van Gough; their traditional and abstract

Art Maths

sunflower pieces are something of which
they should be proud.
Children in Year 6 approached their
National Gallery and Busy Book
Achievement Award projects with
enthusiasm. Pictures and paintings
produced throughout the Michaelmas term
showcased the skills that had been taught
and highlighted some real talents. Their
imagination and creativity when making the
felt busy books has been phenomenal, with
fantastic work completed. They made a
‘Guess Who?’ gallery, using their own
photos to create Victorian style silhouettes,
William Morris style patterns and even
produced a WWI trench diorama.
The annual Art Competition, with its
‘Barney’ theme, showcased the high level of
talent within school. The results were
eagerly anticipated and I would like to
congratulate Grenville, the overall winners.
It has been a pleasure to help pupils
expand their creativity; who knows what
they can achieve?
EJS

Remembrance

Year 3 Scarab Beetles

Year 3 Ancient Egypt

Year 4 Catapults

Year 4 Perspective Drawing

Year 6 Busy Books
Year 4 Textiles

Year 5 Aztec Gods

Year 5 Oil Pastels

Year 6 Disney
Animation
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DRAMA
‘WHAT A KNIGHT!’

DRAMA
‘THE X FACTORY’
I don’t want to die here!

When young squire Watt Cobblers is expelled
from Knight School, he reluctantly becomes
Merlin’s new apprentice.
But trouble is never far away, and soon Camelot Castle
collapses into chaos. Merlin has lost Excalibur, King
Arthur’s daughters have been kidnapped and his brave
knights have turned into chickens.
Watt and his new found friends Dusty Dragon and wayward
Princess Alice set off on the biggest quest of their lives. But can our

Kneelin
g before

King Art
hur

The Castle of Camelot

We’re not average

unlikely heroes rescue the princesses, save Excalibur and defeat the
evil Black Knight?
A castle full of colourful characters from Years 5 and 6 joined
in the fun, including precocious princesses, a talking dragon - and
not forgetting Merlin and his magic mirror. The play was over all too
soon, having raised the rafters in Big School with audience laughter
and applause throughout two fabulous performances.
The children once again proved that they rise to every
occasion with confidence, focus and, most importantly, a sense of
humour! Well done to everyone concerned and thanks to all the staff
who worked tirelessly behind the scenes.

ing
magical train
s begins his
Watt Cobbler

RAR

The Bla
ck

Knight tr
iumpha
nt...brie
fly!

The Rap Pack

This year the Year 3 and 4 children took on the tale of a school fighting back against the system
for their Lent term production.
The play tells the story of St Dithers
School, judged by the team of
inspectors from OFSET to be merely
‘average’. The Governors decide that
this cannot be allowed to happen and
therefore all the current staff, and
most of the pupils are expelled and
fired from their positions. In their
place is put a team of celebrity judges,
who carry out an X Factor style
audition process to decide who gets to
stay and who has to go.
The students fight back and cause
havoc in rehearsals, teaming up in the end
with the sacked staff to stage a revolt
against Simon Trowel and his team. It’s all a
race to the final show as all compete to see if
they really are just average!
As with all they do, Years 3 and 4
threw themselves into the challenge of
learning lines, songs and dances, as well as
an array of impressions of famous stars of
TV! The solo songs brought the audience to
tears, whilst the group ensemble pieces had
them clapping along.
The play would not have happened
without the tireless support and enthusiasm
of the staff and was an absolute pleasure to
direct.
AAW

Bant and Beck

Happy Chorus

The Average Teachers

Mrs Crabtree

Dusty Barrel and Bruno Macaroni

I have a cunning plan

The Inspector

On a Quest

d Mrs Cobblers
Black Knight an
Alice – in troub
le

again
ein
Calvin and Kl
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BARNEY
FRIENDS
Quiz Winners

Cake tent on Sports Day

FOREST SCHOOL
AND OUTDOOR
EDUCATION

Planting seeds

Another busy year for Barney Friends saw the beginning of a newly-formed group of class
representatives attending meetings to bring together parental suggestions and initiatives,
developing home-school links and providing opportunities for families to meet socially.
Many well-established events were enjoyed by all, starting
with the annual Quiz Night in November. The decorating of
Chapel with Senior School Friends, whilst enjoying mulled
wine and mince pies, readied it for all the Christmas
events. Fun events for the children started in October
when, dressed as all kinds of ghouls, they danced the night
away at the Halloween Disco at The Witham. An afternoon
of bouncing and climbing at ROF59 during the Easter
holidays was equally popular. Lots of fun was had by all!
Our main fundraising focus was to support the renovation of
Prep School library and School Council helped to arrange some
projects too. One of these was the designing of a Prep School tea towel,
creating a fantastic memory for all children in Prep School this year still available to buy! ‘BarneyBeReading’, launched on World Book
Day, challenged children to read as many books as possible whilst
fundraising for the library. Our final event of the year was at Sports
Day, which was very well-supported with delicious cake donations!
Mrs Turner and the staff are extremely grateful for the
£2,500 that has been donated by Barney Friends to assist them in
making the library dream become a reality. Work takes place during
the Summer holidays; we will watch out for what this new area will
offer in Michaelmas term.
JDS

Showing off our Egyptian ‘musical instruments’

Here at Barney, we embrace the outdoors
whatever the weather! Come rain, shine, wind
or snow, our determined children have headed
out to enjoy a wide variety of different activities.

Spooktacular

Children in Years 1, 3 and 5 have participated in various
different experiences throughout the Forest School
curriculum. Team building activities, using a variety of
tools, and den building are just some of the activities
children have enjoyed this year. All the children have had
the opportunity to light fires themselves using a flint and
steel and sampled a variety of campfire treats throughout
the year. These have varied in popularity, with nettle tea
being significantly less popular than s’mores!
Wherever possible, we have tied in our ‘Creative Curriculum’
with some very interesting results!

Pretty pleased with ‘our God’s Eyes’

Year 1 created tiny dens and houses for ‘The Minpins’, inspired
by Roald Dahl’s book, which got their creative writing off to a flying
start.
Year 3 enjoyed creating their own Greek theatre, using natural
resources to create their own props. In Trinity term, they created
Egyptian ‘sistrums’, an Ancient Egyptian musical instrument,
creating some rather interesting sounds!
Children in Year 5 have turned themselves into Tudor traders,
creating waterproof rafts to transport goods; they have also made
their own Viking Longboats and enjoyed homemade ‘Viking bread’
around the campfire.
The children have transformed our Forest School setting into
various other things throughout the year; from a Greek amphitheatre,
to a shopping centre, to Grendel’s lair! What has remained consistent,
however, is that each week, regardless of rain, wind or hail, the site
has been filled with busy children, numerous different activities and a
whole lot of laughter.
Year 4 have seen the introduction of Outdoor Education as
part of their curriculum, taking a previously unused and somewhat
barren area of land adjacent to the Prep School and transforming it
into a school allotment with planters, poly-tunnel and, of course,
chickens. Linking in with their classroom topics, the children have
grown their own fruit and vegetables, built a bug hotel and bird nest
boxes, designed and planted a willow tree structure and looked after
the three ‘Prepoultry’ School chickens.
Come rain or shine, Year 4 children have embraced each
lesson and activity with true Barney grit and determination and have
been instrumental in the creation of a wonderful new area of Prep
School which can be appreciated for years to come.
KJS/NJJ

Fun at ROF59
Collecting nettles for tea

Halloween
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Let’s read!

Enthused by books

Cuddles with Chickaletta

Getting in a knot

Forest School Minpin
houses – Year 1

Whittling wood

Exploring the tarpaulin

We love marshmallows
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SCHOOL COUNCIL
AND CHARITY

CHAPEL
Enjoying the French café
for Epilepsy in Action

Sign2Sing in action

Christingle Service

Remembrance

It has been another hectic year for our School Councillors. Shortly after elections, the council
quickly put a plan together of projects for the coming term.
Their first task was to organise a ‘Wear Something Spotty’
fundraising event for Children In Need, organising
colourful cakes to be sold, and children were invited to
wear something spotty to support the worthwhile cause.
The length of Michaelmas term gave plenty opportunity for
further events to be organised for all to enjoy.
Our annual Epilepsy in Action tea party was held in the
Atkinson Hall, well decorated with a link to the popular French café
theme. We were pleased to have the support of so many donations of
cakes, with, in addition, parents volunteering their time to support
the café, pouring cups of tea, and helping the children to put their
French language skills to use.
As Christmas approached, film nights were organised, giving
the children time to relax, drink hot chocolate, eat popcorn and enjoy
a film with friends. On the final day of Michaelmas term, we held our
annual Christmas Jumper Day to support the work of Save the
Children.
After a well-deserved break, our Councillors returned to school
ready to embrace the challenges that awaited them in Lent term. We

welcomed Prep School Head Boy and Head Girl to chair our meetings
for the remainder of the year. Both have represented Prep School in the
Senior School Eco Committee and with our focus for the term linking
to sustainability, there was no better time for them to join us. Children
chose recycling bins, which were purchased and are now present in
each classroom and key areas around school. We also continued to
collect batteries which have been sent away to be recycled.
As each term progressed, our Councillors developed their own
skills and were able to continue their hard work and ideas. In their
final term, we held our last fundraising event, selling cupcakes, and
raised £95.00 for Alzheimer’s Society. Working closely with pastoral
support in school, the children have considered the wellbeing of their
peers and have initiated several ‘Feel Good Friday’ events. Ideas
ranged from motivational notes on hearts to postcards with farewell
wishes for the summer.
We would like to thank our Councillors for the hard work and
dedication that they have shown to support the school throughout the
year.
JDS/EJS

Pre-Prep Nativity

Wednesday mornings spent in Chapel always provides a highlight
of the week. Our Preppies bound into Chapel, full of smiles and
enthusiasm, and I never quite know what is going to happen over
the course of the next fifteen minutes – but it is always fun!

Election of new Councillors

Christmas lunch
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Enjoying a hearty Christmas lunch

School Councillors 2018-19

Election of new Councillors

New Councillor Elections

We hear some outstanding readers, we
sing with great joy and the responses the
children provide are always enlightening
and amusing in equal measure.
Pupils have been living out our
Christian ethos in the way they think about
others. It is always Prep School which is
fastest off the mark with our wonderfully
well-organised Harvest Festival in the first
half of the Michaelmas term. Yet again this
year we collected a wide variety of food and
household essentials that we were able to
donate to the local ‘Influence Church’ for
the benefit of the wider community.
Michaelmas term can be something of
a marathon, especially with the dark winter
evenings. There is, of course, the glory of the
Nativity and Prep School Carol services to
look forward to and we always celebrate
Christmas brilliantly. This year’s Pre-Prep
Nativity was stunning with some super

performances and great choruses and I am
sure it gets everyone who comes along into
the Christmas spirit. A word of thanks for all
the Barney Friends who assist with decorating
Chapel. It could not have looked more
beautifully festive and it is a huge blessing to
be able to celebrate the great Festival of
Christmas in just the right environment.
My thanks to everyone for getting involved –
I could not do it without you!
We come to the end of another busy
and fulfilling year that has seen our
preppies engage with Chapel life
magnificently. My thanks to everyone
involved in preparing our readers and
musicians for the Christmas services,
Founders’ Day and Harvest Festival; and
my thanks to the preppies for taking Chapel
seriously… but not too seriously!
I wish you all God speed and God bless!
DRM

Harvest

Carol Service reading
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21

barnardian prep

barnardian prep

SPORT
127th Barnard Run – Prep School Run

Sports Day Queen’s Cup awarded to Drake House

In the first fixtures of the year, all pupils from U8-U11
represented the school. The U10 Clegg Cup (Rugby Union) and
Seddon Cup (Hockey) followed; the girls were exceptional,
winning their competition in style.
Other fixtures included festivals and
cluster group tournaments for
U8-U11, as well as County Cup Hockey
for U10 and U11 girls. In an amazing
‘double’ victory, both teams won their
County Cup tournaments, whilst two
U10 girls represented the County.

Rugby was played to a high
standard, with U8 improving significantly,
U9 competing strongly and U10 and U11
notching plenty of victories. Rugby Sevens
was a welcome addition, as U11s entered
into major competitions. Runners up in
their group at Rossall and runners up at

Mowden Hall, their third place at HMC was
a well-deserved finish to a fabulous season.
Lent term got off to a flying start,
with House Cross Country. At Hunter Hall
the U9 boys and U11 girls achieved team
medals and outstanding performances at
the Cluster Championship resulted in Prep
School awarded overall champions 2019.
The Barnard Run event included a fun run
for all pupils, whilst in the 127th Barnard
Run podium winners in Prep School were
presented with Olympic-style medals.
House competitions got Netball
underway in the Lent term, followed by a

Year 5 and 6 House Rugby Winners

Year 5 and 6 House Hockey team talk

host of fixtures, and the U10 B Girls’ team came runners up at a
tournament hosted by Sedbergh School.
Grenville were winners of the U8/U9 House Football
competition, whilst the U9 boys won the ‘Respect’ award at
Durham Soccerena. One highlight was U11 ‘B’ boys playing with a
football which housed a bell, in order to assist a blind pupil. The
U11 Boys won the tournament at Bow and the 2019 HMC Plate
Competition; an outstanding achievement.
Sports Day had a new format this year, with Pre-Prep and
Prep School competing together. Pupils participated in a carousel
of events, performing at least one run, jump, throw and tug of war,
whilst some pupils also competed in sprint finals and relays. A
fabulous day saw 147 medal winners and Drake House triumphant
in winning The Queen’s Cup.

Sports Day Tug of War

In U11 Athletics at Mowden Hall our girls were winners and
the boys runners up. At the HMC Athletics at Gateshead Stadium,
Prep School achieved gold – a fantastic achievement - in the 80m
and 600m finals, whilst the U10 Girls came 3rd overall. At the
Cluster Group Athletics, the U11 Boys were crowned winners.
In Trinity term there were fixtures for both A & B team
Cricket and Rounders. Girls’ Cricket continues to grow in popularity
and our U11 Girls defeated strong opposition in the tournament at
Yarm to win a trophy and individual medals.
With participation in a number of other sporting events
throughout the year, including Swimming, Gymnastics, Squash,
Orienteering and Dance, the year has been one of notable
accomplishments. Well done to every pupil who made this a sporting
year to remember!
MAB

all School
Mowden H
Athletics at

Athletics U
10 at York

Boys
Cricket U11
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Sports Day
Long Jump

Athletics U11 teams at Choristers
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ls at Hunter Hall
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Athletics HMC

Gymnastics HMC Competition

Fun Run
Barney Run Pre-Prep

Rounders U11

Sports Day Throw

U9
Rounders

Football U11 HMC Plate Winners
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Rugby Sevens U11 Festival at Rossall
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U11 HMC
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ROBINWOOD
We survived

Giant Swiiiiiiiing!

When you find out why it_s called the Pirhana Pool

Ready for action!

A new adventure awaited us this year as we visited Robinwood’s largest centre – Dobroyd Castle!
Not even Storm Hannah and some of the wettest conditions in Robinwood history could dampen
the spirits of our children. They approached every challenge with a smile on their faces and a desire
to push themselves and to help others.

Spring group

Every single child had something to be proud of; be it
reaching the top of the climbing wall, facing their fears on
the trapeze or any other personal tale of overcoming doubt
and going beyond what they thought possible. What they
achieved over the three days, the skills they developed and
the memories they created will last them a lifetime.

For many children, a trip to Robinwood is often the start of
something, be it their first night away from home or the first time
they have been faced with a real test of who they are. It is through
confronting these things, and doing so with their friends, that they
sow the seeds for something much greater. Pupils always return from
Robinwood more resilient, more determined and more emboldened
that when they left. For many pupils this year it was the apocalyptic
conditions on the boating lake, something they all embraced with
genuine joy, always looking out for each other. Robinwood, more than
any other experience in Prep School, brings the absolute best out of a
Preppie; they help, encourage and support without hesitation.
There are so many memories for this year’s trip, each one
unique and each one steeped in its own tale of conquering fear or
adversity. For me, my residing memory will be of the buzz between
pupils and between groups, whatever their age or their house. Every
time they saw each other they could not wait to share their
experiences with one another; how they’d been eaten by a piranha,
how the zip wire was at least 3 miles long or how they nearly went all
the way round on the giant swing. Teaching is a true privilege and a
trip to Robinwood is, perhaps, the greatest privilege of them all.

#BeAPreppie

Conquering the climbing wall

Easy peasey, lemon trapeezy

Getting ready for the zip wire
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STA

Conquering the
Dungeon of Doom

Getting ready to pacify the pirhanas

Is this a challenge
I see before me

Nice weather for ducks

Rapids groups

Paddle pals

Landing the zipwire

Sailing selfie (sort of)
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FRANCE

LONDON
Nausicaa

Eiffel Tower

Wellington Quarry

Always happy when there’s cake!

In March, thirty six Preppies headed for five days of culture and
adventure. We quickly immersed ourselves with a visit to
Nausicaá, the largest aquarium in Europe. Recent refurbishments
have almost doubled the size of the attraction, making this an
even more exciting first port of call after the long journey.

The cloisters at Westminster Abbey

Important landmark!
Crepes in Rouen

We then headed to a family-owned
chocolate factory for a personal tour
and tastings. The children were
fascinated by the number of creations
on show; some of which had taken
approximately 80 hours to make. The
final leg of our journey on day one
was to the Chateau de Chantereine.
After a peaceful night’s sleep, we
were on our way to Rouen, where we were
fortunate to have a guided tour of the town.
The children were awestruck by the
magnificent architecture and the history of
the town during the period of Joan of Arc.
The children ordered themselves an
obligatory French crêpe from a local street
vendor to end the visit. After a wonderful
day, we took a short walk through the local
village to the beach before heading for
supper and bed.
Sunday was a day for poignant
reflection and remembrance for those who fell
in the World Wars. We began with a visit to
Wellington Quarry at Arras, where we
witnessed conditions which soldiers would
have endured. Our day continued with a walk
through the trenches and a visit to a small
exhibition area with a range of recordings and

artefacts found at the end of the war. We also
discovered two ‘Old Barnardians’, who were
remembered at the Commonwealth War
Graves, where we paid our respects.
More excitement was to come as we
headed to Paris. The first view of the Arc de
Triomphe and Eiffel Tower left the children
speechless. After a picnic lunch we made
our way to the top of the Eiffel Tower and
took in the stunning views around the city.
We enjoyed a ride on the River Seine, seeing
the Louvre, Musée d’Orsay and Saint
Germain Des Prés before arriving at Notre
Dame Cathedral where we were amazed
with the intricate detail throughout the
design of the building.
On our final day we enjoyed the
opportunity to relax as we explored the
menagerie at the Jardin des Plantes. Our visit
ended with a picnic in the gardens before
heading to Calais for our journey home.
Our trip was not yet over; back at
school, the ‘Barney Bistro’ came alive with
children recounting stories and reminiscing.
Parents enjoyed the opportunity to view
footage and hear first-hand from all how
fabulous the 2019 trip had been!
JDS

Democracy in action

Harry Potter World

Taking in the sights of Paris
from the Eiffel Tower

We began, as is now tradition, with a magical visit to the Warner
Bros. Studio and a tour of the sets, sights, sounds and smells of all
things Harry Potter! From fighting a death eater to summoning
broomsticks, the pupils threw themselves into everything Harry
Potter World had to offer.

Remembering Old Barnardians
at War Memorial Graves

Day Two began on the south bank of
the Thames as we marvelled at
Shakespeare’s Globe. A tour of this
most impressive of venues was
followed by a ‘Macbeth’ workshop
with the professional actors who
usually grace the fabled stage.
Following this was an incredibly
humbling tour of Westminster Abbey. This is
always an element that surprises the pupils;
they always enjoy this seat of British history
much more than they thought they would. A
quick hop across London saw us arrive at the
Science Museum’s Wonderlab facility. Here

We’re at the zoo

the pupils were really able to see their
classwork in action, everything from
soundwaves to the motion of the planets
(and a very loud tesla coil!). We finished an
incredible day atop the London Eye, one of
the all-time highlights of the trip.
On Thursday we started at Britain’s
most popular attraction, The Tower of
London. The children were wowed by the
beauty and majesty of the crown jewels
before exploring one of London’s most
historic sites. HMS Belfast was our next
destination before we arrived at the Imperial
War Museum’s WWI gallery, a poignant and

powerful way to start our ‘Remembrance’
topic. After a quick tea in Pizza Hut we
meandered through Covent Garden on our
way to the mesmerising ‘School of Rock’. A
total triumph of feelgood entertainment!
Bleary eyes greeted the staff as we
woke the children on our final day; they had
absorbed every opportunity we had given
them. We explored Parliament Square,
including an inspiring new addition paying
homage to Millicent Fawcett. No. 10 was our
penultimate destination and it did not
disappoint! It allowed our pupils to make
invaluable connections to their PSHCEE
topic and feel much more invested in the
political process. Our final stop on this
incredible journey was Madame Tussauds;
just when we thought Year 6 couldn’t take
another selfie they found another gear! For
every excited child, every beaming smile and
every energetic retelling of a moment there is
a member of staff in the background without
whom that would not have happened, and for
that we are grateful.
STA

Land ahoy!

We’re off to Hogwarts!

Sticking it to the man at School of Rock
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On the Millennium Bridge

The famous ‘Cupboard Under the Stairs’

barnardian review

27

barnardian prep

barnardian prep

SPECIAL EVENTS
Prep School House Singing

Prep School Founders’ Day Service

Prep School
House Reading

Pre-Prep Christmas Trip

Prep School Gala Concert

Prep School Christmas Lunch

‘Have a Go’ Concert

Year 6 London Trip

Another year has flown by in Prep School, with a number of
special events woven into the school calendar that have enhanced
the children’s educational experiences, some for specific year
groups and many for the whole school community to enjoy.
The children’s learning experiences
have all been enhanced by the many
events that have taken place, ranging
from World Book Day to the Barney
Run.
Educational experiences have
included our Year 3 children visiting the
Awful Egyptians, Year 4 the Life Centre,
Year 5 Hamsterley Forest, and our Year 6’s
once again visiting Beamish Museum and
the residents at Charles Dickens Lodge.
Residentials are always fun and this
year all the children in Years 3 to 6 have
experienced life away from home! Year 3
had a great time camping out on the school
fields, Year 4 once again went to Gibside,
and the Year 5 and 6 children had the
opportunity to venture further afield to
Robinwood and France. Year 6 also went on
their annual London trip. Amazing
experiences and memories, which the
children will remember for years to come.
Remembrance Day was one of the
many highlights of the school year, with the
whole school coming together to remember
those that lost their lives during the many
conflicts in the past. An additional highlight
to the season of Remembrance this year was
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our ‘off-curriculum’ day to commemorate
the centenary of World War I, with the
Prep School being transported back in time
to 1918.
The House competitions have always
been keenly contested. Events have
included Art, Reading and Singing to name
a few. Sports Day was a great way of
showcasing all that is good about Barney
with the Pre-Prep now being amalgamated
into the House system.
These are just a selection of the
events that have taken place this year and
are what makes Prep School such a
wonderful place to be part of.
MAL

House Art

Pre-Prep visit Father Christmas

Prep School Remembrance Theme Day

Prep School Epilepsy in Action French Café

Prep School Harvest Festival Service

barnardian review
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YEAR 6 MEMOR

EMILY ENGLAND
In the Northern Hockey Semi-Finals I was in goal. I did the splits
trying to save a goal and the Hockey ball went right up my shoe.
Fortunately I saved the goal! Unfortunately, however, we didn’t
manage to score at all in the tournament.

IES

THEO TWEDDLE
On the last night of the play ‘What a Knight!’, we were in the final
scene, waiting for George to make Excalibur to grow, but had
forgotten to bring the sword on stage with him so nothing was
happening! We were all very confused…
KELVIN BELL
My first trip was in Year 5, to White Scar Caves. I loved to squeeze
through all the tight gaps and listen to the fast-flowing waterfall. If
you looked carefully enough you could see fossils in the cave walls.
ESME BEREND
On the fantastic French trip Emily and I thought we had been
abandoned when we looked out of our hotel window and saw lots of
orange caps walking towards our coach. We shouted, “Sir! Sir!” out
of the window. He heard us and we rushed downstairs and jumped
on the coach.
TOBY GREEN
The Rugby 7s team went to Mowden Hall and I made the biggest
tackle ever. The person flipped over me and the whole crowd heard
and went ‘Ooh!’ Mr Langley said it was a bone-crunching tackle.
GEORGE GOAD
When I played Scrooge in my first play I went on the stage and the
lights were on me. I said my first line and immediately I loved it and
I’ve loved it ever since!
JOE ARNOLD
In the Year 5 Gala concert I played ‘Sweet Child of Mine’ on guitar. I
really enjoyed the sensations of all the applause at the end!
LUCY HARBURN
In Year 5 we went on a visit to Bolton Castle. We were running to get
logs and putting them in different places and it was really hard as we
were wearing peasant dresses.
GUS LIVING
When we went on our first overnight trip to Gibside we made dens
and roasted marshmallows; it was really fun.

❝

ABIGAIL JAMESON
In Reception I was playing on the ship in the outdoor classroom
with Polly. Unfortunately, I sat on the wheel – it spun round and
I fell off!
MINNIE WILSON
Ellie had a broken leg and would come to school every day with her
crutches. Let’s just say I was perhaps a little jealous. I went home,
put my mum’s high heels on and ran down the stairs, trying to break
my own leg!
POPPY HENDRIX
At Robinwood I especially loved the zip wire. Minnie and I went on
together and at the end you had to stand up. I stood up straight
away…Minnie, on the other hand, took a lot longer!
ELLIE DERRICK
In Reception, I cupped my hands in the sand and rinsed them over
and over again…the sink got blocked. Oops! I tried to hide the
evidence, but there were witnesses and I was caught.
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ZARA DOBSON
In the Reception classroom there was a ‘play corner’ and there was
something different there every week. I always tried to finish my
work so that I could get in there first!
EMILY COGGRAVE
In Year 5 we were learning about the Aztecs and sacrifice. Ellie and I
thought it was only right that we should kill Dougie as a sacrifice!

LOTTIE BAPTIST
In Year 3 Mrs Small put Luke, Lewis and me next to each other; it was
funny and we liked helping each other with our work. Luke was next to
the window, Lewis was next to Mrs Small’s desk and I was in the middle.

OSCAR HEWITT
In Year 5 I was a ‘Cavey’ in the play. The songs were so catchy I couldn’t
stop singing them all for weeks! I had progressed to a bigger speaking
part by Year 6, when I played Earl Axminster in ‘What a Knight!’.

JAKE LAWSON
The Year 6 play, ‘What a Knight!’, was great! I was one of the Black
Knight’s guards. It was one of the best plays I ever did!

HARRIET ROBSON
Snow day: not many people were at school so the teachers took us
down to The Bowes Museum to play in the snow. Emily and I won
the snow sculpting competition by creating a model Museum
complete with garden. The boys, in the meantime, made a hole.
HARRY SINCLAIR
At a football tournament we had won all our matches and, although
we didn’t know it, we needed a goal to get into the final. Mr Ayres
said, “We need a goal from you.” We kicked off and I scored! I gave
him a very cheeky smile and we went on to win against Dame Allan’s
in an intense final game.

MOLLY RENDALL
I played for the Hockey team against Durham High School; it was so
much fun.
BELLA STALEY
In the Year 4 play I was Mrs Murdstone and ran an orphanage, then
in the Year 6 play I was the depressed jester called Jolly Jake. It was
hilarious! I couldn’t smile through it so it was very hard!
DOUGIE ROSS
I joined the school in Year 5. I remember stepping through the door
of 5K and meeting Ben and Tom. They were immediately so friendly
and made me less nervous than I was when I first came in.

SOPHIE MCGILL
When we went to White Scar Caves in Year 5 it was funny because there
were so many parts where everyone had to duck down to get through.
Well, everyone except me! It was a squeeze, but I just walked through.
SAFFRON FLOUNDERS
In my first term at school, I sang ‘Alive’, by Sia, in the Gala concert.
I was so nervous I thought I would faint, but I walked up to the mic
and just started singing. The fear melted away into the room and all
that was left was joy.
LAUREN BAXTER
At the end of Year 5 we had a little disco in 5K with lights and songs
with dancing. It was great fun.
JEMIMA BURTON
In Year 4 we always did Hall Maths with Mr Wicling and his ‘pen
dice’. He would roll the pen and shout a random number. We had to
turn around and shout ‘Prime Number!’ or ‘Square Number!’
LEWIS MAUNDER-BROWN
In History we built boats out of bark, sticks and string to see if we
could make them float. My team won!
JONNY ROYLE
When we went to London in Year 6 we went to Harry Potter World. I
bought a wand and I enjoyed being Harry Potter for the rest of the day!
BRUNO SUMMERSON-BROWN
In the Science Museum ‘Wonderlab’ I borrowed Mr Ayres’s camera
to take on the centrifugal force machine. I videoed as I spun round
and round; it was really funny.
TOM BODY
I played the role of ‘Sherlock Holmes’ in the Year 4 play. I had lots of
words and, although I probably had even more words as The Black
Knights in ‘What a Knight!’, the Year 6 play, I still remember playing
Holmes and enjoying it.
JOSEPH-ROBIN TRUSS
During the fantastic trip to Gibside in Year 4 – our first residential
visit – lots of us enjoyed ourselves pretending that the bunk beds
were spaceships!
BEN FRENCH
During the French trip we all sampled frogs legs and snails at dinner. I
ate sixteen snails from my own table and then ate the teachers’ as well!
POLLY HEINTZ
I have really enjoyed drama. I remember playing the role of a teacher
in House Drama, when we won, and also playing Dusty the slightly
moody Dragon in the Year 6 play, ‘What a Knight!’.
MATTHEW BURGESS
By the time I left London at the end of the Year 6 residential I had
written about ten pages of notes ready for my scrapbook. I really
loved visiting Harry Potter World.
TOBY GENT
I really enjoyed the 6-a-side cricket tournament against Bow School
because I scored a lot of runs; nearly fifty runs in three games!
LUKE BANNER
During the Year 6 trip to London we went on the London Eye. I got a
picture of myself looking as though I was holding Big Ben in my hand.
OLIVER STUBBS
I especially enjoyed going to Harry Potter World and looking at all
the amazing things there.

❞
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JUNIOR
BOARDING

It has been another busy, fun and eventful year in the life of Junior
Boarding. During the summer, phase 2 of the refurbishment
works were completed which provided an additional nine
boarding beds in the western end of Old Courts, a new
bathroom, and a residential assistant’s flat and covered outdoor
locker space in the courtyard.
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Many new boarders were welcomed
in September and it was pleasing to
see how the existing boarders helped
them settle in. The Michaelmas term
can feel a long stretch, especially as
the daylight gets shorter approaching
Christmas. Fortunately the term was
punctuated by many fun events and
excursions. An early outing to
Flamingo Land was especially
popular and a great way to bring all
the boarding community together.
The term culminated in the
memorable Old Courts Christmas
celebrations.
Indeed, joining together as boarders
was a theme of the year: many initiatives
were employed to encourage the boarders
to build relationships both within the House
as well as with the Senior Houses: Friday
night ‘Family’ dinners were arranged and
there were revamped themed nights across
the year including Chinese New Year,
Halloween, Hispanic night as well as the
Boarders’ Fun Days – all of which involving
lots of delicious food! It was also fantastic
to have the Sixth Formers continuing to
visit to listen to our Prep boarders read
each evening.
Once again Saturdays have been a
chance for our Year 4-6 boarders to relax
and have fun with the Prep School staff.

This can take the form of anything from
trips to Laser Quest, pizza making or
Beamish, watching rugby at Mowden Park,
baking yummy treats or just chilling out in
and around the house.
The Sunday boarders’ programme
was equally packed and varied. Some of the
highlights through year were the seaside
trip to Whitby, go-karting, foot golf, Wet ‘n’
Wild, the Forbidden Corner and sailing on
Derwent Water.
The Junior boarders also played
important parts in the more formal occasions
such as the Festival of Nine Lessons and
chapel services for Remembrance Day and
Old Barnardians’ weekend.
The Year 8s graduate from Old Courts
ready for the additional responsibilities and
privileges of the Senior houses. I hope they
will look back with fondness on their
formative years in junior boarding.
Aimee Willey and Ellie Jones (both
Year 8) developed their leadership skills
over the year as the inaugural House
Monitors. One of their best initiatives was
to run the Family ‘no-tech’ nights on Friday
nights. Activities ranged from parlour
classics such as the ‘Cornflake Box’ game
and the Knife-and-Fork Chocolate game to
cake decorating competitions, karaoke and,
when the weather was fine, rounders and
non-stop cricket.

As ever the boarding staff have been
amazing: their stamina, proactivity,
compassion and patience have been an
inspiration. It was particularly helpful
having experienced Old Barnardian
boarders Miss Nuala Penny and Mr Oliver
Morrill as part of the Junior Boarding staff
team this year. I would also like to thank
Miss Jones, Mrs Stewart, Miss White, Miss
Cruxton, Miss Gorman and Mrs Beadnell
for all their support of the Junior boarders
this year.
As I leave to take on the reins of the
Mathematics department, I pass on my best

wishes to Mr Scott Edwards and I am
confident that the Junior Boarders are
in great hands.
Annual Boarding Prizes
Junior House Cup for Best Overall
Year 7/8 Boarder – Sasha Ivashchenko
Old Courts Cup for Best Overall Prep
Boarder – Emily England
Academic Endeavour Prize
(Year 7/8) – Aimee Willey
Sportsperson of the Year
(Year 7/8) – Ellie Jones
MDR
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BOWES HOUSE

something might not have gone completely
to plan. Instead, I will reiterate that they are
an amazing team and, when those girls
work together, they are such a force to be
reckoned with. In the Michaelmas Term, a
rather bizarre highlight came for me in the
form of a half-hour practice run of House
charades with Year 10. As we stood in the
classroom, tears (of laughter) rolling down
some of the girls’ faces as they attempted to
work out what on earth they had let
themselves in for, I realised how in tune
those girls were with each other. They are
all incredibly different; they all have
different interests and hobbies; they are all
extremely supportive of each other.
Standing there and watching, on occasion, I
would shout out, asking how on earth they
had managed to get ‘The Very Hungry
Caterpillar’ from one of their group simply
opening their mouth – the answer was
simple, they knew each other so well.
In the Lent Term, the Barney Bash
really was the event for Bowes Inters, with 9
of the top 10 runners coming from our
House. However, the way the Bash is won is
not by who your fastest runners are, but by

Don’t count the days; make the days count. This is what was
asked of the Bowes girls upon their return to School in
September 2018 for the start of the new academic year. My
goodness, they really stuck to this; every day was packed with
sporting practices, musical rehearsals, ‘mind, body, soul’ activities,
House events and, of course, a little bit of work along the way.
Undoubtedly, the moments that will
stay with me from the year are the
times when this wonderful group of
individuals worked together as a
fabulous team.
At the start of the year, the Junior
House Swimming Competition saw the
entire House (including me) practically in
the pool with the last swimmer, so euphoric
were the celebrations. It had come down to
the last event, the relay, and there was
almost nothing separating the three girls’
houses. This was the time when the
extraordinary cheers of the girls on the
poolside, coupled with the incredible
abilities of the girls in the pool, saw us touch
the wall that fraction of a second before the
next house.
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In the Lent term, those same junior
girls rehearsed tirelessly to produce the
most stunning performance of ‘When I
Grow Up’ for the House Singing
Competition. Chloe Laverick ensured they
were polished and prepared for the big
event and, in the rehearsals beforehand,
when they sang for the older girls in the
House, the atmosphere was one of
admiration and respect for those younger
girls. On the evening itself, with Mrs Abela
playing alongside them, the girls were
utterly incredible and there was hardly
a dry eye in the room. They were very
worthy winners.
In the Trinity term, the Junior girls
had most definitely got into their groove
and, as well as contributing to a fabulous

Junior Arts Evening, a huge range of
different activities and, of course, Sports
Day, the stand out times for me were two
separate occasions when I was lucky enough
to be able to take each Junior year group for
half an hour, as a one-off. At the end of a
busy year, it was wonderful to see what a
team those girls had become. In my time
with Year 7, they talked about their role
models, their targets and who they knew
would support them. It was so fantastic to
hear them talking about each other, the
incredible friendships they had formed in
such a short space of time and their tutor,
Mrs Shovlin. With Year 8, they spoke
passionately about their shared musical
tastes and when one of the girls began
talking about a song that was released in
1999, we really started to include everyone
in the room (I had felt a little like a fish out
of water until I heard that the Backstreet
Boys were once again popular).
When it comes to talking about the
Intermediates, I shall refrain from focussing
on the loud music and confiscated speakers,
the sprawl of books across the common
room desk or the grinning faces that appear
at my office door when they know that

how well you work as a team. Every single
one of our Inters made it around the course,
even those unwell or injured, in the best
possible time they could do, to ensure a win
for the team and a fantastic amount of
money raised for charity.
In the Trinity Term, the physical
strength and the strength of spirit of these
girls was on display at Sports Day. On the
track, the 4x100m relay team produced
something very special indeed and, in the
field events, it was the tug-of-war that drew
in the crowds. There is no doubting their
teamwork in respect of this event and, it
really did feel like every member of Bowes
was itching to get their hands on the rope to
pull as well. What struck me most, however,
was how well the Inter team supported the
Juniors and how much House spirit they
showed in rallying the troops and getting
around them to get them pulling as a team.
The most incredible team, the Senior
girls, not only work with each other
incredibly effectively, but they also work
with us, the House staff, and the rest of the
Senior School pupils. They strike the perfect
balance between polished professionalism

Valete
R A Collinson (2012-2019)
Deputy Head of School, Founder and President of Interact Club, House &
School Monitor, Peer Support, Tech Tournament, Raft Building Helper.
A E Everall (2005-2019)
Head of Bowes House, CCF RSF, Head of Sports Committee, DofE Silver &
Gold, 1st Hockey, 1st Netball, Rounders, Full Colours for Netball and Hockey.
V P Gibson (2009-2019)
House & School Monitor, Peer Support, Vice President of Interact Club
Youth Conference in Berlin, Academic Honours, Raft Building Club,
Russian Club.
J M Harrison (2017-2019)
Deputy Head of House, House & School Monitor, Peer Support, 1st Hockey,
Netball, 1st Rounders, CCF Lance Corporal.
C A Martin (2011-2019)
Head Girl, House & Senior Monitor, Peer Support, 1st Netball, 1st
Equestrian Captain, 1st Rounders, Athletics.

and fantastic fun. Be it from the energy they
brought to House Singing rehearsals, or the
wonderful speeches they have done on a
Wednesday morning during House
Meetings, they have energised and
motivated the other girls on a regular basis.
Anna Everall has been an absolutely
outstanding Head of House, leading by
example, coming up with fun and exciting
ideas and going about everything with an
incredibly positive attitude. She now hands
over the baton to Emma Gedye, and the
wonderful Jessica Harrison hands over the
reins as Deputy Head of House to Lauren
Wilson. We know that Anna and Jessica
leave big shoes to fill, but we also know how
well Emma and Lauren will fill them.
75 wonderful individuals – 1
incredible team.
As we bid farewell to the Upper Sixth
leavers - Rebecca, Anna, Chloe, Charlotte,
Daisy, Jessica, Victoria, Lillia, Esmee, Jade
and Amelia – we know they leave us as
extremely capable, fun-loving and
determined young women, with many
strings to their Bow(e)s.
CJR

DRO Oliver (2008-2019)
Head of Prep, School Monitor, 1st Hockey Captain, CCF, 1st Hockey, Full
Colours for Drama.
L A Schaible (2017-2019)
Deputy Head of School, House & School Monitor, Peer Support, CCF Lance
Corporal, 1st Rounders, Good Egg, Athletics, Equestrian team, 1st Netball,
2nd Netball Captain.
E V Ullyart-Edwards (2017-2019)
House & School Monitor, Peer Support, Lectern Committee, Half Colours
for Drama, Academic Honours.
J E Ullyart-Edwards (2017-2019)
House Monitor, Assistant Head of Peer Support, Choir, tech member.
A R M Wilkinson (2017-2019)
Head of Peer Support, School Council, 3rd Hockey.
C L Laverick (2010-2019)
House & School Monitor, CCF Quartermaster, CCF Best Cadet, 1st Hockey,
2nd Netball, Drama.
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DALE HOUSE

As is write this I reflect on what has been a fantastic year for
the boys and staff in Dale House. There have been some
excellent achievements across many areas, many of which I
have been lucky enough to witness first-hand.
At the start of the year we welcomed
Mr Connor into Dale House as the Y8
Tutor, and as soon as the term started
Father Darren welcomed me into
Dale House with an invitation, to host
a Chapel Service which Dale House
would run. As my blood pressure rose
at the thought of arranging such an
event in the early days of my tenure,
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a helping hand was extended in the
form of Mr and Mrs Connor. They
had in fact already booked chapel for
the christening of their son and they
invited the friends, relatives and boys
of Dale House to share their day with
them. It turned into a great day, with
Theo Truss playing a solo, Matthew
Shovlin and Max Pepper delivering

excellent readings and the final piece
seeing Matthew Shovlin lead a group
of boys in a song on the piano. The
morning was topped off with an
excellent spread of food in the SFC.
As I settled into my role it soon
became clear what a diversely talented
bunch the boys were. Practices were in
full swing for the first School performance
and there were a number of boys involved;
meanwhile. House Drama was looming
large and, after being gifted Cinderella as
our piece, Matthew Shovlin took the reins
and began a rewrite of the classic fairy tale.
The first term flew by, and I soon
realised that trying to keep up with the
array of activities on a Wednesday night
was a forlorn task, so I relied on Miss
Broadbent and the Tutors to keep me up
to date. The boys continued to impress
on many fronts, from Mr Jackson’s Quiz,
where I shall remember for a long time
Matthew Forster pulling an answer about
American Football out of thin air, to House
Art, Football and Hockey. But the term
culminated in two extraordinary
performances; the first being the House
Drama competition where Dale House
tradition continued as the boys dressed
as ladies to push the boundaries of the
Cinderella tale, with Daniel Newell standing
out as the wicked queen. The second was
the excellent performance put together by

Mr Edwards, the cast and crew in the
musical “The Battle of Boat”, centred on
World War 1; there were many Dale Boys
involved with Matthew Shovlin playing a
lead role and Rhys Jenkins, Seth Crisp and
Charlie Appleyard making their Senior
school debuts, whilst Joe Alderdice and
Ryan Liu worked behind the scenes as part
of the Tech Crew.
As the term came to an end, I was
on tenterhooks as the first Nailing Up was
announced under the new rules where
every House Event counted towards the
final score, with some events being worth
double and triple points; but it was not to
be Dale’s term.
After a relaxing break, the boys
returned refreshed and thoughts soon
turned to the 3 big events of the term;
House Singing, the Barney Bash and
Barnard Run. Rehearsals were soon
underway with the Junior Boys singing
Hooked on a Feeling (suggested by Thomas
Newcombe), the whole House singing Love
Runs Out and the boys choosing
Eurythmics’ Sweet Dreams as the Part Song.
I was amazed by the effort put in by the
boys; Mr Connor, Miss Broadbent and
Matthew Shovlin led the Junior practices,
whilst Max Pepper led the whole House
practice. Alongside these rehearsals
Mr Edwards was producing Seussical the
Musical with some Dale Boys, including
Rhys Jenkins, Charlie Appleyard and Sam
Dolby playing significant parts. A very busy
time of year for all involved, culminating in
an excellent performance. On the day of the
competition the Junior Boys performed
admirably and were awarded 3rd place
overall but top boys house. Competition was
tough in the Senior House and Part Song
performances and despite some great
performances we didn’t fare as well.
The boys continued to work as a
team over the term with many different
faces contributing to a number of events,
with the boys demonstrating that we didn’t
just excel in sport. Excellent performances
in House Maths and Physics Challenges
placed us in a good position in the Nailing
Up race and when Dale House led a clean
sweep of the team prizes in the Barnard
Run, our lead in the House points table
looked unassailable. However, conscious
that merits were worth triple points it was
too close to call. Much nail biting at end of
term Nailing Up ensued and with a healthy
cheer Dale House were announced as the
winning boys house by the slimmest of
margins.
After a long Easter break the boys
returned with the Y11s ready for the last
push toward their GCSE’s and the Y13s
studying hard for their A Levels and
contemplating their last days as a
Barnardian. There was a reduced House

Activity programme but the culminating
event, Sports Day, was an opportunity for
the whole House to come together. The
Junior and Inter Boys put us in a good
position in the points table up to Sports
Day, supported by the winning
Wheelbarrow race team of Seth Crisp,
James Newell and Reggie Langton on the
eve of Sports Day. I was impressed by the
number of Y11 and 13 boys who had come
back into school to ensure Dale had its
strongest team out. This proved to be a
massive boost for Dale and we won both the
Junior and Senior competitions and
finished second in the Inters competition,
meaning we won Sports Day overall.
Congratulations to Max Pepper who won
the Victor Ludorum trophy for his
outstanding performance in the 400m,
Triple Jump and Long Jump on the day.
This again put us in a superb position come
nailing up, and when the Merits was
announced as a draw between Dale and
Tees it was to be Dales’ second successive
nailing up. No pressure next year,
Mr McTurk!
Congratulations to James Newell
and Reggie Langton who both completed
their DofE expedition and are well on their
way to achieving their Gold Awards
There are many talented Musicians
within the House. Matthew Shovlin was
announced as the Head of Choir whilst
Matthew, Matthew Forster, Oli Rouse, Tom
Forster, Ryan Liu, Theo Truss and Sam
Franks contributed to musical performances
both in and out of school. Congratulations
to Matthew Forster and Tom Forster who
both achieved a Grade 6 in their Piano exams.
The CCF continues to provide a
significant contribution to both the school
and local community, with this year being
particulary poignant; Fergus Hewitson was
given the honour of the Head of CCF at the
start of the year and earned plaudits from
Mr Lewis for his contribution. Teddy
Hamilton has also made a significant
contribution this year giving up his time
to conduct weapon training with younger
recruits.
A busy last term for the Year 9 boys
saw them run a bake sale and cake raffle in
aid of the Kieran Maxwell Legacy which
aims to raise funds to support research into
childhood cancers. The boys did very well,
and with the support of their tutor Mrs
Wilson, raised a fantastic sum of £165. The
following week we took ourselves to
Team-Sport in Stockton for an evening of
Go-Kart racing along with the Year 9s of
Tees. Unfortunately there were no House
Points involved (Dale were better drivers)
but we had a great night with everybody
having a qualifying race and then a second
race based on qualifying times. The races
were fiercely competitive with many (not

so) gentle nudges (James Hodgson) being
delivered by the boys as they jostled for
track position. The heavier amongst us
found that grip was much better for us but
unfortunately the lighter weight boys
continued to beat us oldies for acceleration
every time.
You will, no doubt, be asking
yourself why there are not more boys
mentioned individually. In all honesty every
boy in Dale House has contributed to their
own and the House success this year. There
have been many highlights from those boys
who have excelled academically, to those
boys that have strived to be the best they
can be. Our sporting success continues and
we are blessed with some talented
musicians, academics, performers and
sportsmen, many of whom have contributed
much outside of the school day.
I would like to take the opportunity
to thank Miss Broadbent for her many years
of service as AHSM in Dale House as she
steps aside. Her care of the boys as they
arrived into Y7 has been exceptional and
her support of me this year has eased the
way. I am pleased that she has chosen to
remain in the House and will stay as the
Y7 Tutor.
I wish all the departing U6th the best
of luck for the future and please keep in
touch and feel free to pop your head into the
House when you visit school. It will be great
to hear how you are getting on. Finally, I
would like to thank all the tutoring staff and
the boys for their support over the year and,
although I regrettably had to take the
decision to step down after one year, rest
assured I have thoroughly enjoyed the
experience and I look forward to continuing
to work in Dale House as the Y9 Tutor.
I wish Mr McTurk all the best as he
takes over the reins and I hope that all in
Dale House will afford him the welcome and
support that I received.
AW

