
H O M E  L E A R N I N G  @  B A R N E Y



“If you change the way you look at things, the 
things you look at change.”

Dr Wayne Dyer  



Dear Barney Parent,

It gives me great pleasure to present to you the detailed programme of ongoing education for the remainder of 
the Trinity Term. With announcements from the government suggesting a return to the school site is unlikely 
this term for many of our pupils, we have reflected as well as acted upon feedback and are pleased to present to 
you the ongoing holistic provision we are providing for your children and the wider Barney community at this 
time.

Many thanks to all of you who completed the survey over the half-term break, and in particular the generosity 
and kindness of many of your words, in addition to the empathy and understanding demonstrated in recognising 
how we have tried to react to what is going on around us. We have taken on board the feedback offered, and you 
will hopefully get a sense of this as you read through these pages. The document is intended for both parents 
and children, as we continue to work together in response to this new way of doing things.

In the first instance, you will see that we have established our key objectives for this period of home learning (we 
have removed the term ‘remote’, as we feel it has negative connotations in this period of isolation). Our principal 
objective is to continue to focus on engagement amongst the entire Barney community; with our teachers, 
pupils and parents. This will ensure we continue to be connected during this era of social disruption. Secondly, 
we want to ensure progress is maintained and continued; academically and individually. We want everyone 
in our community, adults and children alike, to emerge from this as stronger characters. Everything we have 
designed and included in the programme up until now and beyond is with an eye on ensuring we continue to 
fulfil our School’s purpose.

I sincerely hope you feel we continue to understand and empathise with the position our community finds itself 
in. Throughout this experience, I have had the following quotation from the US Presidential biographer, Jon 
Meacham, in pride of place on my desk: “Clarity and candour are essential in crises – and so is generosity of 
spirit.” As a school, we have endeavoured to conduct ourselves in this manner, and we will continue to do so, 
both during and beyond this pandemic.

Tony Jackson
Headmaster



T O G E T H E R  A P A R T

PURPOSE

Our School’s Purpose is as follows:

Through creating an inspirational, compassionate and 
unpretentious environment, we aim to develop young 
adults with character.

They are happy, confident, resilient, intellectually curious, 
tolerant and driven, with an undercurrent of humility, who 
are ready and prepared to face, embrace and lead in an 
ever changing world.

How does this look or change during this pandemic?

We want to ensure that Barney pupils are ready to face, 
embrace and lead now and in the future, therefore 
our School’s Purpose does not change. There are key 
principles we have tried to keep at the core of our offering, 
to ensure we do not lose sight of our overarching purpose. 



PROGRESS
on all levels

STABILITY
Retaining a sense of calm & reassurance

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Staying connected

WELLBEING
Promoting positive mental health

PURPOSE
Continuing character and academic development
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C U R I O S I T Y

C A R E

C H A R A C T E R

C U R R I C U L U M

C O M M U N I T Y

THE FIVE Cs OF HOME LEARNING @ BARNEY

Our School community sits at the heart of everything we do. It is even more important at this time that our pupils, staff and 
wider community remain connected.

Care: We want to ensure each and every child feels 
connected; with the school and with their peers. Positive 
mental health and wellbeing is a challenge in any 
environment, but especially more so now. It is imperative 
that regular engagement and pastoral care is at the heart of 
this programme.

Curiosity: Now is not the 
time to shrink back into 
shells, but to be even more 
curious about the world 
around us, and also reflect 
upon our own character 
and personality.
Independence and 
ownership are two exciting 
opportunities for our 
children.

Character: This is such 
a central component of 
a Barney education, and 
a focus on continuing 
to develop this is of vital 
importance. 

Curriculum: Both academic and 
enrichment activities continue to 
have breadth and opportunity for all 
ages, with a key focus on our School’s 
purpose and principles.



ACADEMIC PROGRAMME:

Purpose: 
The purpose of the Barney Learning @ Home Programme from an 
academic perspective is to provide a programme that it is engaging, 
balanced and sustainable.

The key aims are:
• To continue to encourage participation and a sense of belonging 

to our Barney community, whether online or face-to-face.
• To engage all pupils in a Home Learning Programme which 

promotes intellectual curiosity and academic progress appropriate 
to the requirements of the normal educational curriculum. 

