STAY CONNECTED WITH Inside
6 SCHOOL NEWS
THE OB COMMUNITY
9 1960S REUNION
Visit us online
Page 3

16 BARNARDIAN NEWS
20 NEWS IN BRIEF

BARNEY

CONNECT

PUSHING PERSONAL
BOUNDARIES

ISSUE 04
TRINITY 2017

Magazine for
Barnard Castle School
alumni and supporters

2

ISSUE 04

Contact

Welcome

BARNEY CONNECT
ISSUE 04
TRINITY 2017

ALAN
STEVENS
Headmaster
Barnard Castle School

Alumni & Archive
Miss Dorothy Jones
+44 (0)1833 696025
dj@barneyschool.org.uk
Foundation Director
Mr Christopher Enticknap
+44 (0)1833 696099
cse@barneyschool.org.uk
Published in partnership with
the Old Barnardians’ Club

All correspondence to be directed
through the OB Club Secretary
President
Mr Alan Stevens
Vice President
Mr Gerry Camozzi
Chairman
Mr John Hunter

Dear Old Barnardians
As Heather and I contemplate with growing excitement our
journey to Marlborough College Malaysia in July, we have
frequently paused to reflect on how much we will miss
Barnard Castle, its great school and its wonderful people.
More specifically, we will miss the tremendous OB gatherings,
especially the thriving London Dinner each October when the years
slip away and everyone is 18 again, or so it seems from conversations
that are invariably rich with reminiscence and impish delight at the
recollection of narrow escapes and even justice being served by
Housemasters or one of my predecessors.
The warmth with which Heather and I have been embraced by the OB
community over the last seven years has been truly touching and we
have enjoyed every moment in your company. The OB Club is a
wonderful, vibrant organisation; its importance to the School has
never been greater and it has been a privilege to see it growing from
strength to strength under the harmonious leadership of its very
dedicated committee.
We will, of course, retain a link with the Old Barnardians wherever we
travel because, of course, at the end of this academic year our son
Jamie, will have the good fortune to become one of the youngest
members of the OB Club.
Thanks to AA Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh always has the mot juste: “How
lucky we are to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.”
With warmest regards for the future

OB Representative Governor
Mr Peter Hodges
OB Club Secretary
Miss Dorothy Jones
+44 (0)1833 696025
dj@barneyschool.org.uk

Barnard Castle School
Barnard Castle
County Durham DL12 8UN
Tel: +44 (0)1833 690222
Email: genoffice@barneyschool.org.uk

Alan Stevens
Headmaster and President of the Old Barnardians’ Club
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WELCOME
MESSAGES
Another departee this year will be Stuart
Everall who steps down as a teacher with
over thirty years under his belt, and I wish
him a very happy and long retirement. As an
OB Committee member for many years and
club Chair for four he has helped to guide the
club and move it forward. I’m pleased to
announce that although he is leaving his post
at the school he will continue to remain on
the Committee.

Message from the
Chairman
I’d like to welcome you to another
edition of Barney Connect which is
now in its fourth year. The breadth and
volume of Old Barnardian related
activities in the past year underline
how active the club is and reinforce the
close ties we maintain with the school.
A large part of this is down to the
Headmaster Alan Stevens who has
been invaluable in his continued and
positive support. Alan and Heather
depart from the school for a new life in
Malaysia shortly and I would like to
extend my sincere thanks and best
wishes to them from myself and the
club. He will be sorely missed.

Turning to the various events of the past
twelve months, the Old Barnardians
weekend last June saw strong numbers in
attendance on a rather soggy Saturday
afternoon preceded by a strong showing at
the Old Well the evening before. Despite the
weather, the various sporting events
(football, netball, shooting and squash)
continued as if there wasn’t a cloud in the sky.
The inaugural Autumn Gathering in
September saw far better weather and a truly
fantastic afternoon of golf, hockey, squash
and rugby. The rugby in particular was a
huge success with eight teams of varying
degrees of youthfulness and talent competing
in a touch tournament complimented by a
hog roast and beer tent serving pints of “Top
Tree” and “Old Barnardians”. Speaking of
Top Tree, this has unfortunately been felled
as part of the new housing development in
the top field, however, the trunk has been
preserved and will live on in the form of
various mementos once it has been suitably
seasoned.
Other notable highlights have been the wellattended London dinner at the East India
Club and the bi-monthly London and
Newcastle drinks, all of which are assisted by
our embrace of social media which has
become a very helpful method for keeping
people up to date on news and events.

“The breadth and volume of
Old Barnardian related activities
in the past year underline how
active the club is.”

These events are superb opportunities for
catching up, networking and reminiscing and
I urge anyone in the vicinity to come along to
future gatherings. During the year, the
Facebook and LinkedIn groups have been
bolstered by the introduction of the Old
Barnardians YouTube page, which attempts
to track down various school and OB related
clips and also includes the 1947 school film
with added commentary from Alan
Wilkinson and a segment from 1994 when it
was fully restored. In terms of reunions c.100
OBs from the 1960’s came back in May to
reminisce over lunch and tour the school
culminating in a chance to watch the Barney
1st XI play MCC. A couple of months earlier
30 of the 1997 cohort came back to celebrate
their 20 years’ reunion. Both days were a
huge success and we are very grateful for the
warm welcome extended by the school.
Finally, I would like to thank my fellow
Committee members for their time and
effort, all of whom have made an invaluable
contribution both in maintaining strong
relations with the school and also helping to
grow the reach of the club and ensuring its
continuing relevance. The unsung hero
behind all of this remains Dot Jones who has
coped admirably with the growing pressures
and demands as the club has grown over
recent years. On behalf of the Committee and
the club I extend my sincere and heartfelt
thanks to her for everything that she does to
make the club the success that it is.
Kind regards

John Hunter
Chairman of the Old Barnardians’ Club
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Message from the
Heads of School

Welcome our new
committee member

This year has brought many unexpected surprises. From
President Donald Trump to Brexit, yet we did not expect to
count our time at Barney coming to an end as one of them.
Truly, it has only just dawned on us that at the end of July we will
be leaving Barney to move on to pastures green and with this has
come a certain amount of trepidation and anticipation.
However, we both know that all the leavers of Barnard Castle
School are prepared to face the challenges the world places
before us as developed young men and women. Barney is a place
where we all have developed and we have been delighted to see
it develop with us. Personal highlights have been DofE,
musicals, and Dr Truss’ never-ending supply of maths jokes.
We will continue to hold Mr Alderson’s careers advice close
to our hearts!

This year we welcomed Lucy Parkinson to
the Committee but said farewell to Julia
Doig and Nic Crowe. We very much
appreciate their involvement over the last
few years and know that they will continue
to support the Club and its members as
often as they can.