Valete
F.M. Hewitson (2008-2019)
School Monitor, Head of CCF, 1st XI Hockey
Captain. 1st XV Rugby.
E.A.T Hall (2012-2019)
First XV Rugby.
C.F Ellis (2012-2019)
Head of Day School, lectern committee, First
team rugby, drama, noises off Addams family
and battle of boat, cross country, athletics, ccf.
C.E. Lewis (2012 - 2019)
Deputy head of School, Cricket 1st XI Captain,
Hockey 1st XI, CCF, Cricket 1st XI.
M.T. Pepper (2006-2019)
deputy head of house, monitor, 1st XV
captain, 1st XV rugby, lectern club, ccf.
M E Shovlin (2005-2019)
Head of Dale, Head of Choir, Monitor, peer
support, School plays, school choir, chamber
choir.
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DURHAM HOUSE

What a delight it has been to be in charge of Durham House,
although I cannot settle on a word for my role; Housemistress
sounding rather antiquated to me, we soon established ourselves
as Team Durham.
The support from the boys and the
staff has been super. I enjoyed a
gentle start to the role, as the boys
embarked on the House Football
competitions. I remember chatting to
Jackson Smith, my football guru,
about the washing of the House tops,
only to be firmly told that this was a
boys’ House and there would be no
need to worry about the washing of
the House tops until at least half
term! Lesson learned! I enjoyed
watching the boys’ silky football
skills, and the boys enjoyed seeing
their photographs on the House
screen every Thursday morning as
Mrs. Houghton was Team Durham’s
equivalent to David Bailey
(youngsters, google him!)
The second half of term was such a
flurry of activity as pool, table football,
quizzing, rugby, cake decorating, chess,
public speaking, art, swimming, squash and
scrabble were all squeezed in. There were
many stand out memories; Eric Proud,
Henry Turnbull and last minute substitute
Noah Welford won the Junior Public
Speaking with Eric’s take on skiing and
sibling rivalry. The Juniors also went on to
win the cake decorating. I remember the
jubilation on Henry Manley’s face at this
hard won victory. Edward Birch marshalled
the swimming teams, and I was particularly
delighted by the fact that all the boys
volunteered. I had to strong arm no-one;
such was the spirit and camaraderie in
Team Durham. House Drama gave us
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another taste of sweet success, as a
coquettish Snow White (Sylvan Tarn)
stroked the prince’s (Louis Jerrom) face,
and Max Myhan made a hilarious verticallychallenged dwarf. The quiz competition
turned into the Dan Nattrass show, and
Harrison Jones and Otik Gray modelled the
art volunteers into effective team players; a
creditable likeness of our Head of House
now adorns the Inters’ common room.
Indeed, the furnishings in Durham House
have been another source of House pride.
The boys have really responded positively to
all the behind the scenes work on improving
the House areas: fresh carpets, sofas,
lockers, table tennis tables etc. The boys
have really proved the naysayers wrong,
who thought that boys would never look
after such things. Indeed, the Inter’
common room is often throbbing to the
throng of chatter from pupils from other
houses spending their free time in Durham.
The Juniors enjoyed a pizza night
with Mr. Donnelly and Mrs. Norrie before
strutting their stuff at the disco, while Mr.
Beaty took his tutees for a more
sophisticated soiree in Costa.
I enjoyed watching chess, scrabble
and squash. Josh Duarte made his first
foray into the world of competitive scrabble,
along with Ollie Schaible, who was already a
convert. As I watched Joe Bale thrashing his
opponent at squash, I made a mental note
not to challenge him to a game! My table
tennis skills came on a great deal, as I
enjoyed my lunchtime cuppa in the Y11
common room, playing table tennis. In the

rugby competition, the boys really dug deep,
as our Senior team was depleted by an
injured Callum Robinson, who had to resign
himself to watching from the side.
Sportsman’s tears sprang from Archie
McGill’s eyes when Team Durham were
beaten into second place in the Juniors’;
such was the depth of passion and
commitment to the House. Christmas lunch
was a fantastic end to the Michaelmas term,
surpassed only by the delight of being the
House which nailed up. This felt especially
wonderful as it was the first time where
every competition counted, every scrabble
tile placed, every rugby pass made, every
merit achieved. The fist pump from Louis,
Head of House, and the delight on the boys’
faces made my chest swell with pride.
The Lent term brought us House
Singing, and the bit of the job that made my
knees turn to jelly. Mr. Edwards likened my
singing to gargling gravel, so it really was up
to the boys to show us what they were made
of. Though the judging remained as
controversial as ever, our boys did the
House proud. I truly had never seen
Durham House so committed to the Singing
Competition, and the attendance on the
night was 100 percent, again, with no strong
arming required. The Juniors made props
in their Independent Study lessons, and
perfected the actions to their song
themselves. Mrs Norrie and Mr. Donnelly
were so thrilled with their rendition of the
Wurzels’ “Combine Harvester” that we
might have to continue the theme next year,
and do their other hit, “We are the cider
drinkers!” The part song of “Runaround
Sue” never left my head for three weeks,
and the image of the boys willingly dressing
up in outlandish sunglasses and inflatable
pink flamingos for the unison song is
burned onto the back of my retinas! Joint
second Boys House was like an Olympic
Gold! Indeed, Mr. Lavery said that he was
singing “Shotgun” for days after; I will have
to get Will Beanland to pick the song again
next year!
Louis Jerrom, Leon Blackburn and
Will Hunter put in an excellent performance
on the night of the Senior Public Speaking
Competition, and a controversial topic was
handled with growing maturity.
Next came the serious business of
running! The practices for the Bash began,
and while Mr. Riley, ever gazelle like, led
the way, I dragged my carcass round at the
rear. On the first practice, I found Jackson

Smith and Joe Bainbridge hiding behind a
wall hoping to escape with just the Junior
loop. However, both boys redeemed
themselves, Joe spectacularly so, stepping
in at the last moment on the day of the Run
when we were a man down. There were
many notable performances in both the
Bash and the Run, and we won an
impressive piece of silverware for coming
first in the Bash; yet another competition
where every boy counted, and I was
delighted to see Louis collect the trophy at
nailing up. There were other memories that
I will cherish too; Jack Charge, Callum
Robinson and Alex Thomas hurtling to the
line, giving their all, and the whole of the
juniors as one, running back up the field
again to run the last 100 metres once more
with the last man in, Jake Roberts,
encouraging him all the way; Sam BakerBird did every practice in an eclectic mix of
borrowed kit, and regularly arrived over the
line, Zola Budd (again, youngsters google
her) style without his shoes, but always with
that infectious smile on his face.
The summer term should have been
a term of leather on willow, but
unfortunately the Senior House Cricket had
to be cancelled because of the inclement
weather, though at least the rainy days
made it easier for the exam groups to

knuckle down to the serious graft of
revision. We practiced for the French orals
in any free moment, and we took Biology
revision to Capri as the Y11s enjoyed a pizza
night together before they began their study
leave. Y7,8,9 and 10 all enjoyed end of term
pizza nights, and the boys were cracking
company. The Y11 Prom was super; all the
boys looked dapper and they thoroughly
threw themselves into the spirit of the
Ceilidh. The Charity Wheelbarrow Race
provided great entertainment. Dom
Williamson not only created our Roman
chariot, but then on a hot afternoon, he
pushed it around the 400 metre track twice
with Callum Robinson wearing a full horse
costume! The boys have supported charity
events well, and I have been heartened by
those that have contributed regularly to our
support of the local foodbank.
Sports Day then provided us with
much end of term drama. The tug of war
proved a great spectator sport. Team
Durham gave it their all, and the boys had
the rope burns to prove it! There were stand
out performances, but every boy played their
part and did their best for the House. It was
lovely to see such House pride on display.
As the end of term approaches, I
would like to say a big thank you to all my
tutors, Mrs. Houghton and to Mr. Riley, who

has been an outstanding assistant, and a
great role model for the boys. I also need to
bid a temporary farewell to Mrs. Gibson, who
will be on maternity leave in September. We
will be thinking of her, and can’t wait to hear
about her new family addition. It is with a
heavy heart that we say a fond farewell to
Mr. Edwards, as he takes up his new role as
Housemaster of Old Courts. We will miss
him, and I am sure that he will retain a soft
spot for Team Durham.
AJC

Valete
Joe Bainbridge (2017-2019)
Fire Officer, House Singing.
Louis J S Jerrom (2012-2019)
Head of Durham House, 2nd XV Rugby,
House Drama, House Singing, House Rugby
Connor M Maguire (2008-2019)
Deputy Head of Durham House, School
Monitor, 1st XI Hockey, 2nd XV Rugby, House
Cross Country, House Swimming, House
Cricket, House Rugby
Tomas Nicholson (2006-2019)
House Monitor, 1st Squash Captain, Tech
Crew, Wind Band
Callum J Robinson (2012-2019)
School Council, 1st XV Rugby, 1st XI Football
Jackson R Smith (2014-2019)
Head of RAF, 1st XI Football Captain, 2nd XI
Football, 3rd XV Rugby Vice Captain.
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LONGFIELD HOUSE

My very first day as the Longfield Housemistress was a real eye
opener. Lots of new and old Longfield girls arrived at the door,
brimming with enthusiasm, ready to start a new chapter – it
really was an exciting time.
I had my first House meeting at 8pm,
where we introduced the new girls
and also our Head of House, Caitlyn
Mitchell, and Deputy Head of House,
Jasmine Hooper. I also introduced
the girls to our other Upper Sixth,
Amy Morrill, Head of Boarding, and
House Monitor Claudia Pearson.
The Michaelmas term was an
exceptionally busy one with House
Competitions. We had hockey, swimming,
art, cake decorating, football, dodgeball,
scrabble, Junior and Inter public speaking,
squash, drama and the Inter/Senior quiz. In
the latter, we were the winning girls House,

and my thanks must go to Caitlyn Mitchell,
Stephanie Schnurr, Georgie Walton and
Sian Ho. These four girls pulled it out of the
bag in the dying seconds of the competition,
working well as a team to secure a win for
the girls. Likewise, team spirit was the order
of the day when it came to House drama.
Ironically, there was a little drama in the
build up to this competition, but the
performance that the girls put on when it
came to the competition was impressive,
especially Georgie Rhodes who remembered
a phenomenal number of lines. Every girl
participated in at least one competition this
term and worked hard to contribute to the

overall House points.
At the end of this term, I had
organised for some new awards to be given,
all named after previous HSMs of Longfield
House. These prizes will be awarded
biannually, once at the end of the
Michaelmas term, and once at the Longfield
Dinner. The Pepper award for contribution
to House activities was awarded to Sasha
Ivashchenko. The Seddon prize for House
pride was awarded to Hannah Booth. The
Everall award for kindness and
consideration was awarded to Georgie
Walton. Merit prizes, for those girls in each
year who received the most merits in the
Michaelmas term, were also given to: Aimee
Willey, Martha Rokk, Saskia Horseman
Sewell, Mia Luz, Rebecca Nichols, Petra
Kadlecova and Jasmine Hooper.
The Lent term saw a multitude of
rehearsals in preparation for the House
Singing Competition. When I was the
Marwood HSM, this competition was a very
important one, but Longfield took it to a
whole new level! However, the build up to
this competition included some of my
favourite moments of the term. Almost
every night, we had every girl in Y9 and
above working together to create something
magical. One rehearsal finished with all of
the girls dancing to ‘Cha, Cha, Slide’, with
all of them smiling and happy – a great
moment. For the Part Song the girls did a
mash up of ‘Concrete Jungle’ and ‘Empire
State of Mind’, organised by Amy Morrill
and Caitlyn Mitchell. The adjudicator said it
was very striking; she loved the
arrangement and thought it was very
sophisticated. We were awarded 1st place.

For the Unison, the girls did ‘Why did it
have to be me’ by Abba. The adjudicator
said the girls had great movement with real
humour and playfulness. They were again
awarded 1st place, coming 1st overall in the
Inter/Senior section.
In the second half of the Lent term,
House activity time was dominated with
Barney Bash practices. Prior to this,
knowing how the girls feel about running, I
did fear that the positivity with which we
ended the half term after the singing
competition could have been quickly lost.
However, I was so impressed with the
majority of the House who took to the
practices with enthusiasm, knowing that the
feeling they would get at the end of the run
would overtake the dread they felt before it!
Likewise, during the actual Barney Bash,
each and every girl put in effort to ensure
that we could maximise our points for the
House. As expected, some took this more
seriously than others, and to those that
clearly care so much about Longfield House,
I thank you.
The Lent term was a very successful
one, with many impressive performances in
the Bash and Run, good team spirit in the
netball competitions and impressive
speeches by Rebecca Nichols, Caitlyn
Mitchell and Hannah Booth in the Senior
House Public Speaking Competition. The

three girls did very well and were placed
2nd, with the adjudicator commenting on
what a great team they were. We also did
very well in the Inter/Senior Maths
challenge as the winning girls House, and
Georgie Walton, Clara Billerbeck, Martha
Rokk and Sasha Ivashchenko took on all of
the Houses in the Physics Challenge and
won.
Merit prizes, for those girls in each
year who received the most merits in the
Lent term, were given to: Sasha Ivaschenko,
Martha Rokk, Chloe Willey, Katie Baxter,
Stephanie Schnurr and Jasmine Hooper.
The focus in the Trinity term was
mainly on exam preparation, both for those
students doing external and internal exams.
However, we started the term with
something to look forward to with the
Longfield Dinner. This was a lovely evening
where we got to say goodbye to the
departing U6th, and celebrate the amazing
Longfield girls. The Pepper award for
contribution to House activities was
awarded to Rebecca Nichols. The Seddon
prize for House pride was awarded to Libby
Helyer. The Everall award for kindness and
consideration was awarded to Petra
Kadlecova. We also awarded the Clouston
Cup, which is given each year at the Dinner
to the girl who tries hard in all that she does
and does so with a positive attitude. This

was given to Claudia Pearson.
House activities in this term involved
lots of mixing between the Houses, and very
few House points awarded – the focus was
on having fun in the sun… or actually the
rain! However, Sports Day crept upon us
very quickly, so we focused on practice for
that so that we could pick our very best
team. This was a hugely successful day that
was enjoyed by all. There were far too many
outstanding performances to mention, but I
must say a big thank you to Luisa Rocke
who stepped in to do the 800m at the last
minute. Congratulations must also go to
Ellie Jones who was the Junior Victrix
Lodorum.
In the last week of term, we
announced the end of term merit winners:
Aimee Willey, Martha Rokk, Sian Ho, Katie
Baxter, Hannah Booth and Jasmine
Hooper. We also informed the girls who
next year’s Head of House would be –
Georgie Rhodes. Georgie and I also asked
Nicole Lucey to be the Deputy Head of
House.
I wish all of the leavers, Jasmine
Hooper, Caitlyn Mitchell, Amy Morrill and
Claudia Pearson, the very best of luck with
their future studies and careers. You have
all been brilliant to work with and I will
miss seeing you in the House.
LJB

Valete
Caitlyn Mitchell (2017-2019)
Head of Longfield, Head of Choir, PR of
Rotary Interact Club Committee, monitor,
Peer Support, Debate team, Lectern Club,
Chamber Orchestra, Sweeney Todd, The
Battle of Boat, Chamber Choir, Big Band.
Jasmine Hooper (2010-2019)
CCF, 3rd Hockey Captain, 1st Rounders (vice
Captain), Chapel Choir, Lectern Club, Peer
Support, Deputy head of house, Musicals,
Plays, Full Colours for Drama.
Amy Morrill (2011-2019)
Head of Boarding, CCF (sergeant), 1st hockey
(vice-captain), Chapel Choir, 3rd Netball,
Grade 8 singing, Lectern Committee, Peer
Support, Musicals.
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MARWOOD HOUSE

What an incredible first year as Marwood Housemistress it has
been! I have thoroughly enjoyed the year and there have been so
many highlights.
Our year started with the
announcement of Lily Dickinson as
Head of House, along with her deputies
Ellie Dalton and Claire Harrison.
The U6th girls have had many
responsibilities in the school this year,
with Madeleine Forsyth being Head of
Prep School, Tamara Ullyart taking up
the new position of Deputy Head of
School Academic and Agnes Watson
and Kira Meikle also being Deputy
Heads of School. They have all been
fantastic role models for our younger
members of Marwood House.
We had a very successful
Michaelmas term, filled with plenty of
activities and competitions. This year all
House competitions and merits have
counted towards the end of year Nailing Up.
The competition was rife, yet also provided
us with a lot of fun. In terms of House
hockey, the Inters came 1st after a tough
penalty shuffle competition against Bowes,
whereas the Juniors lost out on penalty
shuffles. In House swimming, Juniors came
second and demonstrated some pleasing
results and in the Inter and Senior
competition we were very deserving
winners after winning all but one race
throughout the whole afternoon.
This term also saw the Junior and
Inter Public Speaking Competition. I would
like to thank Heather Brown, Hatty
Whitburn and Emily Minikin for an
interesting and engaging talk on animal
welfare; they were placed second. I would
also like to thank Emma Hardy, Grace
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Robinson and Ruby Smith for their
passionate and enthusiastic speech, also
placed second. This term also saw the
House drama competition and I would like
to thank the following pupils for their effort
and commitment in performing their piece
with such enthusiasm: Tabitha Hilsdon,
Maisie Clarke, Heather Brown, Emma
Hardy, Catherine Stephenson, Amelia
Oates, Verity Fullerton – Smith, Esia
Forsyth and Josie Powell. I would like to
give a special thank you to Kira Meikle for
her organisation of this. I think the biggest
highlight of Michaelmas term is our annual
Christmas Movie and Pizza night. This year
we watched Nativity. Lily, Claire and Ellie
did a fantastic job of organising the night
and an even better job in assessing how
much pizza would be needed to feed all of
the hungry mouths!
At the end of every term, we award
the following trophies: Lucy Dalton won the
Triers Trophy for her consistent positive
attitude and enthusiasm towards all things
Marwood related, Katie Riddell won the
Jackson-Hardy award for being the most
positive in the term and the Holmes Activity
Award was won by Maddy Tyrell-Edwards
for her exceptional take up of a wide range
of House activities. Well done to all. This
hugely successful term resulted in us
nailing up – a wonderful achievement for
the whole House.
The Lent term was occupied by two
of the biggest school events; House Singing
and the Barnard Run. During the first half
of term, singing could be heard all around

school. Our Juniors sang ‘Find your way
back home’ by Hannah Montana, the
part-song was ‘Send my love’ by Adele and
the unison was ‘Steal my girl’ by One
Direction. I would like to give a special
thanks to the 6th Form for their hard work
and dedication, particularly the U6th. They
arranged rehearsals, came up with the
actions (and props) and were a great help to
the Juniors. I was particularly impressed
with all those who took part in the part
song; the hours that they put in were
phenomenal, often staying in school until
7pm to make sure it was perfect. I would
like to give a special mention to Kira Meikle
who did the arrangement for this and to Lily
Dickinson for leading the unison.
Additionally, I would like to say thank you
to Ellie Dalton and Claire Harrison for how
well they led the younger year groups. It
was a fantastic night and everyone gave it
their best shot.
Before we knew it, it was time for the
Barney Bash and each Wednesday night we
had a Barney Bash practice. Unfortunately,
it seemed that a nasty virus was doing the
rounds during this time. However,
Marwood still put in a great performance.
In the Senior competition we came 3rd,
Inters came 2nd and Juniors came 3rd.
Ahead of the Barney Run, the team sheet
was put up well in advance and I was
incredibly pleased by the number of girls
who came forward and offered to be
reserves, ready to step in at last minute if
needed - the sign of a true Marwoodian!
Once again it was a fantastic morning and
our very own Maddy Forsyth won the
Senior competition convincingly, despite
this being her first return to exercise after
nearly two weeks with a chest infection.
Josie Powell also came 3rd and in the Inter
race Maisy Squires came in 3rd, another
brilliant achievement. Each runner gave it
their all, and that is exactly what was asked
of them. I am already looking forward to
seeing what they can achieve next year.
Lent term also saw the Senior Public
Speaking Competition take place, a great
event and it certainly did not disappoint.
The team consisted of Abbie Salkeld,
Tamara Ullyart and Amy Richardson and
they came up with a humorous, yet
informative, speech called ‘An Ode to
Organisation’. Unfortunately, Abbie was
unable to take part on the night, so Verity
Fullerton–Smith stepped into the position
of chair at the last minute. They all did an

incredible job and not only spoke well, but
handled the questions at the end with
elegance and ease. They were placed 1st and
were very deserving of this. Towards the
end of the term we saw the introduction of
some new House activities; the physics and
maths challenges and the FIFA competition.
The penultimate day of term saw the Junior
netball competition and we were crowned
winners after a nail biting match with
Bowes; we scored the winning goal in the
final few minutes. Well done to all involved.
After a busy term it was a very
difficult decision to decide who would be
winning the awards. Verity Fullerton-Smith
won the Triers Trophy for her impressive
contributions to both the school and the
House. The Jackson-Hardy award was given
to Hatty Whitburn for her joyous positivity
and the Holmes Activity Cup was awarded
to Amy Richardson.
The Trinity Term is meant to be
plenty of sun and outdoor activities;
however, the weather was not kind to us.
This meant that many activities and fixtures
were cancelled, although many games of
wink murder were played! The younger
years were able to take part in some fun,
mixed competitions that were organised by
the L6th, and the Juniors were very
deserving House rounders winners.
During the last week of term we
competed exceptionally well in Sports Day,
I was impressed with our House spirit and
determination and there were some stand
out performances. Heather Brown set the

new school record for the Triple Jump,
Scarlet Sinclair was placed 1st in the
Javelin, Maddy Tyrell-Edwards came out on
top in the High Jump and Maddy Forsyth
ran an impressive 1500m race, also
finishing in first place. We came 2nd overall
for the Juniors and Inters, and 3rd in the
Seniors. I would like to thank every member
of the House who competed and represented
Marwood with pride, and I would like to
give a special thank you to those who stepped
into compete at the last moment. We also had
the first of our annual House Picnic and
Games evenings during the last week and this
was a very relaxed night and much fun was
had to celebrate the end of the academic year.
This term, the Holmes cup was
awarded to Lucy Nattrass, the Jackson-

Valete
Eleanor Dalton (2007-2019)
Deputy Head of House; Monitor; Charity
Committee; Peer Support, CCF, Hockey,
Netball; School Musical.
Lily Dickinson (2010-2019)
Head of House, 1st Netball; 2nd Hockey.
Madeleine Forsyth (2008-2019)
Head of Prep, Joint Head of Charity Committee;
Peer Supporter, 1st Netball, 1st Hockey Vice
Captain, Chapel Choir; Singing; Woodwind;
Drum Kit; Musicals.
Sarah Graystone (2010-2019)
Deputy Head of RAF; Peer Support, 1st Hockey.
Claire Harrison (2009-2019)
Deputy Head of House; Monitor; Peer Support,
1st Hockey; tennis.

Hardy to Maisy Squires and the Triers
Trophy to Neve Crisp. At the end of every
year, we also award the McGill prize for the
girl in the House who embodies the traits of
service, leadership and endeavour. In the
opinion of the tutor team, there was no-one
more deserving of this than Ellie Dalton.
I would like to say a huge thank you
to the all of the tutor team for their very hard
work and dedication and I would like to give
a special mention and thank you to Charles
Alderson. Charles has been part of Marwood
House for 20 years and was assistant
Housemaster for many years, taking over the
realm for maternity cover twice. Charles is
moving across to Tees, and we wish him
every success in his new House.
OJH

Kira Meikle (2015-2019)
Deputy Head of School; Academic Officer; Peer
Support, School Dance Captain; School Drama
(actor/dancer); Singing; 2nd Team Hockey and
Netball; Full Colours for Drama.
Lucy Rainbow (2017-2019)
Peer Support.
Katherine Stewart (2012-2018)
Peer Support, CCF; School Plays; athletics.
Tamara Ullyart-Edwards (2017-2019)
Deputy Head Academic; SFCR Steering Officer;
Lectern Committee; Peer Support;, Chapel Choir;
School Musical (Sweeney Todd); Chess Club.
Agnes Watson (2017-2019)
Deputy Head of School; Peer Support, 1st
Netball; 3rd Hockey.
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NORTHUMBERLAND
HOUSE

Once again the monitor team assembled at the start of the
academic year to guide both our returning and new House
members and lead them to make a new start filled with
opportunities and anticipation.
The House went from strength to
strength with School competitions
upholding House spirit and making it
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a busy place to be. The welcoming of
our new matron Lindy offered a
breath of fresh air to the boy’s day-to-

day lives and under the guidance of
our 6th Form leaders, North’ House
thrived across the three terms.
Michaelmas began with House
football which both offered a fantastic
opportunity for the new and pre-existing
members to bond over the first match
against Tees, meaning by the end of the first
week all the boys were fully integrated into
boarding life. The ensuing weeks of the
competition offered a draw to close rivals
York House, a fantastic win against Dale
and, in what turned out to be a riveting
match, a draw against Durham, who in the
tense final moments came out victorious
over us in the penalty shootout. A huge
thanks must be offered to the monitor team
who got the boys out there, week after week,
and to the boys themselves, who showed a
fantastic sense of teamwork and
sportsmanship to overcome teams who, on
paper, appeared to be clear winners.
The second half of Michaelmas
brought in darker evenings and a host of
competitions from scrabble, chess and cake
decorating to table tennis and dodgeball. A
special mention must go to our Senior
swimming team who won every individual
event, ensuring North’ House dominated
the event by over 20 points. The term

culminated in the prestigious House Drama
competition which kept everyone busy and
involved boys from across all years. With
the Head of House James Dods as the main
character and a host of boys acting
alongside him, the script written and
organised by Archie Hunt was brought to
life and the ensemble thrived with help
from newcomer Teo Cartes who held things
together behind the scenes. Their collective
effort culminated in a hilarious performance
which, while not capturing the judges’
hearts, became the crowd’s favourite and
provided a fantastic moment for the House
spirit. The Senior Rugby competition was a
hard fought one. The boys combined with
their fellow boarders York to defeat Tees
and Durham respectively. The match
against Dale was a contentious one, and
after a hard fought battle the boys came an
honourable 2nd to their Day House rivals,
who played with equal tenacity.
After a long winter break, the boys
came back with the promise of House
Singing in the first half term and the
prestigious Barnard Run in the second. The
House was kept busy with singing
preparations throughout the first half of the
term and a commendation must be made to
the House leaders who held everything
together and prepared the boys
fantastically. By the time of the big night,
hours had been spent practising and all the
boys hard work came to the surface as the
Part songs original take on Cooler than Me
won over the judge, placing
Northumberland as the best boys’ house
and 3rd overall. Our efforts were further
displayed in the unison song as even when
things began to go wrong half way through
the rendition, our determination and good
nature shone through to finish the song and
evening in a good nature. Alongside the
Singing, both Junior and Inter House Public
Speaking competitions took place.
After a quick half term break the
boys were welcomed back and thrown into
Barnard Run preparations. While inferior to
our Day House rivals in number, our
commitment to practicing harder and more
frequently than ever before meant by the
time of the event we were a formidable
opponent for any other House. The Juniors
put in a valiant effort with a fantastic
performance from Fraser Wallace who
managed to place 3rd a year young in the
competition. In the Inters, a similar level of
grit was shown as all the boys got round

with all the boys offering commendable
performances. Seniors gave everything on
the cross country route with boys who
wouldn’t typically enjoy running giving it
their all to try and gain a House victory. The
boys led from the front as Archie Hunt won
with a sizeable lead, setting a new course
record in the process. This impressive
performance was followed by Charles
Metcalfe and George Spence who also
finished in the top 10. In that same week the
Senior Public Speaking competition took
place. The team consisted of Tomas Valdivia
as the chair, Archie Hunt as the main
speaker and Andrea Torroni as the vote of
thanks. As ever, the crowd was humoured
by Northumberland’s original, comical and
clever entry and in a very competitive
competition we came in 3rd overall,
bringing home the prize for best individual
speaker. The term was rounded off with the
Squash competitions. Historically,
Northumberland has performed well in this
event and this year was no different. The
Junior and Senior teams showed high levels
of skill and determination to ensure we
dominated the competition once again, with
the Seniors winning by over 15 points.
Trinity term came around in a quick
fashion and along with it so did both the
allure of the summer holidays and the dread
of exam season. The House was kept busy
with examinations being at the forefront of
everyone’s mind. Regardless of academic
pressures however, House life thrived. Fun
events like the wheelbarrow race were
competed in and evenings were spent on the
pitches playing rounders, tennis and
enjoying each other’s company. All of this
House spirit culminated in a gloriously hot
Sports Day. While being short on numbers,
the boys still performed with excellent

Valete
James Dods (2012-2019)
Head of House, School Monitor, School Rugby,
House Rugby, CCF, Peer Support, School Choir
(half colours), Athletics (HMC gold Shot &
Discuss), Barnard Run, House Hockey, 1st
Team Hockey, John Robinson award for Sport
(M-18), House part song.
Drew Dyson (2017-2019)
1st XI Football, House Hockey, Barnard Run.
Kim Liu (2017-2019)
House Monitor, Peer Tutorials (Maths),
Film Crew
Charles Metcalfe (2008-2019)
Deputy Head of House, 1st XV Rugby, 1st VII
Rugby, 1st XI Cricket, School Athletics, House

attitudes, offering some impressive results
in the process. Another strong run came
from Archie Hunt who managed to secure
the house victories in both the 1500m and
3000m respectively. Northumberland
finished the day strong with a win in the
Senior boys’ house relay.
The year brought with it great
change with the introduction of our new
house matron. As we have gotten used to
new figures within the house, an old one
prepares to move on. Chris McTurk who has
served as Northumberland’s deputy for 4
years moves on to become the new
Housemaster for Dale house. We thank him
for his service as a tutor, leader and friend
to many of the North’ boys over the years
and we look forward to the forthcoming
friendly rivalry that will inevitably come
when he begins to captain one of our rival
Houses in September.
The year has been a fantastic one with
the House’s spirit and camaraderie never
failing to amaze me. There have been both
individual and collective efforts throughout
the year that only make the House stronger
and I would like to thank our Head of House
James Dods for his strong leadership across
the terms. He has been aptly supported by
his deputies George Spence and Charles
Metcalfe and the Head Boy Tomas Valdivia
who have all given a strong leadership
presence during their final year. With their
farewell I look forward to building on their
legacy with new leadership as Edward
Rhodes becomes our new Head of House,
with Andrea Torroni and Harry Johnstone as
his deputies. The boys have a strong
monitorship team behind them to make sure
next year can build on the success we have
enjoyed this time around.
LDM

Athletics (Victor Ludorum), Barnard Run,
School Cross Country, School Swimming,
School Hockey, House Hockey (Durham),
House part song.
Maxim Simon (2017-2019)
1st Team Tennis, House Football, House
swimming, Barnard Run.
George Spence (2013-2019)
Deputy Head of House, 1st Team Football,
1st Team Hockey, School Choir(half colours),
Peer support, House Hockey (captain 18),
Barnard Run, House part song.
Tomas Valdivia Araya (2017-2019)
Head Boy, 2nd XV Rugby (captain,
Half colours), School Choir (Half colours),
School Musical, House Public Speaking,
House part song, House Athletics,
Barnard run.
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TEES HOUSE

The second album; a difficult proposition for any Housemaster
but especially so for me having seen the boys put in so much
effort last year. The boys returned in September to find some
changes in the common rooms; all the 6th Form now share one
common room, giving more space to the Y9, 10 and 11.
My DIY skills were put to the test
installing new benching along the
North wall and 5 leather sofas were
brought in to make the place more
comfortable. The Tees tutor team
remained mostly unchanged, other
than losing Miss Masterman to the
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boarding house. Charlie Townson
took the mantel of Head of House
with Robert Hardy and Carl Jones as
his deputies.
Michaelmas term was full of
competition: tug of war, dodgeball, public
speaking, swimming, drama, cake

decorating, Scrabble, chess, football and
rugby. Tees House fought hard to nail up
but finished 2nd to Durham House. Our
term was not without silverware though; the
Junior boys won the football trophy and
had a pizza party to celebrate, and also won
the chess competition. At Inter level we
dominated House Rugby; seeing Ben “the
wrecking ball” Thompson barrelling
through and scattering dozens of Durham,
Dale, North and York boys is a highlight of
my year. Inters also won the House Pool
competition. At Senior level the World War
2 trench cake earned them first place in the
cake decorating competition. In House
Drama we re-told the story of Snow White;
Archie Coward was a very fetching Snow
White in a rather skimpy costume
purchased by him. Joseph Johnson played
the wicked witch who poisoned Snow
White’s apple (computer). 2nd place in the
boys Houses was a good achievement. At
Nailing up, Tees was the best boy’s House in
the termly merit competition; Bagi Ali and
new addition to Tees House Sam Carling
both achieved gold certificates at 6th Form
level; an amazing achievement. For the
Michaelmas term the following House
Prizes were awarded: Y7-8 Prize to Daniel
Raper, Y9-11 prize to William Gibbons, 6th
Form Prize to Archie Coward and the

Monitor’s prize to Finlay Hunton.
In the Lent term the Junior boys
dominated House Hockey, winning the
whole competition with the A team and the
runners-up competition with the B team. At
House Singing the Juniors performed
‘When I grow up’ from the musical Matilda
complete with Silly String finale, the part
song was a very ambitious attempt at
Gangster’s Paradise by Coolio; the boys
really pulled together and exceeded
expectations. The unison was ‘Sit down’ by
James, which went down well with the
judge. In the Barney Run Tees struggled to
achieve podium positions except for Joe
Roff who came 2nd in the Senior race and
William Hutchinson who came 2nd in the
Juniors. In the Barney Bash we proved to be
much stronger and the whole House worked
together to take 2nd place overall. Nailing
up was on course to be the closest yet.
Sadly, things did not go our way, winning
the merit competition for a 5th straight time
took us to within 1.5 points of Dale House
but was not enough to secure the win
overall. For the Lent term the following
House Prizes were awarded: Y7-8 Prize to
Harry Maude, Y9-11 prize to Daniel Walls
and the Sixth Form Prize to Owen Greaves.
Trinity term was busy and fruitful;
our aircraft themed wheelbarrow was
runner-up in the ‘best decorated
wheelbarrow’ prize. The wheelbarrow race
did not go our way owing to a collision and
subsequent injury at the start, but Oliver
Dickinson jumped aboard, and George
Southall and Archie Coward fought back to
claim 3rd place in the boys’ race. Ali Hashimi
was awarded a purple heart in chapel for

injuries sustained in wheelbarrow-related
battle. In House Cricket the Juniors romped
to victory, beating Dale House with some
excellent strategy in the final.
Sports Day was very successful with
fantastic individual and team performances.
Charlie Thompson won all three of his
events as well as contributing to a 4 x 100
victory. Tees won the Tug of War at all three
age groups thanks to some excellent
teamwork and sheer determination. Joseph
Brookes won the High Jump and Daniel
Hughes won the Shot. At Senior level
Nicholas Ingram won the 200 and 100
metres to finish his final sports day on a
high note. At nailing up, Tees was
announced as the best boy’s House in the
termly merit competition for the 6th term in
a row. Trinity term the following House
Prizes were awarded: Y7-8 Prize to Thomas
Eardley, Y9-11 prize to Oliver Harwood,
Sixth Form Prize to Sam Carling and the
Monitor’s prize to Dan Hughes.
As the year draws to a close, I must
thank the U6th House leadership team of
Charlie Townson, Carl Jones and Robert
Hardy. Charlie’s affability with the other
boys and the dedication he has shown to
Tees is wonderful. Rob’s work ethic and
organisation has been a real asset to us, as
have Carl’s efforts; particularly with the
Junior House Singing. The following end of
year prizes were awarded: Gentleman of the
Year to Harry Maude, Housemaster’s Prize
to William Gibbons, Contribution to Sport
to Charlie Thompson and Head of House’s
Prize to Sam Steer-Richards. Selecting a
member of the L6th to lead the House next
year is never an easy task. I have, however,

selected Archie Coward to be the Head of
House next year - I have no doubt he will
approach the role with dedication.
Finally, I must thank the excellent
tutor team who have worked so hard to
ensure the boys have such excellent pastoral
care. Mr Toyne has tutored every Y7 boy
who has joined Tees House during the last
19 years, and continues to do so with care
and compassion. Mr Lennon’s kind and
gentle nature has helped guide and support
the Y8 boys. Mr Dunn’s organisation and
diligence are an excellent example to all of
the Y9 boys in his care. Dr Cosstick’s care
and straight-talking has gotten the Y10 off
to a great start to their GCSE years. Mrs
Beaty has seen her group of Y11s through 2
years of GCSEs and kept them on track. Mr
Gedye has tutored the Y12 and gotten them
off to a great start in their A-level years. I
have enjoyed my role as Y13 tutor this year
with the ‘fab five’ and wish them all the best
on results day and beyond.
HWF

Valete
Charles Townson (4 years)
Head of Tees House, 1st XV Rugby, 1st X
rugby, 1st VII Rugby, 2nd Cricket Cpt.
Robert R Hardy (11 years)
Monitor, Deputy Head of Tees House,
1st XV Rugby, 1st X rugby, 1st XII Hockey,
1st XII Football.
Nicholas Ingram (2 years)
2nd XV Rugby, Athletics Team.
Carl S Jones (4 years)
Monitor, Deputy Head of Tees House, 3rd XV
rugby Capt’, 2nd XV Rugby, Athletics Team.
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YORK HOUSE

The re-filling of the boarding house after a quiet summer break is
always a great start to School year for me; with returning boys
meeting new housemates for the first time, the atmosphere is
always a lively one.
This year was no different as York
House welcomed a mass of new boys
from Y9 to 6th Form. The seamless
integration of all the new boys with
the old has allowed the House to
strengthen like never before and I
have been nothing but impressed by
the character and spirit shown by
York boys across the year.
Michaelmas began with the football
competition; despite the cold, wet weather
the boys got themselves out to the pitches
week after week to put on a good show of
sportsmanship. Though individual
performances from team captain Chris
Richards and strong running from Freddie
Lockwood gave the team an edge over their
competitors, it was not enough to overcome
York’s friendly rivals Northumberland. The
story was similar against both Dale and
Durham, whom York also lost to by a
narrow margin. Success eventually came,
however, when we triumphed over Tees in a
hard fought match that brought out the best
in the boys. Similarly, in the Inter and
Junior competitions, in which York
combined with Northumberland to build
up numbers; whilst the House was not
successful, if only its victory counts are
looked upon, the competition exemplified
the strong character and determination of
the boys while also giving them a chance to
gel as a team for the first time.
House Rugby was also a pinnacle in
the term for lots of York house members.
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Once again, York teamed up with its North’
House comrades to take on their Day House
rivals. Breezing through our first two
matches against Durham and Tees, the boys
were tested in a contentious final match
against Dale. Eventually coming second to
Dale, the team was inevitably disappointed
but I was nonetheless impressed by the
courage and determination shown by all
participants. With special mentions going to
Freddie Lockwood, Edward Lockwood and
Jacob Edwards, who displayed fantastic
attitudes and skill throughout the
afternoon. In the Junior Rugby, we were
faced with a serious lack in numbers
meaning everyone had to play every match.
Despite this clear disadvantage I heard little
in the form of complaints, and though the
results did not swing in our favour by the
end, I could not have been happier with our
performance. The Inters faced a similar
problem to Juniors and once again rose to
the challenge, defeating some of their Day
rivals in the process.
The House was also kept busy with
an array of smaller competitions, from
swimming to cake decorating and scrabble,
the range of activities was vast and our boys
got stuck in producing valuable House
points in the process. This was topped off
towards the end of the term with the
fantastic House Drama competition. York
House was kept busy in the weeks leading
up to the competition. With a script written
by Jamie Fawcett, the Jack and the

Beanstalk themed entry was aptly led by
Robert Harris who was commended on his
confident performance by staff and pupils
alike. It was a great show that York put on,
and we were rewarded with a 3rd place
finish for our efforts.
Lent term came around and by early
January the House was filled by York boys
once again. The term promised the
challenge of the prestigious Barnard Run
but before the boys could turn their minds
to cross country, preparations for House
Singing had to be made. Head of House
Chris Richards and his deputy Jamie
Fawcett portrayed stellar commitment to
the house and to the event with
their organising of the practices every night.
As the event drew closer tension began to
heat up and I was simply amazed by the
hard work and commitment shown by our
part song contingent. When the night came
the part song was up first. To put it simply,
it was a fantastic effort. Led by Chris, Jamie
and Liam Rusk, the song was seamless and
offered a sense of professionalism rarely
found in House competitions. Both myself
and the crowd were shocked by the judge’s
unfairly low mark of the song and it remains
a sore point for the boys involved to this
day. As ever though, York House rose up to
the challenge for the unison song in which
we performed Pompeii with costumes and
dance moves involved. This performance hit
all the right notes and we were aptly
rewarded with full marks, meaning we
finished in a respectable 4th place overall.
During the second half of the Lent
term attention was moved to the Barney
Run, a competition that holds a mixture of
excitement, nerves or dread depending on
which member is asked. York House
practised alongside both friends and rivals
Northumberland every week in the months
leading up to the race. Each and every
Wednesday afternoon, York boys came out
and ran no matter the weather. This sense
of pride and commitment was finally
displayed on the competition day by the
boys, all of whom put everything into the
race. Some great individual performances
arose from the event; Ben Mounfield had a
particularly strong run, and we had
numerous boys placing highly throughout
the day. Competitions such as these are
always difficult for the boarding houses who
lack the numbers of our Day House rivals,
but as ever the York House boys gave
everyone a run for their money and I

couldn’t have been prouder of the results
and character shown.
As ever Trinity term was a busy one
for York House. Being riddled with exam
stress, the promise of a long summer break
and more competitions meant the House
could have become a hostile environment
very easily. In York, however, this was never
the case, as the boys dealt with all aspects of
School life with great attitude and
determination. Even with exam pressures
present, House life thrived. A host of
activities and competitions such as the
Wheelbarrow race and Boarders’ fun day
kept the boys entertained and the spirits
high. With the U6th on study leave, the
challenge of organising sports day teams fell
to the up and coming leaders. Going out to
practise in the weeks prior to the
competition paid off tremendously as on the
big day York pulled out all the stops to
ensure success. Ben Mounfield once again
displayed his athleticism with a victory in
the Inter 1500m. Placing 2nd in the House
relay was another highlight, along with
Jacob Edwards gaining a podium position
in both the 100m and long jump. The day
was a brilliant one for York and it was
fantastic to see all the boys putting in
maximum effort for both themselves and
the House.
House competitions and
representation provide a key focus for all

within the House to show off specialisms
and offer a hand to new experiences; once
again York House have consistently
approached these events with pride,
enthusiasm and a desire to do their very
best. The range of competitions is vast but
we have always competed to a high level,
and I would like to thank all those who have
been involved in these events.
The year brought a breath of fresh
air for York House with the arrival of Lindy,
our new Matron. Lindy is a maternal figure
that has been an essential part of the boys’
pastoral development this year. Whether it
be waking the boys up, consoling them or
being ready with plasters after House
Rugby, Lindy’s devotion and presence in the
boarding community is one of the best parts
of boarding life.
The year has been a great one for
York House. With House spirit and
camaraderie never failing to meet my hopes
and expectations, the boys have repeatedly
given their all into School life and I hope
that they have been rewarded with the
fulfilment boarding life gives. There have
been both individual and whole House
efforts this year that have exemplified the
success of York. I would like to thank our
Head of House Chris Richards for his strong
leadership across the terms. He has been
well supported by his deputy Freddie
Lockwood and the Head of International

Boarding Linus Kolb who, alongside their
monitor team, have all given the House a
strong leadership presence during their
final year. With their farewell I am excited
to build on their legacy in September with
new leadership as Benjamin Powell
becomes our new Head of House, with Liam
Rusk and Archie Platt as his deputies, not to
mention William Maxwell who has been
appointed as one of our Deputy Heads of
School. The boys have a strong monitorship
team behind them to make sure next year
can build on the success we have enjoyed
this time around.
The opportunities Barnard Castle
School and York House offer its students
are countless; most of our boys grab these
opportunities with both hands, seeking
enrichment and new challenges. This past
year I have urged every boy to look at these
opportunities and ask themselves what they
want to achieve and how they can do it. This
year York House has been the perfect
environment for boys to both achieve
success and taste failure all the while having
an enjoyable time. I look forward to
receiving many of the boys back in
September and for those who are not
returning, go forward into your new
chapters boldly and with the courage,
resilience and jovial attitude your time in
York House has afforded you.
LDM