Assignment: work set by a teacher on Microsoft Teams. Each assignment 
has a specific deadline and pupils click the “hand-in” button to submit the 
assignment once it is completed.

Assignment Schedule: the timetable showing which subject sets an 
assignment on any given day of the week. 

Class Notebook: the Microsoft Class Notebook is an online notebook linked 
with each Microsoft Team where assignments can be completed by pupils.

Constructive Time: a chance to do something different to academic work. 
Complete an enrichment activity, do some exercise, read a book, record 
your contribution to the House competition, practise your instrument. The 
pupil is asked to take ownership of their decision making.

Feedback: information regarding pupils’ performance that can be delivered 
to the individual pupil or to the whole class. Examples are (but not limited to) 
a marked piece of work with corrections and/or teacher comments, or a pre-
recorded video highlighting “what went well” and “even better if”.

Home Learning Timetable: the recommended daily work routine for pupils.

Interactions with teachers: contact with your teacher in the following 
forms: live online meetings, group chat on Microsoft Teams, a direct 
message via email/Microsoft Teams or a traditional/Microsoft Teams phone 
call.

Microsoft Teams: the interactive platform that allows teachers to deliver 
content, set assignments, and communicate with classes and individual 
pupils.

Visual Contact: a contact time with a teacher that may be a live online 
meeting through Microsoft Teams or a pre-recorded YouTube-style video. 

New terms from Microsoft Teams that will be used:



YEAR 7 - 10  &   12     |     YEAR 11     |     YEAR 13

A C A D E M I C  C U R R I C U L U M



Academic curriculum: overview

Each year group will follow a programme which is tailored to their curriculum requirements. We will continue to offer a full range of 
subject areas. 

Though there may be variation in the detail of the curriculum from year group to year group, some central principles will be common to 
Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and Lower Sixth. Pupils should expect:

• One weekly assignment per teacher. As with before the mid-term break, teachers will not set separate Prep assignments.
• Visual contact with each subject teacher at least once per week.
• At least one piece of feedback from each teacher per week, either individually, or to the whole class.

V I S U A L  C O N T A C T

W E E K L Y  A S S I G N M E N T SF E E D B A C K



YEAR GROUP ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULES

Years 7, 8 and 9
Pupils in these year groups will receive two or three assignments per day according to the following schedules. 
There will be three working days to complete each assignment: although assignments will arrive on the days 
shown, they do not necessarily need to be completed on the same day. 

YEAR 
7-10

Year 7 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

Maths and 
Science Physics Biology Maths Computing Chemistry

English and 
Humanities English History Classics Geography RS

Creative and 
Language Music DT

Constructive 
Time

Modern 
Languages

Art

Work due at 5pm 
on: Wednesday Thursday Friday Monday Tuesday

Year 8 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

Maths and 
Science Computing Chemistry Physics Biology Maths

English and 
Humanities Geography RS English History Classics

Creative and 
Language

Modern 
Languages*

Art
Constructive 

Time
DT Music

Work due at 5pm 
on: Wednesday Thursday Friday Monday Tuesday

*Year 8 and 9 Modern Languages assignments may be split into two thirty-minute parts, one for French and one for Spanish/German.



Year 10
Pupils in Year 10 can expect two assignments per day (apart from Wednesday). There will be three working days to complete each 
assignment: although assignments will arrive on the days shown, they do not necessarily need to be completed on the same day. 

Each assignment will be designed to take 1.5 hours to complete: this means that in a typical day of 4.5 hours of lesson time, 
approximately 3 hours should be spent on assignments and up to 1.5 hours is available for interactions with teachers. 
Please see the “Wellbeing” section for notes on Constructive Time and Sports assignments.

Each assignment will be designed to take 1 hour to complete: this means that in a typical day of 4.5 hours of lesson time, approximately 
3 hours should be spent on assignments and up to 1.5 hours is available for interactions with teachers. 

Please see the “Wellbeing” section for notes on Constructive Time and Sports assignments.