We cannot stress enough just how crucial this school has been in defining
us and allowing us to flourish and grow. Looking at our fellow friends and
peers in Upper Sixth, we are stunned by the brilliant array of diversity and
individuality expressed by so many of this school’s students. To think that
so many of us joined this school as boys and girls, and we are now leaving as
men and women, is both remarkable and somewhat sad. Barney has always
been more of a home than a school, somewhere where we feel safe and
comfortable, and the thought of pursing our futures and the unknown is
frightening, but also exciting, knowing that Barney has equipped us with
skills that we need to succeed and thrive. We are indeed privileged to have
been given so many opportunities to develop our leadership, teamwork
and communication skills, whether it be through public speaking
competitions, participating in the Barney Run or experiencing the fierce
and intense competition of House cake decorating.
As mentioned earlier, we have seen not only each other grow but also the
school. In Lower Sixth, the sixth form centre was built and now being a year
old it seems to have found a neat place among the school buildings, it is,
now, part of the school. With this comes the departure of Mr Stevens, who,
although leaving the school, will remain part of its history for as long as it
stands. We would like to wish the Stevens family good luck in the times to
come. As one Headmaster departs, another takes the reins, and we are
delighted to see Mr Jackson relishing the opportunity to lead the school.
Although our time with Mr Jackson has been but a year, we already know
that he will continue to act with the same good humour and caring spirit his
predecessor also held. We wish Mr Jackson good luck in his new position.
To end, we want to wish everyone a happy and successful future!
Alex Booth
Head Boy

Salma Ali
Head Girl

I joined Barney as a Reception class pupil and
stayed at the school all the way to the Sixth
Form, leaving in 2013, after 14 years as a
Barnardian. As a result of this, and the fact that
my father, Tony Parkinson was a teacher at the
school, Barney always felt, and still feels, like
home. At school I was very involved in the Arts
– I learnt to play the violin, piano, xylophone
and I my final year became Head of Choir
(joint). I was a regular in school musicals,
working my way from the chorus in lower years
to bigger roles in Sixth Form.
Many of my favourite memories of school come from
my Duke of Edinburgh award, which enabled me to
volunteer with the local Brownie Guides group. I stayed
with the Brownies for over three years, and this
experience eventually led to me deciding to become a
teacher.
Following A levels I went to Newcastle University,
gaining a first class degree in English Language, before
starting my PGCE at Durham University in September
2016. My PGCE has brought me back to Barney.
Now I am on the OB Committee I hope to encourage
more current pupils to join the Club when they leave,
and to stay in touch with one another. I’m looking
forward to being involved with OB social events such as
the Quayside drinks in Newcastle, as well as
introducing some events closer to the school for those
who have stayed local
Lucy Parkinson (’13)
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Nick Talbot (Da, ’94) Bentley
Beetham Endeavour Lecture 2016
We were proud to welcome Nick Talbot (Da, ’94) as the speaker
at our biennial lecture. Nick has just become the first person
with Cystic Fibrosis to reach the summit of Mount Everest.
It has been a long journey for him as
this was his third attempt but he has
shown great endeavour and certainly
pushed his own boundaries. In 2014
whilst in Nepal waiting to go on to the
mountain there was an avalanche and
16 Sherpas were killed so the
government closed the mountain for
the season. In 2015 Nick was at
basecamp in his tent when an
earthquake hit.

“Despite high winds,
deteriorating weather
and a frozen oxygen pipe
Nick managed to make it to
the summit.”

Faced with a 300m wall of snow, ice and rock
Nick could have been badly injured.
Thankfully that was not the case and he
recovered well from broken ribs and
hypothermia. Desperate to finish what he
started Nick managed to get sponsorship for
a third attempt this year and despite high
winds, deteriorating weather and a frozen
oxygen pipe he managed to make it to the
summit where he enjoyed 15 minutes at the
top of the world.
His talk began with an exercise to help the
audience understand what it is like to live
with cystic fibrosis. All had to breathe
through a straw whilst holding their nose, for
60 seconds. It was actually quite difficult and
a number of the audience found it impossible
to last that long.
Aided by photographs showing the scale and
dangers of the mountain the audience was
totally gripped by his story and at the end
there were many questions from the floor.
What was absolutely plain to see was that
Nick had not done this for his own glory but
to raise awareness of this awful condition and
to raise money to help with research. Truly
inspirational, thank you Nick.

B A R N E Y C O N N E C T TRINITY 2 0 1 7
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125th Barnard Run

There was certainly lots of training
this year as Barnardians spent games
lessons and house activity time
training for what is affectionately
known as the ‘Barney Run’. Of course,
these days the course is not quite as
long (13 miles in 1884) and it is
postponed if the weather is, shall we
say, inclement but with this year being
the 125th run there was a celebratory
feeling in the air.
The day itself, 13 March, dawned with
perfect weather so no getting itself out of it
that way. The Prep School children were out
in force for the first time to cheer on all of
the runners. Barney Friends had hot
chocolate on the go and the medals, one for
every runner, were ready at the finish line.
Along came the OB runners – all five of them!
Ian Fraser (Du, ’86), Richard Grey (N, ’00),
Jacob Shannon (Du, ’15), Jeremy Dodd (T,
’90) and Jeremy Royle (T, ’90).

No Top Tree this year, or ever again for that
matter. After the fields were sold we
managed to save said tree. The plan is to
make honour boards and a new base for the
Barnard Cup. If all goes according to plan
you will be able to purchase your own piece
of the tree in the form of coasters/bowls etc.
but before then the tree needs to season so it
could be a few years before a purchase is
possible.
The 125th Barnard Run was won by Tees
house. We were pleased to welcome Lord
Barnard to present the Barnard Cup which
had been donated by his great grandfather
in 1892. Two new cups were awarded this
year. A cup for the junior boys winner, the
Alastair McCulloch Cup, in the name of
Alastair (Da, ’02), who was the holder of the
junior boys record and died in 2008. The
Lumley Cup was awarded to the winning
intermediate boys house. Alan Lumley (Du,
’03) died in 2016 and had been a keen
runner. We were pleased to welcome

Alastair’s parents and Alan’s sister to
present these cups on the first occasion.
A very special moment.
As well as being a spectacularly enthusiastic
crowd all of the Prep School children ran a
fun run with the Year Five and Six children
actually racing a special course. They too
received an anniversary medal.
All in all it was a fantastic day and one we
hope to build on from year to year.

“It must be admitted, that
cross-country running is not
a sport which is worth
doing badly: enjoyment is
dependent upon adequate
training.”
Barnardian magazine, 1956
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BARNARD CASTLE SCHOOL
FOUNDATION
Barnard Castle School has recently formed a Foundation to be the
focus of its fundraising efforts for capital projects and bursaries.
The coming years will see a range of fundraising initiatives that will
contribute to the school’s ambitious development plan and help
fund a significant bursary programme.
Local community engagement and sharing
of resources will play a large part in securing
local authority support and access to
additional funding.
Once our Masterplan is concluded later this
year we will be in a position to share that
vision and invite you to join with us to help
Barney realise the exciting programme of
development it represents. It is essential
that each step is visible and achievable
giving opportunity for those interested in
particular aspects to identify where they
may wish to help.

You may recall my article last year
which highlighted the formation of the
Barnard Castle School Foundation. I
am very pleased to report that
excellent progress has been made in
consolidating and expanding the
database of people wanting to assist us
in achieving our objectives. The
success and future development of
important institutions like Barney
depends greatly on the generosity and
goodwill of those willing to
participate.

I would like to encourage you to consider
supporting our objectives which are geared
towards ensuring the ongoing success of our
School. Maintaining pupil numbers and
attracting new entrants is reliant upon us
providing high quality facilities alongside
strong academic achievement.
May I remind everyone that there are a host
of activities going on at Barney throughout
the year to which Old Barnardians are
always welcomed thanks to the kind
hospitality of the Headmaster. Our
treasured Secretary, Dot Jones, will be
happy to keep you informed of events if you
contact her.
Best wishes

My previous message referred to two priority
capital projects namely a sports hub and a
new science block to house Chemistry and
Biology subjects. Taking account of feedback
from a number of sources and the need for us
to apply a structured approach to whole
school development, we have embarked on a
master planning exercise which includes
these priorities looking forward 20/25 years.
This is creating a vision for Barney that places
each piece of the developing infrastructure in
the best location with bespoke facilities for
delivering excellence in all activities.