Valete
Jamie Fawcett (2017-2019)
Deputy Head of House, 1st XI Cricket, 2nd XV
rugby, 2nd Team squash, School Musical (Full
Colours), House part song, House rugby,
House Hockey, Barnard run, House Athletics,
House public speaking, Lecturn club long
speech winner (L-19), House Drama (captain).
Linus Kolb (2016-2019)
Head of International Boarding, School
Monitor, House Monitor, 2nd XI Footbal
(captain), House Football, House Athletics.
Freddie Lockwood (2011-2019)
Deputy Head of House, England U19 Rugby, 1st
XV Rugby (Full colours), 1st VII Rugby, House
Rugby, 1st Team Swimming, Ist XI Cricket,
School Squash, House Squash, Peer Support,
Barnard Run, School athletics, House athletics.
Christopher Richards (2012-2019)
Head of House, School Monitor, Peer support,
1st Team Football (Half Colours), 2nd XI
Hockey, 2nd XV Rugby, House Rugby, School
Choir (Half colours), School Musical (Half
Colours), House Public Speaking, Lecturn
Club, House part song.
Farsad Sudheer (2014-2019)
House Monitor, 1st XI Football, 2nd XV
Rugby, 2nd XI Cricket, House part song.
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COMMON ROOM
Simon Dearsley
I can remember being shown around Barney on the day of
my interview for the post of Chaplain and making enquiries
with Lizzie Clouston, my 6th Form guide, regarding music
at the School. She enthused about the Director of Music, one
Mr Mawhinney. About two months later, I saw the advert
for a new Director of Music and a few weeks after that
received the news that I would be working with a brand new
DoM, Mr Dearsley!
Of course, I googled Mr Dearsley from Stowe to try to discern
what I might be in for - and his track record did look a bit daunting;
plus, he was coming up north from Stowe, so surely he was going to
be a bit posh and have a few airs and graces?! Thankfully, on that
staff induction day back in September 2015, we met, and hit it off
from the very beginning - all was well! Phew!
Since then, Simon and I have met regularly on a weekly basis
for the last four years and I have become accustomed to his little
ways and his expressive language (let the reader understand!). He is
not only the outgoing Director of Music of Barnard Castle School, for
he and his wife Phili are now my friends and I really am very sorry to
see them leave for pastures new.
Obviously, Simon brought a wealth of musical experience to
the School upon his appointment, garnered from a broad past that
includes any number of musical genres and traditions (though he
and I will never agree about jazz!). I think it is safe to say that his
love of all music and his desire to transmit that joy to the young
people he has encountered over the years is really what he is all
about. Shortly after arriving, he and I decided that the school needed
one morning where we could engage in a bit of singing practice.
‘Congers’ was born and I honestly think both staff and students look
forward to a good sing-song to get the day off to a positive and
energised start. Certainly, Mr D’s cheery greeting on a Tuesday
morning has somehow passed into Barney folklore, and was even
imitated by a brave Head of North House at a recent Nailing Up
ceremony! The result of Congers is that our communal singing has
improved hugely and there is now, more often than not, a super
sound generated by an assembled Barney. Throughout that
evolution, Simon has been there, egging on kids and staff alike to
‘just make a decent sound’ and ‘open your mouths’ concluding with
‘don’t worry too much about the tune’!
More specifically, I could talk about any number of Chapel
services during the year that have been enhanced with his
imagination, his vision and his creativity and obviously, there are
plenty of examination candidates who have benefitted vastly from his
knowledge and expertise. In my opinion, however, his major lasting
legacy will be his contribution to our ‘Festival of Nine Lessons and
Carols’. Quite simply a very traditional piece of Anglican Christmas
liturgy has been elevated to a status that King’s College would be
proud to deliver. I defy anyone not to be moved by the brass fanfares
to ‘O Come all ye faithful’ and ‘Hark the herald angels sing’ and as for
Phili’s rendition of ‘O Holy Night’ - simply breathtaking! Equally,
there has been some ground breaking stuff along the way with the
inclusion of more modern pieces from the likes of Bob Chilcott, Joe
Utterback and last year we even had a specially commissioned carol
from Edmund Jolliffe. Musical innovation combined with the more
traditional fare has created something truly special and I thank Simon
and Phili for their efforts immensely.
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So the Maestro and his missus are hanging up the baton and
heading off to enjoy a well-deserved retirement. I cannot imagine for
one minute that music will not feature in some way in their lives and I
have no doubt that Simon will find himself at an organ console before
too long. Thank you, sir, for all your efforts with the musical life of
Barney School. It has been a pleasure and a privilege to have worked
alongside you and please know that you go with our love, our prayers
and our deep respect. Wishing you both God speed, and God bless!
DRM

Elaine McDermott
Elaine joined Barnard Castle School in 2010 as an extremely
well qualified teacher with a wealth of teaching experience
already under her belt. She gained her BSc in Chemistry and
Zoology at Durham University before studying for a PhD in
Neurochemistry at Warwick University. She taught at
Warwick Grammar School and King’s High School for Girls
for over 10 years before spending a number of years homeschooling her own children.
In her 9 years as a teacher at the school, Elaine has taught all
aspects of the many incarnations of the syllabus at GCSE and A level.
She has shown herself to be a dedicated member of the department
and an enthusiastic classroom practitioner who is always full of new
ideas that she is keen to try out. She was also a tutor in Marwood
house and helped to steer a number of young students along the
right academic path.
Having a biological background, Elaine was very excited to
see the addition of DNA to the A Level Chemistry syllabus a few
years ago and was keen to produce new resources for the department
to use. Her notes and PowerPoint presentations have greatly
enhanced the teaching of this new topic.
Extremely patient in her approach, she has always
understood the needs of her students and many of the pupils she has
taught over the years owe her a great debt of gratitude for the effort
she has put in to getting them a pass in this subject. She is going to
be a hard act to follow!
Elaine has had a hand in many science activities over the
years. She began by assisting in the running of Chemistry club for
our younger students but soon took it over and indeed extended it to
our Prep School with the help of Sue Seddon. Not wanting the older
students to miss out, she has largely been responsible for the
introduction of a BAYS (British Association of Young Scientists)
group, who would engage in lunchtime discussions about recent
scientific research and even invited in speakers for science lectures.
She championed the CREST award in the School and over the
years we have had a number of students reach their gold award. She
has been an EPQ supervisor, Enrichment Coordinator and also ran
the FBM (Future Business Magnates) for a number of years, only
recently handing over the reins to Mr Dunn.
Elaine was also a prominent member of the department
during National Science Week over the years and I personally shall
never forget the ‘Great Egg Chuck’ of 2012. This was a whole school
competition to launch a raw egg as far as possible without it
breaking. To say there was a variety of entries would be an
understatement, with devices ranging from balloons to water
propelled rockets to an actual working trebuchet.
When an opportunity came along for some of our 6th Form
students to attend Durham University to carry out research, Elaine

was there to lead the way. Recognising the quality of student that
BCS would provide for this research project and the expertise that
Elaine would bring, we were given the chance to carry out some
groundbreaking research with Dr Gary Sharples. Over the following
years we were invited back to be part of the same research group to
further the project. This ultimately led to our students’ work being
cited on subsequent research papers.
Her love of R&D was always going to be a lure, and when an
opportunity to work in a research lab again at Newcastle University
came up, it was hard to resist. I know I speak on behalf of the rest of
the Chemistry department when I say Elaine will be greatly missed
and the banter in the office will not be the same without her.
IMB

Becky Glen
Becky joined us 2 years ago as a Sports Graduate. Having
studied Sports Coaching at York St John’s, whilst helping
out at Queen Margaret’s School as a coach, she felt that
Barnard Castle School would offer her a new challenge and
help her on the path to becoming a teacher.
Her main sport is cricket, but she is also a hockey player,
which was a real bonus in the Michaelmas and Lent terms. She
helped out with a variety of age groups in hockey, netball and cricket,
both in Prep and Senior School. In the Trinity term, some of our
girls also learned from her cricket expertise. She leaves us to go to
Bishops Stortford as a Sports Coach. We wish her the best of luck
with this.
LJB

Marin Prévôt
Marin joined the MFL Department this year as French
Assistant from September until Trinity half-term. Always
impeccably dressed and with his calm, courteous manner,
Marin achieved that challenging step of fitting in as a
teacher, despite having only recently left school himself.
He brought a flavour of France into French lessons across
all year groups, including in Prep School where he assisted
Mr Lavery in helping to broaden the horizons of younger
learners. Most of his work involved one-to-one
conversation practice with GCSE and A level students,
helping them to prepare for external oral exams and they
will be extremely grateful for his dedicated approach to
enriching their vocabulary.
On the European Day of Languages, Monsieur Prévôt
produced posters and tickets for ‘Le Cinéma de Barney’ and entered
into the spirit of the day by welcoming the audience in French and
serving popcorn to Year 7 students, as long as they asked for it
correctly in French. (Cross reference to article/page?)
Modesty prevented Marin from boasting that he is an
accomplished fencer who has represented his country. The absence
of opportunity to pursue this interest in School did not mean that his
nimble footwork went to waste. As a stalwart of the staff football
squad, he displayed a Gallic passion for competition on the five-aside court. His evenings were often spent helping Junior boarders
enjoy their downtime by kicking a ball around in the sports hall.
At the end of May, Marin left Barney to spend his summer
garnering work experience as a waiter in a restaurant in Montmartre as
Paris sweltered in the heatwave. His ambition is to become a journalist
and, having honed his English skills during his time spent in the UK, he

will start studying for a degree in journalism in Paris in the autumn. He
is bound to have lots of stories to tell of his year in Barney.
HDK

Robert Lennon
When he was first introduced to the Common Room, many
of us found we had to resist the temptation to call Mr
Lennon by the name John, and while his accent led many to
believe he was surely related to the legendary Lennon, that
was apparently just a Barney urban myth which
nevertheless managed to persist for some time. Similarities
to the moody Beatle end, however, with the name and the
Merseyside heritage; our Mr Lennon is fortunately of a far
sunnier disposition and we will all, staff and students alike,
remember his friendly, smiling demeanour around School.
Mr Lennon has been teaching French and German in the
department for two years. His lessons have been meticulously
planned and he has always been generous about sharing with
colleagues not only his creative ideas, but also his thoughtfully
produced resources. His interest in German cinema led him to run a
film club for Sixth Form linguists, and his nurturing instincts found
an outlet in cookery club. Collecting artefacts may be a less popular
hobby today than it used to be, but this didn’t stop Rob becoming a
collector of coffee cups! His generosity extended to him frequently
lending these items, used and unwashed for the sake of authenticity,
to adorn his colleagues’ classrooms.
Many readers may be unaware that Mr Lennon started his
teaching career in Kenya, working as Head of French and Assistant
Housemaster in a Prep boarding school. This experience has clearly
contributed not only to his global outlook, but also to the caring and
kind attitude he displayed towards his tutees in Tees House. During
lunchtimes he could often be found sitting and chatting quietly to
Tees House boys in their common room. Mild-mannered, firm but
fair, kindly and unassuming are all adjectives used to describe Mr
Lennon, and we wish him well in his new position as Head of MFL in
a school in Middlesbrough.
HDK

Sheila Butler
“Did Mrs Butler write this book Miss?” Yes, she did, and
several others! Sheila Butler joined Barney in 2010 to
teach some of the Religious Studies A level. She has indeed
authored many textbooks and revision guides over the
years, for various publishers and exam boards.
Prior to joining us, she was Head of RS at Durham High
School for Girls. Over her 9 years here, she has also taught GCSE and
at some points junior RS too (there are some 6th Formers who can
still sing the song about Passover they learned in Year 8!). The
students appreciate her stories and her detailed notes. Her subject
knowledge knows no bounds. Sheila has enjoyed being part of many
RS excursions especially Durham cathedral, local lectures to
Newcastle and York, and the London trip.
She has diligently prepared so many students for their exams.
We know the she will miss us as she continues her extensive work
with the exam boards and spends more time with her family. We will
miss her too, and her willingness to admit to staff and students alike
that, when offered a coffee, she’d ‘rather have a gin!”
CJS
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ART OVERVIEW
2019 has been our busiest year
yet!
FOLDER DESIGN COMPETITION

Whizzy Gorman
Whizzy’s association with Barney began when she was little
more than a toddler, with her parents’ move on site to
become the first House Parents in Old Courts. Little did she
suspect, as she zoomed around the school grounds in her
motorised Little Princess car, that some twenty years later
she would become a tutor to young boarders in that very
building. During her student years at Barney she contributed
fully to school life, joining the choir in Year 4 and becoming
Head Chorister in her final year at school. She was also Head
of Charity Committee and Deputy Head of School.
Her love of singing was matched by her passion for writing
and so it is unsurprising that she arrived in teaching via a degree in
English and Education and an MA in Creative Writing.
Whizzy joined the staff at Barney as a part time member of
the English Department in September 2017 and immediately
established herself as an enthusiastic and dedicated teacher. Her
patience and kindness towards students was evident from the start.
I remember observing one of her lessons, with a small year 8 class,
early in her first term and being struck by her ability to challenge
and support students in equal measure, with the incentive of a
Haribo sweet on completion of work playing only a very small part in
the lesson’s success.
We were delighted when she chose to stay at Barney this year
to continue teaching while completing her PGCE with Buckingham
University. Her timetable has enabled her to teach a wide range of
ages and abilities and, as her mentor, I have been able to observe
how smoothly and effectively she moves from one teaching style to
another, always ensuring she aims to meet the needs of individual
students. Although she can make this appear effortless, a look at the
evidence she has submitted as part of her course, reflects the
commitment and sheer hard work she puts in to producing
immaculately and imaginatively prepared lessons.
She has been an excellent tutor in Old Courts and Longfield,
taking time to really get to know and understand students. This
talent quickly became apparent when she was able to spot which of
her tutees would need particularly careful supervision in the
marshmallow roasting session during the “Fires to Shires” evening
just two weeks after the new school year began. She has also found
time to be an enthusiastic and pro-active EPQ supervisor.
Whizzy is a “born teacher”, a natural whose love of literature
and language infuses all she does. Her students clearly enjoy her
lessons and have great respect for her. She will be missed for many
reasons: her youthful enthusiasm, creativity and commitment to
ensuring students not only learn but love to learn. Added to this, we
will miss her kindness and readiness to step in and help out. She
may not relish the idea of sport but she is a great team player.
She now heads to Taunton Prep School to enjoy new
challenges and to be nearer to her partner, Oscar. She leaves with
our thanks and very best wishes.
DLME

Ollie Morrill
Having led the Tech Crew during his time here as a student
between 2014-17, we at BCS jumped at the opportunity to
employ OB Oliver Morrill after his first gap year over in
Malaysia – working with former Headmaster Alan Stevens –
came to an end.
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A man of many, many talents, Ollie has turned his everprofessional and mature hand to a breadth of tasks during his time
here; from Old Courts duties in the Junior Boarding House to exeat
trips; from revision sessions to pupil training in Tech Crew; from
event photography and organisation to working with the Social
Committee for the Sixth Form functions, Ollie has been pulled
willingly in every direction, and has served the School community
perfectly.
Officially, his job title has been Theatre Technician, and it is
this particular role that he has completed commendably, creating
superb lighting and sound designs for every theatrical performance
of the year – starting with the digital mapping of the set design for
The Battle of Boat, he also operated and programmed for both Upper
Sixth and the Year 11 practical examinations, before turning his
creative eye to Seussical the Musical. For this, he prepared an LX
programme featuring more than 500 individual cues, almost all
based on specific sound or lyric cues, for the student operatives to
run. One song, Biggest Blame Fool, featured more than 135
individual cues – insane, considering that most performances only
contain a maximum of 100 cues per show.
Ollie has never been less than professional, a true gentleman,
and I am delighted that he was accepted onto a degree at RADA in
Technical Theatre & Stage Management - whilst it is an enormous
loss for Barney, and me personally, he goes with our very best
wishes, aware that he will always be welcome back.

Our junior artists began as usual, completing a design for
their folder insert. A competition was held, with winners
being announced and asked to claim their prizes. The
theme for year 7 was ‘Identity’. The Year 8 theme was
‘Pattern’, and year 9 ‘Logo’. The winners were as follows:
Year 7: Bea Dolby, Isabelle Brown, Peter Collins

Year 8: Edward Jenkinson, Georgie Robson, Scarlet Sinclair

TSE

Mark Langley
Mark joined Barnard Castle Prep School as Deputy Head in
2017 and quickly settled into the school’s Science Lab as a
dedicated teacher of Science to many of the pupils. An
enthusiast for all things explosive, the staff and pupils soon
got used to the strange noises, colours and smells
emanating from his lessons!
Joining Year 6 as a class teacher, Mark tutored with care for the
pupils in his class and accompanied them on the annual residential visits
to London; the Science Museum naturally being the highlight of his tour.
As Prep School introduced the amalgamation of Pre-Prep into
its House system, Mark was at the forefront in the planning of whole
school events, keeping arrangements moving forward and working
with the House teachers to organise activities, performances and
sporting contests throughout the school.
Mark leaves us to take a career break and we wish him well
with his plans for the future.
RAR

Sean Houltham
Sean joined Barney in September 2017 as Director of
Sport, having created a reputation as one of the most
outstanding rugby coaches in the NE of England. He
quickly cemented this reputation whilst successfully
coaching the U16s for two seasons. He generated a great
rapport with the players both on and off the pitch.
He repeated this feat on the cricket field, too, guiding and
developing players across all age ranges. His expertise will be missed in
the classroom too, having taught A level PE and BTEC Sport. He was a
6th Form tutor in Dale House during his time here. We wish him well
with his new role as Master in Charge of Rugby at Trent College.

Year 7 set up their own ‘Pop-Art’ Still-Life, using crisps, a chocolate
bar and a drink and when they had done a fantastic drawing of it,
they had earned the right to consume it! They based a range of work
upon their compositions; exploring a range of water-colour
techniques, such as felt tip pen with water, water colour pencil,
washes of colour and much more. They used mono-print to create a
repeat print, based on the work of Roy Lichtenstein as well as some
collage. Moving on to extend their studies into shape and texture,
flowers were selected and reproduced using a range of papers. Then
they made clay tiles, pressing in and building out to form a relief.
Some students extended their studies into a colour analysis,
producing a ‘swatch’ which led into weaving.

Year 9: Lottie Geary, Grace Robinson, Elliott Custance

Year 8 have explored tone and form, based on the gourds. They
began by learning how to scale up their image and used oil-pastel,
blending their chosen colours, warm on cold or cold on warm, to
create the illusion of form. Then they used a pinch-pot technique to
create gourds of their own from clay, glazing them with a range of
autumn colours. They turned their attention to the work of Jim
Dime next, producing some beautiful tonal drawings of mundane
objects - tools. They blew these up really huge, before experimenting
in his style, with ink, charcoal and white pastel. The image was then
transferred onto a woodblock and they printed and collaged a repeat
image.

From the start of September, we focussed our attention towards the
Centenary of the end of the First World War and Year 9 were
involved in producing some artwork based around their research
into one of our Old Barnardians who gave the ultimate sacrifice.
After November, they turned their attention to the work
of Robert Delauney and his theory of Simultanism (placing
opposing colours next to one another, increasing their
vibrancy). A final project for many, they went on to create
a design for a t-shirt; looking at New York Street Art and
layering a variety of media and creating a stencil of their
chosen image. They finished with a team challenge, revisiting complementary colour and working collaboratively
on large scale wall hanging in the style of Henri Matisse.
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HOUSE COMPETITIONS

Later in Michaelmas Term, the House Competitions
commenced, starting with the Senior Competition. Dale
were well prepared and won with a characterful portrait of
their Head, Matthew Shovlin. Marwood came second and
Tees third.
Mr Butler had approached the department about producing
some work for his staircase in the Physics department. The
Intermediates chose paintings which attempt to depict physical
events, such as the Big Bang, and got to work.
The Junior Competition was based around Still-Life, the
theme for their classwork. They chose an image which used a
complementary colour theme. Bowes came first, closely followed
by Marwood.

CHANGING RELATIONS
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Martha: We also learnt about how there are many different types
of domestic abuse, such as: physical, emotional, economical and
indirect. Many of us were unsure about the indirect side of domestic
abuse, one of which was: putting pets outside when it was cold, this
forced the victim to come out of their hiding place to help them. But
they were then faced with their abuser.

Evening sketches was to make a number of huge vegetables.
The bubble wrap cauliflower was a firm favourite.
It is a great activity where pupils problem solve, learn a
variety of different techniques and get to work on a much larger
scale than usual. It gives pupils the opportunity to be involved
in the Drama without having to be on stage.

ANIMATION WORKSHOPS

YORKSHIRE SCULPTURE PARK

Our L6 Art students have enjoyed a packed Pre-U
curriculum. As well as Life-drawing classes, they had the
opportunity to work with animator Virpi Kettu, producing
their own, short animation. Virpi has extensive experience
with film-makers such as Aardman Animation and Disney.
The resulting films can be seen at:
Bottled up feelings – Will and Nicole: https://youtu.be/
Ca14yGgXU5Y
Coffee - Darcy: https://youtu.be/vWrS6th9N7Y
Colours - Petra: https://youtu.be/b8ACOfr36Vo
Crumbling Wizard - Joshua: https://youtu.be/XSSWteGLS4k
Dancing and then flying away - Liam: https://youtu.be/
mvcOJr8xMTg
Heel to Toe - Farrah: https://youtu.be/ssNhTWd8b24
Penguins in the rain - Verity: https://youtu.be/147jJPXu2IE
Snail and Bird - Abbie: https://youtu.be/PRPhnRf4mj0
The Garden - Teo: https://youtu.be/aRKZ7o4sClU
To Colour - Andrea: https://youtu.be/KHm-qRjknmM

PROPS CLUB

On the 23rd of May our group of year 10 GCSE art students
went to visit Yorkshire Sculpture Park. My first
impression of the park was that it was not a conventional
gallery! Amazing sculptures were scattered through an
expanse of fields and the beautiful landscape of the
Yorkshire dales.
We set off to visit sculptures by Barbara Hepworth, abstract
representations of the human form. I particularly liked how the
sculptures conveyed how diverse human bodies are by creating
forms of different statures. We also saw Henry Moore’s three
totem-like sculptures. We sat and drew them to practice our
observation skills and also the use of chiaroscuro.
We had a picnic lunch in the beautiful grounds and then
moved on to an exhibition of multiple pieces which explored the use
of pattern and the use of different media, such as, a sculpture of a
human spine and back, made of clay.
My favourite piece was actually not a sculpture! It was Aro
Valley by Karl Maughan which was a large oil canvas of a landscape
of flowers, it was my favourite because the use of bright and bold
colours. Thank you to Mrs Baptist and Mrs Rothwell for making this
fantastic trip possible.
Saskia Horseman-Sewell, Y10 Longfield

We were approached by ‘Changing Relations’, who were
offering students from years 9 and 10 the opportunity to
work with a local artist, Polly Turner, in producing some
work in response to the subject of Domestic Abuse and
Healthy relationships, which had been funded by the Police
and Crime Commissioner’s Community Safety Fund. They
reported back to their year groups during an assembly, as
well as a seminar held at Bowes Museum, showed them
what they had made, and explained why;
Martha: First we watched a film in which three different cases of
domestic abuse were portrayed. The film gave us a real insight and
understanding of what domestic abuse actually is. After watching the
film we all wrote down one word to describe what we thought best
described domestic abuse.
Anya: We created pieces of art using paints, printing techniques,
inks and shaving foam and had fun doing it. Art, mostly knitting, is
something Changing Relations does with the victims of abuse that
come to them. This relaxes them and helps them keep them busy
from their painful past. We think it is important to have the
knowledge but also to know the signs. This is so that they can spot
an abusive relationship for themselves, friends, or family members,
and to know how to handle it if ever in an abusive relationship or to
know what to do if somebody they know is in one.
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LONDON

Throughout the year, the art room has been a hive of
activity, Friday 4-5, as a small team has produced a range
of props for the various school performances. First, they
were creating a giant magnifying glass, a bed, a bath and
circus cars to name a few, from paint and paper mache for
Seussical that took place in the spring term.
For world book week, the whole school focused on Dr Seuss
and art lessons were spent creating more items for the stage set. Y9
worked in pairs to create some super neon fish banners. The Y7s
wound pink wool into a multitude of pom poms for clover and the
Y8s took part in a scrap heap challenge, producing a range of
fantastical musical instruments.
Next, the brief sent from Mrs Gorman for the Junior Art

had in store this year. From photorealistic oil paintings to sculptures
and abstract portraits, it showcases the wildest pieces in modern art
and it was thoroughly enjoyed by all. We then jetted off onto the tube
and to the V&A museum where we saw a range of historical
jewellery, architecture, and art from a diverse range of continents.
The ancient marble sculptures were a great hit and really showed the
skill it takes to sculpt. To close off the busy day, we went to the
Wildwood restaurant and strolled through Covent Garden in the
sunset with a beautiful pink sky.
After a good night’s sleep, we were ready to go by 8am. The day
began at the National Gallery in Trafalgar Square and after admiring
the fountains we enjoyed a few hours looking at the breath-taking
renaissance paintings and architecture inside the building with huge,
colourful mosaics covering the floor and fantastic marble columns
throughout. We left at lunchtime and went on to the National Portrait
Gallery where we saw some photorealistic portraits and were left
stunned by the quality of the paintings inside the gallery. We then
made the decision to walk along the Thames front to get to the Tate
Modern; unfortunately, the sunshine turned into drizzle, but our
spirits weren’t dampened. When we arrived the allure of the many gift
shops took a few of us away from the art, but we were soon back on
track to look at the various exhibits. For me, I wandered around the
photography exhibitions and in particular a video clip by a
photographer named Nan showing images of women including herself
who had been victims of abuse. There were many other exhibits
featuring light sculptures, a piled up tower of radios, and various
paintings and creations. After a few hours exploring the Tate, it was
time to regroup with the DT group and grab our stuff from the hostel,
after this we rushed to Kings Cross and boarded the train back to
Barney. The trip was immensely helpful to all who went on it and was
a lovely experience with the art department, not one to be missed!
Nicole Lucey, L6th Longfield

PRIMARY
WORKSHOP
Towards the end of
the year, we hosted
our first workshops,
inviting in Primary
School children from
around Teesdale to
join us for some
print-making and
clay-work.
The morning was
well-attended by some
very enthusiastic and
promising young artists. They were divided into two groups, one of
which made mono-prints with Mrs Baptist, the other made ceramic
owls with Mrs Rothwell and following drinks and biscuits at 10.30,
the groups swapped activities. A very successful morning, getting to
know some new faces and we hope to repeat it next year.

UPDATE ON ART ALUMNI
This year’s trip to London was a huge success, with a group
of students ranging from Y10 to 12.
We visited a wide range of galleries and museums that had an
array of varied art styles. We began our day early at Darlington
station where we boarded the 7:30 train to King’s Cross. After a
short tube journey and walk to the hostel we were ready to discover
our first destination: The Royal Academy Summer Exhibition. Being
my favourite exhibition, I was immensely excited to see what they

Tom Leeming had his choice of places at London Art
Schools this year.
It was a difficult choice between Central St Martin’s or
Goldsmiths to study, with him finally going for Goldsmiths. Rebecca
Collinson leaves us for Norwich University to study Fashion, Archie
Brown to Leeds Arts College for Film-making and Amy Morrill to
Oxford Brookes University to study Architecture. We have loved
working with them over the years and wish them the very best of
luck! Keep in touch!
KRB & SLR
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YEAR 10-13 SENIOR ART

Amy Morrill
Y13 Longfield

Amy Morrill Y13 Longfield

Amy Morrill
Y13 Longfield

Amy Morrill
Y13 Longfield

Archie Brown
Y13 Tees

Archie Brown
Y13 Tees

Amy Morrill
Y13 Longfield

Archie Brown Y13 Tees

Cameron Pinkey Y11 Dale

Amy Morrill Y13 Longfield

Amy Parker Y11 Longfield

Archie Brown Y13 Tees

Archie Brown Y13 Tees

Carla McKnight
Bowes Y11

Amy Morrill
Y13 Longfield

Cheuk
Yin Lee
North

Archie Brown
Y13 Tees

Harrison Jones Y11 Durham

Hongfei Luo Y11 Longfield

Niamh Robinson
Y11 Marwood

Archie Brown Y13 Tees

Joe Baker Y11 Dale

Edward Hamilton Y11 Dale

Heidi Warren Y11 Marwood

Heidi Warren
Y11 Marwood

Jasmine Richards Y11 Longfield

Rebecca Collinson
Y13 Bowes

Rebecca
Collinson
Y13 Bowes

Liberty Helyer Y11 Longfield

Rebecca Collinson
Y13 Bowes

Edward Hamilton Y11 Dale

George Palombella Tees Y11
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Emelia Rowlandson Y11 Bowes

Georgina Walton
Y11 Longfield

Georgina Walton Y11 Longfield

Emelia Rowlandson Y11 Bowes

George Palombella
Tees Y11

Georgina Walton Y11 Longfield

Niamh Robinson
Y11 Marwood

Rebecca Collinson
Y13 Bowes

Thomas Sinnott Y11 Tees

EXHIBITIONS
Emelia Rowlandson
Y11 Bowes

Hongfei Luo
Y11 Longfield

JUNIOR ARTS EVENING
The Junior Arts Evening was our best attended this year,
with approximately 180 people coming through the doors to
see the wonderful artwork on display in Central Hall and
Big School, and celebrate the arts at Barney. They enjoyed a
series of sketches, musical performances by the Junior
Orchestra and a variety of solos by our Junior musicians.
The artwork was as varied as ever; there were tonal drawings
by Y9 of some of our OBs who fought in WW1, which had then been
developed into painted compositions designed to create atmosphere.
Y7 presented their watercolours of still life and prints of the same
subject matter. Y8’s oil pastel gourds brightened up the hall and
their clay versions tumbled out of baskets, making a very autumnal

Hongfei Luo Y11 Longfield

Niamh Robinson
Y11 Marwood

Hongfei Luo
Y11 Longfield

Niamh Robinson
Y11 Marwood

Joe Baker Y11 Dale

Zhongrui Zhang Y11 North

scene on the tables. The large-scale tool drawings, produced in
the style of Jim Dine, added drama to the front entrance and
Central Hall really was transformed by the hard work and creativity
of our pupils.
SLR

SENIOR ART PREVIEW EVENING
Our U6th artists - Amy Morrill, Archie Brown and
Rebecca Collinson - had a chance to celebrate their
achievements with a month-long exhibition of their
work at The Witham gallery.
A preview was held for friends and family to raise a glass
and the artists were able to talk through the sketchbooks and ideas
behind their work.
KRB
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YEAR 7-9 JUNIOR ART

Aasta McGregor Towers
Y8 Marwood

Aimee Willey Y8 Longfield

Arun Baines Y9 Durham

Beatrice Dolby Y7 Bowes

Clara Metcalfe Y7 Bowes

Izzy Hawkins
Y8 Bowes

Lois Falshaw Y9 Marwood
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Daisy Wilson
Y8 Bowes

Eve Pepper
Y9 Bowes

Eric Proud Y8 Durham

Imogen Roff
Y9 Bowes

Alexander Morris Y7 Tees

Sasha Ivaschenko
Y8 Longfield

Alison Li Y8 Longfield

Ciara Johnson Y7 Marwood

Ellliott Custance
Y9 Tees

Emily Minikin
Y8 Marwood

Evie Hole-Todd Y9 Bowes

Jack Edmunds
Y8 Tees

Jack Wells Y9 York

Lucy Hewitt
Y9 Bowes

Lucy Hodgson Y9 Bowes

Emma Gibson
Y9 Longfield

Emma Gibson
Y9 Longfield

Hannah Stirling
Y8 Bowes

Joseph Alton Y8 Durham

Lydia Dixon Y7 Bowes

Katie Riddell
Y8 Marwood

Molly Peart
Y8 Marwood

Martha Rokk Y9 Longfield

William Hutchinson Y7 Tees

Scarlet Sinclair
Y8 Marwood

Sylvan Tarn Y7
Durham

Morgan Johnson
Y7 Bowes

Noah Welford
Y8 Durham

Sasha Ivaschenko Y8 Longfield

Tally Hayward Y7 Bowes

Oliver Dickinson Y7 Tees

Olivia Preston
Y8 Marwood

Poppy Barlow Y8 Bowes

Year 8 Gourds

Thea Wilks Y7 Bowes

Hattie Whitburn
Y7 Marwood

Thomas Eardley
Y7 Tees

Theo Truss
Y9 Dale

Laura Burgess
Y8 Bowes

Sam Green
Y9 Tees

Thomas Forster
Y9 Dale

Year 8

Year 8

Thomas Blenkiron Y8 Dale
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OLD BARNARDIANS

PERFORMANCE SPORT

The decade reunions have proved to be a huge success but none
more so than this year when over 150 OBs, who left School in
the 1980s, descended on Barney for the weekend.

This Year Barney Sports Scholars and Elite Sports Performers have had 2 talks from people who had
competed or worked within Elite Sport.

They came from Asia, Australia, USA,
Canada and Europe. Rumour has it
that all of the local accommodation
was fully booked. In a change from
the usual routine the weekend began
with a Twenty20 cricket match vs
School on Friday evening. It was a joy
to see OBs who hadn’t met for almost
40 years greeting each other so
warmly. The beer tent seemed to have
a steady stream of customers, so I’m
not sure how much cricket was
watched but the OBs won by 15 runs.
This year we were thrilled to welcome
back the first ‘girls’. They had tour of
Longfield, escorted by Mrs Seddon,
no less!
At lunch, the School film was
displayed on the back wall of Big School,
as it begins and ends with words from

60

barnardian review

Mr Frank McNamara, who was Headmaster
to them all. Planning for the 1990s reunion
has already begun!
The Annual Dinner 2019 was held at
the Lansdowne Club. This was a new venue
and proved to be very popular. We have
recently re-introduced a speaker at the event
and this year Mr David Soanes, who is UBS’
Global Head of Financial Institutions and UK
country head, reminisced about his school
days but also spoke of his hopes for the future,
for Barney and for the country. David gave the
toast to the School. The Headmaster replied
and gave the toast to the Club with the Club
Chair, John Hunter, giving the toast to absent
friends at 9:00pm, a long-standing tradition.
The OB Club will celebrate its 125
year anniversary in 2020. We look forward
to the celebrations.

Pera Gibbs, who was employed as one of the Strength and
Conditioning Team with the New Zealand men’s and
women’s 7’s Rugby Teams delivered a presentation
focussed upon the team ethos within the men’s and
women’s 7’s camps. The talk was well received and Pera
held a Q&A session at the end where some good questions
were asked.
Great Britain and current British Champion and Record
Holding Weight Lifter Kelly-Jo Robson visited the school in June
and delivered a session to 50 pupils. Starting with a talk about her
sporting career Kelly-Jo then moved on to speak about the
importance of off-season training, recovery and nutrition. The 3
Sports Scholars from Prep School were invited along and thoroughly
enjoyed their first taste of our Elite Sports Programme. It is hoped
that Kelly-Jo will come into school next academic year to speak to
our PE students and help bring some of the PE course to life.
The school has continued to link with Newcastle Falcons with
a number of our Yr9-13 boys training with the academy. Falcons
S&C staff come into school every Monday to deliver sessions to our
Academy Players as well as linking with staff to update on players’
progress. Congratulations to Freddie Lockwood (U6th) who
represented England at U19 level this year, Freddie will now
combine his studies with a Senior Academy place at Newcastle

Falcons. Congratulations also to Guy Pepper who has been selected
as an England Academy Pathway player.
An exciting new link was established this year with Barney
being selected as a Performance Pathway Centre for Leeds Rhinos
Netball Club. After extensive trials 20 girls, including 4 Barney
Netballers, were selected to train with Leeds Rhinos coaches. As
part of this link Barney provided S&C Support to the programme.
From the trials Izzy Burgess was asked to move up to the full
academy in Leeds where she trained on a weekly basis as well as
playing for the North East Netball team.
Having established a link with Teesside University it is hoped
that this year will see more links formed with local universities and
clubs to enhance our sporting provision over the coming years.
Our Hockey teams have had a very good season and our
young players feature in county and regional squads.
Congratulations to Eve Pepper who will train with the Durham
Academy this year whilst Tabby Cockerill will train with the
Yorkshire Squad.
A number of our boys are training with County Academies
and continue to feature prominently in County Squads. Theo Truss,
Charlie Coulthard, Jonny Burgess, Daniel Newell and Euan Metcalf
are all at Durham County Cricket Club and Jacob Butterill is with the
Yorkshire Academy.
Outside of this Tom Ross has competed regularly in National
Downhill Mountain Bike competitions, Carys Grey-Thompson
continues to compete on White Water courses around the country
with her sights set on International recognition and Maya Taylor
finished a creditable 8th overall in her first national diving
competition.
At the time of writing India Oates, who has been competing
in Para Athletics for a number of years, has been selected to
represent Great Britain in the World Junior Para Athletics Champs
in Switzerland in August 2019.
We wish all our athletes the best for the forthcoming year and
hope to see them take advantage of the opportunities afforded to
them at Barney.
AW

DJ
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
TRIPS AND LECTURES
The Religious Studies department has enjoyed many trips this year, travelling around the locality to
explore spiritual, moral and cultural issues. We love discovering real life examples of everything we
have looked at together back at school.
Year 7s visited a Hindu Mandir and Sikh Gurdwara in
Newcastle. The children listened to Kirtida the Hindu Priestess
talk about Hinduism and then enjoying trying on traditional Hindu
clothing, drumming, face painting, watching the Puja (fire
worship) and tucking into a delicious vegetarian lunch.
At the Sikh Gurdwara we enjoyed a tour tailored just for us
and saw the Guru Granth Sahib (the religious scripture of Sikhism).
We were fascinated when Cloud explained that Sikhs believe it is not
just a ‘book’ but is treated as a living Guru and is ‘put to bed’ every
evening!

Year 8s went to Bradford to visit the Grand Mosque. The
stunning features of the recently refurbished Mosque were captured
as part of our department ‘Instamosque’ photography competition.
The students were tasked with taking Instagram type
photographs that captured the spirit of Islam. They certainly had
a lot of things to choose from; from the chandelier inscribed
with Allah’s 99 beautiful names, the dome and Arabic on the walls.
Students enjoyed listening to the history of the Mosque from
the helpful Bilali before enjoying his gift of snacks! After lunch,
we had a tour of the architecture, a question and answer session
and the privilege of watching the afternoon prayer. It was a long and
wonderful eye-opening day. We snoozed peacefully on the bus
journey back to Barney.
The year 11s visited Durham to have an educational tour of
the Cathedral. We saw the tombs of St Bede and St Cuthbert and
then spent time in the city carrying out a research project on charity,
crime and human rights.
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A level students enjoyed talks from Esther Ndagala, chief
of security in the Office of the President of Kenya. She spoke to us
about the religious conflicts that have taken place in Nairobi and
more rural parts of Kenya, particularly between Muslims and
Christians but also tribal groups. We heard also about great difficulty
in dealing with some cultural practices not acceptable in the modern
world such as forced marriage and the treatment of girls. As we are
exploring the impact of multiculturalism and religious pluralism this
was so relevant for us. In the lesson that followed we turned our
thought back to the diversity of faiths in Britain today and to the
benefits and challenges of religious freedom and expression
enshrined in our laws. We were very grateful to Esther for talking to
us and taking our questions.
In November, children in
year 7- 10 explored local
churches, monuments and
archives in order to produce this
huge display to commemorate
Army Chaplains in the Great
War, and to remember 100 years
since the guns fell silent.
RS A level students
and academic scholars
travelled to Emmanuel College
for a day of Ethics and
Christianity workshops and
lectures. We enjoyed a
fascinating session on animal
ethics mooting whether an
animal has consciousness and indeed rights, and if so, which
animals. A talk followed on the dialogue between Science and
Religion, we then had a very meaningful discussion on this. We
prepared and took part in a debate on whether or not our human
belief that we are free is an illusion. We said it is not! After following

through history the concept of Conscience, we moved on to bring the
focus right up to date by exploring the disparity between ideas about
the feminine within the Church, with the biblical text references to
Mary Magdalene, companion of Jesus. The talks, workshops and
debates were so interesting, and they motivated us to apply our
existing knowledge and make intellectual choices on new learning.
We were privileged to have places on this Academy Conference with
Oxford professors and examiners. It brought to life even further the
things we have been studying, and it was really good to have a day
out together.
The U6th also travelled to York to attend a talk given by
eminent theologian, Keith Ward.
Often cited by the students in their
philosophy, ethics and Christianity
essays, Ward is a lead in the field of
Theology. His talk was part of a
Christmas lecture series held at St
Peter’s School in York. We also
managed to fit in a visit to York Art
Gallery as they were hosting a
spiritual collection on Beauty and
Aesthetics, relevant to some of our
philosophical inquiries. After so
much academia and culture, we were ready to enjoy a relaxed dinner
at Pizza Express!
Year 10 students visited Newcastle for a day of religion and
culture and to build upon their studies of Judaism, Christianity, and Social
Justice. They had a private tour at the Synagogue then visited the Church of
St Thomas the Martyr where they began a Fair Trade trail through the city.
The sun was shining and a wonderful time was had by all.
CJS
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SCHOOL COUNCIL

RAFT
BUILDING
Raft Building Club has become part of the fabric of the Mind, Body and Soul Year 7 and 8 After
School Activity Programme, running as it has for two full years. This year Mr Forsyth has been ably
assisted by Sixth Formers Maya Taylor and Andrea Torroni, as well as Miss White, roped in as part
of her PGCE training.
Two teams of up to seven pupils have four one hour sessions to
design and build a raft using only twine, sticks, four planks
and up to five floats. The process tests and develops skills in
teamwork, planning and knot tying - shouts of “I need a finger
on it!” have become a catch-phrase as pupils learn how to
cooperate to prevent slack lashings.
On the fifth week, the teams have to organise carrying the
rafts from E Block down to the school pool, launch them, and then,
in relay pairs, paddle frantically up and down the pool until 4.30pm

on the dot. The team with the highest number of complete lengths
wins a box of Celebrations. There have been some close-run races,
and passions (and noise) can run high.
We have seen highs and lows in raft design over the year,
although none have completely disintegrated - as several did last
year. The overall winning raft design – and record breaking 28
lengths of the pool in 25 mins – was achieved by the Y8 team,
pictured pool-side.
SSF

The purpose of the School Council is to represent the student body by giving them a voice which
will benefit the school and pupils. A key part of this is contributing to the school spirit and
community welfare by helping provide an environment where everyone is inspired to be the best
versions of themselves, being their own selves and being happy.
Activities range from helping with
house events to raising house
identity, pride and support around
the school which improves healthy
competition and fosters a sense of
belonging; from helping organise
House Singing, to placing banners of
the winning houses of the term inside
the dining hall, to creating new
committees that will aid the school in
the future.
It is a group formed of 16 students
across the school, with a boy and a girl
elected from each year group, together with
the Head Boy and Girl. We meet every
fortnight where we discuss topics that affect
the school. It is a structured process, with
an agenda and minutes, and after agreeing
on something, there will be action which
should be done before our next meeting.
As a team, we set ourselves 3
objectives for the year, which were:
1. Make BCS more environmentally friendly.
2.Improve pride and support around the
school
3. Encourage boy and girl interaction.
As a school, we acknowledge that we
have a responsibility to help maintain the
environment, so as a start and to set the
example for generations to come,
the council created an environmental
committee. In only its first year, this
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committee has been a huge success,
establishing policies that have reduced the
use of plastic by removing biscuit
packaging; this not only improves the
environment, but also improves the student
pride, commitment and respect for the
school and our facilities.
One of the important topics for this
year has been transparency. This is why we
have published the minutes of every
meeting, including every decision that has
been made, both to raise the Council’s
profile and so that all students can read
them. The notice board can also be used to
ask questions and we also always encourage
Housemasters and tutors to ask their
students if they have any feedback for the
council. The council also has its own email
address; and finally, if a student would like
to share their opinions in a different format
there is also a suggestion box.
As part of trying to improve boy and
girl interaction, the school council
introduced a series of activities where
Houses mixed. The activities were fully
student-led, and it was a great opportunity
for Senior monitors to develop their
leadership skills, but most importantly for
everyone who took part to have fun.
We spent a lot of time discussing the
results of the pupil questionnaire, with a lot
of good feedback helping us with our main

goal to make the school an even better
place. One of the council´s ideas was a need
for students to be more familiar on how to
deal with bullying situations, resulting in a
group of over 10 students starting an
Anti-bullying ambassadors course. This has
generated a very positive impact in the
school, with “feel good Friday” being very
popular.
Another group that arose from the
work of the council and the SMT is the
Diversity Focus Group, which showcases
the need of students to be comfortable
being themselves. As long as you don’t
directly harm anyone, you have a right to be
whoever you want to be.
Finally, the masterplan was
discussed, and we cannot wait for the future
to arrive.
As you can see, most of the topics we
have covered are student led, and that is
what makes the Council so powerful. It´s
our school!
We know that there still are
improvements to be made, for example in
online communication, in praise
recognition, or in maintaining momentum.
But we look forward to the future and are
happy to pass our legacy to next year’s
Council.
Tomas Valdivia Araya, U6th North House,
Head Boy
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MUSIC
OVERVIEW
Michaelmas term began with the Chapel Choir doing a number
of events: we opened the term with the service of Choral Matins,
and the following week, along with our Brass Group, performed
at Manfield Church, near Darlington. The concert was packed
with parents and local parishioners. The choir sang a large
number of Anthems with Dr Robin Harrison on the organ.