Year 9 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

Maths and 
Science Biology Maths Computing Chemistry Physics

English and 
Humanities History Classics Geography RS English

Creative and 
Language DT

Modern 
Languages*

Constructive 
Time

Art Music

Work due at 5pm 
on: Wednesday Thursday Friday Monday Tuesday

Year 10 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

Maths and 
Science Maths Biology

Constructive 
Time

Chemistry Physics

English and 
Options A B English C D

Work due at 5pm 
on: Wednesday Thursday Friday Monday Tuesday

*Year 8 and 9 Modern Languages assignments may be split into two thirty-minute parts, one for French and one for Spanish/German.



YEAR 
12         Year 12

Pupils in Year 12 can expect up to two assignments per day according to the following schedule:

Sixth Form subjects are delivered by two teachers, so the schedule means that each teacher will deliver one assignment per week. Each 
assignment will be designed to take approximately 2 hours to complete. Note that deadlines will be set several days ahead, so although 
assignments will arrive on the days shown, they do not necessarily need to be completed the same day.  Wednesday will be used for 
Constructive Time and extension work.

Extension work includes preparation for life after Barney through “Unifrog”, Sixth Form lectures, MOOCs and extension material provided 
by departments.

For the Year 11 ‘Preparing for Sixth Form’ and Year 13 ‘Preparing for Life’ programmes, please see later in the brochure.

Internal examinations
We have given great consideration to this, and have decided that, in keeping with the principles of home learning, that there will be no 
school examinations during the summer term. Any testing or benchmarking assessments that departments need pupils to undertake 
will be done in the Michaelmas Term, though any such assessments for Years 7 to 9 are likely to be done in class rather than as whole-
school examinations.

Some departments may choose to set “open-book” assessment tasks to Year 10 pupils to aid them with their tracking of progress. 

Lower Sixth students will sit school examinations as early as possible in school during the Michaelmas Term to assist teachers with 
grading decisions for university applications. The syllabus coverage of these exams will be communicated by departments to pupils 
before the end of the Trinity Term, to assist pupils with their preparation.  

Pupil Progress
Reports will be sent out towards the end of term. If you would like to discuss or have concerns about your child’s progress in 
the meantime, please contact their tutor or individual subject teachers.

Year 12 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

Option Block A (Teacher 1) B (Teacher 1) Extension C (Teacher 2) D (Teacher 2)

Option Block C (Teacher 1) D (Teacher 1)
Constructive 

Time
A (Teacher 2) B (Teacher 2)



Learning @ Home Timetable

We have redesigned the structure of the school day with home learning in mind. The new structure gives the flexibility for pupils to learn 
according to their own pace and home circumstances, while protecting time for contact with their teachers, tutors and friends, as well as 
outdoor exercise and relaxation.

Contact with tutors will take place before 9.30am each day and contact with academic teachers will take place between 9.30am and 
3.30pm, but crucially not during break or lunch slots.

Teachers will contact pupils in their Teams to organise face-to-face class contact times. These will fall into these 30-minute 
slots, and once set, will very likely be fixed from one week to the next, much like their traditional school timetable. It is im-
perative that pupils check their Teams for assignment posts and their email inbox at the start and middle of the day: time is 
devoted in the schedule to allow them to do this. Please note that on some occasions, the lesson contact times will be prior to 
an assignment to ‘set the scene’. At other times, teachers may use live contact to offer feedback.

Please see the back of the brochure for a blank timetable. All students will receive one of these from their Tutors to help them 
structure their day. 

Students in Year 11 and Upper Sixth will follow their own, optional programmes in ‘Preparing for Sixth Form’ and ‘Preparing 
for Life beyond Barney’.

Year 12 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

08:45-09:30 Tutor/House meetings/Whole School Assemblies/Congers
09.30-09:45 Check Microsoft Teams and check emails
09:45-10:15 Assignment or Teacher Interaction
10:15-10:45 Assignment or Teacher Interaction
10:45-11:15 Assignment or Teacher Interaction
11:15-11:45 Break
11:45-12:15 Assignment or Teacher Interaction 
12:15-12:45 Assignment or Teacher Interaction
12:45-13:45 Lunch 
13.45-14:00 Check Microsoft Teams and check emails
14:00-14:30 Assignment or Teacher Interaction

Constructive 
Time/House 

Activity/Sport

Assignment or Teacher Interaction
14:30-15:00 Assignment or Teacher Interaction Assignment or Teacher Interaction
15:00-15:30 Assignment or Teacher Interaction Assignment or Teacher Interaction
15:30 - 17:00 Enrichment/Activity Time Enrichment/Activity Time



W E L L B E I N G  P R O G R A M M E

P A S T O R A L  E N G A G E M E N T



Promoting Positive Mental Health:

Purpose

The Purpose of the Wellbeing@Home Programme is to ensure that all members of the Barney family continue to feel supported and part 
of our community. We want to ensure that Barney pupils use this period of home learning to develop their resilience, confidence and 
independence, and to ensure their curiosity stretches beyond the academic sphere. 