Peter Hodges (Y,’72)
Chairman of Barnard Castle School
Foundation

Repairs to the Pepperpot
The Pepperpot was damaged during
Storm Desmond in 2015 so quite
extensive work was needed to repair it.
After months of repair, hidden under
blue plastic sheets, it is now back to its
former glory.

B A R N E Y C O N N E C T TRINITY 2 0 1 7
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BARNARDIAN
1960S REUNION 10 MAY 2017
On a bright sunny day in May the school was once again filled
with stories of years gone by as almost 100 Old Barnardians
who had left school in the 1960s attended their reunion.

Mike and Philip Tarry arrived in their Austin A7
which they used to hide. In those days pupils were
not allowed to have their own cars here. This time it
took pride of place near the Chapel and caused quite
a stir amongst our current students.
Some OBs had travelled from as far away as America, New
Zealand, Spain and France. Many thanks to Les and Elizabeth
Dodds and Malcolm McCallum who once again helped the
day run smoothly.

Attendees
Dickie Bird, Bob Bishop, David Blakely, Stephen Brenkley,
Ian Brown, William Brown, David Collins, Ian Cowley, Chris
Coxon, George Cross, Richard (Dick) Davison, Trevor Dent,
Miles Dixon, Nigel Dodds, Rob Edwards, Alan Fairs, Keith
Fawcett, David Ford, Lionel Gibson, Steve Graham, Geoffrey
Harris, Philip Hastings, Richard Hatfield, Tim Heald, John
Hertrich, Ian Hirst, Martin Hirst, Peter Holley, Peter Holmes,
Peter Hurst, Peter Jackson, Ian Johnson, Alan Kellett,
Anthony Kirkup, Ray Lee, Edmund Levie, John Lingford,
Charles Martin, Peter Middleton, Richard Miers, Bill
Mitchell, Ian Morgan, Barry Noble, Denys Orme, Tim Parke,
Bryan Patterson, David Peat, John Peat, Keith Piggott, Ian
Porritt, Richard Porritt, John Preston, Michael Procter, Ian
Proud, Thomas Rawle, Malcolm Rayfield, Richard Rees,
Graham Ridley, Chris Robinson, John Robinson, Brian
Sargeant, George Short, David Slater, Dan Smith, Mike
Smith, Peter Smith, Keith Snowdon, Allan Stannard, Peter
Stephenson, Dick Tappin, Mike Tarry, Philip Tarry, Phil
Thompson, Eric Turnbull, John Wardle, Trevor Wardle,
Derek Watson, Frank Whately, John N White, Nick Williams,
Robat Williams, Nick Willings, Terry Wright, Terry Yarrow.
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BARNARDIAN
1960S REUNION 10 MAY 2017

‘Such a warm atmosphere,
and I don’t mean the heating.’

‘So much has changed
but it still feels the same.’
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‘We felt very
welcome.’
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BARNARDIAN
1960S REUNION 10 MAY 2017

‘Barney definitely made me the
person I am today.’

‘Good job we had name badges!’
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‘So much has
changed but it still
feels the same.’
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Summer gathering
A great weekend where not
even inclement weather
could dampen the spirits.
The weekend began with a very
civilised few drinks in the Old Well on
Friday night.
After the usual struggle to get the teams
together a fine group of talented OBs
arrived to take on the school. All was going
well until the heavens opened and there was
a torrential downpour. Ever the heroes the
footballers carried on – soaked through to
the skin but determined not to give in.
Despite the OBs best efforts School won the
day and the Challenge Shield was presented
to the football captain at Nailing Up.
Our thanks must go to Chris Wayman
(football), Dan Swires (cricket), Zoe
Wilkinson (netball) and Geoff
Hetherington (shooting) for organising
the teams.

“Despite the OBs best
efforts School won the day.”

B A R N E Y C O N N E C T TRINITY 2 0 1 7
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BARNARDIAN
NEWS
1997 Leavers Reunion,
March 2017

Autumn
Gathering
2016
What a great way to spend a Sunday
in September. The sports were well
supported with eight teams in the
Touch Rugby (including Al’s Gals) a
women’s hockey team who played
with vim and vigour considering their
night out the previous evening and a
few very talented squash players.
The golf competition took place at
Barnard Castle Golf Club at the
same time with the golfers then
joining everyone for a hot pork roll
and a pint.

It started with an end of final year
photo on Facebook when everyone
realised it would soon be 20 years
since we left school and that it was
time we had a reunion.
Thirty one signed up for the daunting yet
exciting prospect of seeing old friends, some
fifth year leavers we hadn't seen since 1995.
Great effort was made by all to come back to
Barnard Castle with some flying in from
London, Scotland, Northern Ireland, Jersey,
Vienna, Dubai and even Australia.
The stunning new Sixth Form Centre was the
meeting point on the day and as soon as each
OB entered the room the hand shakes, hugs
and smiles soon followed.
Dot Jones, the OB Secretary, led us on a tour
through our old haunts and new. A surprise
to many was seeing the second floor of
central hall covered over and a communal
area for boarders in its place. There were also
gasps when turning the corner from ‘Back
Porch’ to see a fabulous extension on the
cricket pavilion and impressive IT building
across the fields.

We arranged a little surprise on the day with
the arrival of nine teachers who taught
during our last year. The instilled need to still
call them Sir and Miss was apparent but the
cheekier amongst us went straight for first
names!
The reunion carried on with a meal in the
evening at Cross Lanes Restaurant where the
catch ups continued after which we reverted
back to our youth and headed to the bars of
Darlington.
The reunion was a great success thanks to
the school, the OB club and the enthusiasm
of our old class mates. It also raised over £90
for the charity CRY. See you at the 50 year
reunion?!
Katie Duncombe (née Yeadon, M, ’97)

We were able to offer two special brews, Top
Tree and 40 year Reunion, which were
brewed by Mithril Ales owned by Peter
Fenwick (Du, ’76) and the hog roast
provided by Tim Johnson (Du, ’70).
The touch teams were playing for the
Lumley Cup which was presented in
memory of Old Barnardian Alan Lumley
who died earlier in the year whilst running
the Wilmslow half marathon.
Hope to see this event continue now long in
to the future.

B A R N E Y C O N N E C T TRINITY 2 0 1 7
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Happiness is the journey not the destination
(unless it’s The Seychelles)
My dream has always been to sail from England to Seychelles
and once there to run a yacht charter business. Well, the
Dream was achieved on Thursday 9 March 2017 at 16.30
having left Southampton on 20 September 2016.
Having sailed to Brest in France, Tina
and I met up with a yacht-master
instructor who was to assist us with
the first challenge of our journey, the
dreaded Biscay crossing! The
crossing turned out to be a threesegmented affair.
Day one was perfect sailing and a breeze.
The second day turned into a roller coaster
ride where at one point we fell backwards
down a rather large wave. On day three we
found ourselves on a mill pond with the
engine doing the hard miles. During day
two the yacht-master instructor was as sick
as a dog and useless for the purpose he was
there for. Luckily Alexander, our son, and a
friend of ours, had also joined us for the
crossing and were a great crew. We survived
and arrived in beautiful Vigo four days after
leaving Brest.
For the next three months we made our way
down the Portuguese coast, through the
Gibraltar straits, Southern Spanish coast,
the Balearics, Sardinia, Italian mainland,
Sicily and Crete. There were times when we
had four metre plus waves and wind gusting
above 45 knots. Our Christmas was spent in
Rethimno, Crete, with a lovely
multinational yacht community, while
waiting for a weather window for the Crete
to Egypt crossing.
We arrived in Port Said, Egypt in January
and entered the Suez Canal. Once we got
past the baksheesh issue, the Egyptians
turned out to be wonderfully hospitable
people. The highlight of Egypt was a visit to
Cairo and the Pyramids. We also met the
Egyptian 007 after we wandered into an
Egyptian Naval base which had been