The choir had an influx of 10 basses
and tenors from Y13, as they decided in
their last year to give singing in the
choir a go. Their first event was
Evensong in the stunning Cathedral of
Newcastle Anglican Cathedral. The
choir was 70 strong and performed the
‘Service in F’ by Dyson, Radcliffe’s
‘Préces and Responses’, and Howard
Goodall’s ‘Love Divine’. As well as our
new basses and tenors, it was a
pleasure to welcome back a number of
former students who attend Newcastle,
Durham and York Universities, who
sang with us in the choir.
The Music Department celebrated
our Music Award holders with five lunchtime
recitals. These were very well attended by
students, staff and parents: the catering
department always produced outstanding
soup and crusty bread to accompany the
concerts. All the Music Award holders played
very well, and demonstrated how impressive
they are as musicians, showing how they
have worked hard and continue to develop as
musicians. The School is very lucky to be
able to call-on and foster the talent of such
able individuals.
For the 100th anniversary of the end
of the First World War the department
invited the very best Brass players in the
area to join forces with our Brass Band
under the direction of Mr Chris Hibbard.
They performed Elgar’s ‘Nimrod’ march and
Beethoven’s ‘March in F’ as the CCF
marched. Heather Brown (Y8) played the
Last Post and Reveille with strength, power
and poignancy. It made the parade very
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special. On Sunday many parents and Old
Barnardians, as well as the boarders,
attended the Service of Remembrance in the
Chapel: the choir sang ‘We shall remember
them’ by Oliver Tierney (Stephanie Schnurr
sang the solo verse). Caitlyn Mitchell sang
the opening verse of ‘Be Still my soul’
(Finlandia). The anthem was Fauré’s Libera
Me Domine from the ‘Requiem’, Archie
Coward sang the baritone solo. The service
closes with Moore’s moving version of ‘The
Irish Blessing’. The night before at the Old
Barnardian’s Commemoration Dinner
heard the Chamber Choir sing the same
version, as well as entertaining the guests
before the dinner with First World War
songs.
The Barnard Castle Choral Society
celebrated by doing two extraordinary
works in The Witham, to a sold-out
audience performing Elgar’s deeply moving
‘The Spirit of England’, Mrs Philippa
Dearsley was the soprano soloist. In the
second half the Choir sang Haydn’s Mass in
a time of War, the soloists were Philippa
Dearsley, Nicola Reeves, Simon Lee and
Peter Coulson. The Barnard Castle Festival
Orchestra was led by Martin Bainbridge.
The Rotary Club of Great Britain held
its heats for the Rotary Club 2019 Young
Musician of the Year, and Stephanie Schnurr
(Y12) won the overall prize, as well as the
Senior Class. Tilly Gray from the Prep School
won the Junior class. It was an excellent
event and well attended by the town.
The Wind Band under Mr Mick
Donnelly’s direction has gone from strength
to strength this year, and opened up the
Christmas season by giving our now annual
concert at Richmond Parish Church. They
played Christmas and Film repertoire as
well as some popular songs arranged for
Wind Band. The Senior Wind Group also
performed, as did our Brass Group. The
chapel Choir sang many Christmas
favourites. Again, parents and the locals
from Richmond really supported this event.
The Wind Band displayed its brand
new stand banners at Durham Christmas

Market on the last day of November, and
the Director of Music was delighted to
receive a number of emails complimenting
the standard. It was chilly as ever but the
band warmed itself up while eating an
outstanding lunch at the local Lebanese
restaurant, Lebeneat.
Christmas began with the Richmond
Parish Church concert but gathered
momentum on the first Sunday of
December with the Choral Society’s now
annual performance of ‘Messiah’ by Handel.
The Witham was packed on a Sunday
afternoon: the soloists were Philippa
Dearsley, Tamsin Davidson, Austin Gunn
and Neil Turnball.
The Annual Christmas concert at the
Bowes Museum was, as ever, a sold out
event and the students performed to a
remarkable standard. The Chapel Choir
sang all the Christmas favourites as well as
some new arrangements like the traditional
Moldavian song ‘Carol of the Bells’ and
Duncan Brown’s arrangement of Caccini’s
‘Ave Maria’. A new work was commissioned
from Edmund Jolliffe and dedicated to the
Barnard Castle School Chapel Choir. The
world premiere took place at the Bowes
Museum on Friday December 7
2018. Edmund’s music embraces a huge
range of styles from contemporary classical
to songs for shows. He writes music for film
and television, but is also an award
winning concert composer who has won
many prizes. His music is published,
performed and broadcast all over the world.
The Carol is called ‘The Holy Innocents’,
and is a striking text by Christina Rossetti,
who also wrote the words ‘In The Bleak
Mid-winter’. The setting is lyrical and like
a lullaby. The choir and those who attended
all commented on the breath-taking beauty
of the composition.

Caitlyn Mitchell (Y13) sang the first
verse of ‘Once in Royal’, Matthew Shovlin
(Y13) sang the opening stanza of Mr
Dearsley’s setting of ‘Adam Lay y bounden’.
The most sold popular song of all time,
‘White Christmas’ was sung beautifully by
Archie Coward (Y12), and Joseph Johnston
(Y11) made the audience smile with warmth
and delight, as he sang the popular song
made famous by George Formby, ‘Leaning
on the Lamp-post’.
The Chapel Choir and the Barnard
Castle Festival Brass then went on to sing
and perform 64 carols over four nights in
the beautiful chapel, which is the jewel in
the crown that is Barnard Castle School.
Each night was packed with parents,
students and members of the local
community, all joining in to celebrate the
story of the Birth of Christ, told in words
and music.
Lent term began with the Chamber
Choir performing for the Women’s Institute in
Staindrop. This was a packed event, and the 14
in the Chamber Choir performed instrumental
solos, as well as fun Jazz-Glee arrangements.
This term there were also four
lunchtime concerts for musicians (those
who performed do not hold awards)
including Year 10, Year 7 & 8, Year 11, and
finally Y12 & 13. The attendance at these

was, again, excellent; never less than 20
and, on two occasions, over 30 staff,
students and parents. The staff and parents
were very impressed by the standard of the
very informal performances.
The Chapel Choir had a busy week.
On the first Sunday in February, we
celebrated Candlemas, in our now timehonoured tradition, mixing beautiful,
evocative music with almost 100 candles. It
was, as always, a very aspirational, aesthetic
and other-worldy experience.
The following day was the
performance by the Chapel Choir at
Durham Cathedral where 25 choristers
from Aysgarth Prep School joined us with 6
Choristers from our own Prep School. In
total 85 people sang at the Cathedral
evensong, and it was warmly appreciated by
the guests and parents who attended.
Aysgarth and Prep School spent the
day in Senior School prior to departing to
Durham Cathedral rehearsing the music for
Evensong. It was a pleasure to welcome
back Matthew Atherton to Barney, and he
had prepared his choir beautifully. His choir
created an extraordinary Treble sound,
which balanced well with our girl sopranos,
and some of our own boys from the Prep
School prepared by Dr Robin Harrison. It
was also a pleasure to have Matthew play

the organ at Durham Cathedral for
Evensong: and kind of Dr Harrison to give
up the bench on this occasion, as he
normally plays for all our services in the
cathedrals we visit.
The second half of term the Music
Department has stepped back from too
many activities as nearly all musicians are
involved with the Musical, ‘Seussical’ which
was a sensational end to the Lent term, with
Alan Owens returning to conduct his last
musical at Barnard Castle School.
However, just before the Musical,
our most outstanding musicians had the
opportunity to play concertos with the
Barnard Castle School Festival Orchestra in
the stunning venue of the Bowes Museum,
including Caitlyn Mitchel (Oboe), Evelyn
Brenkley (Oboe), Thomas Dalton (Baritone)
and Ambra Berutti (Violin). A number of
emails and letters came flooding through
not just from the audience, but, most
impressively, from the musicians who
accompanied our music scholars in their
concertos: they were so delighted to
accompany such talented and well-prepared
students, who not only played the notes
correctly but filled the Bowes Museum with
lustrous music making.
SPD

A professional Brass Quintet, the
Barnard Castle Festival Brass, also joined us
and Philippa Dearsley performed for the
fourth year running ‘O Holy Night’
accompanied by the choir. The Music
scholars at Barney played impressively:
Stephanie Schnurr gave a suspenseful and
aspirational performance filled with
nuances of colour and sound of Debussy’s
enigmatic ‘Clair de Lune’. Caitlyn Mitchell
gave an evocative performance of SaintSaéns Oboe sonata, while Evelyn Brenkley
conjured up Argentina and sensual Tangos
with her performance of Piazolla’s work,
‘Oblivion’.
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ANTI BULLYING
AMBASSADORS
In February, 8 pupils
from Years 11 and 12
attended a day’s AntiBullying Ambassador
training in Durham.
The training was
delivered by The Diana
Award, a charity set up
in memory of Princess
Diana. The Barney
pupils attended their
Anti-Bullying
Ambassador training
with 100 other students from across the North East.
Sponsored by Facebook, The Diana Award has trained over
29,000 young people across UK schools to take a stand
against bullying, to encourage young people to stand up,
shape attitudes, change behaviours and change lives.
During the training, pupils discussed why an Anti-Bullying
movement was important to our school; they examined a definition
of bullying; how to recognise when a peer might need support and
how to support young people in our school. Finally, they came up
with ideas to raise the profile of Anti-Bullying at Barney and how to
encourage positivity in the school.
The Diana Award Definition of Bullying is clear and concise:
“Repeated negative behaviour that is intended to make others feel
upset, uncomfortable or unsafe.” This is then categorised in 3 simple
ways: Verbal, Indirect and Physical (VIP). V is the repeated use of
speech, sign languages or verbal gestures to intentionally harm
others: swearing, offensive or discriminatory language. I is repeated
negative actions to intentionally harm others: isolating someone,
damaging their property, intimidation. P is the repeated negative use

PEER SUPPORT
HERE TO HEAR
of body contact to intentionally hurt others: punching, kicking or
spitting, for example.
Our pupils returned to Barney moved by the stories they had
heard, inspired by the training they had received and determined to
make a big impact in school. They immediately produced a detailed
action plan of events and initiatives they wanted to implement. Since
February, a number of these ideas have come to fruition and there is
real sense of a momentum in the Anti-Bullying Ambassadors’
projects in school.
They have held five “Feel Good Friday” events at lunchtime,
where they have given out messages of kindness to all pupils as they
queue up for lunch. These have been in the form of Post It notes with
positive messages on, motivational movie quotations, random acts of
kindness and even Love Heart sweets. These small gestures have
definitely raised a smile and created a buzz around Friday
lunchtimes!
Behind the scenes, the Ambassadors will be examining the
school’s Anti-Bullying Policy in order to ensure that our practice in
dealing with any suspected bullying behaviour matches our policy.
They also intend to launch a survey to all pupils that will help us to
understand any issues in greater depth.
In order to advertise their work, the Ambassadors have
presented Anti-Bullying assemblies to all pupils in Years 7 to 11,
explaining their work and highlighting the support network in place
for Barney pupils. They now have an Anti-Bullying Ambassadors’
notice board in the Dining Room corridor and are working hard to
deliver on other aspects of their action plan.
In conjunction with the Peer Supporters and recently formed
Diversity Focus Group, the Ambassadors are doing a great deal to
promote positive relationships across the school, celebrate individuality
and to ensure that every Barnardian feels happy and safe.
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How true that we all need someone to listen to us.
Really listen... look in our eyes... not interrupt… not
check their phone... not trivialise... not talk about
themselves… keep listening… be interested. Students
can contact the Peer Support Service in person, by
email or through their House and a session is set up
with one of us for just that.
We have gone from strength to strength this year. The U6th,
whilst continuing to offer a listening ear, prepared and presented
assemblies to all Junior years. They also recruited and trained L6th who
have now successfully graduated in a special service in chapel. The
training programme involves 5 sessions of comprehensive guidance and
workshops on active listening, communication, emotions, judgement,
body language and, of course, confidentiality and safeguarding.
We have the largest cohort to date - 30, across all Houses -
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demonstrating the classic Barney spirit of wanting to help! Our
photos can be seen around the School and on our dedicated display
board in Dining Hall corridor.
The training of the Anti-Bullying Ambassadors this year has
been so positive that we are working closely together to prevent
difficulties as well as helping out when they occur. Some of us have
completed the Diana Award training to consolidate this link. Barack
Obama said ‘it’s important to make sure that we’re talking with each
other in a way that heals, not in a way that wounds’ and we want to
help provide reminders of this.
So a huge thank you to our leaving Peer Supporters and
congratulations to the new. We finish 2019 with the introduction of
Peer Support lunches and with many new exciting plans for next
year, including offering a listening opportunity for preppies.
CJS
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CHAPEL
REPORT
The Michaelmas term opened in September with the news that
Mr Dearsley would be retiring at the end of the academic year.

Whilst this came as something of a
shock, I was determined to ensure the
maestro didn’t get too de-mob happy
too early on! The regular rhythm of
chapel therefore began in September
with the tried and tested format of
Choral Matins and it would be fair to
say that the choir and indeed Mr D
himself were all on good form - they
certainly helped get chapel life going for
the School after the long summer break.
In October, Dale House under the
new tutelage of Mr Woodward, put together
the first House Service of the new academic
year. It was fantastic seeing Dale House pull
together for their new Housemaster and they
all did a sterling job incorporating the most
apposite theme of ‘fresh starts and new
beginnings’. It was a service marked out not
just for the effort and commitment of the
Dale House lads but also for the fact that one
of their number, Mr Connor (himself a Dale
House newbie), brought his youngest son
William to be baptised. What a truly
appropriate way for Dale House to welcome
their newest tutor and what a wonderful way
for young William to enter the Christian
family as well as the Barney family!
2018 of course marked the 100th
anniversary of the cessation of hostilities in
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the Great War. Chapel always serves as a
permanent reminder of the sacrifices made
by former students and masters from our
school and therefore the 100th anniversary
was a deeply poignant moment. There was a
well-attended commemoration dinner held
in the dining hall combined with a display
in the Sixth Form Centre which I am sure
will be recorded elsewhere in this edition of
the ‘Barnardian’. The Friday before the
dinner, the school gathered in its traditional
manner, Preppies through to Sixth Formers
alike, to remember, by name, the 147 OBs
and staff members killed in the First World
War. On Remembrance Sunday itself the
boarders with family members and friends
gathered in chapel for our annual
remembrance before making our way to the
War Memorial in the Bowes Museum for
our combined gathering of wreath laying
and remembering. As ever it was lovely to
see our CCF make such a positive
contribution, and it was equally lovely to
share such an important anniversary with
the town community - together we have so
much to be thankful for.
December is a very busy month in
the life of the chapel and firstly my thanks
to all the Barney Friends for their hard work
in ensuring the chapel looked as festive as

possible for the run up to Christmas. I know
for a fact that everyone who enters the
building in the festive period, especially if it
is for the first time, are always a little taken
aback at just how amazing it looks - so
thank you everyone for all your hard work.
December 2018 marked Mr Dearsley’s
final run of Carol Services and he, combined
with the choir, certainly did not disappoint.
This year saw an increase in the number of
services offered, with the Festival of Nine
Lessons and Carols taking place on the last
three days of the Michaelmas Term. It was
all hard work but certainly worth it. The
brass players have now become something of
a ‘fixture and fitting’ and it is surely
impossible not to be moved by their
inspirational introductions to ‘Adeste Fidelis’
and ‘Hark the Herald Angels Sing’. The choir

At the final service on the
Friday a small presentation
was made to Mr Dearsley
for all his incredible work
with the music that has
simply added so much.
Thank you Sir – it has been
a pleasure and a privilege!
were on top form and well done to all those
reading lessons, but especially those in Year
7: Rhys Jenkins, Sylvan Tarn and Hatty
Whitburn who coped admirably with the
very long and testing opening reading from
Genesis. If you are reading these lines and
have never made it to one of the school carol
services over the past four years please do
come along this year - they truly are a
glorious piece of Christmas magic.
The Lent term brings with it, almost
by default, the wintry January blues but
from a Chapel perspective there is always
Candlemas to look forward to! On a cold,

dingy February evening the boarders
gathered to celebrate this festival of light
and it is always very moving to see the holy
space of Chapel lit up so magnificently - an
awe inspiring moment indeed. This year has
seen the return of OB Ollie Morrill to the
school as an employee. Whilst much of his
time has been spent in the Drama
Department sorting out lighting and audio I
couldn’t waste the opportunity of utilising
the skills of a former thurifer to strut his
stuff with the thurible at Candlemas. So not
only did we have lots of candlelight at the
service but it was combined with incense as
well to provide an even more scented
atmosphere. Thank you, Ollie, for all the
support you have given the Chapel during
your year with us; every possible blessing
for your future at RADA.
Founders’ Day followed fast on the
heels of Candlemas and it was yet another
moving moment to have the entire school
gathered together before their spring half
term break to give thanks to all those who
have gone before. It is a well-worn theme
that we stand on the shoulders of those who
have preceded us but it can be easily
forgotten during the ‘cut and thrust’ of a
busy school year. Good to spend a moment
taking stock and being truly thankful for all
that we possess and enjoy here at Barney
and not to simply take it all for granted.
The Lent term was finished off in fine
style by the Bowes House Service that marked
International Women’s Day. It was a
wonderfully crafted service of celebration and
gratitude put together with great heart and
spirit - entirely as I might have anticipated
from Bowes House! Well done Mrs Riley and
all the Bowes contributors for the care and
attention employed in putting together such a
thoughtful and meaningful act of worship.
By its very nature the Trinity Term has
a very different feel about it. The emphasis
is on exams and there is an excitement
combined with a nervousness about the place
that is entirely understandable.
Over the past four years, it has been
the term when we have welcomed to Barney
a group of students from Cranmer Hall, an
Anglican Theological College linked to St
John’s College within the University of
Durham. This year we were visited by Julia,
Tim and Lewis, all students training for
ministry within the Church of England. It
was a delight sharing our school life with
them and they very kindly took a morning
Chapel service to show off their skills and
talents. It always makes me slightly nervous
watching other people lead Chapel - just in
case the Headmaster realises how much I
wing it! Having said that, it has been great
to see our student body engage with Chapel
on a Thursday morning. This year has seen
both the Lower and Upper Sixth volunteer
to write and deliver their ‘Thursday
Thought for the Day’ and they have, to a
man and to a woman, done a super job.
Well done to all those who have participated

and my encouragement to everyone is to
give it some thought and give it a go speaking in public and sharing your
thoughts and ideas is a great life skill, and
one that so many Barney students excel at.
In the second half of the Trinity
Term there are definitely some immoveable
feasts in the Chapel calendar! Firstly, the
North & York House Service followed by a
fantastic lunch followed by an entertaining
cricket match between the boarding lads
and their respective dads. This year the
boarders put a thoughtful service together
on the theme of: ‘Strength from Adversity’.
Sadly they didn’t quite live up to their
theme when it came to the match (or
perhaps they did, who am I to judge!!) as
they lost the game, which means the trophy
returns to the dads this year with it all to
play for next year!

The end of the Trinity Term sees the
OBs gather which is always a very lovely
whole school occasion. Aside from the
sporting fixtures and the lunches and the
conversations, it is good to see the OBs in
Chapel where they always display
considerable affection and warm the place
with their lusty singing. This year saw OBs
gather together who were at Barney during
the 1980s. There was a very light-hearted
atmosphere in Chapel on the Saturday of
their gathering and it was good to see them
all assembled under the watchful eye of Dot
Jones! On the Sunday some of them
returned with other members of the OB
Club for the annual Eucharist. Eucharist
means ‘thanksgiving’ and our final Sunday
chapel service of the year provided an
opportunity for all those present to give
thanks for the life of our school, for the year
that has just passed and of course to say
thank you to Mr and Mrs Dearsley for all
their hard work over the past four years.
The OB Eucharist marked Simon’s final
formal Chapel service and he and his wife
Phili were presented with some small
tokens of our affection and our esteem.
And so to Valedictory! As I write
these lines the service has yet to take place
but I know from experience what a moving
occasion it is. This year we say farewell to
some extremely fine young men and young
women. We say goodbye to some incredible
students and some incredibly hardworking
and selfless monitors. As we belt out
‘Jerusalem’ for one final time this year
please know that you go out as OBs with our

love, with our prayers and with our blessing.
Do come back and see us - you will always
be assured the warmest of welcomes!
Wishing one and all a very enjoyable
summer. God speed and God bless!
The Revd Darren R Moore

Charity Commitee
This year, the School has come
together to raise money for over
twenty charities, all of which have
been different and worthwhile
causes, many based in the local
community. Some of the charities
were close to members of the School
community, like KEEP and
Centrepoint. It has been great to see
so many get involved with the work of
the Charity Committee and come up
with new ideas for the future.
The highlight of this year, however,
was the My Name’5 Doddie fundraiser, a
foundation set up by the ex-rugby player
Doddie Weir to aid research into motor
neurone disease. In true Barney spirit,
everyone gave it their all, selling tickets for
the car raffle, helping at and going to the
charity dinner and the sponsoring of the
first team playing tops, which were later
sold. With the help of everyone, we raised
£22,000, a great amount for a fantastic
cause. This year the School has raised more
than ever before and that is down to the
enthusiasm and passion demonstrated by
all pupils. Thank you to everyone for such a
great year and generous contributions.
Grace Harrison, L6th Bowes

CHARITABLE GIVING 2018-19
Michaelmas Term
4Louis
£400
Teesdale Day Clubs
Produce collected from Prep School
Harvest festival
Macmillan Cancer Support
£500
Remembered
£300
Teesdale Day Clubs
£140
RABI
£140
Royal British Legion
£500
Help for Heroes
£250
Children in Need (Prep School)
£250
Centrepoint
£140
My Name is Doddie (MND)
£22,000
St Cuthbert’s Hospice
(Christmas Jumper)
£500
Save the Children
(Prep School Christmas Jumper)
£150
The Children’s Society
£500
Kipsaina Education & Environment
Partnership
£1500
Lent Term
Kipsaina Education & Environment
Partnership
£500
Bowes House Service
£200
Centrepoint
£3,000
Brain Tumour Charity
£400
Trinity Term
Dig Deep
Kieran Maxwell Legacy
RABI
Breast Cancer Now
Papyrus
Centrepoint
TOTAL

£400
£200
£300
£100
£250
£100
£ 32,720
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ROTARY
INTERACT CLUB

CHEMISTRY
It’s been an interesting year
in Chemistry…!

Over the academic year, the Rotary Interact Club at Barney has
grown and become very active in helping the school community
as a whole to contribute to charity. The group, led by a team of
sixth-form students, works with Rotary International to support
various causes in both the local area and abroad.
In the Michaelmas Term, the team
focussed on raising awareness and
gathering items for a local food bank
– a school-wide appeal was launched
that became hugely successful and
resulted in several boxes of food items
and sanitary products being donated
to be taken to help those in need.
The appeal was so successful that
since then a permanent food item donation
box has been set up, and the school
community is regularly filling it. Towards the
end of term, some members of the group also
sold quiz papers at a stall in the annual
Bowes’ Christmas Market to raise funds for
Shelterbox, a disaster relief charity that
creates and sends boxes of supplies and
shelter items to people severely affected by
natural disasters of all kinds.
Following on from this brilliant start
to the year, the club decided to spend the
Lent term focussing on homelessness, by
working with the youth homelessness
charity Centrepoint. Several bake sales were
run to raise funds for them (as well as one
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bake sale for the Disasters Emergency
Committee which is working to aid victims
of Cyclone Idai to rebuild their lives) and
these resulted in a substantial amount of
money being donated to the charities.
The highlight of the Lent term was
the immensely successful shoebox appeal
which was run across both the Senior
School and the Prep School. The Rotary
Interact Club delivered many assemblies
across both schools to raise awareness for
youth homelessness and to promote the
appeal. Staff and students alike were
stunned by the huge number (over eighty)
of care packages that the school community
put together over the term to be delivered to
homeless young people in order to improve
their quality of life. It was truly
heartwarming to see almost every single
tutor group, as well as many individual
students and staff members, put together
such a box. The school community should
be rightly proud of the phenomenal impact
this huge appeal will surely have on young
homeless people in the area.

Finally, during the Trinity term the
club focussed on raising funds and
awareness for the Kipsaina Education and
Environment Partnership, a charity with
which Mr Forsyth (a Senior School biology
teacher) is heavily involved. It works to
improve schools in the Kipsaina region of
Kenya, and the Kenya expedition in the
summer of 2018 did a lot of work to this
effect. The charity also carries out crucial
conservation work to protect endangered
species in the area, and helps to preserve
wetland ecosystems to lessen the effects of
floods and droughts. In the last week of
term, Rotary Interact ran a very successful
quiz night, with all sorts of teams - from
staff to students to families - entering. A
substantial sum of money was raised on the
night, and it will go towards the building of
five rainwater collection systems in five
Kipsaina schools which lack nearby sources
of clean water. This term the club was also
awarded a Presidential Citation from the
president of Rotary International – a rare
honour given to Interact clubs that work
especially hard to support charity.
All in all, the Rotary Interact Club
has been hugely successful this year and has
further grown into an integral part of the
school community. The team has many
more ideas for next year, and is looking
forward to continuing its vital work!

Several of our L6th chemists had a highly informative
afternoon touring the GSK labs in Barnard Castle as they
picked up the high-end HPLC (High Performance Liquid
Chromatography) apparatus generously donated to the
School. The range of equipment and the rigorous
standards required to operate a commercial
pharmaceutical laboratory made a tremendous impression
upon the group at the start of their own journey into
advanced theoretical and practical chemistry.
In January, several of our students participated in the UK
Chemistry Olympiad. This is the leading chemistry competition for
students in UK secondary education; designed to stretch and
challenge students, it is set by a team of teachers and university
chemists. The exam paper takes students significantly beyond the A
level syllabus and encourages them to think about science in the way
they would at university. Caleb Ellis and Matthew Shovlin were both
awarded the bronze medal certificate for their endeavours.
Once again, BCS students proved their mettle at the Royal
Society of Chemistry’s annual Top of the Bench competition. The
event took place at Teesside University and involved a buzzer round
to start, a written quiz, practical work, an observation round and a
team-working challenge involving molecular models. During the
competition, the team was split up according to age and had to carry
out tasks on their own before being re-united in the latter stages. A
very strong team consisting of Niamh Robinson (Y11), Sam Dolby
(Y10), Emma Hardy and Imogen Roff (Y9) came a creditable 6th out
of 15 schools.

Just prior to the Easter holidays, three of our L6th students
(Bagi Ali, Sam Carling and Stephanie Schnurr) represented the
School at the National Schools Analyst Competition. This is
organised annually by the Royal Society of Chemistry with around
300 schools involved nationwide; the North-East heats were held
this year at the University of Sunderland. The team were presented
with a selection of tasks from the field of analytical chemistry,
requiring them to demonstrate an aptitude in both problem-solving
and practical mastery of techniques such as titration and
chromatography. As always, the students’ performance was a credit
to both themselves and the School and although they did not win the
competition, they did gain an invaluable insight into the scale and
layout of a modern university science facility. The students were
also very fortunate to tour the impressive facilities within the School
of Nursing and Health Sciences, including the “Living Lab” and a
state-of-the-art virtual reality trauma suite.
In June, a team of four Y8 students, consisting of Laura
Burgess, Joseph Chisman, Harry Maude and Hamish Ross, took part
in the Salters’ Festival of Chemistry at the University of Newcastle
alongside 16 other teams from the region. The day started with a
detective-style task in which they had to identify the missing element
in a practical forensic investigation. This required mental agility,
teamwork and sound laboratory technique, and these skills were
assessed by a team of university staff and undergraduate judges.
The afternoon task was a timed challenge to produce a
specified volume of foam using a selection of chemical substances.
Finally, the students were treated to a ‘bangs and whistles‘
demonstration from two undergraduate students centred on the
concept of ‘The History of Planet Earth in 24 Hours’.
IMB

Sam Carling, L6th Tees House
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S
AWARD

The Duke of Edinburgh’s continues to go from strength to strength – ever popular and enjoyed in
equal measure.
This academic year 41 participants have achieved an award
– 4 at Gold and 37 at Silver. Gold awards have been
achieved by Old Barnardians Helen Alderson, Alex Booth
and Ollie Morrill, and this year’s leaver Jackson Smith.
Over the course of the year, Expedition training has included
2 training day walks, 2 route planning days, 5 weekend training
expeditions and 2 assessed expeditions. In total 5 groups were
assessed at Silver and 4 at Gold, enabling 29 pupils in Year 11 to
successfully complete their Silver Expedition and Gold for 19 in the
Lower Sixth.
At Silver their assessor, former headmaster David Ewart, was
impressed with their map reading, navigation and camp craft and
noted the confidence and maturity shown by each of the participants.
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At Gold the assessor noted, ‘participants were part of keen, wellmotivated and enthusiastic teams carrying out an expedition
through the north western corner of the Yorkshire Dales with routes
taking in terrain not often encountered by DofE expeditions, but
which was tackled in a most competent manner. Camping standards
and menus were excellent. During debrief the group could reflect
enthusiastically about their venture, on their own performance, and
on how the team worked together as a cohesive unit.’
It would be great to see all 48 participants go on to complete
the award and for the Silvers to ‘Go for Gold!’ as Mr Ewart
encouraged each of them to do.
CHA
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BIOLOGY IN ACTION,
SALFORD UNIVERSITY
It was an early
start for all the
lower sixth
biology students
on Thursday 13th
of December as we travelled down to Salford
University for a Biology in Action day which
consisted of a series of lectures on interesting
topics in biology. After a welcome from the
Chair, Greg Foot, the first speaker was Sheena
Cruickshank.

BIOLOGY FIELD TRIP
TO MALHAM TARN
On Monday the 21st to Wednesday the 25th,
Upper Sixth biology students went on an
exciting trip to Malham Tarn Field Centre.
We arrived mid-morning, spending a fascinating afternoon
analysing an area of succession (an evolution of an
ecological community). Practising using transects and
quadrats ourselves has helped our understanding of
biological practices, and observing the different plant
species at the peat bog was very interesting- especially the
carnivorous Pinguicula plant!
The next morning, we took a walk to observe some of the
most underrated of creatures - the aquatic invertebrates. We learnt

76

barnardian review

how to identify them, how they differed due to their habitat, and how
to measure the surrounding environment in an exciting study.
Each evening, we developed our understanding of biological
maths by learning the theory of the statistical tests we had carried
out during the day. This included chi – squared and spearman’s
rank, which were a lot easier to understand when used in real life!
The last day was a favourite for many. First off, we observed
the live small mammals we had trapped during the night, finding
out that you could differentiate between a shrew and a field mouse
by the size of their ears. After this, we were able to decide on and
carry out our core practical in groups using everything we had
learned so far.
All in all it was a refreshing and fun trip, and we hope the new
lower sixth have as good a time as we did!

Cruickshank’s speech named “Your microbiome and you”
and was a fascinating lecture which included many
thought-provoking facts including that there are 38 trillion
bacteria on your body and exploring into the future about
the possibility of changing our microbiomes. Next up was
Greg Foot, a TV science presenter, who spoke about his
personal experiences in scaling Mount Everest, how it can
affect your body and then using his findings to help
patients in hospitals. “Everest Lab” was very engaging as it
was interactive and stunning videos from his trek.
After a short break we listened to Nessa Carey, who everyone
was excited to listen to. Her speech on gene editing and “Rewriting
Creation” was based around a modern topic and the new technology
known as CRISPR. This captivating topic was very intriguing as it is
a topic that none of us knew much about. We then had a 20-minute
talk on exam success from a local biology teacher named Catherine
Russell. Her advice given was something everyone could take away
with them. She gave us guidance and her recommended advice for
when it comes to revision to help us achieve the best grades possible.
Her useful lecture also included some games on the screen
where we had to remember as many of the pictures shown. It was
then time for our lunch break and most of us went to the local
museum café for food to give us fuel for the afternoon ahead. The
next lecture was “Tales from the Oesophagus” by Tim Underwood, a
surgeon who specialised in oesophageal cancer. His inspiring talk
was a favourite for many as he was bombarded with questions at the
end. He spoke about the biology behind the disease and the complex
surgery involved in the treatment which includes removing the
oesophagus and stretching the stomach into a tube.
This lecture was intriguing because of the anecdotes he spoke
about and the videos on the screen which showed us how risky the
surgery is. Last up was Marty Jopson with “A microscopic journey
into the unseen”, this was a rare chance to see live microscopy of
samples which included head lice, cheek cell and stinging nettle
plants. This interactive lecture was fun to watch and left you with
something to think about for the bus journey home. Overall, I
thought this trip was very worthwhile as it gave us a chance to ask
specialists about topics we are interested in and it gave us a taste of
university life and lectures.
Lauren Wilson, L6th Bowes House

Jade Ullyart, U6th Bowes
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THE BATTLE OF BOAT

In this important centenary year of the end of the First World
War, it was decided very early on that this performance would be
a whole-School one, rather than the traditional Senior show.
After an email arrived in my inbox,
offering exclusive rights to a brandnew musical set in 1916, and linking
the Somme with the struggles of those
at home, it was a no-brainer – even
without a Musical Director, it was an
opportunity that we couldn’t turn
down.
With a cast of 50, from Y7 to U6th,
the show told the story of two opposing
groups of school children in a Southern
town. After watching the video of The
Battle of the Somme, one group, The
Defenders, led by William and Frances,
decide to help out the war effort in any way
that they can. Meanwhile, Gripper’s Gang,
a group of bullies led by cricket bat-wielding
Gripper, try to stop them, accusing them of
being traitors helping the Germans.
The role of William, eldest of the
group, was played by Matthew Shovlin, with
Caitlyn Mitchell as Frances. These two led a
group which included Jasmine Hooper and
Kira Meikle as Gladys and Sybil, Sylvan
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Tarn as Jack, Izzy Kerr as Florence and
Rhys Jenkins as Jimmy. Once William is
enlisted, despite being underage, the group
is led by Beagle, played by Joe Johnston,
with his new friend Felix, a half-German
boy, played by Benji Wilson.
The opposing gang was led superbly
by Jamie Fawcett as Gripper, in his first
onstage appearance. The gang’s muscle was
provided by Josie Powell, Georgie Rhodes,
Tabby Hilsdon, Caleb Ellis, Sam Dolby and
Jack Roberts.
The show culminated in the
Defenders deciding to build a boat, so that
they could sail to France, and this was
realized superbly with video mapping onto
the walls, allowing us to create a variety of
sets using only white boards – the image of
the boat at sea, with a rippling sheet of blue
fabric representing the English Channel, is
one which will stay with many audience
members for a long time.
I was assisted in direction by Esmee
Ullyart, while Ollie Morrill trained the Tech

Crew and created all scenic designs with
me. It was a challenge, not only directing
but leading the vocal rehearsals and Musical
Direction, and my thanks to Chris Entiknap
for his assistance with these vocal
rehearsals as rehearsal pianist. I may not
be a great conductor, but the students
excelled regardless! My thanks also to Kira
Meikle, as Assistant Choreographer.
Without the skills of both the students and
staff involved, these performances simply
would not be as professional as they turn
out.
To add to the poignancy of the
performance, the two sets of wings were
painted with the names of all of the fallen
OBs, students and masters alike, and were
also printed within the programme,
meaning that the loss of lives in all conflicts
remained in the forefront of the minds of all
who came to see the 3 sell-out productions.
Full Colours for Dramatic Excellence
were awarded to Caitlyn Mitchell, Jasmine
Hooper, Kira Meikle and Matthew Shovlin,
with Half Colours to Joe Johnston and Will
Hunter. Half Colours for Technical
Excellence went to Thomas Dalton and
Ryan Liu.
TSE
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ICELAND
TRIP 2018
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REMEMBRANCE
WEEKEND

barnardian michaelmas

‘Lest we forget’

The weekend in November which marked 100 years since the end of WW1 was a very special one.
This important period in history, in which the boys of the North Eastern County School certainly
played their part, was marked with due respect.
On Friday 7 November the whole School, from the
youngest preppie to the oldest member of staff,
gathered outside Chapel as the service of remembrance
began with music by the band which was followed by a
parade by the CCF. The names of each of the fallen were
read out and crosses planted in the grass bank. Wreaths
were laid by the Headmaster and the Headmistress of
the Prep School.
On Saturday evening there was a commemoration dinner and
on Sunday morning all sections of the School community joined the
boarders at the Remembrance Day Service in Chapel after which the
congregation joined with the town around the cenotaph.
Also of note in the Chapel are the medals of several OBs. They
were given to the school by their families and are now framed and
displayed for all to see.
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WW1 Centenary Dinner
On Saturday 8th November, a large number of Old
Barnardians, those currently serving and those who have
served, serving parents, current leaders of the CCF and
some invited guests gathered at School.
The evening began with welcome drinks in the Sixth Form
Centre, where we were entertained by the choir, who sang songs
from the era, and where we could view art work based on those OBs
who fell during the war. We were welcomed by the Headmaster who
then launched the WW1 Memorial website which tells the story of
those we lost. A lot of work obviously went in to it but it was worth it.
Seeing those in attendance in a magnificent mass of uniforms from
all three services was actually overwhelming and added to the
poignancy of the occasion.

We were called to dinner by the piper who played as we all
processed into a dimly-lit dining room past ‘Tommy’. The choir sang
a blessing before we all sat down to a superb dinner with a menu
based on WW1 food including Barney’s own Maconochie stew and
ANZAC biscuits.
Throughout the dinner, extracts from the diaries of Old
Barnardians who fought in the First World War were read by students
and Old Barnardians. I was honoured to read the story of 2nd
Lieutenant SEH Anderson of the Northumberland Fusiliers, who was at
School from 1908 to 1913, and whose name is on the boards in the
dining room. He sustained gunshot wounds to his knee and ankle and
ended up having five lots of surgery. Reading his account of the injuries
he sustained really brought home the dedication and resilience of those
Old Barnardians who served in the First World War. One amazing fact,
though, was that on landing in France he met ‘two Barney fellows’ who,
of course, celebrated their chance meeting in style!
I was pleased to be part of this very special occasion, humbled
to think that many of them were my age and proud that my School
would seek to honour them in this way.

WW1 Memorial Website https:
www.barnardcastleschool.org.uk/ww1memorial/
Before and during the four years of the WW1 centenary
commemorations a lot of research was carried out
to paint a picture of each of the OBs killed during that
time. As has been mentioned in previous OB “Barney
Connect” magazines, Mrs Pat Burgess, Mrs Christine
Hick and Mr Malcolm McCallum dedicated much
of their time to this project and we are most grateful
to them.
We now know the stories of the 145 boys, four Masters
and one member of the support staff – actually the Boot Boy –
so no more are they just names on the panels.
There is also a list of those ‘On the King’s Service’ as it is
important that we remember them too. ‘Lest we Forget’
DJ

Lizzie Clouston (OB, Longfield, ’15)
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HOUSE
DRAMA

LECTERN CLUB
ONE

This week saw the annual House Drama competition. Unlike
in past years, when Houses were given free reign and creativity,
this year we experimented with something new – during Congers
3 weeks ago, each House drew the title of a fairy tale, and were
encouraged to create a reinterpretation of their given title.
Last night, staff and students packed
Big School to support, and, with each
House having a staff representative
to judge, the groups performed their
reimagined piece. Longfield went
first, with their murder mysteryinspired take on “Goldilocks”.
Following this, “Rapunzel” was
reimagined as an open audition, after the
leading lady quits – it turns out having a ‘fat
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lump’ of a Prince climbing your hair can be
pretty irritating. We then had Bowes House
with “Hansel and Gretel Goes Wrong” and
Marwood’s take on “Little Red Riding Hood”.  
Next up were Dale House with
“Sinderella”, relishing in the cross-dressing
that a fairy tale almost entirely populated by
female characters requires. After this was a
modern reinterpretation of “Beauty and the
Beast” from North’ House, with a tale for

the Tinder generation. After this, York
House delivered a classic telling of “Jack
and the Beanstalk”, chiefly written in
rhyming couplets. Last up, Tees
House’s “Snow White 2.0” told a modern
story of Snow White, poisoned by a virus
on a poisoned Apple (iPad) due to social
media popularity.  
After a brief debate, it was
unanimously decided that Durham were the
winners for their excellent wordplay, superb
performances and clever take on the title.
In second place were Marwood, for a superb
ensemble piece. York House came third.
My thanks to all who took the time
to write, perform and support in this
fantastic House event.
TSE

With many Upper Sixth returning for a second time, and Lower Sixth waiting to experience the
renowned evening, this year’s first Lectern Club evening was anticipated eagerly.
Its eloquent speeches, delicious meal, and vibrant
decorations meant it certainly met, and even exceeded,
expectations. Starting with a quirky grace from Father
Darren, the evening continued to showcase the talented,
passionate speakers and their thoughts on the theme ‘Did
you know?’ The speeches were all original and personal,
ranging from the Jamie’s effortless humour in his speech
about his personal idol, to the heart-warming speech on
the power of smiling from Verity Fullerton-Smith.
Incredibly high standards meant that it was impossible to
choose a singular winner for the short speeches, and so two people
were awarded first place. New to the Sixth Form, and the school,
Martha Davis debuted with her speech ‘Sad Times’. Full of empathy
and wisdom, she emphasised the sorrow felt by animals as well as
humans. Presenting more than just facts, she brought her own
compassionate aspect to the evening’s theme. Head Boy Tomas
Valdivia-Arayna captivated his peers with his speech ‘Sabias’, about
the importance of memories for our future development.
Intertwining knowledge from his home country, Chile, and speaking

partially in Spanish, his words were powerful and evoked much
emotion.
After the delicious main of our three course meal, prepared to
perfection by the Kitchen Staff, the Long speeches competition
began. Also making her first Lectern Club appearance, Esia Forsyth
won first prize for her enthralling speech entitled ‘Humanity and
Validation’. She spoke passionately about our tendency as people to
seek approval, connecting instantly with the audience and relating to
them personally. Jade Ullyart came second with her uplifting speech
‘Did you know artificial intelligence will take over humans?’
Beginning by exposing all flat earth theorists, she went on to defy the
title of her speech with intelligence and subtle charisma. With
admiring comments from some of the new teachers that attended,
and huge amounts of success and support, the evening was one to be
remembered. Special thanks go to the Mrs. Beaty, who contributes
continually to the organisation of the evening; to the kitchen staff
who treated us to such as lovely meal and to the speakers, all of
whom never fail to delight.
Esmee Ullyart, U6th Bowes House
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ENGLISH
FROM SHIRE TO FIRE

EUROPEAN DAY
OF LANGUAGES 2018

The heady combination of a setting sun, a warm campfire,
and fifty Year 7s made for a wonderful Hobbit themed
evening in September, celebrating Bilbo and Frodo
Baggins’ birthdays as well as the new release of Tolkien’s
final and previously unfinished novel, ‘The Fall of
Gondolin’. The eagerly creative Year 7s, accompanied by
the English Department and Sixth Form Team Leaders,
undertook a journey through a hugely competitive Fire
Quiz, wrote amazingly passionate Fire Poetry, and to close
the evening’s festivities, produced impressive Hobbitthemed Performance Poetry.
Helped by oozing toasted marshmallows, the sweetie concept
that is reportedly 4000 years old (a quiz question answer), our
creative Year 7s brought Bilbo, Gandalf and Smaug to life in their
noteworthy imaginative poetry. Well done Year 7s; a remarkable
lyrical celebration of literary fire, dragons and hobbits! The Shire
really did glow from the fire…
FEB

The European Day of Languages falls each year on 26th
September and the MFL department like to take this
opportunity to celebrate the diversity of different tongues
spoken around the world.
This year, all the teachers were presented with the challenge
of telling us their favourite word in any language and giving a reason
for their choice. Their responses were fascinating and produced a
wide range of words from 16 different languages: French, German,
Russian, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Welsh, English, Arabic,
Swahili, Latin, Greek, Norwegian, Dutch, Hebrew and Japanese.
Some words were inspired by fond memories of childhood,
such as the Italian for ‘sweet dreams’ (sogni d’oro) while others
reminded teachers of holidays abroad (péage in France and
paralelepípedos in Portugal). Some were more obscure, like the
Norwegian word for outer space (verdensrommet). Many teachers
like words which are hard to translate into English, such as the
German concept of Schadenfreude or Japanese genki and German
compound nouns such as Knoblauchbrot or Rhabarbermarmelade
proved a firm favourite. The most common reason for choosing a
word, however, was simply that we like the sound of it, which is as
good a reason as any. All students were invited to take part in a quiz
about their teachers’ favourite words and prizes were awarded to all
those who completed the quiz, with the first prize being a beautiful
and inspiring multilingual picture dictionary.
HDK

If you want to find out what else the younger students did
on European Day of Languages, try reading this account,
written by our French Assistant Marin Prévôt. An English
version follows:
Après une matinée de recherche au milieu de ces dizaines de
mots différents, les élèves de l’année 7 ont vu la grande salle « Sixth
Form Centre » se transformer en un cinéma français. Grâce à leur
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billet de 10€ donné lors de leur dernier cours par les professeurs, les
élèves ont pu demander en français un ticket d’entrée pour aller voir
leur Disney préféré: Ratatouille. Ils avaient aussi droit à une boite de
pop-corn afin d’apprécier le film au maximum.
C’était une expérience très intéressante pour les élèves car,
grâce aux sous-titres, ils ont pu apprendre de nouveaux mots,
expressions et formulations principalement par l’écoute en
reconnaissant des mots déjà entendu ou en se rappelant des
répliques en anglais.
C’est une manière de faire découvrir le Français tout en
s’amusant. Les élèves étaient intéressés et se sont prêtés au jeu,
autant hors du cinéma que pendant le film. C’est une expérience
intéressante à refaire!
MP

English version:
After a morning of researching amidst dozens of these
different words, the Year 7 students saw the Sixth Form
Centre turn into a French cinema. Thanks to their €10
ticket handed out by teachers during their previous lesson,
the students were able to ask for an entrance ticket in
French to watch their favourite Disney film: Ratatouille.
They were also able to order a box of popcorn to enjoy the
film to the maximum.
It was a very interesting experience for the students because,
thanks to the subtitles, they were able to learn new words, expressions
and formulations mainly by listening and recognizing words they had
already heard or by remembering the lines in English.
It is a way to discover the French language while having
fun. The students were interested and willing to join in, both outside
the cinema and during the film. It will be an interesting experience
to repeat!
MP
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PSYCHOLOGY

HADRIAN’S
WALL

Mrs Abela decided to begin the day with a refreshing Costa at Darlington station to help our
extremely early start at 6.40am. Once we had arrived into Edinburgh at around 9am, we
were helpfully left with over an hour to spare, so we split up and explored the city and all its
Christmassy extravaganza.

The Classics Department enjoyed two trips to
Hadrian’s Wall. In the first week of October the
whole of Year 9 visited Housesteads fort as part
of their study of that ancient Romans. After a
morning of work all enjoyed an energetic walk
from Housesteads to Steel Rigg.

While some sensibly went for a proper breakfast, others
decided to present a beautiful fashion show in the middle
of Topshop, with long coats and ugly berets.
Through the next two hours, there was some discussion
and lectures of the correlation between science and pseudoscience,
how to identify fake news and revealing the fact that there have been
cases of fraud in psychology where psychologists have forged data in
order to gain publicity and enhance their careers. Just before lunch
there was an enlightening demonstration of magic and illusions from
best-selling author and magician Dr Richard Wiseman.
After the excitement of the morning, we were set free to enjoy
our lunches in (almost) peace. There was a selection: from 5 Guys, to
Pizza Hut, to an Italian place that Miss Penny suggested. Once back
in the building, everyone sat down with anticipation as Dr Richard
Wiseman gave an interesting talk on sleep and dreaming, basically
saying that most of us are sleep deprived.
Some ‘neat demos’ came next and our very own Upper Sixth
student Jasmine Hooper found herself on stage, taking part in a live
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experiment in front of the 500-strong audience with the chance to
win herself £10. Sadly, she miscounted a few ‘t’s and had to make do
with the consolation prize of some chocolate coins. As an incredible
finish to this day out, hypnotist Andrew Newton presented a series of
disconcerting yet amazing ‘tricks’ involving the whole audience, and
Jasmine Hooper found herself once again on stage, only just missing
out on the chance to be personally hypnotised. All of us within the
crowd witnessed first-hand the strange concept of hypnosis, as he
managed to get around 15 individuals in a completely hypnotic state:
completing strange tasks including using their own shoes as an
oxygen mask!
Before our sleepy train ride back home to Darlington, we had
a final hour to explore the beautiful Edinburgh Christmas Market,
buying candyfloss and miserably failing to win a teddy at the ball
shooting stall. All-in-all, it was a fantastic day; despite waking up far
too early, we were able to understand psychology better whilst
witnessing mind-boggling tricks.