The key aims are:
• To provide support and guidance through daily contact with a tutor
• To ensure regular communication between home and school
• To ensure that learning embraces both academic progress and personal development
• To maintain and develop a sense of loyalty to the House and Barney as a whole school
• To build relationships within the Barney community and beyond
• To develop independence, social responsibility and life skills

The Wellbeing@Home Programme

To ensure the above aims are met, we aim to provide the following support:

• Daily online registration with tutor from 8.30am
• Daily whole-school assembly video message
• Weekly tutor group meeting via Microsoft Teams video call
• Weekly tutor group PSHCEE lesson 
• Regular one-to-one tutor contact
• Regular contact between School and parents
• Individual Weekly Tutee Review form for discussion with tutor
• Contact throughout the day with tutor and HSM via Microsoft Teams
• Online House meetings with HSM, tutors and peers
• Weekly live House competitions
• Ongoing House collaborative competitions
• An extensive optional enrichment programme
• Support from School Counsellor
• Support from Sixth Form Peer Supporters
• Support and activities from Anti-Bullying Ambassadors



E N R I C H M E N T  P R O G R A M M E



Purpose: 

The purpose of the Enrichment@Home Programme is to promote 
pupils’ wellbeing, curiosity and enjoyment through a breadth of 
opportunities that compliment the academic curriculum and to 
ensure that all Barnardians continue to flourish as part of a House 
and school community.

The key aims are: 
• To provide regular opportunities for interaction with peers 

and staff
• To ensure that learning embraces both academic progress 

and personal development
• To maintain and develop a sense of loyalty to the House and 

Barney as a whole school
• To ensure the competition between Houses continues to 

flourish
• To develop new skills and interests
• To provide opportunities to embrace change and show 

leadership

The Co-Curricular Programme comprises three areas:  

Enrichment Activity Programme 
Barney’s Co-Curricular Programme is designed to offer a breadth 
of opportunities to compliment pupils’ academic studies. Our staff 
have shown fantastic creativity, innovation and enthusiasm in 
helping to redesign the programme to continue to offer the breadth 
of opportunity for which Barney is renowned. 

How it works:

Activities will provide an opportunity for pupils to remain active 
outside the classroom environment, maintain connections with 
their peers and staff and learn new skills. Activities should be fun 
and a refreshing break from academic studies. 

• The Enrichment Activity Programme will be available on 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. It will complement our 
principle: Mind, Body, Soul.

• Live activities will take place on a designated day between 
3.30pm and 5pm.  Pre-recorded activities will be launched on 
their scheduled day via Assignments in Microsoft Teams and 
can be completed at the pupils’ leisure that day.

• Although all Enrichment Activities are optional, all pupils are 
encouraged to participate in at least 2 activities per week.

• Pupils will sign up for their activities via a Microsoft Form in 
the first week of our return.   

• Each activity will be run by a member of staff and supported 
by the Microsoft Teams platform.

• Year 11, 12 and 13 pupils are welcome to join in with any 
Enrichment Activities and are encouraged to lead younger 
pupils in these.

E N R I C H M E N T   |   E N G A G E M E N T

E N R I C H M E N T  A C T I V I T I E S

H O U S E  A C T I V I T I E S S P O R T  &  E X E R C I S E



Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

Mind

Year 9 & 10
Taskmaster

Introduction to Sharemarket 
Investing
Sudoko
Chess

History Society
Debating Club

Cryptic Crosswords
Mindfulness Course

Fun Science at Home

All Year groups:

Constructive Time

Sport & Exercise

House 
Competitions

Year 7 & 8
Intro to Portuguese
‘Choose Happiness’

Origami Club
Brainteasers

“Do Try This at Home”
TinkerCAD - 3D Design and Electronics

Learn a new language - Basic Bulgarian!
Puzzle/ quiz club.