indicated on the chart as a yacht anchorage!
He was wonderful and helped us to get wifi,
telephone communications and fuel. I now
possess an Egyptian naval commander’s cap.
After Egypt we sneaked quietly past Sudan
and Saudi Arabia. No one noticed us but 100
miles, or so, into Yemen we certainly got
noticed. Following an incident where a local
boat chased us, we hid behind Jabal Zubayr
Island for four days during a storm. Whilst
there we met with human nature at its best
as Yemeni fishermen brought us supplies,
including fish, rice and 200 litres of diesel,
all for free. They also formed a ring of boats
around us to protect us from the baddies for
the four days of the storm!!
The Saudi Arabian Navy helped us with
more supplies and diesel after the storm.
HMS Al-Madina 702 even presented us with
a shield from her Commander and crew, as
well as another naval commander’s cap.

anchor at Bird Island and we were now well
into Seychelles waters. Bird Island was a
beautiful rest point; we caught dozens of
fish and got re-supplied with clean diesel
from the hotel. After a rest and seeing the
wonder of baby turtles being released into
the ocean we headed for Port Victoria 60
miles away. We moored up at Eden Island
at 1630 on 9 March 2017.
Now we are settled and have continued our
dream to start a yacht charter business. We
would love to host any Old Barnadians and
offer a 15% discount on any bookings we
receive quoting Barnard Castle School.
Check us out at seyscapes.co.uk and join us
on Facebook.
Edwin Adrienne (N, ’86)

We re-started our journey southwards and
fought against wind, waves, and tide
through Bab El Mandeb. Having struggled
against the elements and another chase we
used up much of our precious fuel and our
only option was to stop in Djibouti. Djibouti
is a great place but to refuel involved a taxi,
jerry cans and the dinghy!
After leaving Djibouti we tacked our way
into an east wind and two knots of tide to
Suqutra Island in ten days. Our water tanks
became contaminated but luckily we were
helped by two other vessels in the area that
dropped off bottles of mineral water.
Gratefully we turned into the Indian Ocean
proper and started southwards again.
Another 12 days and 1200 miles later,
including crossing the equator, we dropped

“We would love to host any
Old Barnadians.”
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Leeds2London Challenge 2017
Registered mental health
nurse Joe Faulkner set
himself a monumental
challenge to raise money
for the charity Rethink
Mental Illness.
Over 10 days in April this year I
completed a 262.2 mile run from
Leeds to London, finishing with the
London Marathon. After months of
training over the winter, I finally set
off from Leeds on 14 April. The whole
journey worked out to 10 marathons
in 10 days. I ran through Barnsley,
Chesterfield, Northampton,
Nottingham, Leicester,
Northampton, Milton Keynes, Luton,
Watford and then Central London.
My longest run was 36.5miles through the
countryside of Leicestershire on what was a
disused railway track now turned into a
cycle way. To experience the whole journey
was incredible. From setting off outside
Leeds town Hall with the local press there
and ITV, being nervous of having to run
through dark disused railway tunnels, to
finding myself getting stuck in a field
somewhere outside of Milton Keynes,
I had the most amazing adventure.
I set myself this challenge to raise money for
the charity Rethink Mental Illness. I am a
registered mental health nurse and
unfortunately see first-hand the stigma
attached to mental health issues and the
impact this has on the lives of those
concerned. Rethink Mental Illness work
hard to reduce this stigma and raise
awareness. No one should be treated
differently because they are having
difficulties with their mental health and no
one should ever feel uncomfortable
supporting/listening when someone is
struggling. The money I have raised will pay
for mental health first aid and awareness

training to be delivered to organisations,
companies, groups, schools and
individuals.
The London Marathon this year was the
mental health marathon and I was proud to
be a part of it. There is a need for more open
and public conversations around mental
health and this was for me the biggest
achievement of the marathon this year.
With my fundraising currently at £8,500
and the aim of raising £10,000, I really
hope my challenge has added to the
conversations around mental health. I can’t
thank enough those who have donated,
liked and commented on Leeds2London.
I’m not sure what the future holds but I
know that this challenge has only made me
want to push myself further and continue to
Stop Stigma…bring on 2018!
Joe Faulkner (Du, ’04)

“I’m not sure what the
future holds but I know
that this challenge has only
made me want to push
myself further.”
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London Dinner 14 October 2016

Oxford Lunch
On Saturday 7 May 2016 the
Headmaster, Alan Stevens, hosted
lunch in the magnificent panelled Old
Hall of Mansfield College, Oxford.
The event was well attended by three
dozen OBs, parents and a current
pupil, as well as former, current and
incoming staff.
Tony Jackson, who takes over the reins as
Headmaster in September 2017, attended
as incoming Second Master, accompanied
by his wife Dawn. Thanks are due to Miles
Dixon, (T, ’67) who suggested the event,
played a large part in its planning, and
supplied photographs of the day. Miles
attended with his wife Sue.

In early October 80 Old Barnardians
from all over the country and from all
eras met together at the East India
Club for this annual event. It is
without doubt a very popular evening
as groups of old friends gather for
drinks before dinner in the Clive
room. Some people haven’t seen each
other for years and take the
opportunity to catch up on personal
news as well as reminiscing about
school days.

The bar stayed open for a while after the
dinner. Those of us who had to get up to
travel back to Barney early the next day
went off to bed but rumour has it that the
party continued long into the night in the
local bars!
I highly recommend this event as one
not to be missed.
Dot Jones (OB Secretary)

The Headmaster and Chairman of the Club
gave interesting speeches and at 9:00pm we
had the traditional toast to absent friends –
remembering in particular Rev. Walter
Goundry who had been a life–long
supporter of the Club and in particular the
London Dinner.

“Some people haven’t seen each other for
years and take the opportunity to catch up
on personal news as well as reminiscing
about school days.”
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Benny Fry (N, ’76), Robin Moon (N, ’76)
and Mark Hodgson (N, ’77) at the first day
of the third test at Lords between England
and Sri Lanka in July 2016. Mark’s son Ed
has been a member of the Physics staff at
Barney for the academic year 2016/17.