The weather was not particularly kind but all enjoyed the
experience and we’re able to appreciate the sort of life the
Romans ‘enjoyed’ on the boundary of the empire.
In December, the Upper 6th Ancient History class had a more
in-depth look at Vindolanda, milecastles and turrets and other
features of the frontier and gained a deeper understanding of this
part of the syllabus.  
JDG

Rebecca Nichols, L6th Longfield
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CCF EXERCISE
BLACK RAT CHALLENGE
11 enthusiastic senior cadets were selected to attend the 4
Brigade Black Rat Cadet Challenge (BRCC). Major D Crawford
(OC Cadet Training Team 4 Bde) describes BRCC as “a vehicle
for developing senior cadets by honing their leadership and
teamwork skills.”

Our cadets, led by Cadet RSM Fergus
Hewitson left school on Saturday
evening, arriving at the Catterick
training area at 8pm. Cadets were
given a briefing about the Company
Attack that would take place the next
day and what their role would be.
Next the cadets were instructed to
bed down in a troop shelter with 40 other
cadets and officers from other CCFs. Another
180 cadets and officers from various ACFs
were bivvied down in the woods nearby. Very
little sleep was had by all but one of the
occupants of the troop shelter thanks to the
Cadet Training Team’s Sargent Williamson
who snored loudly all night.

Cadets were woken at 4:30 am and
began making breakfast in the cold dark
morning. Cups of tea and hot chocolate
were shared and served to kick start weary
brains and bodies and the ‘boil in a bag’
breakfasts went down a treat.
At 5:30am the cadets were ready to
go and paraded outside for their final
checks and to be issued their blank
ammunition. The CCF cadets were
designated 4 Platoon and were last to set
off. Troops from 4 Para’ were on hand to be
“tactical mentors” to the cadets and help
them decide what to do in the heat of the
action.
A squadron from the Queens Own
Yeomanry brought Winnock vehicles fitted
with light machine guns and a .50 calibre
gun to provide fire support for the cadets.
Soldiers from the Royal Lancers brought
tracked combat and reconnaissance vehicles
(CVRTs) and 4 Yorks brought a number of
General Purpose Machineguns (GPMGs) to
help supress the enemy. These elements
combined to give the cadets a sense of
realism that they rarely get to feel when out
on exercise.

REMEMBRANCE
SUNDAY
Perhaps most impressive of all were
the experts from 32 Regiment from the
Royal Engineers “sappers” who brought
further depth and realism in the form of
“Bat Sims” (Battle Simulations). They
brought 45kg with them and divided these
into 90 0.5kg charges. These were set off
at intervals throughout the exercise to
simulate artillery fire. They were all buried
so that when they went off they threw dirt
and smoke high into the air, it was amazing.
All the cadets enjoyed the exercise
and learned a lot. Out team consisted of Sgt
T Hammilton, Sgt H McAlister, LCpl W
Hunter, Cpl K Bleasby, LCpl M Forster, LCpl
J Vernon, Cpl A Scopes, Sgt A Davidson,
RSM F Hewitson, Sgt R Harris and Sgt K
Baxter. Thanks go to UO Clark, Lt Fairwood
and Capt Garvey who helped run the exercise
and 4 Bde who arranged the event.

There was an added poignancy this Remembrance Sunday as people from and around Barnard
Castle gathered to mark the 100th anniversary of the armistice in the First World War.
Thirty-two members of the Contingent from cadet to major
wore their CCF uniforms proudly on Remembrance
Sunday as they led the procession, which included the
deputy lord lieutenant, the mayor of Barnard Castle, local
dignitaries, members of the guides and scouts associations,
service men and women and members of the British
Legion through the streets of Barnard Castle.
The standard was carried by sergeant Hamish McAllister.
Once formed up at the cenotaph in the Bowes Museum Grounds, we
were met by local residents and members of the School community.
A service was given by one of the local ministers to remember
those who had fought and died during conflict in all the wars, past
and present. The first wreath was laid by the descendants of the
Smith family who tragically lost five sons during the First World
War. After time for reflection, cadet RSM Fergus Hewitson laid the
wreath on behalf of Barnard Castle School CCF.
Major C E Connor

DURHAM SHOOTING
COMPETITION
Cadets from Barnard Castle School CCF were
invited to take part in the North of England
RFCA regional indoor shooting competition on
18th November 2018 at Gilesgate Armoury in
Bishop Auckland.
19 teams competed in the Under 15s air rifle competition
(The Summers Bowl) Team A consisting of Cpl Riccardo
Allen, Cdt Elizabeth Burton, Cdt James Clough, Cdt Jack
Cahill, performed well, claiming 4th place overall. Team B
consisting of Cdt Ed Hilsden, Cdt Ian Tam, Cdt Max Berni,
Cdt Ethan Swan shot phenomenally, claiming 1st place by a
huge margin scoring 234 points (2nd place scored 172).
Cadet Max Berni also got the highest individual score in
the whole competition.
In the Anschutz rifle .22 rifle competition (Surtees Shield) Cpl
Amy Parker, Sgt Hamish McAlister, Sgt Rob Harris and Cpl Kieran
Bleasby represented Barney. Competition was fierce and our cadets
managed a very respectable 2nd place, missing out on the top spot
by a small margin of 24 points. Sgt Rob Harris was runner-up in the
individual scores.
After all teams had shot, Colonel G Straughan (NE RFCA
Chairman) presented our winning air rifle team with their
winners medals and the Summers Bowl which Barney have now
won 3 years in a row. He also presented Cadet Max Berni with
his individual winners medal. He went on to present our .22 rifle
team with their runners-up medals and Sgt Rob Harris with his
runners-up medal.
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CLIMBING
COMPETITION

DCCT
RANGE DAY
Cadets from Barnard Castle School CCF were
invited to take part in the annual Tri-Service
Climbing Competition hosted at Simonside
Adventure Centre, South Shields on Saturday
1st December 2018.
The competition involved 120 cadets from across the North
East of England from 4 different services: CCF, Army, Air
and Sea Cadets. The competition consisted of 3 rounds; a
qualifier, semi-final and final. Competitors were split into
three age categories and competed in separate male and
female competitions.
It quickly became clear that Barnard Castle School Combined
Cadet Force would be a contender for some silverware as 5 of our 7
climbers progressed to the Semi-finals. The semis provided some
challenging climbs and forced the cadets to really up their game. All
the Barnard Castle Cadets gave a good account of themselves.
New recruit Cadets Max Berni and Jan Berni made it into
theU17 finals with Sgt Rob Harris, Cadet Max Myhan and Sgt
Hamish McAlister just missing out. In the U17 female category Sgt
Katie Baxter did really well, progressing to the semi-finals. In the
17+ Female category LCpl Sarah Graystone dominated her age
category and went on the win the gold medal for that category.
Overall Barnard Castle School were runners up in the
competition, narrowly missing out on the top spot.
In an award ceremony at the end of the day Col V B Jassal
(Vice-Chair) (Cadets NE RFCA) remarked on the quality of climbing,
the excellent attitude of all the competitors and encouraged cadets to
look around them and approach life like they had approached the
climbing wall today. He made the following presentations to
Barnard Castle School Combined Cadet Force:
•F
 emale U17+ First Place – Sarah Graystone
(Gold Medal and a goody bag)
•Q
 uiz winners – McAllister, Harris, Baxter

BTEC AWARD
The BTEC Level 2 Award in Personal
Development and Teamwork is a very
popular qualification that the senior NCOs
in the L6th are invited to complete. It is run
in addition to the busy CCF training
programme in the Michaelmas Term and is
a student lead qualification which gains
them a 60 credit certified diploma.
This year, the regional manager, Jim Black
made himself available for both of the BTEC Sunday
training sessions and his expertise and knowledge
was hugely appreciated from the nineteen cadets
who successfully completed their two workbooks
during these sessions.
Major C E Connor
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8 Year 10 cadets (having passed their weapon handling tests 2 weeks prior) arrived at school at 7:30
for some bacon butties, loaded the bus, jumped in the school minibus and headed to Wathgill Camp
to use the Dismounted Close Combat Training (DCCT) facilities there.

The DCCT is a training system using a computer simulated
firing range used by the British armed forces for training in
weapon handing without the red tape associated with the
transport and use of live ammunition and the risk of
hypothermia posed by the weather in mid-December.
On our arrival the students did a quick refresher of their
weapon drill and quickly got down to business, starting at a (simulated)
range of 25 metres the cadets zeroed their rifles; setting them up so
that they could shoot accurately. Next they were given a chance to
shoot 5 rounds at a target 100 metres away to test their accuracy; this is
measured by ‘group size’ which is the distance between the two (digital)
‘bullet holes’ furthest apart. Results were mixed with Cdt Elizabeth
Burton getting a group of 220mm, others scored as high as 982mm as
they got used to firing the rifle for the first time.

WEAPONS
HANDLING DAY
42 keen-as-mustard cadets outside the CCF hut on a cold
November morning. Lieutenant Fairwood briefed them on
the plan for the day which was to revise all of the Weapon
handling topics covered so far and to learn the final skills
needed in order to pass that weapon handling test.
Cadets were split into 4 different sections and had enough for
lessons with Lt Fairwood Sargent Pennock, Sargent Williamson and
Captain Garvey. The morning lessons consisted of revising the topics
covered in CCF 4-5pm for the last 6 weeks; the parts of the rifle,
stripping the rifle, assembling the rifle, fitting a sling, knowing the
safe handling rules, how to load the rifle and unload the rifle. After
break the cadets were taught how to complete the drills that deal
stoppages that can occur with the weapon system and how to make
the rifle ready to fire.
The senior NCOs (RSM F Hewitson, Sgt T Hamilton, Sgt R
Harris, Sgt K Bleasby and Sgt A Oates) were extremely helpful and
spent time helping the cadets with aspects of the training they were
struggling with.

Sgt Pennock from the Cadet Training Team and Lt Fairwood
each gave lessons on the 4 Marksmanship Principals showing the
cadets how to hold the rifle firmly and how to fire a shot more
accurately. The cadets all improved in the next round.
After several more practices we decided to have a competition.
The first round was a 100m grouping practice. Cadets fired 5 rounds
at the small target, all cadets showed improvement compared with
their groups from earlier. Cadet Max Berni was victorious with a
group of 159mm, his brother Jan was 2nd (218mm) and Cadet Lucas
Patrick was 3rd (287mm)
The next round was a “snap” shoot meaning that 20 targets
would pop up for 5 seconds and the cadets only have 20 rounds (1 per
target). Cadet Max Myhan won this round with a score of 15 out of 20,
Cadet Elizabeth Burton was 2nd with 12 and Cadet Ian Tam was 3rd
with 9.
To finish off the day we did a “falling plate” shoot which means
the targets are even smaller and fall down when they are hit. Out of 15
plates three cadets hit all 15: Cadets Max Myhan, Max Berni and Ian
Tam. These three finalists then had a ‘shoot off’ leading to Ian Tam
taking gold and Max Berni picking up silver.
All cadets including Aiden Williams, Jack Butterwickand
James Clough displayed weapon handling skills of a high standard.
They all improved on their initial group sizes as they became more
and more familiar with the rifle. All cadets enjoyed the day immensely
and now look forward to shooting the rifle with blank ammunition on
Second Look/Summer Camp or with live ammunition on a future
Range Day/Summer Camp.

After lunch it was clear that all the cadets were ready for their
weapon handling tests, all cadets passed with flying colours. Major
Connor popped in to do some of the tests, it was lovely to see her as
she nears the end of her maternity leave. Following their testing the
year 10s were then taught how to clean the weapons by the NCOs
and introduced to the indoor shooting range with Lt Fairwood and
Cpt Gavey. Thanks must go to all the NCOs who helped, the Cadet
Training Team sergeants and to Mr Lewis for planning the day.
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Hockey
HOUSE SPEAKING
Junior House Public Speaking

A change of venue was needed for this year’s Junior Public
Speaking competition, and the newly refurbished Music
Room proved the perfect setting for this keenly fought event.
Teams came well prepared and the event started with North/York’s
Shiv Sehgal, Archie Pepper and George Stubbs enlightening and
entertaining us with what goes on behind the scenes in boarding life. Next
came Dale with Will Whitburn, Daniel Newell and Thomas Newcombe
with an original and informative view of the North East Economy.
Marwood’s Heather Brown, Hattie Whitburn and Emily
Minikin followed and began by imploring us to consider the plight of
endangered animals and metaphorically taking us with them as far
as the plastic strewn oceans before bringing us back to our own
gardens with advice on how we can help stop the decline of the
humble hedgehog. Next came Bowes whose team, Poppy Barlow,
Bea Dolby and Daisy Wilson, presented a cleverly structured speech
on women in sport. They too ranged far and wide before focusing
their observations on the history of sport in our own School.
Longfield’s Ellie Jones, Aimee Willey and Maisy Squires
followed with an emotional and topical choice of subject: the
needlessness of war. They successfully combined factual research
with emotively expressed references to their own family connections
with the armed forces and in doing so gave a powerful and moving
view on the topic.
The mood became more lighthearted, but none the less
heartfelt, with Durham’s contribution: skiing and sibling rivalry.
Henry Turnbull and Archie Gent provided able support for main
speaker Eric Proud, who entertained his audience with tales of
growing up with a twin sister who outshone him in many areas, not
least height, but who failed to take the upper hand on the ski slopes.
The competition ended with a humorous consideration of
Armageddon provided by Tees’ Thomas Pepper, Sam Banner and
Dan Raper.
Adjudicator Mr Bishop has years of valuable experience
preparing previous Tees teams and so knew exactly what to look for
in a winner. The various categories for marking each team, including
content, team work, audience involvement and delivery were there
to help but, in the end, nothing mattered more than his own
simplified view: which one would my mum most want to hear. The
answer: Durham, who were worthy winners of top spot, followed by
Longfield in second place and Marwood in third.
Many thanks to Mr Bishop and to Abbie Salkeld for providing
perfect time keeping, House staff for helping to prepare teams and of
course to the teams themselves for a thoroughly entertaining competition.
DLME

Intermediate House Public Speaking
Two weeks after the Juniors had performed, it was the turn
of our Intermediate public speakers. Once again, the Music
Room provided the setting, this time with the choir in the
upstairs room providing background accompaniment with a
festive renditions of a range of carols including “In the
Bleak Midwinter” and “O Come All Ye Faithful”.
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First up were Durham with an aptly entitled offering: “Speech
Writing”. Sam Metcalfe and Ollie Allison provided entertaining and
well-structured support to main speaker Max Myhan who gave a
wonderfully theatrical performance. Longfield came next with Choe
Willey, Saskia Horseman-Sewell and main speaker Caitlin Cargill,
who demonstrated the importance of close teamwork. The content
and delivery of their speech, “Perspectives”, ranged from comic to
serious and throughout there was a clear sense of purpose and
sincerity. They successfully combined slapstick with thoughtprovoking ideas – quite an achievement.
Dale’s team of Harrison Girot, Sam Dolby and main speaker
Charlie Derrick presented their views on conspiracy theories
surrounding the Bermuda Triangle, and in doing so covered a range
of scientific explanations alongside bizarre speculation.
“Speak Up” was the title of North’s speech and Cian
Armstrong, Jack Butterwick and main speaker Elliot Greetham did
just that, choosing this platform to speak with great sensitivity and
maturity on the topic of mental health. Their contribution was both
bold and brave and was delivered with sincerity, with eye contact
playing an important part in connecting with their audience.
Bowes chose to speak on the importance of “Volunteering”,
cleverly hooking the audience’s attention with the use of “volunesia”
as a way of introducing their topic. Their teamwork was excellent
with Anna Robinson, Imogen Roff and main speaker Anna Forbes
working together to produce a polished and professional
performance which informed and entertained in equal measure. The
potentially controversial topic of “Medicinal Marijuana” was handled
effectively and with maturity by Tees team, Fin Hunton, Benji
Wilson and main speaker Bleddyn Davies. Fin, in his role as Chair,
began proceedings in a suitably relaxed manner before Bleddyn
delivered a very well researched speech.
Marwood followed with an intriguingly titled speech “In Ten
Years’ Time”. Ruby Smith, Grace Robinson and main speaker, Emma
Hardy, invited listeners to consider what they might achieve in the
next decade and included thought provoking quotations from famous
people to convey their positive message of using time wisely. York
brought the competition to an end with their speech on “Drugs”.
Thomas Scopes provided a punchy start to proceedings and vote of
thanks Lewis Cargill provided good support to main speaker Will
Ballantyne who combined lighthearted jokes with hard-hitting
scientific information to strong effect.
Head of Sixth Form, Mr Cresswell, spends much of his time
preparing students for the next stage of their education and he
knows the importance of good public speaking skills. We were
delighted that he agreed to share this knowledge and adjudicate the
competition, providing informative and constructive feedback on
each team’s strengths in terms of content and delivery. His final
decision: Bowes were first, Marwood came second and Longfield
were third – a clean sweep for the Girls’ Houses.
Many thanks to Mr Cresswell and also to our efficient
timekeeper Abbie Salkeld as well as House staff for helping to
prepare the teams. The event proved the school has some very
talented speakers and we look forward to seeing them in future years
in the Senior competition.
DLME

opportunities to take the lead, hitting just about everything from the post, goalkeeper and
corner flag but never managing to hit the back of the net.
I would like to say a massive thank you to Jasmine and Lauren; without their drive and
determination to rally the girls we would have really struggled.

1st XI

CJG

Team from: D Oliver (C), M Forsyth (VC), C Laverick, A Morrill, A Everall, S Graystone,
J Harrison, L Schaible, M Luz,Theresa Butze, C Harrison, L Dickinson, J Powell, S Schnurr,
H Booth, G Rhodes, J Osbourne, Emma Gedye , E Forsyth,T Cockerill, L Helyer
P
21

W
11

D
2

L
8

GF
32

Craighouse
Yarm School
St Peters
Ashville College
Durham School
Durham School (U18 County Cup)
Pocklington
Austin Friars
St Peters (U18 North Semi)
Yarm (U18 North Semi)
RGS (U18 North Semi)
Scarborough College (U18 North Semi)
QEGS
Giggleswick
Merchant Taylors (U18 North Final)
Pocklington (U18 North Final)
Liverpool College (U18 North Final)
Austin Friars (U18 North Final)
Scarborough College (U18 North Final)
Ampleforth College
RGS

GA
35
L
L
L
W
D
W
W
L
W
W
D
L
W
L
W
W
W
W
W
L
L

U15/14B
Team from: A. Robinson (C), L. Bannatyne, E. Burton, K. Charlton, C. Cargill, N. Colley,
N. Devgan, L. Hewitt, A. Jenkins, E. Maude, A. Milne, G. Robinson, M. Rokk, M. SpenceWoolich, R.Todd.

GD
-3
0-9
4-1
1-7
1-0
0-0
2-0
1-2
2-3
0-1
0-2
0-0
2-0
7-1
3-2
1-2
0-1
0-5
0-2
0-1
1-7
0-1

As ever the senior girls’ season started before the holidays had finished with Pre-season
followed by our annual Trip to Rugby School for their Tournament.This is a very hard
pre-season tournament, but well worth the trip as it gives the squad time to bond as well
as helping to focus the player’s mind.
The term started with the visit of a touring team from Craighouse and a tough 9-0
loss against very strong opposition.There was no respite for the girls as that weekend they
travelled to Yarm followed by a midweek trip to St Peter’s, which resulted in two more
losses.The girls, although disappointed with their start to the term, were determined to
turn things around and worked extremely hard in training following the family weekend.
The girls’ hard work paid off with some good victories against Ashville and Pocklington.
The Pocklington game typified the strength and determination in this group of girls as they
came back from 1-0 at half time to eventually win 2-1.The girls also beat local rivals
Durham School 2-0 in the U18 County Championship Final and as champions qualified for
the North Semi Finals.The North Semi-finals were held after half term at Leeds University
over a full day of competition.The girls carried on their improvement in performance
winning two and drawing one of their games before finally losing to Scarborough College in
the final. As runners up they still qualified for the North Final which took place a few weeks
later, once again at Leeds University.The girls played their best hockey at the North Final
playing against schools from the whole of the North of England.This was the moment of
the term for me and I was so proud to watch them support each other and come
together as a team.The girls won every game at the North Finals beating Pocklington in a
tense final with a late winner from Georgie Rhodes. Georgie scored with a powerful run
down the right before cutting in as she entered the circle to smash the ball inside the near
post.The celebrations at the end of that game when the girls realised they were Northern
Champions will stay with me and I will be forever thankful to the girls.
I have loved watching the journey these girls have been on since touring with the
departing U6th girls in South Africa two years ago.You girls have given me some wonderful
memories and I thank you for everything you have done to help school hockey during your
time here.
CJG

3rd XI
Team from: J Hooper (C), L Wilson (VC), M Beadle, H Eichhorn, A Oastes, E Rowlandson,
G Walton, N Jacob, R Nichols, G Harrison, , E Dalton, C Pearson, A Watson, H Frankland,
M Saunders, M Taylor, M Hubrig, N Colley, G Walton,T Vickers, O Fraser, A Hardy, A Parker.
P
6

W
1

Windermere 1st Team
Yarm
Ashville
Windermere 1st Team
Pocklington
Giggleswick
Ampleforth College

D
0

L
5

GF
9

GA
21
L
C
W
L
L
L
L

GD
-12
1-5
5-1
1-2
0-2
1-5
1-5

The 3rd team this year was a very inexperienced side, and as such this was always going to
be a tough season for them. Despite the results the girls never gave up and worked
extremely hard in training sessions.The pick of the games has to be the great win against
Ashville and the performances against Windermere and Pocklington where despite the
results the girls played some of their best hockey. In the game against Windermere, the girls
were particularly unlucky after dominating long periods of the game.They missed many

P
3

W
0

D
0

L
3

GF
0

GA
6

GD
-6

The season began with a tough game away against Windermere.The opposition were
controlled and clinical in attack and it soon became apparent that they were a well-drilled
outfit, netting four goals in the first half. Our defence certainly had their work cut out but
they never took their foot off the gas. After some advice during the half-time talk, the team
came out with greater speed and determination and stopped the opposition from scoring
to draw the second half.
Our next challenge came against Ampleforth in wet conditions. We battled well using
the wide channels in attack but ultimately lacked strength and flare in front of goal.The
most exciting match by far was against Pocklington. It was a close contest, with both teams
having good goal scoring opportunities.The Barney girls dug deep and worked tirelessly
until the final whistle but were extremely unlucky to concede in the last minute of the
game.
Despite the scores, improvements have been made throughout the season and the
team has always set a good example both on and off the pitch. I would like to thank Anna
Robinson, who captained the team superbly with huge enthusiasm.
TCB

U14
I think the team will agree that this was a successful season; not only were they County
Champions, they also improved dramatically in training. I am certain that they will
remember the 10 minute EMOM at the start of training with fondness; at the very least,
they will admit that it played a part in the team becoming one of the fittest and most
physical teams on the circuit.The defence played a big part in the team’s success and this
was largely due to the outstanding Ruby Smith in goal. She made some magnificent saves
throughout the season and was a constant thorn in the opposition’s side. She was ably
supported by Lois Falshaw, Neve Crisp, Emma Hardy and Evie Hole-Todd in defence. Lois’
and Emma’s positive energy and consistent improvement throughout the season was
matched by Neve’s skill on the ball.They will continue to be integral parts of the team in
the coming years; Neve Crisp has a particularly bright future as a hockey player. Evie
Hole-Todd started the season with a number of Player of Match performances and went
from strength to strength. Her athleticism is a wonderful advantage and played a key part in
her success; she was able to dominate her opponents and became stronger mentally
throughout the season.
The midfield was controlled by Sophia Baker, Imogen Roff and Maddy Tyrell-Edwards.
Maddy had a knack of turning up at the right place at the right time and was able to snuff
out many of the opposition’s attacking options.This was complemented well by Imogen,
whose positional sense continued to improve throughout the season. Sophia has an
abundance of skill on the ball and became an even more potent player when she
channelled her aggression from the start of the match. She had Jessica Dixon and Camilla
Royle playing the wide midfield roles, who both had a tremendous amount of running in
their legs and were willing to expend all their energy for the team. Eve Pepper played a
central attacking role (a very different position to her where she plays representatively) and
excelled as the team’s key play-maker. Her ability to eliminate defenders created many of
the team’s goal-scoring opportunities and she often found herself arriving in the D with a
shooting chance.The team scored a total of 24 goals in the season and Eve’s contribution
was integral to this.The beneficiaries of Eve’s shooting were Mia Gray and Lucy Hodgson,
who were constantly well-positioned on the post for deflections or off the goalkeeper’s
pads for rebounds; they enjoyed celebrating a number of goals.
The highlight of the season for me as a coach was the controlled aggression shown by
the team to win a tight match away again Ashville in Harrogate.The scores were level until
the final quarter where the team really came together and showed great resilience to pull
away at the end of the match. I would also like to thank the parents who were keen
supporters of the team throughout the season.
DJC

U13 VII
Team from: A Willey, M Squires, D Wilson, L Burgess, P Barlow, K Riddell, M Peart, E Jones,
A Dry, S Sinclair, A McGregor-Towers
P
11

W
11

D
0

L
0

GF
96

GA
11

GD
85

What a brilliant season for this very enthusiastic group of girls. Each individual girl brought
their own set of skills to this team and, when combined together, they were unstoppable.
They all worked very hard in training and their commitment to matches was commendable
– all in all, it was a thoroughly enjoyable season. Particular congratulations to Poppy Barlow,
sports person of the season, Katie Riddell and Ellie Jones for their significant contributions,
and Adele Dry and Laura Burgess who made the most improvements in the term.
The season was a pretty straightforward one for this team, with wins in all friendly
games. Almost every game saw multiple goals from Poppy and several hat-tricks from
Scarlet, whose ability to drive in to the post and score was very impressive. Our toughest
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match was in the latter part of the season, against St Olave’s. It was the first time that the
girls had been nervous going in to a game, talking prior to it about some of the opposition
players that they had knowledge of. However, after a little bit of sports psychology, the girls
were psyched up and ready to win, which they did, by one goal. This was a really good test
for them, and showed what tremendous team spirit they have.
Other than these friendly games, the girls played well in the Durham County cup to
get through to the North semi-final, and performed very well again to get to the North
final. The latter competition was one in which the girls played exceptionally well,
considering that they had played very little hockey in the run up to it. We managed to win
our pool, with games against AKS, Manchester High and St Olave’s, meaning we went on to
play Queens Chester to get in to the final. Sadly, we lost this game and went in to the
3rd/4th playoff against RGS. This was one of our best games, which went end to end, but
RGS managed to score in the last 10 seconds of the game to beat us 3-2.
I have thoroughly enjoyed coaching this group of girls and I have been very impressed
with their commitment to hockey. I hope that they continue to work hard to improve their
skills, and look forward to seeing the progress they will make in the 11 a-side game.
LJB

U13B
Team from: A Bloomfield, H Brown, A Dry, E Jones, A Mcgregor-Towers, E Minikin,
O Preston, K Steel, H Stirling, Z Walker, I Hawkins, E Proud, C Rowbottom, Maisy Squires
P
9

W
7

D
1

L
1

GF
35

GA
13
W
L
W
W
W
W
C
W
W
D

Mowden Hall
Queen Margarets
Yarm
Queen Marys School
Pocklington
Windermere
Cundall Manor
St Olaves
Ampleforth
RGS

GD
22
4-2
1-2
2-1
2-0
7-1
7-0
3-1
5-4
1-1

The results for the girls have been very good this year with some big wins against Mowden
Hall, Pocklington and Windermere.The girls also backed this up with close hard-fought
victories against Yarm, Queen Marys, St Olave’s and Ampleforth.The victory over Yarm was
particularly pleasing as it was a big turnaround from the 3-0 loss the year before and proof
of how these girls have developed.
Their only loss came at the hands of Queen Margaret’s very early in the term but the
girls never looked back from this point, going from strength to strength with performances
and results.
Next year will be a tough one for them moving from 7- to 11-a-side.These girls have
worked extremely hard this year to improve their hockey and I believe that will stand them
in good stead for next year.
I have very much enjoyed working with this group of girls and have always found them
a pleasure to coach.They have always turned up with a smile on their face and a willingness
to learn.
CJG

U12B
Team from; I. Brown, S. Davidson, M. Finnigan,T. Hilsdon, C. Johnson, M. Johnson, L. Natrass,
J. Shay, K. Sludds, M. Wallace, H. Whitburn
P
7

W
1

D
0

L
6

GF
4

GA
17

GD
-13

With a large number of Year 7s who were relatively new to hockey, it was a steep but
enjoyable learning curve. Improvements were made week-by-week through hard work and
determination.The team developed confidence with their stick skills and soon grasped the
principles of attack and defence.
Goal scoring proved problematic early in the season as any shots were often hit
straight to the goal keeper. Once we learnt to exploit the gaps and began to use disguise,
greater success was achieved.
Whilst the scores did not always go in our favour, the squad, to their credit, remained
positive and I was over the moon that they completed the season with a strong
performance against RGS Newcastle.The celebrations were impressive and I hope that
they will take confidence into next season.
It has been a delight to work with the pupils this year and I will continue to watch their
progress with interest. The ‘Significant Contribution’ award went to Lucy Natrass and ‘Most
Improved Player’ award went to Molly Finnigan.
TCB

Rugby
1st XV
Captain M. Pepper.Team from: A. Coward, J. Edwards, C. Ellis, R. Fox, E. Hall, R. Hardy, F.
Hewitson, N. Ingram, E. Lockwood, F. Lockwood, R. Makepeace, C. Metcalfe, J. Newell,T.
Newton, L. Peacock, G. Pepper, C. Poppitt, B. Powell, C. Robinson, G. Sanderson, G. Southall,
S. Steer-Richards, A.Thompson, C.Townson, F. Usher,T.Valdivia Araya, L. Wells.
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Rugby 1st XV

U13A XI
P
13

W
8

Dame Allan’s
Craighouse (Chile)
Hymers
Woodhouse Grove
Pocklington
RGS Lancaster
Ampleforth
QEGS Wakefield
St. Peters
Durham
RGS
NatWest Cup:
Yarm
RGS

D
0

L
5

F
376

A
260

Tries
60

Cons
38

Pens
0

DG
0

W
L
W
L
W
W
W
W
L
W
L

48-5
14-54
26-22
12-36
48-10
14-10
74-28
22-12
14-19
17-7
12-19

W
L

69-0
0-38

Representative Honours:
U18 Durham County:		
R. Hardy, E. Hall, R. Makepeace, J. Newell, L. Peacock
U17 Durham County:		
M. Osborne, J. Newell, L. Peacock, S. Steer-Richards,
			G. Southall
U16 Durham County:		J. Gibbons, J. Newnam, J. Duarte, G. Pepper, O. Schaible,
M. Osborne, A.Thompson, J. Seymour, O. Jacques
Newcastle Falcons U18 Academy: E. Hall, F. Lockwood, L. Peacock, M. Pepper
Newcastle Falcons U16 Academy: G. Pepper, A.Thompson, J. Seymour
England U19:		
F. Lockwood
When this group of players reflect on their performances this season they should feel
proud of their achievements.Their commitment was relentless on match days and they
certainly played for the badge on their shirts. No greater examples of this was evident in
the victory against Durham School and in the last match of the season at RGS when every
player gave everything in a narrow defeat. The ‘stardust’ players of the team were Max
Pepper and Freddie Lockwood who led from the front; Max has played 37 consecutive 1st
XV matches and Freddie was richly rewarded of his ability and efforts with an England U19
cap against Wales in April. Both players will be truly missed next season. Both scored last
minute, match-winning, tries against Hymers and RGS Lancaster respectively showing not
only their rugby ability but also their determined attitude and pride in playing for Barney.
The efforts and commitment of Toby Newton did not go unnoticed either. Playing
most of the season out of position probably,Toby epitomised the ‘never die attitude’; he was
duly awarded the Tim Foster Trophy (the players’ player of the year). Other significant
contributions came from Ethan Hall, Caleb Ellis and Fergus Hewitson. Injuries to Louis
Peacock and Callum Robinson prevented them from having more of an impact, which was
a shame. Playing in their first season in the 1st XV Finn Usher and Ralph Makepeace were
impressive, and often created scoring opportunities for the rest of the team. In the pack
James Newell, Sam Steer-Richards and Archie Coward offered some ‘go forward’. Charles
Metcalfe was like a duracell battery; he never seemed to run out of energy, and Charlie
Townson added some real grit and tenacity in midfield. Rufus Fox and Callum Poppitt were
new to Barney in September and they showed that they could play significant roles in their
second year with us. The same could be said for Archie Thompson over the next two
years, who displayed real speed and athleticism despite being a Year 11 pupil; he will be a
real asset to the 1st XV. It was also good news to see Guy Pepper making several
significant appearances towards the end of the season after 15 months out of rugby.
There were four 7s tournaments this season for the senior VII. The first was at
Hymers College, which saw the squad dominate the competition and win comfortably;
they were only tested by the hosts in the final. Good form and high standards continued at
the Marches 7s, at Hereford. Winning the group against Malvern, Beechen Cliff and
Monmouth saw them progress to the main competition as group winners. Tough matches
against Hartbury College and Cheltenham College halted their progress, but once again,
they finished the day with great credit. The Mount St. Mary’s 7s saw a very different
approach from the Barney squad and disappointing performances in all four matches led to
the team not progressing in the competition. The National Schools Tournament, Rosslyn
Park, is on most ambitious rugby players’ bucket list. Playing in the Cup competition meant
every match would be a real test for the players. Barney competed admirably with some
of the best teams in the country. We managed only one win out of four games but every
match was a close affair and the quality of the rugby was a pleasure to watch.
The last rugby experience of the season was Sedbergh 10s. This now annual
competition once again proved to be as high quality and exciting as it normally is. The
Barney team competed very well and produced some fantastic performances on day 1,
beating Millfield and Brighton College to top their group. Day 2 saw them pitched against
formidable opposition but a victory in the first match against Kings’ Macclesfield set them
on the way. Unfortunately, the next match against a very physical Kirkham GS saw them fall
short, just. After being 19-0 down at half time to get back on level terms by mid-way
through the second, things looked encouraging; only to fall away towards the end and lose
by two tries. In the last match against RGS High Wycombe there was nothing left in the
tank, and unfortunately we were well beaten. The players were a credit to BCS; every one
of the squad should be proud of their performances, on and off the field, over the two days.
Congratulations should go to all the boys that played any form of representative rugby;
on top of their school and academic commitments it shows great dedication and sacrifice.The
continued work Mr Woodward has done this term on the fitness and general conditioning of
the players was exceptional. His work on technical aspects in the gym added to his running/
speed sessions has benefited all those that took advantage of his expertise.
MTP

2nd XV
Captain:Tomas Valdivia Araya.Team from: G Southall, C Jones, S Steer-Richards, A Coward,
D Williamson, L Blackburn, C Poppitt, R Langton, N Ingram, F Usher, E Rhodes, H Johnstone,

Rugby 2nd XV

Rugby U16 XV

L Wells, J Edwards, J Fawcett, O Rouse, O Greaves, B Powell, C Richards, J McNickle,
E Lockwood, J Newnam, J Gibbons,T Hamilton, C Perks, E Reynard, L Jerrom, G Pepper,
A Hunt, C Maguire
P
7

W
4

D
0

L
3

F
155

A
96

Tries
27

Hymers
Woodhouse Grove
Pocklington
Lancaster RGS
Ampleforth
St Peter’s, York
QEGS, Penrith
Durham School
RGS, Newcastle

Cons
10

Pens
0

W
L
W
L
W
L
W
C
C

DG
0
58-0
17-28
22-0
12-22
24-10
5-29
17-7

DSG

U16 XV
Team from: J. Duarte, G. Pepper, E. Reynard, J. Newnam, S. Wilson, J. Seymour, J. McNickle,
M. Osborne,T. Hamilton, G. Michie, O. Schaible, H. Jones, G. Sanderson, A. Davison,
E. Lockwood, J. Gibbons, O. Jacques, C. Pinkney, R. Harris
W
8

D
-

L
1

F
-

A
-

Tries
-

Cons
-

SAH

U15 XV
Team: B Thompson, Z Gilbert, J Hawkins, J Cahill, S Metcalfe, W Gibbons (Capt), J Franks,
T Stansfield, W Beanland,T Coward, C Ainsley, D Hughes, J Metcalfe,T Ross, O Usher,
L Gomez Moran, J Turnbull, E Hilsdon, L Patrick, S Patterson, M Falkingham, A Thomas,
B Mountfield, E Greetham, J Berni Verges, M Berni Verges, M De Olano Vacarisas, H Rickard,
J Oliver, R Forster, F Bulman, J Wells
P
14

This was a pretty good season, with more ticks in the win column than the loss. We started
out with a cracking win against a weak Hymers team in the sunshine in Hull: Benji Powell,
Archie Coward, Finn Usher, Reggie Langton and (new boy) Callum Poppitt all went over in
the first half, with Nick Ingram and Carl Jones both bagging a couple of tries in the second
half. Finn Usher added to his first half try with another excellent effort and we were well
past 50 points when the referee brought the game to an early conclusion. Both the good
weather, and our excellent form, continued into the first half of our next game, against
Woodhouse Grove. Jacob Edwards was in sparkling form, using his exceptional speed for a
hat-trick and we were 17 points up at half time. Unfortunately, we rather took our foot off
the gas in the second half and our opponents made much better use of the wind, keeping
us pegged in our own 22 for much of the rest of the game. It did get a bit physical, too, and
Woodhouse were fortunate to end the game with 15 players; unfortunately, for us, they
also scored four converted tries to snatch victory from our grasp.
Next up were Pocklington, who were stronger than expected. Nonetheless, tries from
Dom Williamson, Nick Ingram, Ed Lockwood and Jonny McNickle secured the win and it
was pleasing to see our defence work so hard to keep a clean sheet. Only a nasty injury to
Leon Blackburn spoiled an otherwise very enjoyable afternoon.The same could not be said
of our visit to RGS Lancaster: in appalling weather, and on a very poor playing surface, both
sides struggled to play any proper rugby and, in spite of Archie Coward’s early score and
Nick Ingram’s fantastic solo effort in the second half, we conceded a soft penalty and an
interception try in the final few minutes which swung the balance towards our opponents.
Another nasty injury, this time to Chris Richards, just about put the tin lid on the day!
Needing a win, our next game was against Ampleforth. In a close first half, tries from Sam
Steer-Richards and Nick Ingram, along with a conversion from Owen Greaves, meant that we
just about had our noses in front at half time. Against a bigger and, at times, more physical side,
we were especially impressive at the break-down and it was great to see Guy Pepper
returning to excellent form after a year away from playing rugby owing to injury, as well as
Louis Jerrom and Connor Maguire making their 2nd XV debuts. We made the game safe in
the second half with a typically robust score from Nick and an audacious interception from
Sam – five metres out and he was under the posts for his second try of the game!
Our penultimate game was against St Peter’s,York, who were strong as always. We
started well, with Jacob Newnam making some strong breaks in midfield, but then
conceded two soft tries – one when we completely switched off as St Peter’s took a quick
line-out on the 10-metre line and ran in virtually unopposed. Having conceded a third score
just before half-time, to go 0-19 down, we came out all guns blazing in the second half and
a fine try from Jacob got us back in the game. Unfortunately, we butchered a couple of
golden chances after that and our opponents took advantage of some weak tackling to run
out worthy winners in the end.
Poor playing conditions in the last few weeks of the term ensured that our next match
was also our final match, against QEGS, Penrith. Perhaps we were a little complacent, but
we made heavy weather against a team who really should not have been allowed to get as
close to us as they did. However, a commanding performance from Jonny McNickle at
fly-half meant that we ended the season as we had started – with a win.
With no 3rd XV games, it was a real pleasure to be able to step up and take the 2nds
this year. In all our games, the boys played with enormous energy and enthusiasm, proud to
wear the BCS shirt. My thanks, especially, go to Tomas, our captain, who very much led from
the front and by example (as he always does). Many of those named above will be playing
for the 1st XV next year and I wish them the very best of luck. Looking at the current crop
of U16 players, some of whom played 2nd team rugby this year, the future looks very bright
for our senior squads.