Academic Scholars
Book Club

Literary Quiz
Online Escape Room

iStopMotion iPad animation filmmaking

Body

Fell Running (Yr 9+)
Exercise & Mobility (Yr 9&10)

Rugby Skills (Yr 7&8)
S&C Programmes (Yr10+)

Workout Class (Yr 7&8)
Hockey Skills (Yr 7&8)

Hockey Skills  (Yr9+)
Exercise & Mobility (Yr 7&8)

Cricket Skills (Yr7-10)
Rugby Skills (Yr 9&10) 
Netball Skills (Yr7-10)
Tennis Skills (Yr7-10)

S&C Programmes (Yr10+)

Soul

Army CCF
RAF CCF

Yr 9 CCF New Recruits

Year 7 & 8
Baking

 Classical Film Club
Mr Dalton’s Weekly Challenge

History of pop music
Yr7-L6 Military & Civilian 

Aircraft Recognition
Bread making
Art and Craft

Beginners Sewing Club
Band practice (All year 

groups)

Year 9 &10
Landscape photography and photo 

editing
Life Hacks Club

Lockdown Journalling
How the music business works

Six continents six dishes
DofE – keep on track

Online Cooking Challenge
Choir (All year groups)

Live Theatre discussion group 
(all years)



B O D Y

M I N D

S O U L



House Competitions 
A significant part of being a Barnardian is the loyalty to 
one’s House and the relationships it embeds between 
peers, Tutors and HSMs.  Developing character through the 
promotion of resilience, loyalty, leadership and by allowing 
individuals to express themselves is all at the heart of our 
House Competition. Every pupil has the opportunity to 
contribute to their House through a variety of competitions 
that reflect the Mind, Body, Soul model.  ‘Nailing Up’ is 
arguably the most eagerly anticipated event of the School 
Calendar, and will remain so during this period.

Our House Competition time will be Wednesday at 3.30pm 
and pupils will be encouraged to join in a variety of activities; 
either by preparing for a House competition for the 
following week or taking part in a live competition. 

Weekly Live House Competitions – how these work:
• Take place every Wednesday between 3.30pm and 5.00pm. 
• Organised and run by staff 
• Divided by age category (Juniors and Intermediates) or 

whole House (including Year 12) 
• Points will be allocated to Houses for Nailing Up  

Ongoing House competitions – how these work:
• Launched on a Wednesday morning in House meetings 
• Completion by the following Wednesday at 5pm 
• Coordinated by Year 12 pupils  
• To involve the whole House 

Sport and Exercise
Maintaining an active lifestyle forms a fundamental part of 
physical and mental wellbeing. All pupils should be engaging 
in regular exercise during this period and pupils should be 
encouraged to plan exercise slots into their daily routines. 
Staying physically fit will also enable pupils to be better equipped 
when competitive sport resumes.

 Individual Programmes:
• These are available by contacting the PE/Games Department 
• Tailored programmes can be provided ranging from ‘novice’ to 

‘elite performers’ 
• Suggested activities are available to all pupils
• Videos and online resources will guide pupils (and parents) 

in exercises that they can do in the comfort of their own 
surroundings  

Sport specific:
• Individual sport channels have been set up in Microsoft Teams 
• Sport specific fitness programmes are available
• Video footage of specific skill development sessions are 

available 
• Group interaction is encouraged 
 

Wednesday afternoon – Constructive Time/Sport & Exercise/House 
Activity:
• Academic lessons will not take place on Wednesday afternoon 

to enable all pupils the opportunity to take full advantage of this 
programme.  Pupils may wish to participate in sporting options 
available or engage in a form of exercise of their own choice.

Nutritional advice:
• Available in the Games Team for each age group 
• Using social media and a range of online videos and guides, 

we will raise awareness of balanced diets, healthy eating and 
positive mental wellbeing.  



08:45 - 09:10

Log into Microsoft Teams
• be at your work station to register online with your tutor
• receive any important announcements
• celebrate merits
• chat online (either via video or through posts) with members of your tutor group and tutor.

09:10 – 09:30
Watch Whole School Message 
• via video from a member of SMT, Father Darren, senior pupils or even Congers with Mr Dawson.