Look who met up at the Best of Britannia
Exhibition in London, September 2016!
Patrick Grant (Y,’90) who along with his
Savile Row tailors Norton & Sons, eTautz,
Hammond and Co. and judging the Great
British Sewing Bee, now also runs
Community Clothing.

and CEO of Hotel Chocolat where he still
tastes every recipe personally – tough job but
someone has to do it!
Nick Talbot (Da, ’94) will be the speaker at
Speech Day 2017. Having climbed Everest
Nick has now decided that he should attempt
all Seven Summits to continue his fund
raising efforts for the CF Trust. In 2016 Nick
received the Point of Light Award from the
then Prime Minister, David Cameron.
Janey Lowes (Ma, ’07) was also recognised
by the Prime Minister in the same way in 2016
for her tireless efforts for the charity she
founded to care for street dogs in Sri Lanka,
WeCare. Jane has appeared on Look North
and Inside Out describing her work. We also
congratulate her on winning Vet of the Year at
the Animal Hero Awards, sponsored by the
Daily Mail and RSPCA.

which he then decommissioned. During his
tenure he debriefed David Cameron alone for
two hours and was pictured in the Telegraph.
Although very honoured to receive the award
Ed feels that it is one of those awards where it
can’t be given to everyone and as a result the
chap at the head of it all has the pride of
accepting it on behalf of all those involved.
Congratulations to Kyle Booysens (Y, ’08)
who was highly commended for the MBA
Student of the Year Award at a recent
ceremony in Manchester. Students from
approximately 260 business schools globally
are involved. Kyle completed his full-time
MBA at Alliance MBS in 2016 and now works
as an Investment Banking Analyst at
international technology investment banking
group GP Bullhound. Two other points of
interest, he took his Gran to the awards
ceremony and whilst studying for his MBA he
just happened to row around the UK for
charity!
Patrick Grant (Y, ’90) won Celebrity
Mastermind in January 2017. He chose the
life of Ralph Lauren as his specialist subject.
Lying in second place at the end of the first
round he won by reaching the highest score in
the general knowledge round.

David Osborne (T, ’89) the Managing
Director of Roman whose company is a
leading international shower designer and
manufacturer based in the North East.
Congratulations to David and his team as
Roman have recently received The Queen’s
Award for Enterprise for International Trade,
and have been listed in the top 1000 fastest
growing companies in Europe.

Angus Thirlwell (N, ’81) has been named
by Debretts as one of the 500 most influential
people in the UK. Angus is the co-founder

Glenn Hugill (T, ’88) has a new TV
production company called Possessed and in
conjunction with ITV has launched a new quiz
show called ‘5 Gold Rings’ which is presented
by Philip Schofield.
Ed Challis MBE (N, ’05) formerly of 4 Scots,
The Highlanders, Royal Regiment of Scotland
has now left the Army and has used his
entrepreneurial skills (these seem to be a
common OB trait) to form a new business
called Umami Fifth Taste Ltd., a mobile food
business selling fresh cooked food and curry
kits which each contain a unique spice blend,
a fresh authentic paste and fresh kaffir lime
leaves or curry leaves. The range includes
curries from Indonesia, Thailand, Cambodia,
India, Singapore and Malaysia. The ‘spice
wagon’ has proved to be very popular at the
Pitt Street markets and at the Edinburgh
Festival. This is a world away from his Army
career where during his last posting, in
Afghanistan, he was in Reconnaissance or
Recce (ahead only the enemy!), and ran the
last outpost called Sterga 2 for nine months

Some happy faces at the Hong Kong Sevens Phil Wilkinson (T, ’85), Simon Crowther
(T, ’83), Gary Underwood (T, ’83) and
John Oates.

Congratulations to Richard Mandeville
(Da, ’98) who received the National Ocean
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We welcome your latest news and photographs.
Submit online at www.barnardiansreconnected.org.uk
or email development@barneyschool.org.uk
Industries Association (NOIA) Rising Star
Award in 2017. Richard works for
TechnipFMC Canada Ltd. The following is
taken from the Noia website:
‘The Rising Star Award was launched in 2014
to recognize the talents of an impressive
individual who is 40 years old or younger and
has made remarkable strides in their role in
the local oil & gas industry. This year’s award
winner, Richard Mandeville, P.Eng, certainly
fits the bill. Since joining Technip Canada Ltd.
in 2005, he has made a significant
contribution to the company through his
multi-project experience both onshore and
offshore in the Grand Banks, Gulf of Mexico
and North Sea markets. Currently working
an internal secondment as Asset Manager for
TechnipFMC’s five construction and s-lay
vessels with TechnipFMC’s Marine
Operations Services department in Aberdeen,
he manages in excess of 900 individuals when
the vessels are in operation. In this role, he
also serves as an ambassador for the province
and the country.’
Lewis Fieldhouse (N, ’07) released his
debut album ‘Theodore Washington and the
Central Valley’ earlier this year and the track
‘Goodbye’ has already passed the 500k mark
on Spotify. If you would like to know more
about Lewis his website is
http://www.lewisfieldhouse.com

Giles Deacon (T, ’88) was recently in the
news as he designed the wedding dress of
Pippa Middleton, the sister of the Duchess
of Cambridge.
Nick Bilton (’87) lives in the USA and is a
journalist, working as a special
correspondent for Vanity Fair. He is also an
author. His books include Hatching Twitter,
I live in the Future, Here’s How and his
latest novel American Kingpin: The Epic
Hunt for the Criminal Mastermind behind
the Silk Road Drugs Empire.
We were pleased to receive this photograph
of Clare Lomas (L,’86) with Andrew (T,
’86) and Don (T, ’89) Turnbull. Clare
wrote ‘I was an early years girls boarder. I
boarded at the local vicar’s house for two
years and returned for the Christmas term
1986 with Siobhan Casson and we both lived
in rooms on site in the old Longfield
building used by the Prep School. Andrew
Turnbull and I were in the same year and I
haven’t seen him for 31 years. Don is
younger. Their mother Fiona was my
housemistress. I now work with Don at
Northumbria Army Cadet Force. We are
both volunteers, he is a detachment
instructor at Hexham and I’m the ‘County’s
Public Relations Officer’.

Richard J Thompson (Du, ’01) has
recently released a new single ‘London’.
You can hear it on Spotify and find out more
about Richard’s music at
https://rjthompsonmusic.com
Douglas Taylor (N, ’45) recently celebrated
his 90th birthday with a surprise visit to
school where he had a good look round and
recalled many stories of his time here. His
visit finished in the dining hall where the
whole of the Prep School sang happy birthday
and presented him with a card and cake.

In 2016 Matthew Swan (T, ’06) received a
nomination for the ‘Young People’s Comic
Award 2016’ which is part of the British
Comic Awards, for his book Parsley Girl:
Carrots.

Congratulations to chef James Close (T,
’98) who has now been awarded a second
Michelin star and was voted ‘Best NE
Restaurant’ by the Secret Diner. For the last
few months James has been busy overseeing
the building of a new kitchen at the Raby
Hunt and a ‘living wall’. He has also
produced a speciality chocolate range which
was on sale in Fenwicks.

Actor Dylan Emery (T, ’92) was at school
recently to support the Director of Drama,
Scott Edwards, as he hosted the NISDA
Annual Conference. Dylan also had the
opportunity to meet up with his former
teacher, Andy Moorhouse whom Dylan
credits with helping to develop his love of
improvisation.

At the same drama conference Kevin
Whately (N, ’69) gave the ‘Sunday chat’ in
which he described his time at school and his
TV/stage career. At the end of this
introduction he took questions which ranged
from ‘who is your favourite director’ to ‘what
did you learn from John Thaw’.
Phil Mews (Du,’88) has just published his
first book ‘Orphan Boys’ which tells the
story of his childhood including his time
at Barney.
Congratulations to Samantha Legg (L, ’06)
and Phil Tinkler (T, ’95) who have trained
for eight weeks to take part in boxing
competitons to raise money for Cancer
Research.
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Tom Moorhouse’s (T, ’94) latest book The
New Adventures of Mr Toad - the Race for
Toad Hall is now available.

Colonel Mike Taylor MBE (Du, ’91) has
received the Freedom of the City of London.

Rob Andrew (Y, ’81) has taken up the role
of Chief Executive Officer, Sussex Cricket.

Congratulations must go to Afolabi Kuti
(N, ’99) who was awarded a BAFTA for the
short film ‘Home’ which he produced.