P
9

to the final 16 at the National sevens.
There are talented players across the board with this side and they have laid the
foundations for future success. I wish them all well for the future and will look forward to
seeing them continue to fulfil that immense potential and develop into a fine 1st XV.
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Whilst this squad of players had always had real potential, they had been lacking in the work
ethic and grit required to fulfil their promise.This season was different. A more mature and
focused side grew as the season went on and not only maintained the physicality that had
underpinned past performances, but developed a more shrewd tactical awareness which
helped them to close out close games as the season went on.
Strong wins were registered over good opposition in QEG’s Wakefield, Hymers, RGS
Newcastle and Pocklington, whilst the only blemish of the season was a close loss to
Woodhouse Grove where the boys didn’t play to their potential. By far the performance of
the season was a comprehensive win over a very strong St Peter’s side (who ultimately
went on to win the Rosslyn Park Colt 7’s tournament).  The 7’s season was just as
impressive with the side winning the Cup at the Pocklington tournament and then making it
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The U15 age group is traditionally where the team is beset by lots of injuries.The boys are
developing into young men and, with this, comes an increased ferocity, as the body
becomes conditioned to the increase in the physicality of the game.The resulting injuries
throughout the season led to an ever-increasing squad, with a number of players making the
transition from B Team to A. We were also bolstered by a number of overseas players who,
having never played the game before, took to it with the right attitude and desire.
The U15s have built upon last season to record some very good results against decent
opponents. Impressively, they overturned losses to Woodhouse Grove and Pocklington last
year by beating them 22- 5 and narrowly 12-10, respectively, showing great heart and
determination to overcome the latter, only scoring towards the end of the game; Ainsley
and Stansfield starred in both, with the captain, Gibbons, injured from the opening fixture.
A narrow loss to a new fixture against Lancaster RGS was the perfect tonic to fire up
the team ahead of the National Cup match against Dame Allen’s. Despite beating them at
the start of the year, there were moments where the team had to dig deep, with Hughes
and Oliver providing the outlet.The score finished 31-12 to Barney.
Two wins followed this, against Ampleforth College and Harton, where perhaps some
complacency set in as we lost the next two matches heavily to both QEGS and St Peter’s,
despite being within a score of both opponents at half time.
However, the boys responded brilliantly to beat Durham 41-0 in the next round of the
National Cup, in torrential conditions. What was commendable here was the way that the
team executed the game plan and prevented any scoring.
A hard-fought win over RGS was a good warm up to the final game of the season, the
fourth round National Cup tie at home to Pocklington. A nervy start meant Pocklington took
an early lead, but with a score before half time, we were in contention. An injury to Cahill saw
that the match moved onto another pitch and Barney were in the ascendency, pushing for the
line. Unfortunately, Pocklington took advantage of a weakness in our defence and scored to
take the game out of reach. We scored in the last play to end the game 15-22.
Having taken this group through two years of rugby, I have been impressed at the
growth and the development of the team. I wish them every success for the future and
have no doubt that there will be more success for them at a higher level.
DR

U14 XV
Team: J Bale, O Langstaff, O Harwood, S Green, H Rickard, O Gilliam, J Brookes, B Cooke,
C Armstrong, F Bulman, R Forster, H Girot, M Steadman,T Forster, J Oliver, J Wells,
F Langton, J Charge, J Wilson, E Wilkinson
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The term began with the squad setting goals for the season ahead.Targets came from three key
areas; personal performance and achievement, team results and core values. All individuals set
personal goals, which ranged from representative selection to School ‘A’ team selection.The
squad immediately deprioritized team results and as a collective, the boys decided that if we
could hit our targeted core values we would grow as a squad, enjoy our season and ultimately
get the match results we desired. I am delighted to report here that all individuals achieved
success in terms of personal goals, and that our target core values of positivity and brotherhood
shone through on the field and happily have continued through wider school life.
Seven scheduled fixtures lay before the October break, against some tough opposition
from our traditional fixture list.The squad started strong out of the gates with 22 players
showing Dame Allan’s that our preseason preparations had gone to plan. Seemingly, the
squad got stronger as the weeks went by, with comfortable victories against Hymers,
Woodhouse Grove, Pocklington,Yarm and Lancaster RGS seeing the boys head off for
potato picking week unbeaten.
As the dark nights of November took hold, the squad continued to work hard on the
training paddock in preparation for some stern challenges, the first of which came almost
immediately on our return, against Ampleforth. After going behind against an imposing and
determined side, the Barney boys dug deep and produced some classy rugby to end victors
38-15. Four fixtures remained against our toughest opponents: QEGS Wakefield, St. Peter’s,
Durham and RGS Newcastle, a challenge made even more difficult whilst defending an
unbeaten record.The Wakefield side proved too strong for our resilient efforts and after a
long period of toe-to-toe battle, scored several late tries to beat us convincingly.
Resilience is often a word used to describe the Barnardian, and we needed to
demonstrate ours, as we faced a St. Peter’s team with an impeccable record. I’m happy to
say that the boys fronted up and scored an impressive 19 points; however, late scores again
saw us defeated. Our post-match analysis focused on positivity and how we may address
failings as a team which saw the group bounce back to defeat Durham 26-5.
All in all, a tremendous period of growth for a side with plenty of talent and ambition.
On a personal note, I would like to thank all for their hard work and dedication and faith in
the ‘brotherhood’.
LDM
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KIPSAINA
KENYA
Rugby U15A XV

U13A XV
Team From: J. Alton, E. Baker, J. Burgess, J.Butterill, C. Coulthard, A. Franks, F. Hendrix, M. Hugill,
H. Maude, F. McCartney, A. McGill, F. McGuire, H. Metcalf, D. Newell, E. Proud, D. Richardson,
J. Roberts, H. Ross, J. Ross-Mitchell, W. Shield, C.Thompson, H.Turnbull, S. Waiter-Westgarth,
N. Welford and W. Whitburn
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It was a season of lots of highs and lows for this group of players who showed glimpses of
some absolutely superb rugby at times. At the end of the season they ended up with a
50%-win ratio, winning six from twelve which was affected by the consistency of
performances throughout games.The season started off with a loss to Dame Allan’s which
was a winnable game but silly errors led to easy tries for the opposition whilst we had to
work extremely hard for any score that we gained. We then alternated between wins and
losses each week, with a win against Hymers, a loss to a very strong Woodhouse Grove
outfit and then an absolutely outstanding win against Aysgarth, by far the best and most
consistent performance of the season.The intensity that the team played at and the
collectiveness, support and good decision-making made by the boys in this game was
superb. Unfortunately, they struggled to maintain this level of performance for the full 50
minutes against better opposition in the forthcoming weeks.
After the massive high of beating a strong Aysgarth side, we hit a big speed bump and
lost the next three matches against Pocklington, RGS Lancaster and QEGS.These were all
good outfits, but the games were far closer than the score line suggested and we just let in
too many soft tries. Following on from this the boys knew they had the capability to have a
strong finish to the season. And they proved exactly this, winning four out of the remaining
5 matches with the only loss coming against RGS Newcastle and gaining victories over
Cundall Manor, Harton Technology College, Mowden Hall and St John’s. In these remaining
fixtures, the team worked really hard in defence, with a far more consistent performance
for the whole game; this showed in their performance as they proved that it truly is defence
that wins you matches.
The boys showed great improvement throughout the year and in spells of the season
really showed some outstanding individual and team performances. Going forward they will
have to work on the consistency of their performances and ensuring they always work as a
team.They have proven that the future looks bright for Barney rugby and I am sure that
they will continue to make strides in the right direction to become great first team players.
This is highlighted by the depth of ability that they have as shown by the amount of players
who have played for the A team this year.To have 25 boys represent the A team is an
outstanding achievement and the more that they push and test each other in training, the
better the players they will turn out to be. I am looking forward to continue to track this
team in future years.
CDMM

U12A XV
Team Chosen from: M. Alton, C. Appleyard, M. Collinson, S. Crisp, E. Davis, O. Dickinson,
J. Green, W. Hutchinson, R. Jenkins, H. Maguire, H. Manley, E. Metcalf, A. Morris, J. Peart,
A. Pepper, D. Raper, A. Rickard, F. Ross-Mitchell, W. Shaefer, S.Tarn,T.Tudor-Smith, H. Walder,
F. Wallace
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U12B XV
Team Chosen from: C. Appleyard, S. Baker-Bird, P. Collins,T. Eardley, S. Franks, J. Green,
A. Hashimi, A. Kingsbury, L. Longstaff, H. Maguire, H. Manley, A. Morris, J. Peart, A. Pepper,
F. Ross-Mitchell, S. Sehgal, S.Tarn,T.Tudor-Smith, F. Wallace
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A very busy season of rugby saw every boy in Year 7 play a competitive fixture for either
the A or B Team this year. With a total of 18 fixtures played across the 2 sides, and the
introduction of the RFU regulation stating that young players who are reserves must play
half a game, meant that there was plenty of opportunity for the boys to play. Add to that
the 6 games played during the Tait 10’s competition and the U12s have gained a real insight
into the demands of Senior Rugby. Additionally, they experienced away fixtures at Hymers
and Lancaster, 2 of our longest journeys, though the Lancaster trip was made easier by the
luxury coach we travelled on and the U12s enjoyed sharing their journey with the 1st and
2nd XV, where they could see how the older boys prepared for their fixtures.
Their first season in Senior School is always a steep learning curve for our U12s, with
the boys playing new opponents. Some of these schools have larger pools of players to
choose from and the Barney lads frequently come up against boys who are further down
the physical development road then they are. To their credit, all the players have stuck in
this season and aimed to do their best both in training and matches. Rhys Jenkins was
regularly at the forefront of our creative play, whilst Euan Metcalf ’s physicality and Seth
Crisp’s tenacity ensured teams had to work hard to score against the 12As.
The major tournament for the U12s is the Annual Tait 10’s competition, held over the
course of the day with pool matches in the morning, then a further set of group matches in
the afternoon. The boys acquitted themselves well, trying to play open running rugby in the
morning, but strong opposition saw us lose all our pool games. The afternoon group was
evenly balanced and we drew one match and only lost by 1 try in the other two, a much
better reflection of the boys’ ability.
The U12Bs made a good start to their rugby at Barney, with some outstanding results
mixed in with some very tough fixtures. Particular highlights were a huge victory away at
Pocklington, with Frazer Wallace running in 4 tries before half time, and a hard fought
victory away at Yarm.
The boys made great progress with their ball-handling and direct running, and showed
great determination and resilience – crucially, they all played with smiles on their faces!
There were a number of great individual performances from the boys: Archie Pepper, Sylvan
Tarn and Sam Franks deserve particular credit, but overall they all showed improvement.
Thanks to all the parents, families and friends who supported both teams, home and
away, this season. Your support is appreciated by both staff and the players. Rhys Jenkins
was named Sportsperson of the term; Seth Crisp, Euan Metcalf and Sylvan Tarn were
awarded Significant Contributions; Archie Rickard, Freddie Ross-Mitchell and Joseph Green
were Most Improved.
AW (U12A) & STN (U12B)

Talking Heads Rotary
Interact Debate
Competition
This February, three astute and articulate Sixth Form
debaters took part in the Talking Heads Rotary Interact
Debate Competition in Darlington.
Taking on other Interact members from nearby schools, Amy
Richardson, Amelia Edmunds and Ebbonie Patel performed excellently
and were complimented on their erudite manner. The debate topic,
exploring whether humans should fear the advances in artificial
intelligence, opened up discussions into medical progression,
employment rates, and the impact of social media on mental
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health. The Barnard Castle School team were given credit for thorough
research and preparation, as well as detailed responses to questions
from the audience, judges and opposition. We’d like to congratulate
all who took part as the premise for the competition was to increase
critical thinking skills and improve their ability to form balanced,
informed arguments, both of which were clearly evident on the day.
FEB

In July 2018, 18 students and 3 teachers, Mr Forsyth, Dr Cosstick,
and Mrs Harpin-Lawrence, embarked on a once in a lifetime
3-week expedition to Kipsaina, Kenya. It was like no trip ever
undertaken by Barney students before – we had no idea what to
expect! No matter how much Mr Forsyth tried to prepare us for
what lay ahead, every single day far exceeded our expectations.
There were real highs and lows – and every one of us returned
enlightened, inspired, and empowered. We also had a sense of
appreciation of the things we take for granted as well as the
simpler things in life.
All of the students and teachers were
invited to write a diary entry which
was uploaded daily on Facebook and
the School website (for our worried
parents at home!). An abridged
version of many of the posts are here
to see…
The main reason for us being there
and the main beneficiary of fundraising was
to build and improve the classrooms of the
Kipsaina Primary School. This was an
ongoing project which would be far from
finished by the time we left, but Maurice

Wanjala definitely made us feel part of it
with the addition of the names of students
and teachers and their parents painted onto
the side of the recently finished classrooms
we fundraised for. These classrooms will
halve the class sizes from 60 to 30 in the
most populated classes.
Village life in Kipsaina, where we
stayed in Maurice’s house, was where we
made the most friends, be that school
children, members of Maurice’s family or
people coming to help out. We are all in
touch with many of these still
and have made lifelong friends.
There were many things to get
involved with during our time
in Kipsaina, from tree planting
to health surveys, school
building, teaching, playing
sports and games with the local
children, going to visit the local
courts, ecology programs and
many more. The sports played
were all friendly as it is not a
sports tour but that’s not to say
we weren’t competitive! Their
style of netball was more
similar to what we would call
rugby but that’s not to say we

didn’t get stuck in and came out (mostly)
successful.
After an amazing week where we were
so humbled by our welcoming reception
and the generous Wanjala hospitality it was
time to move on to the next stage of our trip
– the Mara training centre in the Rift Valley
Enonkishu conservancy. This was a big
conservancy which was also inhabited by
the Maasai tribe – whom we spent a day
with in their village learning about their way
of life and their cultures after they
performed a ceremonial welcoming dance
for us. At the training centre we got up in
the early hours of the morning for sunrise
game drives with a few lucky groups
spotting all of ‘the big 5’; rhino, elephant,
leopard, buffalo and lion. The rhinos we
spotted were in special guarded areas of the
conservancy because sadly they are in great
danger of poaching. Other protection of
animal’s work that needed to be done in the
conservancy was of the cattle – from the
lions! We learned how to and helped out the
rangers by building what they called the
bomas; round fences which tightly
surrounded the cows overnight so that no
lion could push it over for the pressure of
the cows on the other side. While we were
there, we of course played some sport
against the local school team, where the
boys won the football.
To fundraise for this trip, we had a few
wacky events such as the danceathon, band
night, games night and many bake sales,
letters sent, and Jackson’s skydive, and the
groups attempt to cycle the distance to
Kenya! Not only did we raise enough money
for the project to go ahead, but also
collected 500 pairs of sunglasses, hundreds
of books, some of school’s old laptops as
well as unused uniform which will be so
useful in the primary schools as well as the
optician set up in the village.
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The quarter of a century friendship
Mr. Forsyth has built with Mr. Wanjala has
helped so many people and all of us are so
grateful for the opportunity it has given us
to help others and the environment, as well
as what it will give others in the upcoming
2020 version of the trip which we wish him
the best of luck with.
Jemimah Osborne, L6th Bowes

Day 2
Today started promptly with a hearty
breakfast and then we were back on
the road. Live chickens, zebras, and
fighting baboons provided the onroad entertainment and a quick photo
stop was snatched in front of the
Equator, of course.

Day 3 – Maddy Forsyth
Today we woke up in the primary
school classrooms where we had slept
the night before. We were up and out
by 6 am because their school starts at
half 6 in the morning (we may not
complain about Saturday school as
much next term!).
We walked up the hill to Maurice’s
house where we had our first bucket washes,
quite an experience! We had a Western
breakfast and then set off to Kitale Town, the
local town. On the way, we stopped at the
Kenyan forestry commission for the area to
hear about their important work in
preserving the forests and reintroducing
indigenous trees to save the local
environment. We will be returning later in
our time here to plant indigenous trees.
When we arrived home we set up the
marque for sleeping in, which was great fun
and settled our stuff down and got ready for
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the night. We had an unreal supper made by
Mama Sharron and just when we were all
excited about the first night under a tent, a
storm hit with torrential rain causing our
tents to become flooded. We all pulled
together in true Barney spirit to sort it out and
worked together to make the tent liveable.
Due to damage, some of us came and slept
inside and buckled down away from the rain.
The repairs will begin tomorrow.

Day 4 – Jemimah Osborne
After a deserved lie in from a late
night working on flood defences, we
got up in high spirits to help clean up
and correct our improvised work on
the tents, we even had time to build a
porch for our shoes!
After some delicious avocado
sandwiches, the majority of us headed down
to Kipsaina Primary school to be introduced
to the students and teachers. This
welcoming included the students singing a
beautiful version of a traditional Kenyan
song followed by our group’s rendition of
Jerusalem, this seemed to entertain them a
lot (Mr. Dearsley would not have been
impressed)! We then exchanged gifts of
footballs and books. After several speeches
we walked to the senior school and had a
similar greeting except outside with funny
speeches and, to our luck, no singing!

Day 9 – Josie Powell
A very early start today (6:00 am) as
many of us chose to adventure across
the wildlife walk at the rarely seen (by
most teenagers) early hours of the
morning. We observed three pairs of
stunning grey crowned crested
cranes; but we unfortunately missed

out on spotting the sitatunga - a rare
swamp antelope that Maurice
protects. We later planted trees in the
river banks near the school.
After hot drinks and lunch, we
gathered to watch Maurice’s story filmed
back in the day (1993), whilst Rob and
Jemimah courageously performed a maths
lesson about ratio to some primary school
students, (it was a triumph! -Mr Forsyth).
Later we were all excited to hear that we
had a Kiswahili lesson, which the locals did find
entertaining due to our attempts to pronounce
words such as “unaitwaje” (what is your name)
and “mmeshindaji” (how are you doing).
The boys are very pleased to announce
that they won their football match against
the local Kipsaina pupils, claiming the reason
they haven’t won before was because they
didn’t understand the support from the side
line, which they do now!

Day 11 – Daisy Oliver
We had an emotional morning,
having to say goodbye to the great
friends we have made during our 10
day stay in the village. We said
goodbye to many of the school
children and adults we have met
along the way, all knowing deep down
that this is not goodbye forever. A
group photo commemorated our time
with the Wanjala family and their
warm hospitality before we packed
into the jeeps, all slightly reluctant
for the 8 hour journey ahead of us.
After setting off many fell asleep
instantly on the jeeps. When we reached
Kericho, our stop for lunch, we were all very
excited with the fact that the restaurant had
WiFi and actual toilets! After gorging on

pasta and other Western luxuries that we
were all craving, we set off for the other half
of our journey with one of the jeeps
stopping once more at what they say were
some questionable looking toilets!
We finally arrived in the Maasai Mara
having travelled along the bumpiest dirt
track ever to get to our destination,
encountering many cows heading to their
safe sleeping areas along the way. I think I
speak for many when I say the highlight of
the day was seeing the elephants, wart hogs,
zebra and impala: such an amazing
experience.
When we reached our safari lodge
everyone was very eager to explore the
facilities. There was evident excitement
when we saw that there are flushing loos
and actual showers: amazing. At first glance
at our rooms some were disheartened by the
fact that we are in tents yet again; after
further inspection, we saw that these tents
are fully glammed up with proper beds,
duvets and bedside tables. All and any
doubts extinguished instantly.
After a lovely evening meal made even
better by the sight of the fireflies we all
settled down for a goodnight sleep.
Everyone was in high spirits, excited to be
spending the last week of the trip here, with
plenty of fun activities installed for us. All
that is missing? The Wanjala hospitality.

Day 12 – Alex Thompson
After a balanced lunch, we set off in the
jeeps to the base of the 900ft hill; with
the jeep roofs up we were able to
see lots of wildlife including impala,
Thompson gazelle, topi, wildebeest and
zebra. Some of the jeeps also saw a wart
hog! Cue Lion King songs being sung!

With the help of armed rangers, the
group made the trek up the mountain,
battling spiky bushes, wild mints, and rocky
paths; however, the 50-minute climb was
worth it for the amazing 360 degree views
from the top over the Mara and beyond to
the Tanzanian Serengeti. Everyone took the
opportunity to take lots of photos, even
spotting an eagle. With dusk drawing in we
made the journey back down the hill where
the jeeps were a welcome site at the bottom.
One of the jeeps had a slight hiccup on the
way back to the lodge with the wheel and
axel coming away from the body of the car.

Day 14 – Alex Thompson
Mid-morning, we set off to the nearby
annual Mara Cricket Festival, some of
us lucky enough to spot a crocodile on
the way. We all enjoyed the relaxation,
making the most of the sunshine.
The Festival is run as a fundraiser for
the local school - which Enonkishu and
Mara Beef have massively supported over
the last few years. It was definitely a culture
shock to see such a large white community
and an eye opener for some of us after our
time in Kipsaina. We also met some
students from the local school who were
very interested in finding out about our
home country. After a lovely curry lunch
and the promise of netball and football
matches tomorrow with the local school, we
made our way back to the camp.

Day 19 – Jess Harrison &
Ruby Hargrove
This morning, eight of us set off on
a game drive at 5:30 am. We saw a
family of elephants up close along

with a pack of hyenas finishing
a wildebeest carcass for their
breakfast.
After our non-wildebeest breakfast,
we set off to the rhino sanctuary. This
sanctuary houses the last two southern
white rhinos, aptly named Kofi Annan and
Queen Elizabeth. They are yet to procreate,
but hopes are on Elizabeth to act as a
surrogate for the two remaining female
northern white rhinos, who are both
infertile. We walked with them for a while
and watched them graze before taking a
group photo and heading away from the
sanctuary.
On leaving the sanctuary, some of the
group embarked upon a different route up
Mount Kilileone in the hope of seeing the
Colobus monkeys. After a 30-minute steep
ascent, we made it to the peak and some
of us were lucky enough to see the
monkeys jumping from tree to tree. The
trip down involved a tricky descent over
rocks and long grass, so we were all
grateful to reach the bottom unscathed
and with no rolling of joints. Some areas
had to be scaled on all fours! We then
made the walk back to the rangers’ camp
to meet with the jeeps; however, we were
all on the lookout for buffalo, which had
been spotted in the area and are known to
not be afraid of hunting down humans.
Once back at the jeeps we made our way
to the hippo lake to enjoy a delicious
packed lunch before heading back to the
training centre.
Before the power went out, we
mustered the energy in the sunset to plant
tree saplings to help with the conservancy’s
aim of a sustainable future.
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CCF BIENNIAL
ADVENTURE TRAINING
On 16th February 2019 five cadets and two staff from BCS CCF
embarked on the CCF’s biennial Adventure Training.
This year the training took place in
Cairngorm National Park in Scotland.
We set off north and had an uneventful
journey; passing the time playing cards
and Nintendo Switch, eating cookies,
mini donuts and counting down the
miles to the next McDonalds.
As we neared our destination, we
had some fun doing some snow spotting;
a game that got easier and easier as we
travelled further North. We arrived at 5pm
and started getting settled into our rooms.
We had use of our own lounge, free Wi-Fi, a
shared kitchen, and private bathrooms. We
unloaded the mountain of food from the
minibus for our 5 days of self-catering,
organised it, labelled it and put it away.
Next, we got fitted for our B2/3 boots; stiff
walking boots with just enough flexibility
for general walking. The thicker uppers
mean that these are slightly warmer so
perfect for winter; they also have a heel
ledge to allow us to fit crampons securely.
The cadets went to unpack and settle in
further whilst Mr Fairwood and Miss
Benbow whipped up lasagne, garlic bread
and salad for dinner. Well-fed and happy, it
was up to the cadets to clean up, and they
decided to work together as a team to wash
up and clear up rather than nominate one
person to do it each meal and leave them
with all the work.
We all retired to our lounge to meet
our Mountain guide “Guy” who would be
leading us on our adventures for the next 3
days and came tonight to help us plan for
the next day. The cadets were told we were
departing at 8:30 so they planned their
morning in reverse; 1 person in each room
would be in charge of waking up, then they
set themselves a target time to be in the
kitchen to make breakfast, another target to
be finished breakfast and have cleaned up
then a target time to finish making their
lunch. They also planned what they would
need to put in their bags for the morning so
they would not be scrabbling around at the
last minute. The cadets decided to watch
Everest to get them in the mood for some
winter adventures.
The team were up and raring to go,
sticking to the deadlines they set themselves
the previous day;, the team met met Guy for
an indoor lesson on crampons, safety
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equipment and to double check our bags.
We drove to the town of Aviemore and then
turned south, heading up into the
mountains and parked at the local ski
resort. From the resort we walked South to
Corre an t-Sneachda where we found plenty
of snow and had some sessions on how to
use our ice axes. We also had a lesson on
how to walk on the snow; on the flat, how to
ascend and how to descend. To go uphill we
had to zig zag across the mountain to make
progress easier and we were told to step in
each other’s footprints to make better
progress. When walking across a steep face
we could use stiff boots or axes to cut foot
holds into the snow. To descend we could
zig zag or use our heels to dig into the soft
snow and walk directly downward “heeling”.
We also covered what to do if we fell over on
steep ground which was to drive our Ice
Axes into the hillside and hang on to them.
Lastly, we looked at how to control
ourselves and stop if we slid down a snowy
slope; using our ice axes to do an ‘ice axe
arrest’.
The wind was starting to get very
strong by midday, gusting at 60-70 mph
which caused a few of the team, including
Miss Benbow, to get blown off our feet. We
decided to head to the North East side of
the corrie to get some shelter. When we
arrived, it was sheltered but still a bit windy
and it started to rain so we were shown how
to dig ‘snow holes’ that we could shelter in
and eat our lunch. Digging the shelters was
fun but very hard work and gloves were
soon drenched and fingers cold. After lunch
we headed to the South end of the Corrie to
a large patch of ice where we practised
putting on our crampons (a tough task with
gloves on) and had a potter about on the ice.
The wind was getting even stronger by now
and the rain was coming at us horizontally;

with most of the group on their 3rd pair of
gloves we decided to call it a day and head
for home.
The Drying Room at the
accommodation was a busy place in the
evening. We began drying all of our stuff
and met for hot chocolate and flapjack at
4pm to debrief our day and plan our
evening. There was unanimous agreement
that each cadet wished they’d taken more
food and a 3rd pair of gloves so would do so
tomorrow. We had free time until 6.30
which was when it was time for our makeyour-own-pizza night. Mr Fairwood had
made the dough so the cadets just had to
roll it out and add the toppings. We took
over almost the entire (shared) hostel
kitchen and got cracking. Each cadet put
their own personal spin on their pizza;
James couldn’t decide on a topping so did a
half-and-half, Elizabeth created her own
‘stuffed crust’, Ed made an ‘everything’
pizza nicknamed ‘the bolognaise bad boy’ by
Mr Fairwood, Catherine went for the super
thin base and Max opted for a deep pan
approach. Tonight, the movies were ‘The
Martian’ and ‘Spiderman’.
On day 3 everyone got up on time
again, Ed even decided to make a cooked
breakfast of scrambled eggs and chorizo
which had some of the other hostel guests
looking envious. All cadets packed ‘double
lunches’, most opting for a whole loaf of
Soreen which forced Miss Benbow to create a
secret stash of her favourite variety (banana).
On looking at the weather forecast with Guy
it was apparent that conditions would be
much worse than yesterday, so we were given
a few options. The cadets decided on the
more challenging option which was to travel
45 minutes to the Glen Feshie valley,
navigate along the River Feshie 6km to a
Bothy called Ruigh Aiteachain.
We walked to the recently
refurbished bothy by midday. It was a very
clean and modern bothy with 2 living areas
with wood burning stoves, an upstairs
sleeping area, a good toilet and tables and
chairs. We met a nice man with his dog
there. The cadets lit one of the log burning
stoves and spent a couple of hours trying to
make some soup but they decided we liked
the door of the stove open to warm
themselves up rather than heat the water so
soup was abandoned. We waited out the
weather and played some games then
headed back. They did a lot of map and
compass work and got really good at

snow all the time once we got past 800m
which was great fun and challenging. From
there we turned North East to Cnap Corie
na Spreidhe which was a sheltered bowl
where lots of snow had accumulated.

navigating. There were also a couple of
river/stream crossings that meant the
cadets had to work together. Mr Fairwood’s
playlist in the minibus meant a lot of
singing and revelry on the journey back.
Mr Fairwood whipped up bangers & mash
for dinner then we went to the cinema to
watch Alita: Battle Angel, which received
mixed reviews from critics and cadets.
On day 4 the cadets were getting a
little tired but Ed still got up early and this
time he made breakfast for all the cadets
(pancakes) which went down very well but
did make us a little late. Double lunches and
triple gloves were packed. Guy had given us
homework to check the weather, snow
conditions, avalanche warnings and
weather warnings. All the research
suggested this would be the best (weather)
day of our trip. We drove to the ski resort
again but this time headed east, walking up
hundreds of stone steps to reach the top of
Ptarmigan mountain. We were walking on

Someone had dug a group
snow hole, so we got into
it and ate our lunch, a really
cool experience.
After lunch we practised some more
Ice axe arrests from different positions;
sitting, head-first on our fronts and backs
and feet-first on our fronts and backs,
which was great fun. Next, we set off to
climb the 200 remaining metres of
Cairngorm (1245m). Visibility was cut
dramatically as we went into the clouds so
the cadets had to rely on the navigations
skills they picked up the day before. We
summitted Cairngorm at 14:07, took some
photos and polished off the last of the
Soreen to celebrate. We took a different
route back to the bus; the whole group
were in fine spirits all the way home.
We said goodbye to Guy and handed our
equipment back in. That evening we
headed out to an all-you-can eat Italian

restaurant. Ed led the charge but his tactic
of having a slice of chocolate cake inbetween courses did not catch on. We
retired to the accommodation very full,
singing and ready to pack our bags.
Ed got up at 6am to make pancakes
for the whole group. We loaded the van and
headed South in good spirits. Many burgers,
1 fuel stop and 300 miles later we got back to
school, put away the equipment and headed
off to enjoy the rest of half-term. Thanks
must go to Captain Garvey for helping gather
the CCF gear we needed and for getting us
permission from the MOD to run the trip,
Major Connor for supporting the expedition,
the RFCA and the Ulysses Trust for giving us
grants towards the expedition and to Mr
Fairwood and Miss Benbow for giving up
their time to take the cadets. Ed Hilsdon was
selected to receive the Hall Shield for ‘Best
Cadet on Adventure Training’.
HWF
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SEUSSICAL
THE MUSICAL

Seussical is a show that I have longed to do for years, having first seen it when I was younger than
many of the cast.
It is a bright, colourful, over-the-top tale wherein many of
Dr Seuss’ most famous stories overlap – while Horton the
Elephant hears the town of Whoville, featuring the Grinch
and the army camp of General Schmitz, Mayzee La Bird
shows Gertrude how to grow an impressive, but
impractical, tale and the Circus McGurkis rolls into town.
All of this is narrated and controlled by The Cat in the Hat
and a boy, who becomes JoJo, from Whoville, after he is
pushed into one of their stories.
As with the Michaelmas show, it was decided that this one too
would be a whole-School performance, and across 4 nights, 69 students
performed onstage, with a further 30 involved in some form of
backstage role, from tech crew to makeup. This means that, for
Seussical, we had more than a quarter of the School’s population
involved in extracurricular drama in one week – which is no mean feat!
I was assisted in choreography by OB Lottie Newnam, as well
as students Kira Meikle and Josie Powell, and was delighted to
welcome back Alan Owens as Musical Director, which removed some
(though not all) of the stress of vocal rehearsals from me! Matthew
Shovlin also assisted with vocal rehearsals, working in smaller
groups on harmonies. Again, Esmee Ullyart assisted with direction,
particularly working on vocal character work with Jamie Fawcett, as
Horton. Costumes were assisted with by Lucie Nicholson, while the
art department – and, during World Book Week, all of Y7-9 –
assisted in the making of props.
The cast was led by Charlie Appleyard as JoJo who, as a Y7,
holds great promise for the future – his vocal work was sublime, and
he was a true professional! He and Joe Johnston, as The Cat,
narrated the tale as it unfolded, taking on roles within the story as
they came up. The Jungle of Nool was populated by Jamie Fawcett
as Horton, and Kira Meikle as the sweet, doting Gertrude McFuzz –
she of the One Feathered Tail. Providing advice to her was the
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self-centred Mayzie LaBird, played by Esia Forsyth, and her 8 Bird
Girls, Georgie Rhodes, Verity Fullerton-Smith, Josie Powell, Emily
Kelly, Grace Harrison, Grace Robinson, Steph Schnurr and Amy
Morrill, who provided sumptuous backing vocals and dancing
throughout. Elsewhere, the Wickershams were played by Rhys
Jenkins, Benji Wilson and Sylvan Tarn, who amazed us all with
superb gymnastic stunts. The Sour Kangaroo – and the Young
Kangaroo in her pouch – were played with sass and attitude by
siblings Mathew and Izzy Kerr. Meanwhile, in the town of Whoville,
Jasmine Hooper played the role of the Mayor, and mother of JoJo,
ably supported by her doting husband, Chris Richards. General
Schmitz was played by Head Boy Tomas Valdivia Araya, and saw
him reprimanding many staff members across the 4 performances,
not least the Headmaster! The Grinch was played by Olivia Fraser,
following a grueling 3-hour makeup session each afternoon.
After a matinee dress rehearsal in front of Prep School, which
marked the culmination of work for World Book Week, which saw
Central Hall dressed as a Seussian wonderland, the show ran for four
sell-out performances. It was a magnificent display of all that makes
Barney special, seeing such friendships grow across gender and age
gaps as the students worked in perfect harmony, supporting and
assisting one another.
I think Seussical the Musical will long remain a firm favourite
of mine, and a show of which I will be forever proud.
Full Colours for Dramatic Excellence were awarded to
Georgie Rhodes, Josie Powell , Esia Forsyth, Grace Harrison, Amy
Morrill and Jamie Fawcett.
Half Colours for Dramatic Excellence went to Olivia Fraser,
Emily Kelly, Verity Fullerton-Smith, Amelia Oates, Steph
Schnurr and Daisy Oliver.
TSE
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LECTERN CLUB 2 ‘TRADITIONS’
The second Lectern Club of
the year was a joyful evening
for everyone involved, which
saw our speakers tackle the
theme of ‘Traditions’.
Following on from a delicious starter,
prepared by our fantastic catering
team, we were treated to a plethora
of great short speeches. It was
interesting to see how different
students tackled the theme of
‘Traditions’. With new speakers
such as Jackson Smith using the
opportunity to discuss the tradition

of Ashura, whereas others like
Amelia Edmunds about the horror
of bullying. Despite great efforts
made by the pair and all the others
speaking, the winner in this section
was Agnes Watson, and our runner
up was Rebecca Nichols, with both
students delivering heartfelt personal
stories of what traditions meant to
them and their families.
After a lovely traditional Steak and
Ale pie, we were treated to a plethora of
great long speeches. Once again there was a
wide range of topics addressed. Martha
Davies spoke of the need for charity and
kind-heartedness during the festive period,
whereas Josie Powell used the opportunity

LECTERN CLUB 3
‘PORTA OCCLUSA ALIA APRETI’
to discuss the Massai Mara traditions. Joint
winners in this section were Verity
Fullerton-Smith, with a powerful speech
about FGM, and first-time speaker Andrea
Torroni who had everyone laughing with his
charming and personal effort.
I would like to thank all those who
attended, the green men and Mr. Morrill
for setting up the evening, the catering team
for providing a lovely three course meal,
and Mrs. Beaty for all her help organising
the evening. This Lectern Club continued
the tradition for many of the sixth form and
staff alike, whilst creating a new tradition
for many others.
Rob Hardy, U6th Tees

There’s a saying that stems from those either outside the Barney
Bubble or those that are new to it: ‘It’s like Hogwarts; the Muggle
Hogwarts.’ I couldn’t agree more with this statement, but it does
seem even truer than usual on Lectern Evenings. They really are
just a little bit magic.
The final Lectern Club of the year was
on the theme ‘Porta Occlusa Alia
Apreti’ or ‘When one door closes,
another door opens.’
With such an open theme, exposed
to the nuances of a google translation, it
promised from the start to be a night full of
imaginative and fascinating speeches. The
speakers did not disappoint; rather, they
excelled. In the course of three hours the
audience was transported from 41 BC Rome
to 19th century France; to modern day
Russia and the future of the medical world.
It was an outstanding collection of 16
speeches which fearlessly explored
everything from the nature of individuality
to the lessons learned through chronic
illness and which eloquently challenged a
range of complex issues including modern
day environmental politics and the harsh
realities of bullying culture. As a member of
the panel, my sincere thanks and
congratulations for the bravery, honesty
and passion of every single speaker, both
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new and returning. You made our job of
selecting winners almost impossible, but we
wouldn’t have had it any other way, finally
deciding on Olivia Fraser and Georgie
Rhodes for short speeches and Verity
Fullerton-Smith and Jamie Fawcett for
long. An extremely close call, and extremely
well done to all four of you.
My thanks also go of course to the
wonderful tech crew and green men who set
up for the whole evening without a
question, and then disappear like pixies
before you can locate them to say thank you.
Further, thank you a million times to Head
Chef Marcus and all the Catering Team,
who prepare such a delicious meal every
single time Lectern comes round. This time,
the churros with chocolate sauce deserve a
special thank you – Delicious! My thanks
also to the wonderful Mrs Beaty, who is a
huge help in making Lectern Club one of the
‘firm favourites of the school calendar.’ The
committee couldn’t have achieved this
without the timely reminders!

Finally, my thanks go to my friends
that make up the rest of this year’s
Lectern Committee: Rob, Esmée, Caleb
and Amy. It’s been a highlight of my year
to work with you, and pull off these
amazing nights together. You are all
uniquely amazing people and orators;
please don’t stop speaking! It’s been a
privilege to be on the committee this year,
and it will be a privilege to hand it over
to the next committee. Whoever they are,
I know we will leave the Lectern in very
safe hands.
The very fact that members of the
Sixth Form are not only confident enough
in their own skin to stand and address an
audience, but are confident enough in the
support of their peers to stand among
them and address deeply personal topics
speaks volumes about the excellence of
the Barney atmosphere. When we are
constantly surrounded by the support
of the school, it is easy to forget just how
much of a rare phenomenon it is. I know
of nowhere else that holding such a
successful public speaking event would
be possible – and that, for me, is what
makes Barney and its Lectern Club truly
magical.
My thanks to everyone, speaker,
guest or helper that made it possible.
Tamara Ullyart, U6th Marwood House
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HOUSE SINGING
The House Singing Competition saw rehearsals
every break, lunch and after school.
All of the amazing and transformational work was entirely
done by the students, with some kind help from
knowledgeable tutors. The range of songs was thrilling; a
particular favourite was Durham Juniors singing ‘I’ve Got
a Brand New Combine Harvester’.
The sheer volume and power from the Unison songs was
simply amazing, and the standard of the part songs from all the
Houses was the best I’ve seen in four years.
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The adjudicator was a local Operatic Diva with an enviable
international career, Penelope Randall-Davis. Penelope, who
enjoyed the evening was knocked out by the standard and
enthusiasm of the singing from all the houses - though seemed a
little cautious about awarding the Boys Houses high marks.
It remains one of the highlights of the year, with Bowes
House winning the Junior prize, and Longfield rightly taking home
the Senior prize.
SPD
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CLASSICS TRIP 2019

Day 1 31.3.19
In the early hours of Sunday morning, 41
sleepy-eyed Barnardians left the comfort of
their beds and met at Barnard Castle, before
waving their goodbyes and commencing the
Classics Trip of 2019.
After a relatively smooth journey
(that is, excluding an incident in which an
Upper Sixth boy brought the passport of his
twelve-year-old sister in place of his own),
we arrived in Italy with bags of excitement
and eagerness (and bags under our eyes!)
Our first stop was the archeological
site Ostia Antica, where we were greeted by
the two amazing tour guides. The tour was
spectacular and a perfect introduction to
the Ancient World.
A drive to our hotel in Rome
followed that, and after a tea in the
restaurant opposite, we all fell soundly
asleep after a long day, and in preparation
for the following day…

Day 2 1.4.19
It was a six o’clock start on Monday
morning, but the lack of sleep was worth
what we were going to see that day. By half
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past eight we were stood in front of the
Colosseum in complete awe. We split into
groups and investigated what the infamous
building could tell us about a Roman’s life
- turns out, an awful lot!
As I stood where the audience would
have, the picture of 50,000 rowdy Romans
being entertained by such a violent show
became extremely vivid, I could see it
clearly, something which is hard to do from
looking at a picture from a textbook.
We then embraced the Italian sun
and ate lunch in the Circus Maximus, before
walking the course the Chariots once took
and listening to some interesting stories and
facts about what is now a park, courtesy of
our personal tour guide Dr. Nichols.
The afternoon consisted of further
sight-seeing in Rome (and a few scoops of
ice cream), and taking the metro to Vatican
City. We sat by a fountain, soaked up some
sun and absorbed the rich culture as well as
the serene atmosphere.

Day 4 3.4.19
By day four the weather had gotten the
better of us. I reluctantly pulled my anorak
out of my backpack for the first time that
week. We started the day off by visiting
Cumae, famous for being the entrance to
the Underworld. After learning all about the
Cumaean Sibyl and her role in Aeneas’
foundation of Rome, we investigated the
cavern system and took some time to
appreciate the unbelievable views.
history is around every corner. Between the
immensely impressive architecture,
prepossessing statues and the tranquility of
the atmosphere, the Pantheon certainly did
not disappoint.
Our next stop could be argued as
being just as monumental - our first pizza of
the trip! The Margarita pizza and ice cream
was quickly devoured and we proceeded to
visit our last stop of the day - the Trevi
Fountain. It was extremely impressive and
the perfect way to end the day.

Day 3 2.4.19

On our return to the centre of Rome,
we made a stop at the Pantheon. It was at
this point I realised what made Rome so
different. This staggering building hid
amongst winding cobbled streets, and

Day three was a refreshingly slower day
compared with the previous day. We packed
up our suitcases and got back on the bus,
ready to embark on our journey to our hotel
in Naples. Before we arrived there, we made
a stop at Hadrian’s Villa. Having been to
Hadrian’s Wall, it was interesting to expand
our knowledge on the Roman Emperor. The
rest of the day was spent eating sweets,
singing obnoxiously (well, that may just
been Grace and I), and playing cards on the
bus to Naples.

specific things than Pompeii did about life
in a Roman city.
The National Archeological Museum
of Naples was our second destination of the
day. We split off into year groups and
explored all that the museum had to offer.
We had free time that evening: for
my tutor group, that included walking for
ice cream and playing cards with everyone
downstairs in the hotel.

Day 5 4.4.19
Today was the day that I had looked
forward to the most, the day we went to
Pompeii! Although the weather remained
miserable, the day proved to be as
interesting as I had hoped it to be. The tour
started with us being shown the plaster-cast

We were then driven to Pozzuoli’s
amphitheatre. This time we were able to go
beneath the amphitheatre and have a real
sense of what it would have been like
‘behind the scenes’. We then drove as far as
we could up Mount Vesuvius and ate
delicious pizza, kindly recommended by our
bus driver. Unfortunately, the weather
proved stubborn and left us unable to
venture any further up the mountain. That
night brought a change of plans: the region
that our hotel was in was completely cut off
from water, so we had to change hotels last
minute. Thanks to the staff, the move felt
seamless to us, and we all enjoyed some free
time that evening- which may have resulted
in the majority of pupils buying ice creams
bigger than their heads!

Day 7 6.4.19
Day 7 was our last day: spirits were low but
I guess they can only get so low when you
have a day of shopping and exploring in
Sorrento ahead of you! Our Year 9 group
had one last pizza together, before spending
the rest of our money on souvenirs and
sweets! For the rest of the day we
reluctantly headed home…
The trip was incredible and I know
everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves
and are grateful for all the effort, care and
hard work put in by all the teachers who
contributed to making the trip what it was.
Emma Hardy, Year 9 Marwood

molds of the bodies; this was extremely
humbling and brought home the severity of
what we were about to see. Pompeii painted
the picture the civilization that once lived
there perfectly, and revealed the true scale
and layout of a Roman city.

Day 6 5.4.19
Herculaneum was our final archeological
sight of the trip; what a finale! Herculaneum
was covered in four times more volcanic
material than Pompeii, therefore it was that
much more preserved. It showed far more
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JUNIOR SKI TRIP
MONTGENEVRE
AND CLAVIERE

A Hodgson’s coach full of enthusiasm and noise squeezed its way
down the drive on the last day of the Easter tem and headed for
the French/Italian border as the destination of the 2019 Junior ski
trip. We had stayed in Claviere before but decided that skiing its
French neighbour would be good for us as we were clearly too
rapid for such a tame Italian location! The benefits of a small
quiet community resort with a hotel right next door to a pizzeria
were obvious to us all.
Each day we hopped on board our
coach and drove, literally, round the
corner to ski in France. Though, in
fairness, we did take Italian Ski
School with us. With spring in the air
and sunshine all around we took to
the snow like panthers, in the main,
and like the Pink Panther for others
on occasion.
Our beginners’ group assembled and
before we could say “will Mr Alderson be
the first liability award winner of the week?”
our first day was over and the yellow jersey
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would be his. It proved a hotly contested
award and each day, before skiing, Mr
Fairwood would announce the ‘runners and
riders’ in our two fun categories. These
being, “Don’t follow me I’m a Liability” and
“King or Queen of the Piste”. The criteria
are simple to understand, be a danger to
yourself or others or, alternatively, be a
picture of poise, serenity, grace and skill
and a nomination is made. Each day the
tiara or vest would be worn and regal
waving accepted by adoring crowds. We
have some great pictures of the group

bowing to a daily royal and, in one case,
Mr.Bishop being knighted with a ski pole.
Within no time at all the beginners
had impressed their instructor and Claviere
Scuola di Sci began to arrive early for
lessons. This is pretty much unheard of but
such was the positivity of the groups the
local ski teachers squeezed more time into
our days.
Our party had a noisy approach to
learning and a daredevil mix of characters
who, at times, literally threw themselves at
every opportunity for a spot of fun. This was
just as well as much fun was to be had both
on and off the slopes.

During the week we found that the
snow park is a fun place to be, whether the
snow is deep and new or well skied and
quick. Either way ‘get out the way, I can’t
slow down’ would have been a useful
expression for the foreign languages dept.
to have added to everyone’s curriculum. We
also found, on an evening’s ‘Bum Boarding’,
that snow is wet and slippery even at night.
Relay races and accidental steering crept
into this activity and only one piste marker
was ‘relocated’, shall we say. Exhausted and
rosy cheeked, all slept well.
As evening entertainments go, Pizza

night was also resounding success; I’m not
certain it is possible to imagine how anyone
could have eaten another morsel, once we
had finished sweeping up the crumbs.
However, ice cream was still too tempting
to avoid so we had it again, having already
been out for a culturally focused and
quirkily guided walk into town and an
‘emergency gelato’ earlier in the week.
By the time we got a major midweek
snowfall, all had made ‘tons’ of progress
towards the righteous ambition of ‘skiing
parallel’. Fortunately, however, new snow is
soft and so the video of Ms Masterman
having a ‘full on garage sale’ wipe-out is less
painful than it looks. I’m not at all certain
this made it to social media but Mr
Fairwood’s twitter feeds did, and still, let us
all enjoy some scenic moments. Speaking of
which, the indoor games night involving a
strength and flexibility trial party game,
giant paper aeroplane making and chocolate
bar facials.
With a tiring week, having only one
day left in it, we summoned up our best

voices and enjoyed am amazing night’s
Karaoke just down the road from our hotel.
Singing, dancing, pushing up the sky and
some really noticeable breakdancing all
entertained us until it was time to leave and
pack. Still unable to hear clearly, we made
our way back and got ready for the last day,
at the end of which we skied all the way
back from France to Italy. Badges collected,
we prepared to count up our change for last
minute chocolate shopping before our long
journey home, during which almost
everyone made firm friends with their
pillow.
We are all really grateful to Mr
Nicholson, Mr Fairwood, Mr (Nurse)
Alderson, Mrs Metcalfe, Ms Masterman and
the Hotel Roma staff for helping us all have
a great time and to the Claviere Scuola di sci
for being with us in all the resorts and being
so helpful.
We’ve had such a lovely time we’ve
decided to do it all again next year. Do come
with us. 2020 here we come...Andiamo!
GB
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SENIOR HOUSE PUBLIC
SPEAKING COMPETITION
The Senior House Public Speaking Competition is always a highly charged affair and this year had
the added edge of contributing to House points.
It was, therefore, no surprise that those involved came
thoroughly prepared and delivered well researched
speeches ranging from the deeply serious to the gently
thought provoking and the deliberately light hearted.
First to the lectern were Longfield. Chair Rebecca Nichols,
main speaker Hannah Booth and vote of thanks, Caitlyn Mitchell
began the competition with a strong team performance, each one
showing confidence and excellent communication skills. Their
speech, “Why I can’t do what they can do”, was a powerful and
confidently delivered presentation on the link between a positive
mindset and a successful outcome.
Next came North with their speech, “Man’s Greatest Enemy”,
which turns out to be - shopping centres. Chair Tomas Valdivia
Araya gave a lively and engaging introduction to Archie Hunt who
delivered a highly entertaining account of the trials faced by men
while their female partners enjoy shopping. Andrea Torroni
completed their team’s performance with a well-managed and
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humorous vote of thanks.
York followed with their team of Chris Richards, who was a
genial Chair, main speaker, Jamie Fawcett and Jake Vernon, an
effective and confident Vote of Thanks. Their speech, “Build A
Family”, was a thought provoking and humorous consideration of
ways in which we all belong to a variety of families, some we choose
and others we are born into. Jamie delivered his speech with
passion and an impressive array of accents.
Marwood’s team required a last minute change due to illness
with Verity Fullerton Smith stepping in as Chair to replace Abbie
Salkeld. Verity introduced the team in a calm, assured manner and
showed excellent management in her handling of questions. Main
speaker, Tamara Ullyart, spoke with commendable intensity and
humour on the topic “Ode to Organisation” - a very entertaining
view of the pitfalls of becoming overly organised. Vote of thanks,
Amy Richardson, spoke clearly and confidently in her summing up
of the team’s performance.