09:30 - 09.45

Receive and check assignments/deadlines for the day 
• teachers may give you a time for a live video lesson 
• If you are unable to attend this, email/message them via Teams to excuse yourself and access the 

recording later.

09:45 – 12:45

11:15 - 11:45: BREAK

Assignments
• Work on the assignments set by your 

teachers

Interactions with Teachers 
• Join a live video lesson (remember this will be 

recorded; ensure your microphone is on mute; 
unmute it if you are asked to speak; use the chat 
function to ask questions as required)

• Watch a pre-recorded video shared by your teacher
• Contact your teacher to ask questions

12:45 - 13:45
Lunchtime 
• leave your work station!
• have lunch and try to go outside

13:45 - 14:00 Check your email and Teams

14:00 - 15:30

Assignments
• Work on the assignments set by your 

teachers

Interactions with Teachers 
• Join a live video lesson (remember this will be 

recorded; ensure your microphone is on mute; 
unmute it if you are asked to speak; use the chat 
function to ask questions as required)

• Watch a pre-recorded video shared by your teacher
• Contact your teacher to ask questions

15:30 - 17:00

Constructive Time / Sport / Enrichment Activity / House Competition
• A chance to do something different to academic work. Complete an enrichment activity, do 

some exercise, read a book, record your contribution to the House competition, practise your 
instrument…

Evening Find time to relax!

A typical day of home learning



P R E P A R I N G  F O R  S I X T H  F O R M

Y E A R  1 1



Are you excited about investigating your chosen A Level subjects in more depth? Are you interested in developing study skills 
ahead of your courses starting in September? Do you wish to understand more about subject expectations and soften the leap 
from GCSE to A Level studies? 

Taking the step from your GCSE examination courses to your selected Advanced Levels can be a steep learning curve at the start of Year 
12. With an increase in independent study time to manage, expectations of more in-depth exploration and research for homework, and 
demands of more complex debates in lessons, the exciting challenges facing Year 12s at the start of their Sixth Form journeys can be 
substantial.

However, the opportunities that our ‘Preparing for Sixth Form’ course will provide will not only maximise this unexpected window of 
remote study we are all facing, but the bespoke, reflective nature of the course will encourage ownership of subject interest and promote 
independent thought. 

The key elements of this course are as follows:

• A guided programme of independent study skills, reflecting on current learning preferences and understanding those required at A 
Level

• A personalised and contemplative pathway, built from a combination of tutor-led forums and journal reflections designed to 
develop self-knowledge and individual motivation 

• Tailored academic projects, enhancing personal insight into chosen subjects including the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ), 
and promoting collaborative exploration based on reasoning, questioning and discussion

How will the course be delivered?

• A mixture of online and face-to-face seminars, focusing on cross-curricular academic approaches
• Subject tutorials, led by A Level teachers and timetabled to respond to individual and group situations
• Regular tutor group discussions

Please note, for collaborative spaces and project submissions, we will use Microsoft Teams (training provided as required). 



L I F E  B E Y O N D  B A R N E Y

Y E A R  1 3



Why are we offering this course?

We want to help you reach the next step as a better version of yourself. We want you to continuously work on your mindset and be better 
equipped to handle the challenge of uncertainty in the next 18 months of your lives. This course will give you clear focus and purpose at 
this time and help you answer the (obvious) interview question “what did you do during the lockdown of 2020?”

Dates: 6th July - 10th July (5 days) 

Price: Free of Charge

Times: 
10.00am -11.30am Session 1
12.00pm -1.00pm Session 2
2.00pm - 3.30pm Session 3

Life Beyond Barney Course

Everyone will take part in the core modules. You will be able to choose which elective modules you would like to take part in.

N.B This list is an example and some of the courses are yet to be confirmed. Further courses and options may be added.

 

All of these activities will be framed with time for written reflection that 
will build towards compiling a working CV that is ready to be used for 
part-time jobs straightaway.