William Wearmouth (N, ’01) has recently
been made a Freeman of the City of London
and Livery in the Worshipful Company of
Woolmen.

Tony (T, ’87) and Rory (T, ’81)
Underwood went to RAF Leeming to take
part in the celebrations for the centenary of
100 Squadron in May 2017.

2016 was a busy but very successful year for
Jacob Shannon (Du, ’15). He became the
current National Under 20 Duathlon
Champion and qualified to represent Great
Britain at the World Age-Group
Championships, in Cozumel, Mexico in
autumn 2016. He did extremely well in the
competition and came 5th overall. However,
as he was the second placed GB athlete in his
age group it meant that he automatically
qualified for the World Championships in
Rotterdam in 2017. Jacob has Haemophilia B
(severe). Many people his age, with his
condition, spend weeks at a time in hospital,
due to joint and muscle bleeds rendering
them immobile. He is very lucky therefore, in
the way that his condition manifests itself, as
he is able to manage it effectively. At school
Jacob was a member of the swimming and
cross country teams. He is now at the
University of Leeds studying Sport and
Exercise Science, where next year he will be
the captain of the Triathlon Club.

Dr Duncan Lorimer (T, ’85) is a Professor
of Astronomy at West Virginia University
and the recent Horizon programme included
a piece on the Lorimer Burst, a radio wave
phenomenon discovered by Duncan and
named after him.

Anja Madhavani (B, ’08) is training to run
the Marathon Des Sables in April 2018. The
run is 150 miles over 7 days in the Sahara
Desert. Anja is hoping to raise £9,000 for
Cancer Research Yorkshire. Read more at
https://mds.everydayhero.com/uk/anjaruns-crawls-marathon-des-sables
Alex Gray (Du, ’09) has changed codes to
NFL and has been signed by the Atlanta
Falcons. He is a former England Sevens
Captain and Player of the Year. Alex also
captained the U20 England XV and played
for Newcastle Falcons, London Irish and
Yorkshire Carnegie.

Births
Our congratulations go to:
Alice Jackson (née White, M, ’01)
whose daughter, Annie Joyce Jackson
was born in August 2016.
Hattie Joy Burgess was born in August
2016 to Martin (Da, ’95) and Lesley
Burgess.
Henry Carver (Du, ’06) and Ashley
welcomed son, Thomas Harry in
December 2016.

Lorna (née Noble) and Stuart
Walker (’03) welcomed their
daughter, Georgina Valentina in
December 2016.
Nicola (née Hodgson, M, ’06) and
Andrew Darling (Da, ’o2)
welcomed a baby boy, Archie.
Jennifer Dowson (née Wilson,
B, ’04) welcome son Charlie William
Dowson.

James Carver (Du, ’04) and Helen
Carver welcomed their son, Freddy
James, in March 2017.
Katie Shearn (née Neville, M, ’02)
welcomed her second daughter,
Georgina Daisy.
Sean Dougall (N, ’08) and Emily
welcomed a boy, Henry Andrew in
November 2016.
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Marriages

Adam Rock (N, ‘94) and Samantha
White (L, ‘94) married in May 2016.
Mathew Rock flew in from Australia to
be best man. OB guests included Pauline
Beattie and Christine Walford.

Imogen Oates married Edward PleydellBouverie at St Andrew’s Church, Aycliffe
village. Her twin sisters, India and Amelia
Oates were bridesmaids and of course, Dad
John and brother Ollie were there too! A
second wedding was held in Paxos with a
number of OBs on the guest list including
Katie Orr, Laura Stronach, Hannah Stanwix,
Nicola Carver, Laura Mason, Ian Dinwiddie
and Douglas Dinwiddie.

Phillip Lamb (T, ’87) married Jennie
Stafford at Brockley Hall, Alnwick in
May 2017. Quite a large group of OBs
attended, including John Hunter,
Howard Parr, Jamie Hunter, Duncan
Parr, Phil Jarratt, Andrew Watson
and Howard Cross.

Andy Kinghan (N, ’01) married Catherine
at Mill on the Brue in Bruton, Somerset, on
Saturday 29th April. Fellow OBs were
present: Andrew Laidlaw and family, Lee
Hoggett and family, Nathan Holliday and
family, and Ben Jones and partner and
Andy’s two brothers Stephen and David.
It was a fantastic day with rounders,
touch rugby for the lads and plenty of gin
and Pimms.

Carl Hetherington (Da, ‘04) married
Sarah Thompson in December 2016 at the
Morritt Arms Hotel. Matthew Harrison was
his best man and OB guests included Ian
and Douglas Dinwiddie, Joe Faulkner,
Chris Wayman, Thomas Rixon, Nick Lavery
and Stuart Melrose.

Catherine Ellison (Ma,’05) married
Lawrence Phillips in Staindrop Church in
July 2016. The service was conducted by Rev
Ridley and was followed by a reception at
Middleton Lodge. There were several OB
guests. Richard, Catherine’s brother, was one
of the ushers, Abi Felt was one of the
bridesmaids, Vicki Barwood, Becki McKenzie
and Lucy Wray. Catherine and Lawrence
discovered, after they had been together for a
couple of years, that Lawrence’s paternal
grandfather, Harry Phillips who had died
before Lawrence was born, was at Barney
from 1920-25 and his name appears on
several honour boards in the dining hall.

Barney welcomes
all financial support
through donations,
regular giving and
legacy pledges.
Please visit
www.barnardcastleschool.org.uk
for details or contact the Development
Office in confidence.
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An active supporter of the Old Barnardians’ Club Walter
had strong views and wide ranging interests. We who
remain for now are the better for having known him.
The Rev. Canon Walter Goundry
(Y, ’50)
With the death of Walter, 85, from stomach
cancer, the school and the Old Barnardians’
Club have lost an active supporter. Several
of us have lost a good friend from
relationships formed during the last years
of the Second World War and the early
post-war time of rationing and recovery.
Life at Barney, at that time, as a boarder,
could best be described as ‘testing’.
Walter was born in Spennymoor to parents
who were active in business and High
Church Anglican worship, sowing the seeds
of his future career. He retained his local
accent throughout his life and when we met
at school in 1944, he was already
determined to go into the Church. He was
the Altar boy, assisting the Chaplain but
nobody mocked him as he had rapidly
established a reputation for toughness on
the sports field. I retain the picture of him
moving stylishly round the scrum to flatten
the opposing scrum half. He played for the
1st XV and the 1st Squash V. Later he
played rugby for Durham County and the
Universities Athletic Club, later renamed
English Universities.
In the 1950’s, several of us had our National
Service deferred while we went to
University to read for degrees in shortage
professions. Walter, who was to read
Classics and Theology at St Chad’s, was
called up. He had been a sergeant in the
Junior Training Corps, gaining a
‘Certificate A’, and after his induction and
training, he was commissioned into the
Northumberland Fusiliers, ending up in
the front line of the Korean War. The
Government had promised initially to keep
National Servicemen away from any
fighting, but the demands of Korea
exceeded the army’s volunteer force.
Walter returned apparently unscathed – on
the surface at least.