The tone shifted with Dale House’s entry, “The Hard Truth”.
Main speaker, Caleb Ellis, gave a brave and emotionally raw view of male
mental health issues. Although part of a competition, this was a speech
with a much more important and long lasting purpose. Caleb, ably
assisted by Chair Matthew Shovlin and Vote of Thanks, Matthew Forster,
spoke powerfully and with unflinching commitment to the topic.
Bowes’ entry came next with a passionately delivered and
well researched speech entitled “What’s Wrong with Crazy?” Main
speaker, Grace Harrison, spoke with conviction and impressive
confidence on the topic of what it takes for females to succeed in a
world still dominated in some areas by males. Chair Jade Ullyart
introduced Grace with humour and warmth while Jemimah Osborne
was a calm and effective Vote of Thanks.
“The Power of Words” was the title of the next speech, provided
by Durham. Chair Leon Blackburn gave a well-structured and clear
introduction to the team. Main speaker Louis Jerrom followed in a
confident manner to deliver his view on the power of specific taboo
words. The only speaker to step away from the lectern, he used the
space to assert his presence and opinions. Vote of thanks, Will Hunter,
concluded the team’s entry with a strong and clear summing up.
Another view of language was given by the final contenders,

Tees, with their speech “Language on the Brain”. Bagi Ali gave an
excellent clear and concise introduction to main speaker Sam
Carling who delivered a thoroughly researched, lecture style speech
on the intricacies of how different cultures view aspects of language.
Joe Johnston provided the final contribution of the competition with
a confident performance as Vote of Thanks.
Ensuring the competition ran smoothly was time keeper,
Amelia Edmunds, and our thanks go to her for handling proceedings
with impressive precision.
Huge thanks also go to our adjudicator, Mr Simon Marriott,
who is a graduate of Trinity College of Music, London and Fellow of
the RSA. He holds an MA in Education Leadership and having taught
for a number of years and being a Deputy Head, was well experienced
in appreciating the skills needed to hold an audience’s attention.
After thanking the speakers and expressing his admiration
for their passion and excellent communication skills, as well as
offering some constructive advice, he announced this year’s winners:
The Centenary Trophy for the best team went to Marwood, with
Longfield in second place and North in third. The Alan Wilkinson
Cup for best individual speaker was awarded to North’s Archie Hunt.
DLME
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THE 127TH
BARNARD RUN
This year’s Barney Run was much kinder towards the competitors, who enjoyed fine weather
and the support of lots of enthusiastic spectators. Once again, it was great to see Prep School
competing alongside Senior School in what is very much the new tradition.
Daniel Richardson took first place in the Junior Boys’ Alastair McCulloch Cup - in a time of 19.25, well clear of
William Hutchinson and Frazer Wallace. Freddie Langton
won the Blackett Cup, in an impressive time of 18.57, while
Jake Metcalf and Sam Green took second and third places
respectively. The Lloyd Evans Cup saw Dominic
Williamson finishing third, Josh Duarte second – both
trailing the impressive Archie Hunt who was a clear
winner in a time of 24.33.
Poppy Barlow took first place in the Geoffrey Turnbull Cup, in a
winning time of 21.48, followed closely by Adele Dry, with Ellie Jones a
little further behind to finish in third place. Beth Wilson finished a long
way ahead of Evie Hole-Todd and Maisie Squires, to win the Wilford Cup
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in a time of 21.54. In the senior girls’ race, Maddy Forsyth took the
honours to win the Turnbull Shield with a winning time of 22.59, beating
Lillia Schaible and Josie Powell into second and third place respectively.
In the team competitions Bowes House took a clean sweep
across all age groups, so winning the Chatt Cup which goes to the
overall winning House. In the Boys’ houses Dale were able to match
Bowes with a clean sweep of wins, including the Barnard Cup.
Bowes were clear winners of the Butterwick Cup, winning each
age group. The boys’ bash was much closer - with Durham just holding
off their main rivals, Tees. The boys’ competition saw a different winner
in each age group - Durham at Senior level, Dale at Intermediate while
Tees won the Junior event.
CHA
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A LEVEL AND GCSE DRAMA
PRACTICAL PERFORMANCES
Across both Michaelmas and Lent terms, 4 evenings of practical
performances were enjoyed by all who came to see it.
First, not long after the November
play, came the U6th’s deconstruction,
which saw the girls adapt Sondheim’s
“Into the Woods” in a Berkovian
style, with synchronised movements
and robotic SFX, as they told the
untold story of the two Ugly Sisters in
their own words, with the body of
Cinderella suspended over them
throughout.
In early December, the Y11 group
performed their devised piece, an unnerving
piece about sleep experiments and fear,
which saw the room awash with fake blood,
and a very uncomfortable audience.
In the Lent term, we had two visiting
examiners come in, first for the Y11 scripted
pieces, where the girls’ group of Katie
Baxter, Emily Kelly and Amelia Oates
performed a superb series of scenes from
“Girls Like That”, a powerful piece about the
dangers of peer pressure and social media,
involving the leaked image of a girl naked,
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and the ramifications on her life. So
powerful was it, that Mr Pepper asked the
girls to deliver it again after the half term,
as a PSHCEE assembly to all of Y9-11. Joe
Johnston and Will Hunter, meanwhile,
delivered two contrasting scenes as warring
brothers from True West, which was at the
time running in the West End with Kit
Harrington in the lead.
A few weeks later, the U6th girls,
Kira Meikle and Jasmine Hooper, delivered
their scripted piece first, taken from “My
Mother Said I Never Should”, followed by
a beautiful piece of physical theatre, in the
style of companies like Gecko and Frantic
Assembly, about domestic abuse, and the
support networks one can find in other
sufferers.
It has been a fantastic year for
creating exciting original theatre, and those
involved should be very proud of all that
they have accomplished.
TSE
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BIOLOGY COMPETITIONS
2019
Rugby U15 VII

Biology Olympiad
In January over 9400 students from 727
schools took part in this year’s British
Biology Olympiad which is run by the
Royal Society of Biology.
17 Barney students took part in this
challenging online 2 hour examination, which
tests their biological knowledge from the
curriculum and beyond. Our students achieved
excellent results as follows:

U15 VII

U15 VIIs: B Thompson, W Gibbons,T Stansfield, W Beanland (C), J Franks, J Metcalfe,
C Ainsley,T Ross, L Moran, O Usher, J Turnbull, J Hawkins, S Metcalfe, M Falkingham,
E Hilsdon

Junior Spelling Bee
2019
Over a hundred and forty students
demonstrated their excellent literacy skills
in competitive Spelling Bee rounds during
Lent term, culminating in a fantastic Final
with representatives from Years 7, 8 and 9.
The twenty four finalists showed
exceptional knowledge of linguistics, battling it out
to gain spelling perfection, an art arguably
overlooked with predictive spelling in so much of
contemporary communication. With orthographic
professionalism, the students gave a remarkable
performance and with an exceptional knowledge of
word patterns, spelt words such as ‘enjambment’,
‘chatoyant’ and ‘puissance’ with noteworthy
accuracy.
The standard was so high, the podium
places were crowded. Four students gained Bronze
Awards: Hatty from Marwood House, Will and
Hamish from Dale House, and Alex from Tees
House. The Gold Award was also shared; with an
amazingly perfect score, Joseph from Tees and
Abigail from Marwood gave a sensational
demonstration of linguistic flair. Congratulations
to all who competed; the wonderfully intricate
nature of the English language was truly celebrated
and is clearly in safe hands with our young
generation!
FEB
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Rugby

Sam Carling – Gold
Tomas Nicholson – Silver
Tamara Ullyart – Silver
Charlotte Martin – Highly Commended
Bagi Ali – Highly Commended
Lillia Schaible – Highly Commended
Lauren Wilson – Highly Commended
Esia Forsyth – Highly Commended
Maya Taylor – Highly Commended
Callum Poppitt – Commended
Ben Powell – Commended
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Once again, many of the competitions were cancelled due to inclement weather and it
wasn’t until after the half term that the VIIs season got into full flow.The boys had put
together some impressive phases of training and were chomping at the bit to compete.
However, it was not until the County VIIs tournament, held at home, that they were able to
put into practise their previous half term’s training.
Although the boys were rusty they were still too strong for their opponents, topping
the group to face Yarm in the semi-final, with Stansfield and Metcalfe (J), scoring freely. A
much more disciplined display saw Yarm restricted to playing out of their own ’22 and
Barney comfortably saw the game out.The final awaited against Durham Johnson and after
a couple of early scares and the scores close at half time, Barney did enough in the second
half with a notable effort from Gibbons to ensure the County Championship went our way.
The next tournament was the Durham VIIs and Barney were unfortunate to be drawn
in a difficult group.The first match against St Peter’s was a close affair with both sides taking
their opportunities to score. Barney were unlucky to lose to the final play of the game.
Next up were Pocklington and despite being down by 3 scores at half time, Barney scored
in quick succession in the second half to level the scores.They were then again beaten by
the last score of the game. Sedbergh were next up and the boys saved their best rugby
until this game, leading going into the final few minutes. Unfortunately, Sedbergh proved to
be too strong and it was another close loss. With tired legs and spirit broken, they lost the
remaining two games but had learnt a lot about how brutal championship VIIs can be.
The last tournament of the season saw a trip to Percy Park RUFC to play in the
Falcon’s VIIs. With Beanland and Metcalfe (J) both injured, captaincy fell to Gibbons. Barney
were psychologically still on the bus for the first game against Sedbergh and were punished
for some sloppy play. Performances improved with a win against Bradford Grammar School,
a narrow loss to QEGS and a really close match against Dollar Academy which they won
on the last play. Franks impressed throughout with a direct and strong performance.
Unfortunately in the final match after the group stages against Durham, Barney were not
clinical enough and lost that match by a score.
It was a season of education for this group, one which I hope they take into next
season, as the potential amongst the team is great.
DR

U14 VII
P
12

W
10

Canterbury in what we knew would be the toughest rugby we had played to date.True grit,
determination, enthusiasm and great rugby saw the team win 21-10. One final group game
remained against New Hall, a classy outfit who controlled the tempo for the entire first half.
The second half saw more possession for BCS and opportunity to score twice but
unfortunately we were beaten 38-14, seeing us exit the competition.
I can honestly say that I am so very proud of the achievements of the squad, in their
preparation and hard work leading up to Rosslyn Park, and for the performances in London.
They have played with School pride and a huge smile and have shown that they are a
credible threat on a National stage. I would like to also thank those who were not selected
to travel to London; your efforts in helping the 12 prepare and the pressure you put on
their selection have made this one of my favourite seasons to date.
LDM

U13 VII
Squad: J. Alton, J. Burgess, J. Butterill, F. Hendrix, H. Maude, F. McGuire, H. Metcalf, D. Newell,
D. Richardson, C.Thompson, S. Waiter-Westgarth & N. Welford
It was unfortunately another very limited sevens season due to a mixture of the bad
weather like last year but also due to the club tournament window.This meant that the
boys only got to have one tournament to showcase all the effort that they had put into
training during the term, and it wasn’t sevens weather as the day was filled with heavy rain
showers. We had a tough group and the boys learnt a very harsh lesson early on against
Aysgarth when we failed to close out a half time lead and went down losing 20-15, which
would lead to us coming second in our group overall after winning the other two matches
against Ampleforth (25-10) and Ardvreck (25-10).
Coming second put us into a new group in the afternoon against RGS Newcastle,
Birkdale and St Olave’s B who had all also come second in their groups. Unfortunately, in
the first game against RGS Newcastle after exchanging scores for some time, we came off
second best going down (20-25), which meant that we were always relying on another
team’s result to win the plate.The boys stuck to task for the remainder of the day gaining
victories in their remaining two matches over a big Birkdale side (25-20) and St Olave’s B
(20-5). With some great improvements in their defence working on the areas that we had
spoken about after the RGS game. Unfortunately, the results outside of our control didn’t
go our way and we ended up 2nd in the plate. A great insight into how quickly a game of
sevens can turn and also the importance of communicating as a team and positional
awareness.The boys really stuck in on a very cold, wet and muddy day and I’m sure that it
will be in their memories for years to come.
Some great passages of team play throughout the day and this was shown by nine out
of the twelve man squad getting on the team sheet with Jonny B top scoring with 7 tries.
Congratulations to the seasons award winners. Sports Person: Jonny B, Significant
contribution: Seb W-W and Noah W, Most improved: Jacob B and Dan R.
CDMM
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Team: J Wells, O Harwood, S Green, H Rickard, O Gilliam, J Brookes, B Cooke, F Bulman,
H Girot, R Forster, J Oliver,T Forster, C Armstrong, F Langton, J Wilson
A season decimated by poor weather saw the first three tournaments cancelled, first by
snow and latterly by waterlogged pitches. Despite the difficult weather conditions, the
squad continued to prepare as fully as possible for the National School 7’s which became
our focus for the season.The squad spent the early part of the year focusing on individual
skills before coming to look at our team tactics for sevens.The players, now astute in the
intricacies of sevens rugby, have developed excellently, and have shown a real maturity and
understanding of what it requires to be successful in the discipline.
March saw the first opportunity to play competitively in the County Schools’
tournament held at BCS. A mixture of opposition saw an easy route through the group,
winning 4 games and scoring 194 unanswered points. Perhaps this led to complacency as
the team faced an athletic Eaglescliffe in the semi-final, conceding 21 quick points.The team
rallied hard to bring the game back into contention; however, Eaglescliffe were deserved
winners, 26-24.
Defeat was a bitter pill to swallow for what is a tremendously talented side; however, in
defeat comes learning and thankfully the squad were able to use this lesson to better
prepare for our trip to Rosslyn Park.
Competing on the national stage is a real challenge and a privilege extended to only a
small number of Barnardians. Our squad of 12 players set off for London after School,
arriving in our ample London accommodation ready to turn in for the night. Match day
arrived and the boys arose in the knowledge that the only way they would return to the
Hotel for a second night would be to beat some of the UK’s finest Schools….. ‘Challenge
accepted’!
Game 1 set the tone with the squad firing on all cylinders, beating Chrislehurst and
Sidcup Grammar 33-12. With Game 3 being the perceived giant to be slayed, Game 2 was
a challenge in itself not to get ahead of ourselves.The boys focused and comprehensively
beat Fulham Boys 45-10. Game 3, the final group game, was against Wellington College, a
game in which the squad would need to play its best rugby. A tight game ensued with BCS
going ahead early and taking the opposition by surprise. Wellington retaliated, bringing the
game back to within 2 points. A very tense final play saw BCS strip the ball from the
Wellington scrum half before getting the ball off the field to win 17-15. Qualification for day
2 achieved, the squad faced one further game to decide if they were to play in the cup or
vase competition. Reigate Grammar were set to be tough opposition but with consolidated
effort and some local input from Mr Dalton, the boys saw off the opposition 24-12,
qualifying in the top 24 teams in the country.
An early return to the Hotel gave the team an opportunity to relax in the pool before
a professional approach early night, to ensure the best preparation for day 2. An enthused
and optimistic team arrived on Wimbledon common ready to face the King’s School

Boys Hockey
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Team from: F Hewitson (C), C Maguire (VC), C Lewis, L Blackburn, O Greaves,
H Johnson, E Rhodes, A Ali, B Powell, R Harris, W Maxwell, J Alderdice, C Pinkney,
G Pallembella, J Dodds, C Tudor-Smith, E Raynard, W Hunter, J Newnam
Ampleforth College
RGS Newcastle
Durham School
Ashville
Giggleswick
St Peters

L
L
W
D
L
W

0-6
0-3
3-1
2-2
0-2
2-0

The first two weekends were disappointing for the boys’ first team as they were easily
second best in both games against Ampleforth and RGS.The team were determined to
turn things around, though, and worked extremely hard in training to improve their core
skills and become a much harder team to beat.
The boys played very well in a comfortable victory against our local rivals Durham
School.The first goal came from Owen, breaking up play and powerfully driving down the
left before playing the ball into the penalty spot area to pick out a great run by Harry who
slipped the ball under the keeper’s legs.The boys then scored again but were quickly
pegged back to 2-1 by Durham just before half time. We dominated the second half
creating lots of chances to take the game away from Durham and eventually got the third
goal with a well-worked penalty corner.The penalty corner was dragged out by Connor,
superbly stopped by Abdelbagi, which then allowed Cameron lots of time to score a great
drag flick (one for the cameras).
The team should have followed up the victory against Durham with another one
against Ashville but were held to a thrilling 2-2 draw after twice being ahead in the game.
The goal of the game was a very penalty corner straight off the practice ground, dragged
out by Connor, stopped by Harry then Owen faked a shot before slipping it right to Fergus
who confidently slapped it back across the keeper into the bottom left corner.
The loss against Giggleswick was disappointing as at 1-0 down they failed to convert
numerous penalty corners which would have put them back in the game. Giggleswick then
scored their second to put the game beyond us although the boys did show great
determination working hard until the final whistle.
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1st XI Hockey

U15 XI Hockey

The pick of the performances, just like last year, has to be the match against St Peter’s.
Unlike last year, we managed to put result with performance beating St Peters 2-0 to finish
the term with a great victory against good opposition.
Just like last year the team mainly consisted of L6th and a good group of Year 11 boys;
hopefully this should mean they will improve again next year.
Fergus Hewitson as captain and Connor Maguire as vice-captain lead the team this
year and it has been a pleasure to be part of their journey throughout their time in School.
CJG
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Team from: L Blackburn (C), H Johnson, B Powell, J Gilliam, G Palombella, E Raynard, J
Alderdice, W Maxwell, E Rhodes, C Tudor-Smith, H McAllister, W Hunter, J Newnam, J
Mcnickle, O Jacques, O Schaible, J Alderdice, P Sidebottom, E Goebell, J Dodds, J Johnston, R
Harris.
Ampleforth College
Durham School
St Peters
Yarm School
Giggleswick
St Peters

L
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L
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3-1
1-4
1-5

A tough season for the 2nd team; with depleted numbers they trained alongside the 1st
team as one group and I believe that this has helped them develop as individual players.
The pick of the performances has to be the win against Durham School, where the
boys played some great attacking hockey dominating from start to finish.
Some of the players from this young team will no doubt be in the first team next year
and I have no doubt they will continue to improve. My hope is that next year the numbers
will be increased on boy’s hockey and if this happens it will no doubt ensure the 2nd team
has a much stronger season.
CJG
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Team from:T Ross (C), M De Olano Vacarisas,T Coward, A Thomas, J Clough, L Patrick,
E Kingsbury, E Swann, C Fox, S Dolby, S Patterson, B Davies, A Ali,T Truss.
This was a tough season for this group of hard-working boys, and one where the table
above does not really reflect how well they did. The only game that was an uneven match
was against Yarm. Every other game that we played went end to end, and there were many
scoring opportunities by us, and our opposition, which meant some very exciting games.
Sadly, in many cases, we did not convert our opportunities, leading to a loss, which
frustrated the boys, but I did keep trying hard to remind them of the positive progress they
made each match. Also, many goals were kept out by our excellent goal keeper.
Initially, their strengths were athleticism, effort and competitiveness, and, as the season
progressed, their basic skills did improve. One area that they tried to work on was their
teamwork, which often saw them berating each other for mistakes made, rather than build
each other up. They told me that negative feedback worked for them, but I am definitely
not convinced. I think this is the hardest lesson for them to learn, and one which I hope
they will in time.
Congratulations to Tom Ross, the sports person of the season, Ethan Swann and
Tommy Coward, for their significant contributions, and to the most improved players,
Miguel De Olano Vacarisas, Alex Thomas and Bleddyn Davies.
I enjoyed coaching this group of boys; they were hard-working and also good fun. With
continued dedication these boys could make excellent hockey players.
LJB
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Team From: A. Baines, O. Baker-Bird, L. Cargill, J. Charge, C. Derrick, O. Fox, J. Hodgson,
M. Kerr, O. Langstaff, D. Natrass, C. Redhead, H. Rickard,T. Scopes, J. Stephenson,T.Truss,
E. Wilkinson, D. Walls, B. Wilson and J. Wilson
It was a very tough season for the U14s this year.There is a big change in the game going
from U13 to U14, as you change from 7-a-side on half a pitch to 11-a-side on a full pitch,
and it took some getting used to for the team. More so, unfortunately, for the lads as they
started to show vast improvements the remainder of the fixtures were cancelled due to
the bad weather kicking in later than previous seasons, which meant that they were only
able to play 5 games. Of the 5 teams that they played, they faced some of the best sides in
the north including Yarm, Giggleswick and Ampleforth.
As well as being faced with the increase in pitch size and players on the pitch, a lot of
the boys had not yet played together, which every sportsman knows can take some time.
One thing that the boys showed throughout the season was their resilience, and this was
commented on by multiple staff from other teams that not once did they ever give up or
let the game become scrappy or niggly, which is a true testament to the boys as they could
have easily given up.The boys also showed a great work ethic throughout the season,
continuing to work on their key skills which they showed great improvement in throughout
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U14A XI Hockey

U13A VI Hockey

the season but still have plenty of progress to make.
The boys’ best game of the season came against a good Teeside High team who had
some great club players in their starting line-up.Throughout the game, we managed to
work hard as a team to reduce the space that these players were given to limit their
goal-scoring opportunities. At the same time, we created plenty of goal scoring
opportunities but just couldn’t get the ball in the back of the goal due to some great
keeper saves. Unfortunately, this led to a narrow 2-0 loss but the boys really highlighted the
standard that they could play at. If the boys keep working hard I have no doubt in my mind
that next season will be a completely different story in terms of results. A big contribution
to their success in future years will be the amount of players with good enough quality to
play in the A team and this was shown this year by 19 boys representing the team. With the
continued hard work and resilience that the lads showed in games this year, many will go on
to represent the School 1st XI in future years and I am looking forward to following their
progress.
Congratulations to the seasons award winners. Sports person:Theo.T, Significant
contribution: James. H and Ben. W, Most improved: Arun. B, Matthew. K, Dan. W.
CDMM
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Team from: J Alton, J Burgess, A Franks, H Maude, F Mcguire, D Newell, D Richardson,
C Thompson, S Waiter-Westgarth, N Welford, W Whitburn, A Franks, E Jenkinson, H Ross,
W Shield, F Mcguire, E Baker, L Huddleston, E Proud,T Blenkiron, F McCartney,
J Ross-Mitchell, A Mcgill, J Chisman.
Ampleforth
RGS Newcastle
Durham School
Yarm School
Giggleswick
Austin Friars
Windermere
Durham School

D
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L
L
W
L
W

2-2
2-6
1-0
2-5
7-2
1-2
5-1

Unfortunately, the U13A’s results don’t really match the progress they have made this term
and some of the talent that I believe is in the team. I have no doubt their stats would have
looked much better if they’d had a bit more luck and composure in both D’s.
The boys worked very hard in games lessons to improve their core skills and gameplay
which can be seen with the improvement in results. What pleased me most about this year
group was the strength in depth which I am hoping will help when the boys move to
11-a-side next year. I was also very pleased that over 20 boys represented the U13A’s in
School fixtures this term and none of them looked out of place.
The pick of this term’s performances has to be the final game of the term against our
local rivals where I was able to get nearly 20 boys involved. Despite me making lots of
changes at the end of each quarter, it didn’t disturb their performance and they were
comfortable winners.
CJG
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Team from: E Baker, F Barrett,T Blenkiron, L Huddleston, A McGill, E Proud, J Roberts, W
Shield, S Banner, J Chisman, H Ross, C Thompson, W Whitburn, C Coulthard, E Jenkinson, L
Huddleston, E Proud, H Turnbull, F McGuire, J Butterill
RGS Newcastle
St Olaves
Yarm School
Austin Friars
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2-2
2-8

It was a pleasure to work with these boys during the hockey term; unfortunately, with a
couple of fixtures cancelled they only had two matches against strong opposition. Nearly all
these boys played matches for the A team as we ensured people moved between A and B
teams to get as many boys from Year 8 involved.There is real strength in depth with this
year group and they have the potential to be a decent hockey team.

U13B VI Hockey

through court defence, defensive and attacking centre set plays and we developed a range
of back and side line set plays.
We started off the season playing against a strong Giggleswick side and came away
with a strong 25-16 win. In training, we continued working on our fitness, tactics and
different playing combinations. Hard work paid off as we recorded two impressive wins
over Austin Friars (48-9) and QE (40-19). We had good momentum and the team was
feeling confident to push on against the next opposition. Unfortunately, we had a very
unlucky spate of injuries. Hannah Booth suffered from concussion, meaning that her season
came to an abrupt end and Ellie Tweddle suffered a nasty ankle injury. From then, the
injuries and illnesses kept on coming! Despite these setbacks, however, I must commend the
rest of the team; they continued to work hard, train hard and be motivated to achieve. I
would like to thank those players who stepped up to play in these positions, and how hard
they worked to try and adapt as quickly as possible to new training combinations.
Unfortunately, this was not enough to gain wins over St. Peters, Queen Margaret’s or
Ampleforth. However, I was incredibly proud of how they all adapted and still put on some
fantastic shows of netball. We finished the season with the annual Queen Margaret’s
invitational tournament, which is always an incredibly high standard. We had very close
matches against Worksop and Yarm 2 and we were able to put in a strong performance to
beat Ampleforth, something which we had not been able to do a couple of weeks previous.
I have once again really enjoyed coaching this talented group of girls and it has been
exciting to be able to work on some promising tactics and strategies. I would like to give a
special mention to our Y13 leavers; Maddy Forsyth, Lily Dickinson, Charlotte Martin and
Anna Everall. Anna has captained the team for the past two years, and she has been a true
role model throughout. I wish you all luck for the future.
OJH

2nd VII
P
10

W
6

D
0

L
4

GF
208

GA
142

GD
66

Captain: A. Watson and L. Schiable.Team from: T. Cockerill, E. Gedye, C. Grey-Thompson,
Z. Gilbert, N. Jacobi, P. Kadlecova, C. Laverick, M. Lickrish, K. Meikle, R. Nichols, D. Oliver,
J. Powell, G. Rhodes, F. West, L. Wilson.
The season began well with two victories for this newly-formed squad. Beating Giggleswick
and Austin Friars gave the team confidence and allowed the girls to develop into a cohesive
unit. It was not long before positions were cemented and on-court partnerships soon
began to gel.
Challenges came against QEGS Penrith 1st and Ashville, both of which saw close
contests on court. A poor start combined with a lack of composure and consistency were
our downfall here; nevertheless, the team worked tirelessly and gave their all throughout.
The team went on to secure a convincing win over RGS Newcastle and followed that with
a super performance away at Ampleforth to take the victory.
The loss of captain, Agnes Watson, along with Chloe Laverick and Tabitha Cockerill to
injury and illness and Josie Powell and Rebecca Nichols (poached by the 1st team) caused a
few worries as we approached the end of the season. Despite this setback, it gave other
players the opportunity to step up and showed the squad had both strength and depth.
There were mixed fortunes in the triangular fixture held at St Peter’s. A strong
performance against Queen Margaret’s saw Georgie Rhodes and Daisy Oliver combine
well in defence, but a stronger, more physical St Peter’s side caused us to make costly errors,
which ultimately led us to lose the game.
The highlight of the season came at the Queen Margaret’s invitational tournament.
Everything seemed to click into place and the team produced some excellent play to beat
Silcoates, Queen Margaret’s, Hymers, Ashville (whom they had narrowly lost to earlier in
the season) and Pocklington.They won five out of their six group games, largely due to
some splendid shooting from Emma Gedye, Zara Gilbert and Maisie Lickrish, and finished
the group stage as runners up. A place in the semi-finals saw us face Sedbergh, who had
topped the other group; however, the girls were not fazed and with the score 4-5 down at
half time, it was all to play for. Unfortunately, the opposition defence stepped up after the
break and we struggled to convert our limited attempts at goal. Credit must go to Lillia
Schiable, who stepped up to the plate as captain and was named player of the match by
many of the other coaches throughout the afternoon.
All in all, a very pleasing season and I would like to thank the players for their efforts
and parents for providing encouraging support on the side-lines. We send best wishes to
our U6th leavers and hope that they may return to participate in Old Barnardian netball in
the future.
TCB
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Netball
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H. Booth, L. Dickinson, A. Everall (C), A. Hardy, M. Forsyth, C. McKnight, I. Burgess, C. Martin,
E.Tweddle, L. Helyer, E. Kelly, J. Powell, R. Nichols.
This season was one of a mixed bag. We started strong; the girls were training hard and our
focus was very much upon tactics and strategies. We worked hard on learning some team

It was pleasing to see that we were able to get three fixtures for our 4th XII players this
year and even more pleasing to see so many of the girls wanting to play competitively,
including some of those who will tour with the School to South Africa this summer. It was
also good to see Rebecca Collinson back from injury to play her final game of Netball in
her last year at School.
The first 2 fixtures were evenly matched affairs to begin with, but Barney were able to
come away with good wins. The final fixture against QE 6th Form Darlington proved more
problematic with QE fielding a much stronger side than previously and they ran out
convincing winners.
AW
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U15B

A Team – Giggleswick
B Team – Giggleswick
A Team – Austin Friars
A Team – RGS Newcastle
B Team – RGS Newcastle
A Team – Ampleforth
B Team – Ampleforth
A Team – Richmond
A Team – St Peters
B Team – St Peters

L
W
L
L
L
L
L
W
L
L

12-16
8-2
10-21
10-36
5-25
10-29
9-16
35-6
19-23
6-25

Teams Chosen from: I. Burgess, E. Burton, C. Cargill, R. Clark, N. Colley, L. Dalton, N. Devgan,
S. Horseman-Sewell,T. Hugill, A. Jenkins, E. Lickrish (A Team Capt), E. Maude, A. Shovlin,
C. Stephenson, M. Spence Woolrich (B Team Capt), R.Todd, A.Troman, S. Wilks, C.Willey,
B. Wilson, J. Wong, S. Wynn.
A busy season of netball saw the A team play 6 of the 8 scheduled fixtures with the B Team
playing 4 of 5 scheduled fixtures. We played some strong sides across the season and
pushed some of them throughout the 1st 3 quarters, only to succumb to increased
pressure from the opposition in the final quarter. Equally, with some games we have
started slowly, conceded a few goals, and then gave ourselves a mountain to climb to get
back on terms. Despite this, I have never seen a head drop or heard a negative word; both
teams have continued to apply themselves throughout matches.
It has been good to see, for the second season running, that the girls in this group
continue to push themselves in games sessions and team training trying to secure a place
on the team. Equally, the girls who have worked with Miss Hovington in the season have
also progressed well with many challenging for team selection which was great to see.
To start to embrace the culture that will be expected of the girls at Senior Netball
level, a captain was appointed for both teams for the duration of the season. Eadie Lickrish
was appointed as A Team Captain as it had been noted in the Hockey season how well she
worked in a team; she carried this over into the Netball season, providing support to the
team through her calm approach. B Team captain Monica had displayed a determination to
succeed in the previous season and is a thoughtful netballer who demonstrates an
understanding of game strategies; she captained her team well in a quiet but positive
manner.
Thank you to the consistent support for the girls this season and last from the parents
- it has been a real boost to the players to see friends and families on the side-lines
cheering them on. Thank you from me to those parents that have helped with scoring
duties on game days. I wish the girls the best for the next 3 years of Senior Netball, where I
hope they can push our current crop of Year 11 and 12s for team slots next year.
Hopefully I will see them in the Gym working on their fitness as well.
Congratulations to the following players: Beth Wilson was awarded Sportsperson of
the term, with Eadie Lickrish, Saskia Horsman-Sewell and Monica Spence-Woolrich noted
for their Significant Contributions. Catherine Stephenson and Chloe Willey were named
Most Improved.
AW
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Team from: P. Barlow, L. Burgess, I. Hawkins, S. Sinclair, K. Riddell, M. Squires, M. Peart,
O. Preston, Z. Walker, A. McGregor-Towers, D. Wilson.

4th VII

1st VII

Netball 1st VII
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Queen Elizabeth 6th Form, Darlington

L
1

GF
43

GA
49
W
W
L

GD
6
15-8
18-15
10-26

Team from: R. Collinson, D. Currah, E. Dalton, H. Eichorn, H.Frankland, O. Fraser,
V. Fullerton-Smith, A. Oates, J. Osborne, A. Parker, N.Robinson, E. Rowlandson, M. Saunders,
S. Schnurr, M.Taylor, H. Warren.

The A team had a mixed season, and there were many positives to take away. Firstly, every
member of the squad always trained hard – we did a lot of fitness and skill fitness and each
player’s match fitness significantly improved over the course of the term.
We started strongly, having done a lot of work on our main attacking principles and we
recorded a first win of the season against Giggleswick. It was a strong scoring of 16-7,
enabling our shooter to gain plenty of confidence. We continued to build upon our
attacking skills and added in defence and shooting work. Again, the hard work paid off with
some impressive wins against Austin Friars and Durham Choristers.
The team continued to work on their attacking principles and we worked harder on
some team strategies and tactics.The strategies were challenging for the team and
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Netball 2nd VII

Netball 4th VII

something that takes time; we played some competitive matches against RGS Newcastle
and Durham School. Ultimately, however, we were not able to consistently work well in
units to gain the wins. I am sure that with continued practice and understanding of unit
work and strategies the team will continue to develop and build upon this successful
season. Well done to all involved.
OJH
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Team from: A. Bloomfield, I. Hawkins, D. Moody, A. Dry, Z. Walker, O. Preston, A. Willey,
H. Brown, E. Minkin, E. Proud.
Despite the results, the B team had a really promising and pleasing season. Unfortunately,
their first couple of matches were cancelled due to poor weather. However, this did not
dampen their spirits and their training attitude. I cannot fault the work ethic of all squad
members; they particularly worked hard on finding different ways of getting free, sprinting
to the ball and trying to include a change of pace and direction. All members are able to do
these things exceptionally well during training; however, sometimes lacked confidence in
matches.
They had a very close and competitive match against RGS Newcastle, losing out 13-15.
There were some brilliant performances on show and the shooters did exceptionally well
at remaining calm under pressure. In defence, we were able to force errors and gain tips
and interceptions. Moving forward, we have made a good start this season and there is
more to build upon and develop. I am confident the squad will reach success if they
continue with the same work ethic and attitude. Well done to all.
OJH
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Team from: K. Duff, H. Brown, E. Minikin, E.. Proud, K. Steele, E. Jones, S. Ivashchenko,
G. Robson, H. Alliston, A. Bloomfield, C. Rowbottom, H. Stirling.
This term the C team had one tournament and one match and what a successful season it
was. I am incredibly pleased with the team – they remained focused throughout the whole
season, working hard in training and they proved themselves to be good teammates by
communicating regularly and always working together.
At the tournament at St. Olave’s School, the team played exceptionally well and there
was some lovely through court play and some great shooting. We came 6th out of 10,
which was hugely well deserved. Later on in the season, we were able to play St. Olave’s in
a fixture and the dedication the team had showed to training over the course of the term
was evident in that they were able to record a fantastic 15-3 win.This is a brilliant
achievement and goes some way to show how hard all of them have worked. I look
forward to seeing what they can achieve in the coming years. Well done to all involved.
OJH
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Team from; A. Barker, L. Dixon, B. Dolby,T. Hayward, C. Johnson, M. Johnson, C. Jolley,
C. Metcalf, F. Richardson,T. Wilks.
It has been a pleasing season for this talented group of players; rather a mixed bag of results,
but the progress that has been made throughout the term has been encouraging.
In training, players have worked hard to improve fitness, acquire new skills and develop
their tactical understanding of the game. On-court partnerships have grown, and their hard
work has been rewarded with successes against Austin Friars,The Choristers School,
Richmond and Durham.
At the Durham School tournament, we took time to find our stride and careless
errors proved costly in the early stages. However, improvements were made following
some encourgaing words at the interval and we completed the afternoon in 4th place.
The following week saw the Barney tournament. A super start was made with
victories against Durham School, Ampleforth and Queen Mary’s to top the group stage and
qualify for the semi-final. Confidence was high but a tough game against RGS Newcastle
followed and we struggled to find our flow.The opposition extended their lead in the last
couple of minutes, blowing our chances of a final spot to finish in joint 3rd place.
As we approached the end of the season, the girls set themselves a target of 100 goals;
sadly, they fell just short of this with 96 (once we had added up all the tournament scores).
This exemplifies their commitment and endless enthusiasm and having a target in mind
certainly spurred them on to do their best.
My thanks go to Mrs Beadnell, Miss Penny and Miss Thompson for their assistance with
matches. We look forward to seeing this team grow and continue to develop their skills
next year.
TCB
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Junior Squash
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Team from; I. Brown, S. Davidson, B. Dolby, C. Jolley, M. Ford,T. Hilsdon, I. Kerr,
E. Saunders-Jerrom, J. Shay, K. Sludds.
New faces, new positions and new combinations have all been trialled this season, with
bonds and units being formed. Throwing, catching and footwork have been the key focus
during training and all players have built up confidence with their movement and ball skills.
Enthusiasm in practice was there in abundance, and it often proved difficult selecting a
team.The results may not have gone in their favour, but each competitive game has been a
learning experience for this young squad. Against Richmond they put together some
pleasing passages of play and some promising shooting was displayed, but our defence were
rattled by the opposition’s height advantage in the second half as they did not know how to
adapt their play to be able to contest for the ball, losing out 4-9.
The squad have gained a good grasp of the game and can feel justifiably proud of the
way they have approached each match.The netball staff look forward to seeing them
progress further next year.

Junior squash has been vibrant this year. Every boy and girl in Years 7 to 8 gets a five week
taster of the sport in the Mind, Body and Soul Activity programme on Mondays.
We entered an U11 team from Prep School into the County Primary Schools
Tournament. Many year 7 and 8 pupils stayed back from 5-6 pm in Lent and Michaelmas
terms for extra coaching, and the house matches were eagerly contested.
An U14 team was entered into the national Schools Tournament: made up of Joe Bale,
Oliver Appleyard, Sam Green, Joe Brookes,Tom Forster and Ben Taylor, they acquitted
themselves well in the first round at Chapel Allerton in Leeds, despite coming 4th. In the
second phase they played at Northern in Newcastle and had some tight matches.They are
a keen bunch whose attitude towards training and enjoying the sport will give them a
chance of becoming 1st team players in the future.
In the U15 age group, Sam Dolby, Lucas Patrick, Nancy Colley and Jack Hawkins led
the way – some of these may play first team next year.
My thanks go to Stuart Gaydon and Mr Lister who have helped to coach and
encourage our squash players.

TCB
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Squash

Swimming
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Team from: A. Hunt, H. Mowis, W. Gibbons, L. Gomez Moran,T. Hugill, J. Metcalf, C. Poppitt,
J. Lee, J. Burgess, P. Collins,T. Eardley, S. Franks, J. Alton, N. Welford, M. Kerr, E. Kingsbury,
I. Brown, C. Johnson, M. Johnson, L. Burgess.

L
8

Michaelmas Term:
Ampleforth
Glaxo
RGS, Newcastle
Gosforth Academy
Dame Allan’s
Glaxo
Ampleforth
Lent Term:
Ampleforth
Glaxo
Sedbergh School
Ampleforth College
Lincoln College
GSAL
Jesters
Darlington Squash Club

Football 1st XI

U13
U15
Senior
U13 Girls
Mowden Hall
W			
W
Sedbergh		
L
L
Mowden
2nd 			
2nd
Ampleforth		
W
L
Durham
W
L
L		

This has been a tough season for the swimmers. All our teams have been mixed teams, with
swimmers often swimming out of age.The U13s started the season off with a great gala against
Mowden Hall.There were some excellent performances and they managed to win every race.
Our next gala against Ampleforth was a very close one.The U15s were helped out by
the U13s.There were some fantastic performances and they managed to secure a win.The
Seniors found the competition hard; however, there were some excellent swims, although
Ampleforth took overall victory by two points.
The match against Sedbergh saw the U15s struggle against some strong competition.
They all swam well; however, Sedbergh were just too strong for them.The senior
competition was very close, with the result being decided on the final race - unfortunately
the honours went to Sedbergh.
The U13 girls and boys then took part in a gala hosted by Mowden Hall - it was an
excellent afternoon of swimming, and we were runners up to a very strong RGS
Newcastle team.
Our final match this year was against Durham School.The U13s were once again
outstanding and dominated the competition.The U15s and Seniors found the going a lot
harder, but there were some excellent swims from individuals.
The U13s have shown real promise this year and I look forward to seeing them
developing over the next few years. Many thanks to everyone’s efforts this year.
FN
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Team from:T Nicholson (C), L Rusk, C Tudor-Smith, J Burgess, A Hunt, L Patrick, N Colley
This was an enjoyable season for the 1st team, with some established players improving
their games and working hard, showing dedication and developing their shots and tactical
awareness.The team was always a pleasure to coach and to take for fixtures, conducting
themselves well both on and off the court. My thanks go to Tomas Nicholson, who
captained the side and was ever loyal and dependable in helping coach younger years. His
three years in the team, and dedication to the sport, were properly rewarded with full
colours and his team shirt. His movement and fitness are his strengths which I hope he will
come to realise as he continues in the sport.
Liam Rusk and Cole Tudor–Smith shared the number one spot, and both will be
available again next year. Cole beat Liam in the South Wales Borderers’ cup final to become
school champion, and both of them have many of the skills required to make good players.
Josh Burgess and Archie Hunt played at numbers four and five and never gave less than
their best. Perhaps lacking the skills of the others, their fitness and determination on court
was very impressive and both received their half colours at the end of the season.
Fixtures were made up of friendlies, against adult opposition such as Glaxo, Jesters and
Darlington Squash Club, inter-school matches against Ampleforth and Sedbergh (mostly
successful) and the National Schools’ Competition which was in a new format this year.The
team experienced different standards and ages of opposition, different court conditions and
different scoring systems – all of which are part of their squash education. I hope they
enjoyed themselves as much as I did watching them, and that four of them will be ready to
come back next year to do it all again and to improve further. Well done to all involved on
a good season.

2nd V
Team from: B. Savage, E. Goebbell, G. Atkinson, M. Shovlin, J. Fawcett, L. Patrick, J. Hawkins.
The second team, mostly including 6th formers who were new to the sport, competed
well in their four matches against Ampleforth College, winning the final one of the season,
showing how much they had improved. I hope that these players have learned new skills
and have enjoyed the game, enabling them to play again next year or keep playing when
they leave school.They were a pleasure to teach.
Williamson Cup:
South Wales Borderer’s Cup Senior
Individual School Champion:
House Competitions:

Under 15 Champion: Lucas Patrick (Tees)
Cole Tudor-Smith (Northumberland)
Gradon Cup (Senior): Northumberland
Robinson Cup (U15): Tees		
Birkbeck Cup (U13): Durham
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DRAMA
WORKSHOP

JAZZ NIGHT

In early May, our Drama students and scholars were given the
fantastic opportunity to work with Naomi Sumner Chan, an
Old Barnardian, who came in to deliver a workshop on devising
theatre and using verbatim.

The Wind Band with their instruments and new stand banners walked from school to The Witham
in sunshine. In a week where it has rained almost non-stop, this was very welcome change, but also,
a kind of omen.

The group workshopped on some key
skills involving verbatim – a style of
theatre-making which uses the words,
as spoken in their entirety, of real
people.
We then moved on to use newspaper
interviews, transcripts of reports and the
written words of survivors and witnesses of
the Manchester bombing of an Ariana
Grande concert to create some moving and
jarring scenes, including tableaux and
soundscapes to convey meaning.
To end the day, our students and the
entire boarding community were given the
opportunity to see Naomi’s newest piece,

entitled “Same, Same, Different”, delivered
by a 5-piece touring group from Brush
Stroke Order. The piece told Naomi’s own
story, as a trans-racial adoptee, of growing
up, of Asian descent, in a white, English
family, and included the performers
multiroling as Naomi’s parents, as well as
the many other trans-racial people and their
adopted families that she had interviewed
in the writing process.
Overall, this was a fantastic day, with
a wonderful and moving ending, which gave
our students a brand-new skillset to
approach the creative process.
TSE

Bandmaster Mick Donnelly managed to lead a thrilling and
inspiring evening. As well as our Wind Band Mr Donnelly
had persuaded his Big Band, Musicians Unlimited, to give
their services to the event for free. The quality of their
playing, the sheer drive and their energy was stunning.
They opened the show, and our Wind Band sat and listened
with wide-open mouths, shocked that they had to follow
such a virtuosic performance.
However, the Band straightened its shoulders, took a deep
breath and gave their all. The sound was glorious, in tune,
rhythmical and full of delight, and enjoyment.
The audience smiled, tapped their feet, and whooped with
appreciation for both bands.
In the second half the momentum kept going, Archie Coward
(Y12), sang ‘Beyond the Sea’, matching the quality of the professional
vocalists from Musicians Unlimited. Matthew Forster (Y11)
performed a trombone solo in ‘Basin Street Blues’.
The highlights of the evening were not the stunning solos
from the ranks of Musicians Unlimited, or even the hilarious patter
from Mr Donnelly himself, but rather the arrangements Mr Donnelly
had made for the bands to play jointly: unrehearsed, just ‘jammed’
together on the night, these songs were deeply moving, and a
complete treat to hear. As these two bands played together, you
could almost feel the professionals giving their all to the students,
who in return absorbed the enthusiasm and passion, and added it to
their own playing; the osmosis that always takes place when you sit
professionals and students side by side.
A number of members of the public said their faces ached
from smiling so much, not just at the jokes, but at the heartfelt music
pouring out from these two very diverse bands, which raised a good
sum of money for the homeless charity, Centerpoint, and our own
Arts Centre, The Witham.
SPD
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LONGFIELD DINNER

HOUSE SHOOTING
Throughout the Lent and Trinity term, cadets of all ages from both the Army and RAF section
competed in the annual House Shooting Competition.
The cadets used the Anschutz rifle in the supported prone
position and had only ten rounds to fire at the target, aiming
to get the highest possible score. With some excellent
marksmanship principles, scoring was exceptionally high
with the following results;

Top overall cadets;

Top cadet in each House;

1st North
2nd Longfield
3rd Bowes
4th Tees
5th York
6th Durham
7th Dale
8th Marwood

Bowes House – Cadet CSM Anna Everall
Dale House – Sergeant Teddy Hamilton
Durham House – Lance corporal Thomas Dalton
Longfield House – Sergeant Rebecca Nichols
Marwood House – Corporal Zara Gilbert
North House – Sergeant Edward Rhodes
Tees House – Lance corporal James Clough
York House – Sergeant Kieran Bleasby

After a tiring day of going on the boarders’ trip to High Force and Low Force, we got to relax as we
dressed up for the evening for the long-awaited Longfield Dinner.
The kitchen staff had worked extra hard to prepare some
wonderful food, and the girls from Longfield’s Part-Song
all gathered to sing together one last time.
We had some wonderful performances from the Sixth
Formers, and laughed heartily when it was time for the Lower Sixth

Two cadets scored full marks with 100 out of 100. Well done to lance
corporal James Clough and sergeant Edward Rhodes

Overall House Positions;

Major C E Connor

THE BIG BOOK BASH
The Big Book Bash was a fantastic event.

to deliver their speeches for the Upper Sixth. It was a special night,
for the Longfield girls, and we’re very grateful to Mrs Burgess for
organising the event. I wish the leaving Upper Sixth all the best for
their bright futures.
Sian Ho, Year 10 Longfield

AVIATION DAY

Royal Air Force
Association and
Barnard Castle Town
Council. The CCF
standard was carried
by cadet Hamish
McAllister and was
lowered while a
minute’s silence was
observed.
Major C E Connor
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Teesdale Aviation day is dedicated
to the 100 RAF personnel who have
lost their lives whilst serving with
the Royal Air Force and Transport
Auxiliary in Teesdale and the
Western Pennines.
Within the annual service of
commemoration, held at the Garden of
Remembrance in Galgate, Barnard
Castle, wreaths were presented by the
cadets and laid by Major Connor,
representatives of RAF Leeming, the

It was lots of fun to interact with other schools and
compete with them for prizes; it was also fun to try and
match up the names and objects to people and things in the
books. The real centrepieces of the day were definitely the
storyboxes, where we all made a scene from a specific book
and all of the schools had poured their heart and soul into
them.
One of the highlights of the day was when we had a visit from
Jo Cotterill, who was the author of Jelly - which was one of the ten
books read - and the phrase ‘never meet your heroes’ definitely
didn’t apply to her; she was funny and answered a lot of the
unanswered questions we had about books, like why do the main
characters never need the toilet? Or, why is the main character never
a person who is completely normal? I can safely say that there was
not a person there who did not have a good day after this.
Seth Crisp, Y7 Dale House

“The Big Book Bash was an amazing experience to meet
other book readers and enjoy a day full of books!”
Lucy Nattrass, Y7 Marwood House
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BRAIN AND
FORENSICS DAY

JUNIOR ARTS
On Monday night, a collection of artwork, music and drama from
the Juniors was showcased in this year’s Junior Arts Evening.
Outside in Central Hall, there was displayed a range of different
pieces or artwork; the Year 9 themes in art lessons for this year
ranged from the theme of WW1 heroes from the School to
Robert Delaunay’s art style. Also in Central Hall, before the
performances in Big School began, and in the interval, music from
the Brass and Woodwind groups was played from the balcony.