Outcome:
CV ready
Written Reference (from school) ready for employer

Core Modules
Mindset - 12 Happiness Habits
CV Building
How to Thrive at Interview
How to lead in a crisis
Study skills at Uni

Elective Modules
Finance at Uni
Safety at Uni
Cooking on a Uni budget
Top Tips for uni life  
Subject specific university preparation
Social Media and Marketing
Introduction to University Research
Planning a gap year
Body wellness - yoga/Pilates
Crosstraining class
Bartender skills class



“The only way to 
defeat pessimism is 
with optimism.”
Simon Sinek



Parent Tips for Supporting Home Learning

Home learning can be equally challenging for parents! Please remember that you can contact your child’s tutor or HSM to ask for 
support at any time. We would also like to offer you the following advice:

Routine
Try to ensure that each school day follows a regular routine. Your child should be up, dressed, have had breakfast and be at their work 
station for 8.30am. They should maintain a tidy work station in an area conducive to study. Breaks should be regular and ideally away 
from screens. They should finish their school day at the same time each day – we recommend 5.00pm.

Plan the day
Once they have registered online with their tutor and watched the daily assembly message, your child should spend 10 minutes on 
Microsoft Teams checking what work has been set, which assignments are due and which live lessons they should attend that day. You 
may like to do this with them, so you know what they will be working on. They should also plan which enrichment activities and House 
competitions they will take part in that day.

Wellbeing
Your child’s wellbeing is of paramount importance and home learning may put a strain on family life. Your child should have a set time for 
breaks, during which they step away from their work station. Ideally, they should go outside for some fresh air, have a snack and a drink. 
They should be doing some form of exercise at least once a day, talking to friends, accessing the enrichment programme, helping others 
or simply doing a different activity that makes them happy. Importantly, during this period of home learning, if they work effectively 
during the day, they should be able to enjoy an evening free from school work.

Help/Support
There will be times when your child is ‘stuck’ and this is fine! Working through academic problems is an important part of developing 
independent learning. However, if they are unable to solve the issue themselves or perhaps with support from you or peers, they should 
use Microsoft Teams or their school email account to contact the member of staff they feel can help them most effectively. All pupils 
have been reminded of The 10 To Turn To; members of the Barney community who are available to help them if they wish to discuss 
problems.

Reflection
Talking to your child about the work and activities they have completed at the end of each day is hugely valuable. Your child ought to be 
able to reflect upon and explain what went well and what they have learned. They should also be able to highlight what hasn’t gone so 
well and how they could resolve that.

Finally, please be reassured that there is no expectation for your child to work on any assignment beyond the recommended amount of 
time for completion. If they have spent the right amount of time working but still have not finished, that is OK: they should simply submit 
what they have done to their teacher and message them to explain.



H O M E  L E A R N I N G  @  B A R N E Y

A C A D E M I C
Remember the “3 Bs” of independent learning. Go through the 
following checklist in order:

1. BRAIN: think it through again carefully. Can you solve it 
yourself?

2. BOOKS: can you get a hint by looking it up in a book, or 
online?

3. BUDDIES: ask your friends! Use the Chat function on Teams 
for this, or the Collaboration Space in the Class Notebook.

If you are still stuck, it’s time to ask your teacher. The easiest 
way to do this is using the Chat or the Posts function on Teams, 
though you can also email them directly if you need to.

Most importantly of all, DO NOT suffer in silence. If you have a 
problem which can’t be solved: get in touch. All of your teachers, 
tutors and HSMs are here to help. 

P A S T O R A L
Remember The 10 To Turn To:

In addition to your parents and family, there are 10 additional 
routes that you can turn to:

1. A Friend
2. Your Head of House
3. A Peer Supporter
4. Your Teachers
5. Your Tutor
6. Your Housemaster/Housemistress
7. A member of the Senior Management Team
8. Mrs Thirling, the School Counsellor
9. Mrs Ewart, the School Independent Listener
10. Father Darren, the School Chaplain

S U P P O R T

I T  S U P P O R T
If you have any IT issues or questions please contact our IT Department below:

email: helpdesk@barneyschool.org.uk
phone: 01833 696040 (Please leave a message and contact number) 



Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

08:45-09:30 Tutor/House meetings/Whole School Assemblies/Congers
09.30-09:45 Check Microsoft Teams and check emails
09:45-10:15
10:15-10:45
10:45-11:15
11:15-11:45 Break
11:45-12:15
12:15-12:45
12:45-13:45 Lunch 
13.45-14:00 Check Microsoft Teams and check emails
14:00-14:30

Constructive 
Time/House 

Activity/Sport

14:30-15:00
15:00-15:30
15:30 - 17:00 Enrichment/Activity Time Enrichment/Activity Time

B L A N K  T I M E T A B L E

Tutors will share individual copies of this blank timetable with pupils.