Once at St Chad’s Walter met his future
wife, Barbara. Their marriage in 1958
survived the cot death of their first born
son. Their later sons Michael and John
both went to Barney. Walter became
chairman of the Old Barnardians Club in
1976 and was a regular attendee at the
London dinners. On graduation, Walter
became a curate in South Shields from
whence he moved to Newcastle Cathedral
as precentor, with the task of organising
worship. He became a vicar in Seghill
before becoming vicar in Benton where he
spent 23 productive years. Walter was
always too down to earth and outspoken to
become a bishop. He had a great sense of
humour and would repeat dubious but
funny jokes in the right company. He was a
people’s man as well as a servant of his God.
He retained his faith until his death.
He always had strong views about his
church, his country and politics. His
interests were wide and extended through
sport, motor racing, English rugby and the
arts. He leaves behind Barbara, his two
sons, their wives and several
grandchildren. He died happy, and we who
remain for now are the better for having
known him.
Russell Hopkins (N, ’50).

Mr Aiden Nicholas (Nick) Wilson died
on the evening of Thurs 01 June. Nick was
Housemaster of Tees for many years,
produced musicals and plays, was Director
of Studies for a time and later Head of
Learning Support. He coached 2nd XV and
cricket. He is survived by his wife, June. A
full obituary to appear in the next magazine
Michael D G Preece (Du, ’65)
December 2016.
Malcolm Shaw (Du, ’63) August 2016.
Matthew Robinson (Du, ’10)
October 2016.
David Thompson (N, ’87)
December 2016.
Stephen John Hill (Y, ’80)
December 2016.
Do not follow me
For I do not know where I am going
Do not lead me, for I may not follow
Walk beside me
(Stephen Hill)
Stephen, son of Ann and George Hill,
younger brother of Anthony and Thomas
and older brother of Richard was born in
Kenya where he grew up and later attended
prep school until travelling for term times
to Barnard Castle School. Stephen
completed his O-level and A-levels at
Barnard Castle School and throughout his
time there particularly enjoyed his rugby.
He gained further qualification in sports
studies at Chester university, before
spending some time either travelling or
finding work teaching English as a Foreign
Language. Whilst working on the UK south
coast, he met Nathalie and together they
settled in Lausanne (Switzerland) and
became proud parents. Stephen will be
missed, not only by acquaintances, friends
and family, but most especially by his wife
and daughters and particularly by me – the
kid brother he so very well looked after and
looked out for, for many years. Until we
meet again, all my love, Richard.
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The thoughts and prayers of the whole Barnard Castle School
community are extended to the family and friends, of those
Old Barnardians who are no longer with us. May they rest in peace.
Helen Marie McGill

friends. After retirement, Helen remained
living in Barnard Castle and could often
be seen around the town, as by now she
had become somewhat of a well-known
local figure!
Helen loved art, literature, films and of
course her family. We were all so touched by
the number of friends, colleagues and
former Barnardians who attended her
funeral at St. Mary’s Church in the town last
year and would like to thank them all for
their kind thoughts and well wishes during
that difficult time.
A fantastic lady and inspiration to all…who
is truly missed. Emma Stoney (née McGill,
L, ’89)

Helen McGill, former Senior Mistress and
Mistress of Marwood House, sadly passed
away from cancer in May 2016.
Helen joined Barnard Castle School in 1990
as a newly qualified English Teacher. Her
teaching career did not begin until she was in
her forties, having single-handedly brought
up her three children; Emma Stoney, Chris
McGill and Jonnie McGill from the age of 40,
when her husband died suddenly.
Deciding to take a degree course and start a
career in teaching in ‘mid-life’ was a brave
undertaking and once at Barney, Helen
quickly gained the roles of both House
Mistress of Marwood and then became the
first ever Senior Mistress: a fantastic
achievement and role model for all women.
Those who were taught by, or who worked
with Helen will know what a formidable but
warm and generous character she was. She
loved learning herself and often treated her
pupils and colleagues as if they too were
family – which could go either way
depending on her mood! She formed several
long-lasting friendships after retirement and
regularly kept in contact with former pupils
on Facebook and Twitter. Helen was
certainly no slouch when it came to modern
technology!
All three of Helen’s children attended Barney
as pupils and Helen had the pleasure of
teaching both sons whilst they were there, as
well as several of her children’s closest

Anthony (Tony) Dunn Wilde (N, ’56)
affectionally known at school as Oscar. Tony
died 4 July 2016 after a very short but
devastating illness which he fought
tenaciously. He had arranged to attend the
OB Reunion held at school in May 2016 with
his friends but was too ill to go. He had really
looked forward to the function. He is
survived by his wife, two daughters and two
granddaughters, one of whom attends
Barney now.
Godfrey Humphreys (Y, ’62)
September 2016.
Michael David Turnbull (N, ’70) January
2016.
Martyn Baker (Y, ’74) passed away on New
Year’s Eve in Northampton from pneumonia
and complications aged 60. He had been in
long term care for 24 years and is at peace
now. He was only given six years after the car
crash on Twickenham bridge in 1992. He was
very fond of the school and its rugby
achievements – he had a big picture of Rory,
Rob and Tony together at Twickenham above
his bed and set up the OB Rugby Club in the
early 90s before the accident.

brother Phil. Music and entertainment were
very much at the heart of Roger’s life,
something that began at Barney when he
performed stand-up comedy in Big School
and DJing regularly at the Sixth Form Centre
in the early nineties.
On leaving school, Roger started working as a
DJ before setting up his own mobile disco
business. In 1995, he took some time out to
work in Israel as a volunteer on a Kibbutz in
the Negev Desert before moving to Eilat
where became a crew member on a yacht. On
his return to the UK he joined a 70s disco
dancing group and performed across the
country for several years.
Roger moved to Mallorca in 1999 where he
spent the next 17 years. He entertained
thousands of holidaymakers every summer
as a DJ and when Old Barnardians visited his
bar Mambo’s in Magaluf, he always ensured
that they received the very best hospitality. A
lifetime ambition was achieved in January
2016 when Roger was given his own show on
Radio One Mallorca. The Roger Mews Show
attracted a large audience of listeners across
Spain and the UK. Such was its success, the
station had announced that Roger was to
have a second weekly show only days before
his untimely death.
Roger’s family and hundreds of friends
gathered to say goodbye to him at his funeral
in Mallorca. The service was followed by a
party at Mambo’s. His ashes were scattered at
his favourite place on the island where he
used to watch the sunset over the
Mediterranean. Roger loved Mallorca and he
was at his happiest there.
A memorial service was held at St Thomas’
church in Stanhope the following week and
was attended by several Old Barnardians and
former teacher Alan Farrar. OB Patrick Royle
read a poem at the service as a tribute to his
old school friend. Roger is survived by his two
brothers Richard and Phil.

Roger Mews (Du, ’91)
Roger died suddenly from a brain
haemorrhage at his home in Mallorca in
November, aged 44.

Roger has left us, his family and friends, with
many wonderful memories which are
combined with a sountrack of music and
laughter. A life well and truly lived.