The day kick-started with an interesting and informative introduction of Dr Guy Sutton (the
Director at medical Biology Interactive and a professor at Nottingham Medical School), and his aims
and objectives for educating us about the complex workings of the brain. Although this may sound a
difficult topic area, everybody in the room was engaged and listening with intent due to Dr Sutton’s
infectious enthusiasm and passion towards the subject.
We covered a wide range of topics over the course of the
day including ‘Nerve cells and the action potential’, ‘Brain
and DNA Web’, ‘The working and the damaged brain’,
‘Forensic Pathology, Neuropathology, Neurology and
Psychiatry’. It was fascinating to learn about the internal
workings of the brain, how messages are translated into
speech and actions, as well as the structures within. I must
add, it was a privilege to be taught by someone so
enthusiastic and knowledgeable about such an intricate
area of work, demonstrated as all our questions were
answered in such detail.
We not only learnt about the structures inside the brain but
were able to dissect and physically hold a sheep’s brain. Dr Sutton
intricately cut out the individual structures with accuracy and
precision, to pass around the room. He shared some very strange yet
funny experiences with us, including the story of one boy licking the
sheep’s brain. I assure you, due to the absurd pong given off by this
organ, nobody, not one brave soul, brought the brain close enough to
their face to even attempt this.
On the afternoon, the focus switched to forensic science, but
still with an element of neuroscience. The students explored how
post-mortem examinations can help to determine how and why
someone died, and how the state of decomposition of a body can be
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used to determine time of death. This was fascinating, but proved to
be a bit too gruesome for some tastes! Following this, some more
recent research was featured – students discovered a recent study
that had been able to determine which word a person was thinking
in their head by analysing brain activity – it only works on a very
small scale currently, though. Cutting-edge research like this is very
valuable to discuss, as it helps to show links between what is studied
on the A-level syllabus and new, real-world science with exciting
applications.
The day then concluded with an overview of the consequences
and outcomes of a brain malfunctioning, and the effect this has on
our actions. Once learning about various brain diseases such as
Alzheimer’s, we discussed how a damaged brain can lead to various
criminal psychopathic behaviours such as terrorism and paedophilia
and an ethical discussion on how such people should be treated in
the criminal justice system. This nicely tied the morning and
afternoon sessions together.
Overall, Brain Day 2019 was a brilliant experience that will
certainly help the Biologists and Psychologists as they move on to
further study of these topics next year. Many thanks go to Dr Sutton
for providing us with such an inclusive and fascinating experience,
and delivering us such a passionate and interesting lecture day.

Throughout the evening, there were
performances from the orchestra;
performances from the year 9 Glee
club; a selection of sketches
performed from the year 7 and 8
drama group that were based on the
theme “Acting Funny”, and a number
of solo performances and readings of
creative writing pieces.
The Glee club performed 3 different
musical theatre songs. The first was a twist
on Chicago’s Cell Block Tango that told the
stories of various fictional characters, such
as Matilda, Gavroche and Annie, rather
than the original characters in Chicago. In
the musical, Cell Block Tango is a powerful
dance routine that channels the characters’
anger and is a favourite to be performed in a
new light by indie theatre groups or at
school. The two other pieces were Your
Fault, from the musical Into the Woods and
Seasons of Love from Rent.
There were a variety of short
sketches from the Year 7 and 8s, all of which
practised using comedy in drama and

showcased the talented actors in the lower
school. Huge effort was put into polishing
these performances, from the cast of over
30 students who rehearsed in and out of
school, to Mrs Gorman and Miss Gorman,
who spent time directing and perfecting the
sketches. There were 8 scenes in total,
which included “Casual-ty” and “Twixt
Heaven and Hell”.
The Junior Orchestra performed a
number of brilliant pieces throughout the
night, directed by Mr Donnelly. These
included “Oh When the Saints” and “Pomp
and Circumstance”.
As well as group performances, there
were a number of solo performances from
different mediums of art; there were
instrumental and vocal soloists as well as
showcasing writing pieces. Bea Dolby and
Hatty Whitburn read out their writing
pieces, Bea’s being a creative writing piece
about a forest and Hatty’s a persuasive piece
about why we should shop in person rather
than online. Both were read and written
beautifully, especially so considering how

unnerving reading in front of an audience
can be. On Sax, Ben Taylor and Tom Forster
performed “Now’s the Time” and “One
Way” likewise; Emma Hardy performed, on
clarinet, “Dixie Land Blues”. Vocal
performances came from Mathew Kerr, who
gave a rendition of “Close Every Door” from
Joseph; Charlie Appleyard, who sang and
accompanied on keys an original song called
“Unbreakable”; Imogen Roff, who
performed “I Dreamed A Dream” from Les
Miserables; Grace Robinson, who
performed “Never Enough” from The
Greatest Showman; Izzy Kerr, who sang
“Quiet” from Matilda and Lois Falshaw,
who performed “A Better Version”: a song
from a fairly unknown but painfully
beautiful musical, 36 Questions.
Huge thanks to everyone who
performed in the Junior Arts Evening, but
also a huge thanks to the people who
organised it and helped it run fairly
smoothly, despite the short time to rehearse
in Big School due to the Year 10 and 11
exams. Mr Edwards, as always, played a
great part in the organisation of the evening
as well as rehearsing the Glee club pieces,
while Mrs and Miss Gorman rehearsed with
the Year 7 and 8 drama group and Mr
Donnelly in charge of the Orchestra,
Woodwind and Brass. The tech crew worked
with the sound and lighting brilliantly with
a small space of time to prepare and Mrs
Rothwell, along with the Prop Making club,
helped with the props for the drama
sketches.
Imogen Roff, Year 9 Bowes House

Josie Powell (L6th, Marwood) and Sam Carling (L6th, Tees)
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INDUSTRY DAY

FBM
COMPETITION

A new ‘Grab and Go’ snack was top of the agenda for the L6th as
they were set the challenge of marketing a new food concept to
be sold in petrol stations around the U.K. as part of the school’s
annual Industry Day. Dave Penny and Vicky Hennessy from Penny
Petroleum set the task and advised the students what was
expected of them in this fast-growing market.
Mr Connor – the event director –
presented information to the teams
before the students were challenged
to develop a marketing campaign.
Respected industry representatives
joined the teams as mentors on the day,
including Jen Barker, Director of Hill Cross
Furniture, Jemima Harrison, property
developer and owner of an External Display
and Event Management, Tom and Jack
Atha from Atha Property Developments,
Erland Rendell, founder of Artorus
Consultancy, Katie Marshall, Company
Secretary at Barclays Bank, and Jane
Jordan, Former HR Business Partner to
ANZ Bank in Singapore. The school also
welcomed back Charles Atha from Atha &
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Co who helped judge the competition.
During Industry Day, students are
given an insight into the working
environment of a business by engaging with
live briefs, collaborating with visiting
professionals who act as the mentors and
completing tasks that businesses face daily.
This year, the teams were tasked
with producing a marketing campaign that
included a television advert, social media
plan, an app, branding for a bill-board
poster, radio campaign a cash flow
statement and a budget. The teams then
presented their ideas to the panel of three
judges.
The winning team, with Jane Jordan
as their Mentor, were chosen for their

highly professional marketing campaign.
They said, “it was a very good experience for
all of us and a great reward for heading off a
lot of stiff competition. The business
mentors helped us achieve our marketing
plan and gave us insight in a real working
environment.”
Mr Connor said: “Students get an
idea of what it’s really like to work in a
business on Industry Day, they work to tight
deadlines, within a budget, as a team and
learn to delegate tasks. As the day goes on
they also start to identify their strengths
and weaknesses as well as likes and dislikes
in these scenarios which is a steep but
important learning curve. It’s important to
us that our Sixth Formers have an idea of
what it’s like to work in a business before
they head out into the world of
employment.”
A special thanks must to go to the
following staff including, Mr Edwards, Mr
Bishop, Mr Forsyth, Mr Morrill, Mr Farrell,
Mrs Pepper and Mr Cresswell for their help
in the organisation of this event.
NJC

The Future Business Magnates team were set the challenge to
create a business from the project brief: Made in Durham, Sold to
the World. This unrestricted theme gave the team its first
challenge, to generate business ideas. With the help of our
business partners, Roman Ltd, the team initially wanted to focus
on relaxation, mental wellbeing and spa treatment.

Our team included Laura Burgess, Ed
Jenkinson, Olivia Preston, Jack
Roberts, Scarlet Sinclair, Kathryne
Steele, Hannah Stirling and Aimee
Willey.
Bringing elements of these key ideas
together, the students created a business
called Nature’s Shower. The product was a
uniquely designed Eco-friendly shower
head, called Eco Sense, that allowed the
addition of scented tablets called
Scentsations. These tablets would provide a
range of aromas and skin conditioning
scents that would generate a luxurious and
relaxing addition to your everyday shower.
Incorporated into the cleverly designed
shower head was a water saving feature,
reducing water consumption by 50%, while
creating a mist like shower that was gentle
on your skin.
The students and our business
partner came up with the ingenious idea of
initially selling the Eco Sense shower head
to our target market audience, hotels.
Anybody staying at the hotel who used the
shower could also purchase one for their
own home.
The competition comprised of a
series of challenges spread throughout the
year which involved the team undertaking
tasks to generate initial ideas for a business,
team building exercises, naming the
company, designing the company and
product logo, marketing the product,
financing the company, creating the legal
structure for the business and the final
challenge was to present the business in

front of a panel of judges. The students
found the experience rewarding and
enjoyed working together as part of a team.
They learned a range of business skills and
gained experience over the course of the
year. We met regularly with our business
partner to discuss progress and to develop
the reports required for each of the
challenges.
The team finished a very respectable
5th place overall. They were also nominated
for the Best Prototype Design, Best Brand &
Logo, Best Environmental Business and
Best Presentation. The team went on to win
the Best Environmental Business award, an
excellent achievement and well deserved for
their brilliant and uniquely designed
eco-friendly shower head. This was an
excellent achievement from a group that
worked extremely hard to create a very
professional business based on an
exceptionally clever idea. Well done to
everybody who took part and for helping
secure the Best Environmental Business
Award.
AMD
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CCF EXERCISE
FIRST LOOK
Exercise First Look is designed to give the new recruits a first look in to living in the field. With a
healthy number of Year 9s having enrolled just before the Easter break, 34 of them enjoyed their
first military experience on Catterick Training Area.
The afternoon was spent learning basic field craft skills.
The senior cadets had planned their lessons carefully and
were able to confidently and competently deliver their
knowledge in bash building, cam and concealment,
observation, patrolling, moving at night and the 24 hour
ration pack to the new recruits.
Once lessons had been completed, the cadets were given a
poncho, some green string, 2 bungee cords and a ration pack and
had to work in pairs to build their accommodation for the evening as
well as cook a hot meal.
After the reapplication of cam cream, and some swift orders
from their section commanders, the sections were dropped off by
friendly forces and were given a compass bearing which would send
them to an enemy position. The aim was to gather as much
information from this position without being seen by the wandering
enemy. All sections did well and made it to the position. There they
were met by an informant, who gave them the second compass
bearing which was to direct them straight back to camp. All sections
gained valuable intel which they were able to pass onto the platoon
commander, sergeant Hamish McAllister.
The next morning was devoted to command tasks, and the cadets
had to work in their sections to solve certain scenarios such as getting
through a spider’s web without falling into shark infested custard.

The cadets were a credit to both the School and the cadet
force and carried out each phase of the weekend with commitment
and determination. This made it exceptionally difficult to pick out
the top cadets, but after some careful consideration, the following
awards have been made.
Top year 9 cadet - Cadet Freddie Bulman
Runner up - cadet Joe Bale
Best NCO - corporal Ricardo Allen
Major C E Connor

sgt Hamish McAllister and the regroup by sgt Becky Nichols.
Lessons had been well prepared and were well executed and soon the
cadets had a good understanding of the concepts of what they would
need to do in a battle situation.
After opening up their ration packs and enjoying their
evening meal, the training moved on to setting up an ambush. Sgt
Owen Greaves, who was the platoon commander did an excellent job
of patrolling both sections to the FRV before setting off with his two
section commanders, sgt Teddy Hamilton and sgt Hamish McAllister
to recce a possible ambush site. The area they chose was perfect - in
cover, but with a good view of the road where a suspected enemy
troop was thought to be patrolling. The rest of the cadets were lead
into the site by sgt Jake Vernon and they were given their arcs of fire
as they lay in waiting.
An enemy patrol was soon spotted and it wasn’t long until the
cadets opened up fire. With the enemy all silent, the cadets quickly
patrolled back to the FRV before heading back to base camp. As the

rain began to fall, cadets were soon tucked up in the barn ready for
the next day.
Patrols were carried out across an open field, and the cadets
were able to put into practice the six section battle drills that they
had learnt the previous afternoon. There was excellent
communication between the section commanders and their 2i/cs,
and the rifle men and rifle women worked hard to ensure that they
carried out the correct drills when they came under effective enemy
fire. This resulted in both sections winning the firefight on a number
of section attacks.
Throughout the weekend, the cadets worked exceptionally
hard and it was a huge learning curve, not only for those in positions
of responsibility but also for the younger cadets who had not
experienced much tactical fieldwork before. The cadets can now look
forward to putting their newly found skills into practice on summer
camp at the end of the term
Major Connor

CCF EXERCISE SECOND LOOK
This year’s Exercise Second Look was slightly different to the ones in the past. Instead of just a day
devoted to section attacks, it was decided that we would make the event into more of a tactical
weekend and with this came with a new venue too.
Windsor Lodge, which is part of Feldom ranges near
Richmond was to be home for the 24 cadets and 8
members of staff. With a week already dominated by rain
and the forecast not looking too sunny, it was decided that
the troops would use the barn as evening shelter instead of
setting up a harbour area in the nearby woods. With the
communal bedroom sorted, the first task of the day was to
brush up on weapon handling skills. Major Connor and Lt
Fairwood put the cadets through some revision of
stoppages, as well as covering the drills of loading and
unloading the weapon. Both were very impressed with the
cadets and it wasn’t long until they had all passed their
weapon handling tests.
After a quick break, the cadets were taught the six section
battle drills by some of the senior NCOs. Preparation for battle was
delivered by sgt Alex Scopes, reaction to effective enemy fire by
sgt Kieran Bleasby, locating the enemy by sgt Owen Greaves,
suppressing the enemy by sgt Teddy Hamilton, the attack by
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CCF
ARMY SUMMER CAMP

Directly after the summer term had ended, twenty-two cadets
and five members of staff were eagerly heading off to the annual
summer camp at Wathgill training camp near Catterick. With our
24 hour exercise being our first activity, Captain Monument and
Lt Fairwood quickly deployed to Gandale Bivvy to do a last
minute recce of the area before the cadets followed.
The first phase of Exercise Test and
Expel was to formulate and plan a
night time ambush by means of a
recce. The 3 sections, led by sgts
Teddy Hamilton, Hamish McAllister
and Jake Vernon, carried out their
specific duties of looking for routes in
and out, an FRV position and an
ambush site. Back at camp, the final
plan was formulated and with 3
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section remaining at camp as a
reserve section, the other two
sections set their ambush. After a
short wait, the enemy (3 section)
patrolled across the known enemy
supply route and came under attack.
They quickly withdrew from contact
and hurried back to camp, and we all
enjoyed being serenaded by cadet Ian
Tam’s harmonica playing.

The next day, 1 and 2 section carried
out a fighting patrol to maintain a visible
presence over the area. Four section attacks
later and all enemy positions were
destroyed and the cadets happily patrolled
back to the bivvy for a spot of weapon
cleaning and a ration pack lunch.
Meanwhile, the 8 RAF cadets enjoyed a day
at RAF Leeming where Flt Lt James Harris
(Rob’s dad) took them for a tour of the
hanger in 100 squadron and they all had a
sit in his hawk. The cadets also enjoyed
flying the Grob tutors, where they enjoyed
some sight-seeing and most took control
and performed some sky aerobatics.
Drill was the evening activity (a good
excuse for cadets to clean their kit and
polish their boots) after the 24 hour
exercise. Sgt McAllister made an excellent
drill marker and the drill sergeant certainly
put the troops through their paces. In the
inspection phase, lance corporal Jack
Butterwick tricked sgt Halliday into
thinking his name was Jose from Chile and
spoke very little English.
The TIBUA (training in built up
areas), or as corporal Ricardo Allen likes to
describe it as FISH AND CHIPS (fighting in
someone’s house and causing havoc in public
spaces) was the next day’s activity. The day
was split into three sections; entry drills,
room clearance and urban patrolling. Colour
sergeant Becky Nichols and sergeant Rob
Harris made excellent demonstrators and
ensured that all cadets could throw a
grenade, stack up and safely enter an
unknown house. Lance corporals Aiden
Williams, Max Myhan and Lizzie Burton
gave some good points when looking at the
differences between urban and rural

patrolling. Sgt Kieran Bleasby made an
excellent section commander and safely got
his section across the mercy dash. Colour
sergeant Becky Nichols was on the ball, and
quickly got her section into a baseline and
was efficient in driving her patrol into safety.
The range day brought a mixed
batch of weather, but the cadets enjoyed a
round robin of activities including the
DCCT, shot gun and some live firing details.
Lance corporal Aaron Cheung had an
outstanding grouping meaning that his
position and hold of the rifle were excellent.
Everyone enjoyed a bit of friendly
competition during the shotgun activity; in
the ‘Winner Stay On’ competition, lance
corporals Williams and Burton were pipped
to the post by sgt Bleasby, and in the quick
draw, it was lance corporal James Clough
and sergeant Katie Baxter that enjoyed their
winning streak. Each cadet had 50 rounds
on the live range, and with the HPS (highest
possible score) of 40, sergeant Alex Scopes
beat out all competition with 35.
Thursday was our only adventure

training based day, located at Adrenaline in
Richmond. Colour sergeant Nichols and
sergeant Harris were chosen for the senior
cadet leadership challenge, with Becky
acting as 2IC. The rest of the cadets
participated in a number of teamwork
activities, with sergeants Bleasby and
Scopes and lance corporal Myhan jumping
the leap of faith, not only from a 60ft pole,
but also blindfolded. Lance corporal Cheung
did particularly well in the Jacob’s ladder
competition. Finally, everyone took part in
the Krypton factor assault course (the
muddiest in the world), with colour
sergeant Nichols, sergeant McAllister and
lance corporals Catherine Stevenson and
Jack Butterwick being key players in the
winning team, of course!
The final day was the tactics day. The
stands were run by infantry soldiers with real
life front line experience, and cadets enjoyed
being taught skills that are actually used by
the British Army today. After a morning of
training, the afternoon enabled the cadets to
put into practice some aggressive patrolling

through the woods with replica American
style weapons but in the form of paintball
guns. Cadets enjoyed knocking down the
targets as they came under fire from enemy
positions in the tree lines.
All cadets were a pleasure to take
away for the week and were certainly a
credit to the contingent. It makes the
officer’s task of nominating cadets for the
prize giving ceremony that we hold at the
end of the week extremely difficult. The
Kean Shield, awarded to the best Y10, went
to lance corporal Lizzie Burton, with lance
corporal Aiden Williams as the runner up.
The Mike ‘Huggy’ Huggins trophy, awarded
to the officer’s cadet went to colour sergeant
Becky Nichols and the Jarvis Shield,
awarded to the cadet’s cadet, went to lance
corporal Aiden Williams with lance corporal
Ian Tam as the runner up. This year we also
had a new trophy to award; the Johnston
Evans cup for leadership. This was awarded
to sergeant Katie Baxter, with sergeant
Hamish McAllister as the runner up.
Major C E Connor
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SPORTS DAY 2019

Sports Day this year took on a new format, with the boys’
field events taking place in the morning whilst the girls
competed on the track. After a break for a BBQ lunch,
which was enjoyed by all, they swapped over and competed
in the opposite events. This new format also saw the
inclusion of triple jump for the girls, so new records were
set in these events.
The weather was kind to us and helped to make the day
enjoyable, and contributed to three new records being set on the
track, two of which went to Rachel Bennet when she completed the
Senior girls’ sprint double, and she was also a member of the record
breaking 4x 100m from Bowes. The girls’ events also saw one other
new record, set by Ellie Jones in the Junior girls’ shot.
As always, the House competitions were taken very seriously;
the Junior boys competition was very close, with only three points
separating Dale and Tees, Dale being victorious. The Cowling Cup
for the 4X 100m relays was also a close event, with the winners being
Dale. In the Paul Johnson Cup for the House relays, Tees were the
victors. Bowes House were the leading House in the girls’
competition, taking a clean sweep of the trophies
Many thanks to pupils and staff for all their efforts, ensuring
that it was an enjoyable and successful day.
FN

House Competitions

House Competitions

Junior Boys
U13 Athletics Shield – Dale

Junior Girls
Seddon Shield – Bowes

Intermediate Boys
Cutler Cup – Tees

Intermediate Girls
McGill Cup – Bowes

Senior Boys
Child Cup – Dale

Senior Girls
Ellison Cup – Bowes

House Relays
The Paul Johnson Cup - Tees

House Relays
The Richard Child Cup –
Bowes

4X 100m relays
Cowling Cup – Dale
Overall Boys
Ellis Cup – Dale
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4x 100m Relays
The Mark Fuller Cup – Bowes
Overall Girls
Parkin Cup – Bowes

Junior Boys		
Inter Boys		
100m
Rhys Jenkins
13.44s
Corbyn Ainsley
11.82s
200m
Charles Thompson 28.19s
Corbyn Ainsley
26.42s
400m
Charles Thompson 1.06.26m
Ethan Swan
57.71s
800m
Daniel Richardson
2.32.73m
Ethan Swan
2.32.54m
1500m
Daniel Richardson
5.03.35m
Benjamin Mounfield
5.34.28m
3000m					
Long Jump
Charlie Thompson
4.35m
Corbyn Ainsley, Thomas Ross 5.20m
High Jump
Lewis Huddleston
1.25m
Joseph Brookes
1.60m
Triple Jump
Jonathan Burgess
9.8m
Thomas Ross
11.31m
Discus
Jacob Butterill
23.55m
Jack Wells
27.07m
Shot
Henry Turnbull
7.52m
Daniel Hughes
10.93m
Javelin
Euan Metcalf
20.75m
William Beanland
29.50m
Tug of War
Tees		
Tees		
House Relay
Tees
2.11.17m
Tees
1.58.65m
4x100m
Tees
58.10s
Dale
50.79s
Victor Ludorum Charles Thompson		
Corbyn Ainsley		

100m
200m
300/400m
800m
1500m
Long Jump
High Jump
Triple Jump
Discus
Shot
Javelin
Tug of War
House Relay
4x100m
Victrix Ludorum

Junior Girls		
Theadora Wilks
14.97s
Laura Burgess
31.14s
Laura Burgess
49.26s
Adele Dry
3.00.86m
Ellie Jones
5.52.73m
Theadora Wilks
3.97m
Ellie Jones
1.30m
Heather Brown
7.55m (NR)
Ellie Jones
17.81m
Ellie Jones
9.04m (NR)
Scarlett Sinclair
16.30m
Longfield		
Bowes
1.43.79m
Bowes
1.01.23m
Ellie Jones		

Inter Girls		
Jessicca Dixon
13.39s
Evie Hole-Todd
29.65s
Eve Pepper
51.71s
Beth Wilson
2.51.95m
Beth Wilson
6.13.40m
Evie Hole-Todd
3.92m
Maddy Tyrell-Edwards
1.25m
Beth Wilson
9.91m (NR)
Lucy Hewitt
17.60m
Lucy Hewitt
7.32m
Isabel Burgess
30.20m
Bowes		
Bowes
2.11.78m
Bowes
56.68s
Beth Wilson		

Senior Boys
Nicholas Ingram
Nicholas Ingram
Oscar Jacques
Charles Metcalfe
Archie Hunt
Archie Hunt
Max Pepper
Cameron Lewis
Tomas Nicholson
Archie Coward
Louis Peacock
Rufus Fox
Tees
Northumberland
Dale
Max Pepper

Senior Girls
Rachel Bennet
Rachel Bennet
Lilia Schaible
Lilia Schaible
Maddy Forsyth
Lilia Schaible
Georgie Rhodes
Georgie Rhodes
Liberty Helyer
Rebecca Colinson
Nora Jacobi
Bowes
Longfield
Bowes
Lilia Schaible

11.37s
23.76s
56.2s
2.20.92m
4.34.64m
10.31.90m
5.63m
1.60m
11.12m
32.86m
10.92m
37.6m
2.17.88m
49.22s

12.43s (NR)
26.04s (NR)
1.15.28m
2.59.90m
6.21.68m
4.21m
1.40m
10.38m (NR)
19.04m
7.61m
28.30m
2.16.40m
55.5 0s (NR)
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EPQ – SCARLETT O’HARA’S DRESS

YEAR 7 & 8 MULTIDISCIPLINARY
WEEK 2019
Our third multi-disciplinary week for Years 7 and 8 had the most ambitious theme yet: what will
Teesdale – and indeed the world – be like in 50 years’ time? 2019 is the 50th anniversary of the first
Moon landing, which left the world excited about the possibilities that the conquest of space would
bring. Much has changed, of course, but not in the ways we expected. So what important issues
might we face in 2069?
As ever, the two year groups were split up into a number
of teams, with everyone given a role to work on one of four
main areas: climate, sustainability, technology and society.
Each team produced pieces of work in all of the four areas,
but an important part of their brief was that they had to agree as a
team on the single most important factor facing the world in 2069
– and articulate why. The work was presented by each team at an
exhibition in Big School, which was attended by teachers, other
pupils, parents and governors. A team of judges, including our
Deputy Head of School (Academic) Tamara, spoke to all of the
teams, listened to their arguments and found it really very difficult
to come up with a decision about the winners.
The quality of the work produced by all seven teams, and the
depth of thinking that was required to produce it, was extraordinary.
We saw models of futuristic housing, solar and wind energy
efficiency experiments, written reports, posters, documentary videos,

podcasts, a cake and more than one song performance.
Although difficult to pick one single winner overall, team E
were victorious, with the judges noting their excellent team-work
and their thoughtful and creative analysis of the most important
issue facing society in 2069: maintaining happiness. Very well done
to all the team: Joe Chisman, Sian Davidson, Bea Dolby, Thomas
Eardley, Isabelle Hawkins, Rhys Jenkins, Henry Manley, Harry
Maude, Freddie McCartney, Aasta McGregor-Towers, Felicity
Richardson, Scarlet Sinclair, George Stubbs, William Shaefer,
William Te Lintelo, Zoe Walker, Megan Wallace and Noah Welford.
The very deserving winner of the prize for best individual piece of
work was Tabitha Hilsdon from team G, for her stunning utopia/
dystopia diorama, with idyllic pastoral scene on one side and a
mirrored post-apocalyptic wasteland – complete with burnt-out car
– on the other.

When starting my project, my inspiration was historical fashion.
I wanted to create a garment for a certain era. So, I decided to
choose a historically accurate fictional character. I chose Scarlett
O’Hara, as I have particular interest in the American Civil War. My
aim was to produce a garment suitable for Scarlett O’Hara, and in
my report I discuss my research and decisions made around my
project and all the work that led me to complete a successful EPQ
artefact. My question was as follows:
Can I design and make a garment fit for the character of Scarlett
O’Hara from Gone with the Wind?
Having completed this project, I have learned how much I love
historical fashion. I knew I had a strong interest, but since completing
all the research I have found that not only my knowledge, but also my
passion, has increased. There were very few times when I found the
research a chore; the most challenging times were when I found myself
reading up on other periods of history that had nothing to do with my
project, but that I just found so interesting! Nevertheless, I was able to
keep myself on track.
Rebecca Collinson, U6th Marwood House

EPQ – BOWES’ SILVER SWAN SONG
The question was “Can I write 5 unique pieces for the Silver Swan?”
It seemed straight forward… but I did not achieve this goal.
I produced four pieces, which were all unique. Preparation is
everything especially when working out of one’s comfort zone.
My preparation included speaking directly with representatives
of the Bowes Museum - the current home of the Swan – and
research into 18th century musical nuances and themes.
The inspiration to create my artefact as pieces of music came directly from
the absence of music theory I discovered from no longer studying Music after
finishing my GCSEs.
My EPQ project was refreshing, giving me a contrast to my everyday life of
equations and formulae, with the only restraint being my keenness for research.
I feel that the project has given me a very strong head start when it comes to future
university studies. I would recommend the EPQ to anyone who wishes to develop
academic independence, or who just wants to dive into a topic that they are
passionate about.

MRT

Matthew Shovlin, U6th Dale House

EPQ – CREATING ARMATAI
My EPQ project question was: ‘Can I translate six sentences into a language of my own
creation.’ The project was a success (as exemplified below) as it culminated in the creation
of the entirely functional fictional language: Aramatai. I displayed Aramatai in two
documents: ‘Explaining Aramatai’ – a ‘user’s manual’ of the entire language that would
teach someone how to correctly use (speak, pronounce, understand and write) it correctly
– and ‘Creating Aramatai’ – an academic report explaining the entire creation process.
The project was inspired by an early fascination with the linguistic abilities and conlags of
Tolkien and his fictional word Middle Earth. Phonetically, Aramatai draws inspiration from Irish
Gaelic, Norwegian and Quenya (Tolkien’s ‘High Elvin’); grammatically, Aramatai draws inspiration
from Mandarin. This selection was an attempt to make Aramatai as different to English as possible
so that I was forced to create rather than mimic a language.
This EPQ has taught me a great many things. Most notably it has given me an in-depth
understanding of linguistics, an area in which I had virtually no prior knowledge. It has also been
invaluable in assuring me that I made the correct choice when applying to an English degree. I have
adored this project and would recommend the EPQ to any student with the dedication to follow
their own curiosity down winding roads and long nights.
An exemplar sentence – spoken in my EPQ presentation. (Pronunciation guide in brackets beneath
each line.)
Aramatai ti anh fainniffun uaten, meibt fainsnlv
*(Ar-ra-mar-tie) (tee) (arn) (fine-nee-foon) (oowa-ten) (whayb-tyou) (fine-snulv), *
ɾɑlkɑidʃu ʃiafmjen ɔd jluoti tliosumid ɛrgheigenen
*(rarlk-ear-dyoo) (sh-ayef-myen) (owd) (yloooh-tee) (tlee-oh-soom-id) (air-rg-hey-gen-en)*
I am currently speaking Aramati, the fully functional language I created for my project.

The Title Page of my report

Tamara Ullyart-Edwards, U6th Marwood House
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U13 XI Cricket

barnardian trinity sport

U15 Rounders

Cricket

U15 Boys Tennis

U13 Boys Tennis

catches in the festival and very few chances were dropped all season. I hope that the
players will continue to enjoy their cricket in the coming years and that 2nd XI can continue
to flourish next year.
JDG

1st XI

Team from: C Lewis (C), F Lockwood, F Usher, R Makepeace, L Peacock,T Newton,
C Metcalfe, J McNickle, J Newnam, O Usher.T Truss, S Metcalfe.T Ward (wkt) & W Beanland

It is difficult to write a report for this season; I was absent until half term recuperating from
my hip replacement surgery, and the majority of the second half of term was washed out
by our delightful summer rain! There were, however, some noticeable high point and
enough potential was shown for future seasons to be looked forward to.
The team was excellently led by Cameron Lewis, who also scored some valuable runs.
Ralph scored most of our runs by a long way with his free flowing bat and Theo’s leg spin
proved too much for most batsmen, for him to claim the top wicket taker’s spot. Louis
demonstrated that Tees House windows are not safe with some huge hitting against the
Durham Pilgrims; another performance that ensured we won some games.
The highlight of the season was three uninterrupted games during the festival in
Macclesfield, where we were able to field good teams and play longer format games. Some
poor bowling from Edinburgh Academy, combined with good batting from Tom Ward,
Ralph Makepeace, Finn Usher, Sam Metcalfe and Will Beanland, who scored his maiden half
century, ensured a large total of 266 was posted. Cameron shared the bowling around and
Edinburgh never really threatened and fell 90 runs short.
We were full of optimism going into day two against Rossall. We bowled first, but our
fielding seriously let the team down and they posted 214, about 30 too many. We were in
the hunt batting second, but some ‘school boy’ calling led to a couple of run outs and
eventually our innings petered out to just 125; very disappointing.
The last game of a festival is always challenging, the boys are tired and when the fixture
is against the best side, morale can sometimes be low. John and I rallied the troops and sent
them into battle against a much fancied and experienced King’s Macclesfield side. We batted
first and against some very tight bowling found the going very tough.Thankfully, Finn held
the innings together, showing his experience, good technique and, towards the end, some
big hitting, his 60 not out saved our blushes. 166 was well below par, but was a challenge for
them. We took three wickets quite early and kept them quiet for a short time, but we did
not have enough runs to play with.
I would like to finish by thanking John Lister and Becky Glenn for the work they did in
my absence and for the continued support of the ground staff in producing such good
surfaces to play on. I know Mr. Gedye, as MIC cricket for next season, has some exciting
plans to put in place and hopefully the sport at Barney will grow; there is a huge amount of
natural talent on display and I am looking forward to capturing more of it in years to come.
BCU

2nd XI
Team From: C.Townson (C), L. Rusk, J. Seymour, G. Pepper, A.Thompson, B. Ali, R. Fox,
O. Greaves, H. Rickard, J. Oliver, J. Bale, C. Coulthard, J. Butterill, J. Wells,T. Coward.
P
6

W
3

Durham School (h)
Woodhouse Grove
NSB
Barbarians
Durham School (a)
Dame Allans

L
3
Won by 7 wickets
Lost by 120 runs
Won by 2 wickets
Lost by 36 runs
Won by 3 runs
Lost by 15 runs

This was a strange season for the 2nd XI, but nonetheless a very enjoyable one.The
pressure of exams starting earlier and earlier and some poor weather meant that only one
fixture was played in the first half of term, the other five coming in the last week of term.
The early fixture was a fine home victory against Durham School. After tight bowling
from Jay Seymour and Liam Rusk in particular, Ed Lockwood and Owen Greaves both
posted high scores to overhaul Durham’s score of 110 with only three lost wickets.
When the team re-convened in July there was the inaugural Durham School 2nd team
festival to enjoy, followed by a fixture against Dame Allans – so five T20 matches in three
days. Heavy defeat against Woodhouse Grove was followed by a narrow victory over NSB
on the first day.The second day, two tight games saw the team lose to Barbarians by 30
runs but beat Durham School in a thrilling match, by just 3 runs. Another good game
against Dame Allans resulted in a narrow defeat
The team was a mixture of seniors and juniors who thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
Charlie Townson’s leadership was excellent - setting just the right tone in the field and
always encouraging his players. He also led from the front in the way he played the game.
Best batting performances came from Ed Lockwood who scored 50 against Durham and
Guy Pepper who scored 48 against Dame Allans. Rufus Fox was top run scorer overall; his
brutal hitting was effective on several occasions, and his highest score was 36. In general,
batting was limited to a few good shots, then getting out – sometimes when ‘teeing off ’ was
required but at other times a more patient or thoughtful approach could have been
adopted. Best bowling came from Jay Seymour and Liam Rusk who had the most control.
Other bowlers produced a mixture of great balls, full tosses, half-trackers and wides! Harry
Rickard looks a fine prospect whilst Rufus Fox and Bagi Ali picked up several wickets.
Team spirit was excellent and fielding was generally good – catching in particular was a
strength. Guy Pepper, Jay Seymour, Ed Lockwood, Jacob Oliver and Jack Wells all took great
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U13 XI
Team from: J. Alton, J. Burgess, J. Butterill, C. Coulthard, F. Hendrix, O. McGregor-Towers,
F. McGuire, H. Metcalf, D. Richardson, W. Shield, S. Waiter-Westgarth & N. Welford.

Batting Award - Ralph Makepeace
Bowling Award - Theo Truss
Fielding Award - Cameron Lewis
Players Player award - Ralph Makepeace

It was yet another cricket season badly affected by the weather, with five matches being
cancelled due to bad weather.The boys made the most of every opportunity that they got
to play and a memory that they will never forget is playing in horizontal sleet against
Giggleswick on the back pitch.
All of the boys contributed throughout the season, with everyone getting the
opportunity to have a bowl and bat in multiple fixtures and this highlights the depth of
talent that the year group have. As the season went on, the standard of fielding vastly
improved and the lads showed great encouragement and competitiveness in the field,
continuously challenging each other which was great to see.
Despite the poor weather affecting the season, we still managed to fit in 9 fixtures,
winning 7, only losing the 2 fixtures by 14 runs and 1 run.There were some great moments
throughout the season but the standouts were J. Burgess and C. Coulthard over 100 run
opening partnership against Giggleswick, with J. Burgess getting a half century and J. Butterill
claiming 5 wickets in one over against Newcastle School for Boys. A great season had by all
and the future looks bright for the boys.
CDMM

U12 XI
W
5

L
2

An excited gaggle of boys gathered at the end of April with a steely determination to win
fixtures and improve, and I am delighted to report that they have achieved this in its
entirety. Fixtures started with a Home match against Yarm School where a confident side
held Yarm to 73 runs in 16 overs before knocking off the runs within the overs conceding 6
wickets. A comprehensive victory but clearly identifying areas to improve.
After just 2 days, the side, buoyant in victory, headed to Giggleswick where a further
excellent bowling performance saw the opposition all out for 41 runs. In bat, the team
managed to knock off the runs for 5 wickets with the order reversed. A strong start to the
season indeed.
After a week back on the training field we welcomed Windermere School where
business resumed as usual. Windermere opened the batting but were stifled by an
impressive bowling performance, holding them to 54 runs, which were easily knocked off in
10 overs.
After a rain-filled fortnight, a gap in the weather provided an opportunity to get into
the middle to welcome Easington Academy. Barney opened the batting and were
controlled in a strong effort reaching 111 runs off 20 overs for 7 wickets.The bowling again
was excellent with 10 bowlers pegging their opponents down to 53 runs to progress to
the county cup quarter finals.
Half term and more rain were not ideal preparation for the HMC 6-a-side
tournament, but a thrilled bunch headed to Hymers College for an exciting format of the
game. Composure and control saw the boys gain momentum throughout the day beating
Pocklington by 3 runs, losing to Bradford Grammar School by 2 runs and losing to GSAL in
the quarter finals of the cup by 24 runs
The County Cup continued with a home fixture against local rivals Egglescliffe School.
Barney opened the batting and were held by a good bowling performance losing all 10
wickets for just 80 runs. A strong bowling performance was required with Egglescliffe
applying huge pressure but eventually losing by 13 runs, seeing the now unbeaten
(11-a-side) team progress to the Semi-final.
The final week of term saw two of our toughest fixtures starting with Aysgarth away,
and concluding with High Tunstall School in the county cup. Both sides proved to be
formidable opponents, teaching our boys strong lessons in field placement, consistent
bowling and excellent batting. Barney lost both fixtures by 105 runs and 37 runs
respectively.
Two losses dampened the mood of the boys at the end of what was a tremendously
successful season.The boys have grown in terms of individual skill and team cohesion and
have been a credit to the school. Further improvement will come through mental
toughness and further tactical training; however, the boys must be pleased with their
performance throughout the term. I am very proud of them.

U13 Girls Tennis

It has been an encouraging season for this enthusiastic young squad. In the first game against
Yarm, we put out a solid performance and led after the first innings.There were some good
performances whilst fielding with a strong backstop to first post combination, but Yarm had
one player who began hitting well and totted up a number of full rounders for her side to
take the game.
There was a turn in fortunes in the second match as Barney secured a convincing
victory against Durham.
The visit to St Peter’s was a game of two halves. We batted first and the St Peters side
fielded extremely well to lead at the half time break. In the second innings, we stepped up
and improved our batting, and this, together with some determined running between bases,
particularly by Lucy Dalton, allowed us to take the victory.
The final match of the season saw a close contest against Austin Friars.There was
some superb batting on display, especially from Nancy Colley, Sophie Wynn and Beth
Wilson. Success away from home in the last game was celebrated with a rare treat in the
form of a visit to McDonalds!
This team have epitomised the true Barney team spirit and have always approached
each session with enthusiasm and determination. We have worked hard to develop our
batting performance throughout the term and it has been great to observe players now
hitting with greater power and confidence. Well done to everyone.

Our next match was against Durham Johnston B.This was a very close match which
saw some great tennis from both teams, at the end of all the rubbers the scores were tied
and championship tie break set had to be played. Our newly formed pair played some
outstanding tennis managing to secure victory.
We then played a friendly against Polam; once again there were some really close
matches, but they were just too strong for us but all the boys played well. Our final match
of the season was against Whitburn. Again, the boys played some really good tennis but
were just unable to convert some of those vital points and narrowly lost.
The boys have made great progress, their match play and shot selection has improved
under the coaching of Geoff Thomas - many thanks to him for all his efforts this term.

TCB

The girls have had a mixed season.Their first match was against Yarm in the league which
was a difficult opening match.Yarm were a very strong side, and we were outclassed by
them. Our next match was also in the league against Whitburn; here the girls played some
good tennis and secured a very easy win. We then went on to play the County Knockout,
which was played in very cold and windy conditions, which the girls coped really well with.
They played some great tennis to become Durham County Champions.
The final match of the season was against Durham High in the league. Having already
played them in the County knockout we knew what their strengths were.There were
some very close matches and at the end of play the number of rubbers won resulted in a
tie, which meant we had to play a championship tie break to decide the winner.
Unfortunately, Durham’s new pairing were just too strong for us and they secured victory.
The girls have made real progress under the coaching of Geoff Thomas and Mr
Cresswell and have enjoyed their matches. Many thanks to them for their efforts and help
this term.

Tennis
U15 Boys

Team from: S Dolby, L Patrick, A Williams, J Gibson, F Hunton, O Appleyard, M Kerr,
V Beumer, J Brookes, S Dolby, M Falkingham.
P
4

Team: M Alton, D Raper, W Shaefer, F Ross-Mitchell, W Hutchinson, R Jenkins, H Walder,
E Metcalf, P Collins, O Dickinson, F Wallace, S Sehgal,T Eardley.
P
7

U15 Girls Tennis

W
1

L
3

The boys started the season well at Durham. Unusually for the first match of the season,
we played under warm and sunny conditions.The boys played some great tennis and there
were some close matches with the boys edging a win.
Whitburn were our next opponents in the league. Here, there were some excellent
matches which were very close, unfortunately Whitburn were just too strong for us.
Durham Johnston were the next opponents in league; they always have strong sides and
this year was no exception. Again there were some tight matches; however, Durham
Johnston just got the better of us. We then lost our next match to the great British weather
with St Peter’s being the victims. In the County knock out competition we were runners up
to Durham Johnston.
The boys have made real progress under the coaching of Geoff Thomas and
Mr Cresswell and have enjoyed their matches. Many thanks to them for their efforts
and help this term.
FN

U13 Boys
Team from: C Appleyard, O Mewett, W Whitburn, H Ross, A Morris, H Maude
P
5

W
2

L
3

The boys have had a good season. Our first matches came in the County Knockout
competition held at Durham Johnston.The hosts proved to be strong opposition, and there
were some close matches, and the final score did not reflect how tight some of the
matches had been. It was a tough opener to the season.
Our next matches came in the Schools’ tennis league. Our first opponents were
Staindrop. We had some great matches, and were much more comfortable than them
playing on the astroturf. Home advantage was definitely a contributing factor in our
comfortable win.

FN

U15 Girls
Team from: M Spence–Wolrich, L Hodgson, LHewitt, C Royal, N Crisp.
P
4

W
2

L
2

FN

U13 Girls
Team from: A Barker, L Burgess, C Johnson, M Johnson, L Nattrass, H Stirling, M Peart, D
Wilson.
P
5

W
4

L
1

The girls have had a great season.The first matches of the season were in the County
Knockout. Here, the girls soon found their feet, playing some great tennis.They showed they
had good tactical brains, and used this to great effect alongside great shot selection.This
enabled them to overcome good opposition to become County Champions.The next
match came in the league and saw them face some very strong opposition from Yarm.
The girls played well but Yarm were just too strong for them.
The next match was a friendly against Polam.The girls involved soon adapted to the
hard courts and played some good tennis, and were able to dominate the opposition. The
next match came in the league and was against Durham High.The girls once again played
some really thoughtful tennis and played to their strengths to secure a good win.The final
match of the season was against Whitburn in the league.There were some really close
matches and some excellent play by the girls, and they were able to draw on their
experiences and what they have learnt this year to secure another win.
The girls have grown in confidence throughout the season and have made great
progress.Their match play and shot selection has improved greatly under the coaching of
Geoff Thomas; many thanks to him for all his efforts this term.
FN

LDM

Rounders
U15

Team From: S. Wynn (C), C. Cargill, N. Colley, L. Dalton, S. Horseman-Swell,T. Hugill, E.
Lickrish, A. Robinson, A. Shovlin, C. Stephenson, A.Troman, C. Willey, B. Wilson, S. Wilks.
P
4

W
3
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5. Sat 13th
July – Winnie
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7. Mon 15th July
V&A Waterfront,
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Westerford HS
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July – The
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10. Thu 18th July
– Quad biking Transfer to
Hermanus
(Whale watching)
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SIXTH FORM
REVIEW
In January 2019 the World Economic Forum held its annual meeting
in Davos, Switzerland. 2,500 of the world’s most prominent leaders
across business, politics, finance, media and education came together
to shape global, regional and industry agendas.
It was noted that five years from now
(when many of our Sixth Formers will
be entering the world of work), over
one-third of skills that are considered
important in today’s workforce will
have changed.
It is widely reported that as soon as
the year 2020, the Fourth Industrial
Revolution (4IR) will have brought us
advanced robotics and autonomous
transport, artificial intelligence and machine
learning, advanced materials, biotechnology
and genomics. These developments are
already transforming the way we live, and
the way we work. Some jobs will disappear,
others will grow and jobs that do not even
exist today will become commonplace. What
is certain is that Barnardians will need to
continue to work on their “softer” skills in
order to keep pace.
As well as continuing to drive up
academic standards in the Sixth Form and
offering a wide range of A Level and BTEC
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opportunities, we also concentrated on
providing our students with the opportunity
to improve these necessary softer skills. The
weekly lecture programme provided
stimulating content and a rich diet of
post-18 options; ranging from talks about
the system of government in Kenya to study
programmes at universities in the US and
mainland Europe to name but a few. There
were trips to the UCAS Fair 2019 in
Tyneside, the Harrogate Apprenticeship
Fair, and a bespoke open day at
Northumbria University. Career
opportunities and guidance was available
through the Careers Convention (in its
second year) which allowed students to pick
the brains of experts in their respective
fields: law, accountancy, land economy,
education, entrepreneurship and artificial
intelligence.
The annual “Employability
Conference” for the Lower Sixth was, once
again, a highlight of the year and focussed

specifically on the key skills needed to thrive
in the 4IR and gain some practical
experience in how they are tested in a
graduate recruitment process. Pete Fletcher,
Head of Recruitment at Hitachi, came to
deliver the Hitachi-style recruitment
“game”, as well as an insight into what he is
looking for when recruiting the next
generation of emerging talent. The week
culminated in the flagship “Industry Day”
on the final day, which brought together all
the elements that the Sixth Formers had
been working on throughout the year in a
competitive environment where teams had
to design an advertising campaign for
Penny Petroleum, judged by the CEO
himself, David Penny.
Of course, all of this and more
happened with the usual sense of Barney
fun and good humour. Lectern Club
continues to go from strength to strength
and next year’s committee have a tough act
to follow. The SFCR played a huge part in
bringing the Sixth Form together at regular
social events including the muchanticipated Barn Dance, followed by the
Winter Formal, Karaoke Night and then the
Summer BBQ - complete with a giant
inflatable slide!
DJC
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UPPER SIXTH LEAVERS

SUMMER BALL

148

Barnardian Review

Barnard Castle School, Newgate, Barnard Castle, County Durham DL12 8UN
Tel: +44 (0)1833 690222 www.barnardcastleschool.org.uk
@barney_school