We hope you feel this brochure reflects the constructive feedback 
that parents and pupils have offered. Thank you also for the 
following comments which have made us smile.

“I believe that the school has done everything it can to ensure that 
the remote learning provision has been the best it can be.”

“The school provision has been excellent.”

“It’s fantastic what the school and staff have achieved.”

“I think it is hugely difficult to move from classroom to online 
provision. Barney has made a good fist of it on the whole.”

“The house sessions have been great, and the pastoral support 
excellent.”

“From the outset, we have been impressed by the school’s 
handling of this crisis. The staff have inspired students to stay 
calm, be positive and turn disadvantage into opportunity using a 
very welcome light touch and a metaphorical hug. It rubbed off on 
us, too. Tutor and Housemistress were both excellent in showing 
their interest and total support. We are grateful to Barney School.”

“I have to say my son was able to work very independently 
throughout this process with great supportive from his tutors, even 
to being concerned emotionally too.”

“Barnard Castle School and teachers have set work and supported 
my son throughout this very challenging year in his school life. 
Thank you Barney.”

“The online learning has been well organised and communication 
has been very good.”

“It has been well organised and well supported.”

“Communication with school has been great.”

“Barnard Castle School have been very organised in the transition 
arrangements from school to remote learning.”

“The school seems to be doing the best job it can in the 
circumstances. The tutors and HSMs are doing a really good job of 
keeping in touch and ensuring that my son is happy and managing 
his school work.”

“A positive experience and a good response from the school.”

“It has been well planned and the learning platform worked really 
well. Strong and relevant feedback throughout.”

“Overall, the staff enthusiasm and helpfulness cannot be faulted. 
They deserve high praise and much gratitude.”

“My child’s school has approached the administration and 
provision of the online content and support with admirable 
planning and communication, which has caused minimal stress 
at the home end of the arrangement. Teachers and pastoral 
contacts have been proactive in their approach and the school 
management have always appeared joined up and thoughtful, 
importantly “on top” of all arrangements, anticipating parents and 
student’s needs. We are very grateful for this professional and 
thorough approach, our school should be very proud of how they 
have reacted to and shown up through this time of national crisis.”

“I think the school has done an incredible job during this very 
difficult time.”

“I think the school are doing a great job…. Well done!”

“Working well given the circumstances. The house competitions 
were a great way of getting the students to focus on a non-
academic activity. Lovely to see videos and photos of these 
activities as well, it helps the Barney community feel “together”.”

“I am absolutely thrilled with the support and education that has 
been provided during the crisis.”

T H O U G H T S  S O  F A R



Key Contacts:

Headmaster – Mr Jackson – Headmaster@barneyschool.org.uk
Second Master – Mr Pepper – MTP@barneyschool.org.uk
Deputy Head (Academic) – Dr Truss - MRT@barneyschool.org.uk
Deputy Head (Pastoral) – Mr Lavery - PJL@barneyschool.org.uk
Deputy Head (Sixth Form) – Mr Cresswell - DJC@barneyschool.org.uk
Bursar – Mrs Metcalf - SMM@barneyschool.org.uk

Bowes: Mrs Riley – CJR@barneyschool.org.uk
Dale: Mr McTurk - CDMM@barneyschool.org.uk
Durham – Mrs Campbell - AJC@barneyschool.org.uk
Longfield – Mrs Burgess - LJB@barneyschool.org.uk
Marwood – Miss Hovington - OJH@barneyschool.org.uk
North – Mr Monument - LDM@barneyschool.org.uk
Old Courts – Mr Edwards - TSE@barneyschool.org.uk
Tees – Mr Fairwood - HWF@barneyschool.org.uk
York – Mr Monument - LDM@barneyschool.org.uk

School Counsellor – Mrs Thirling - DT@barneyschool.org.uk
School Independent Listener - Mrs Ewart - 07810 087980
School Chaplain - Father Darren - DRM@barneyschool.org.uK

ICT Support - ictsupport@barneyschool.org.uk - 01833 696040 (please leave 
a message and contact number)



H O M E  L E A R N I N G  @  B A R N E Y