Roger attended Barnard Castle School as a
pupil between 1980 and 1991 along with his

John Stanwix (’51) April 2017.
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Mr Paul McHarry
April 2017.
In Paul’s last days, he paid tribute to the love,
support and respite care his sisters, Pamela
and Fiona were so generously providing. He
also recognised the love, kindness and
support provided by his brothers-in-law,
nieces Rebecca, Melissa and Belinda and
nephews Gordon and Stuart, and also by Ellie
and Brooke.
The Memorial Service, held in
Barnard Castle School Chapel on Saturday
10th June, heard Old Barnardian William
Wearmouth (Du, ’01) pay tribute to his
former Housemaster. Mr Chris Butler, who
taught with Paul, paid tribute to his excellent
teaching. Rev John Moore, in an Address,
spoke of Paul’s contribution to Junior House.
The organ was played by former Director of
Music, Graham Griggs who had started his
career at the same time as Paul and had been a
good friend. The OB Secretary had produced a
booklet containing OB comments about and
memories of Mr McHarry; family members
were delighted to receive copies and
expressed their appreciation.
Paul was an excellent pupil at Berwick
County Grammar School and his parents
were delighted his wish was realised to read
Physics at St Andrews. Paul proved to be an
excellent and most successful undergraduate,
using his time outside the Department editing
the University’s Newspaper, ‘Aien’. He took

great pleasure composing pithy and
provocative responses in the editor’s letters’
column to politically ambitious, opinionated
students who annoyed him, notably Alec
Salmond.
Paul’s year as a Cambridge postgraduate was followed by his first teaching
post at West Buckland School in Devon, in
fact a sister school to Barnard Castle. Paul’s
work in their Physics Department included
starting an astronomy club and there is still
an annual Sir Patrick Moore lecture linked to
one of Paul’s favourite programmes, ‘The Sky
at Night’.
Mr McNamara, Headmaster,
appointed Paul as a Physics Master in 1983
where he remained until 2011.
He had the good fortune to work with
‘the Squadron Leader’, or Peter Wise, Head of
Physics; Paul considered Peter to be an
excellent Physics teacher and Head of
Department, someone from whom he learnt
much about practical Nuffield physics
demonstrations and experiments, informing
learning.
When Paul was appointed Head of
Physics in 2002, the school knew the
Department would continue to flourish. He
immediately trebled his Physics department’s
budget request and submitted his plans for a
state of the art new building, similar in size
and prestige to the Sage in Gateshead.
The excellence of McHarry’s Physics
Department contributed much to the
academic success of the school. To this effect,
the School’s Governors financed the building
of a magnificent new Physics building, with
an IT facility below, towards the top of the
school playing fields and from which Paul
could look down fondly upon the Biology and
Chemistry departments.
His department was superbly
organised with every drawer and cupboard
labelled, and apparatus bar-coded (care of
Mrs H actually). The library was beautifully
catalogued; his physics’ intranet was amongst
the country’s very best; syllabi and courses
were chosen and tailored to foster rigorous
inquiry and promote intellectual curiosity,
and contain the Nuffield excitement of
practical demonstrations; colleagues shared
the highest standards; pupils were committed
to their own success. His department
progressed many on to MPhys and MSci
courses at the best universities as well as

provided all with the chance of separate
science success at a time of general science
mediocrity. McHarry was perceived by most,
to include urchins and sloths, to be an
outstanding schoolmaster and teacher (the
pupils’ Mr McHarry facebook site is
testament to this) and the department’s
excellent academic results evidenced this.
Paul also progressed and inspired the
careers of many young Physics teachers like
Steven Dawson, James Wilson and
Christopher Butler.
Paul’s Physics Department was also
blessed by the enduring work of Mrs
Houghton, physics technician and team
member, who also doubled as his personal
assistant. She had to be at work in sufficient
time each morning to carry his unfurled
umbrella when it was raining and to provide
hot, percolated coffee. I can still hear Paul
commanding, ‘Get a grip Mrs Houghton, get
a grip’ at times when he felt she was not
putting her back into her work and, ‘Is this
the best you can do Mrs Houghton?’
He was a pastoral man too. Paul’s
career included being resident assistant
housemaster in Junior House. Each morning
started at 7:30 am for Junior House boys
when Paul inspected their shoes as they
entered the dining hall for breakfast; he
ensured Junior House maintained the
highest of shoe-shine standards.
This role saw deserving promotion to
Housemaster of Durham; the senses of
loyalty and devotion to the Gold Flag, so well
documented and with masterly photography
in the House’s history, are lodged in the
hearts of McHarry’s OB men who breathe
style and success throughout the land.
In later years, he was a calming
influence and wise counsel in Marwood – a
senior man in a vital role. Tutees were
rewarded with cakes and a can of Coke in P1
(care of Mrs H), a highlight of their week if
not his.
Paul’s sense of humour was
legendary and his banter exceptional. A call
to his Physics office phone could be greeted
with the opener, ‘Department for the
Foundation of All Knowledge’, and his
riposte to the question, ‘Is that the Science
Department?’ would always be met with the
emphatic statement, ‘Certainly Not! This is
the Physics Department!’
D H Ewart
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DATES
FOR THE DIARY
All events are listed online. For more information and to register your attendance, visit:
www.barnardiansreconnected.org.uk/events or email: development@barneyschool.org.uk

Summer Gathering
Friday 23 to Sunday 25 June 2017
Why not come along and enjoy a weekend
of socialising and sport. As always we will
meet in the Old Well on Friday night. On
Saturday at 2.00pm (1.30pm cricket) OBs
will pit their sporting prowess against the
school teams at cricket, tennis, football and
netball. Afternoon tea and bar will be
available followed by a buffet supper
(booking required for the buffet).

London Music 28 June 2017

Overseas Dinners

London Dinner
Friday 13 October 2017, 7.00pm
East India Club
A super evening for all Old Barnardians.
Come along this year and meet our new
Headmaster, Mr Tony Jackson.

Remembrance Day
The OB Secretary is on holiday and would
be pleased to see any OBs who can make it
to either Melbourne or Perth in July.
Melbourne , Saturday 15 July,
7.30pm at Vapiano, Flinders Lane 334 Flinders Ln, Melbourne Victoria
3000
Perth, Saturday 22 July, 7.30pm at
Old Faithful, 86 King St, Perth
WA 600o

Lunchtime Recital at St Alfege
Church, Greenwich, SE10 9BJ
Start time: 1.05pm
Chapel Choir and soloists, accompanied by
the school String Orchestra.
Evensong at Southwark Cathedral,
Southwark, SE1 9DA
Start time: 5.30pm
Chapel Choir. Directed by Simon Dearsley,
Director of Music at Barnard Castle School
Organist - Dr Robin Harrison, Director of
Music at Barnard Castle Prep School.
Please join us for a drink at the Cathedral
after Evensong at a reception hosted by the
Headmaster, Mr Alan Stevens. RSVP for
catering purposes to the school’s General
Office, genoffice@barneyschool.org.uk.

Hong Kong, Friday 27 October 2017
The time and venue are to be confirmed.
Please show your interest by emailing
dj@barneyschool.org.uk

Sunday 12 November 2017, School
Chapel, 10.45am followed by Civic
Ceremony at the cenotaph in the Bowes
Museum grounds.

Festival of Nine Lessons
and Carols

Autumn Gathering
10 September 2017, 2.00pm
An absolutely fabulous way to spend a
Sunday afternoon with touch rugby,
women’s hockey, squash and golf. The golf
will take place at Barnard Castle Golf Club
at 12.00pm with the golfers joining the
rest of the OBs at school for a few drinks
and a hog roast. All other sports at school
from 2.00pm.

OBs are most welcome to join pupils,
parents and friends at our Carol Services
and start the Christmas season in style.
Wednesday 13 December 2017 at
7.30pm and Friday 15 December,
2017 at 5.30pm

Open Day
Please see back page.

We offer an extensive range of
extra-curricular activities free of charge.
Full time boarding from Year 3,
flexi and occasional overnights available.
We provide a broad and balanced curriculum,
high quality performing arts and sports provision
and state of the art dedicated Sixth Form study
and social centre.

OPEN DAY
7th October 2017
09:30-11:30
Come and take a look for yourself and see
what life at Barney is like.
For more information contact
+44(0)1833 696030 or
email admissions@barneyschool.org.uk
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