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Headmistress’s News

The momentous Barnard Run took place on Monday, and what a
wonderful event it was, the sun was shining, the children were excited and
the determination was fabulous, although I think the hot chocolate and
biscuits served by the Barney Friends at the end may have had something
to do with it! The races were a delight to watch and I was so proud of all
our runners, from the age of four upwards, for taking part. Particular
mention must go to Matthew Burgess, Joseph Swann and Edwin Barwick
for placing in the boys’ Prep School Barnard Run and Esme Berend,
Scarlett Hutchinson and Anna Metcalf coming top for the girls.
The annual Year 3 and 4 play ‘The X-Factory!’ took place on Tuesday and
Wednesday this week and what a spectacular show it was. The singing,
acting and performances put on by the children was a real team effort and
one to be extremely proud of. I was delighted that the children were able to
perform to two packed out audiences in fine style, despite being extremely
tired on Thursday! My thanks to Miss White for directing the play,
Mr Burgess, Miss Strachan and Mrs Shearn for helping to produce the
play, Mrs Small for the props and Dr Harrison for the musical
choreography. Well done everyone!
At 11.55pm last night 36 excited and tired (even though they would never
admit it) children climbed aboard the coach with Miss Strachan,
Mrs Small, Mr Ayres, Mr Killeen and Mrs Robertson on their adventure to
France. They have a busy itinerary prepared with lots of opportunities to
practise their French. We hope you enjoy reading all about their trip on
Facebook and the school website this weekend.
Have a lovely weekend.
Laura Turner

Course Bookings
STEM Course
Thursday 4th & Friday 5th April
For pupils in Years 4, 5 and 6
Letter attached to last week’s email
and today’s email with further details
and a reply slip to book your child’s
place.
Activity Weeks
Monday 22nd to Friday 26th July
Monday 19th to Friday 23rd August
Click on the link below to book your
child’s place via the online booking
system.
https://
www.barnardcastleschool.org.uk/
activityweeks2019/

School Menus
Week commencing 18th March will be Menu 1 which can be found on the school website:
https://www.barnardcastleschool.org.uk/prep-school/prep-school-catering/

What’s happening?
 Pre-Prep Concert - prepare to have
your heart melted! It’s the Pre-Prep
Concert on Wednesday 27th March at
2:30pm in the Atkinson H all. All
families welcome - not a ticketed event,
doors open at 2:15pm. Enjoy as all pupils
in Reception, Years 1 and 2 perform their
socks off!
 House Football for Years 5 and 6 - a
reminder that parents are welcome to this
House match on Friday 29th March at
2:15pm w hich w as r ear r an ged fr om
earlier this term due to poor weather.
 Activities - as usual, there will not be
any lunch time or after school activities
during the last week of term.
 End of Term - the Lent Term finishes at
the end of the school day on Friday 29th
March. Signing in until 5pm is still on as
usual, with buses leaving at 5:10pm as
always, however there is no extended care
for this evening.

Forthcoming Sporting Fixtures
Football
Wednesday 20th March - Football at Bow
School: U11A, U10A, 1:30pm
Netball
Friday 22nd March - Netball at Mowden
Hall: Year 2 & 3 - Cancelled by hosts
Netball Tournament at Queen Margaret’s: U11,
10:30am
Cross Country
Friday 22nd March - Cross Country
Tournament at Queen Margaret’s:
U11, 10:30am
Gymnastics
Friday 22nd March - HMC Gymnastics at
RGS Newcastle: Years 4, 5 & 6, 10:30am
Rugby
Saturday 23rd March - Rugby 7s at
Mowden Hall: U11, 1pm

Boarders’ News
On Friday night in Old Courts I taught the
junior boarders a couple of my favourite party
games: ‘Matthew, Matthew’ and ‘Empires’.
Lots of (loud) fun had by all! On Saturday
morning, as the Year 6s excitedly participated
in their Bridging the Gap Senior School
experience, Miss Strachan took the Year 4s
over to ROF59 for some indoor climbing. In
the afternoon the prep boarders went over to
the pool with Mr Burgess. On Sunday
afternoon it was off to Adrenalin to take on
the Krypton Factor assault course. I was
really impressed with the determination and bravery shown by the
younger boarders, especially as they crawled through the mud, jumped
into the water and climbed over walls, all in miserable weather conditions!
On another note, it’s great to see the boarders helping in the kitchen and
this week saw a couple of the boys making
banana milkshakes. Mr Robson

App of the Week
Sky View Lite
Inspired by Year 4’s
visit to the Planetarium
whilst at the Centre for
Life, I have an app designed to help
make you an astronomer. Let it guide
you to the location of stars and
constellations and identify them.
This app is an intuitive stargazing app
that uses your camera to precisely spot
and identify celestial objects in the sky,
day or night. Find your favourite
constellations as they fade in and out
while you scan across the sky, locate the
Moon, discover distant galaxies, and
witness satellite fly-bys.
Miss White
aaw@barneyschool.org.uk

Maths Puzzler
Lots of interest in our World Book Day themed puzzler
last week. Congratulations to Mila Johnson, George
Goad, Joe Rutherford and everyone else who took the
time to work on the puzzle. There were 71 pages in the
book; there are a number of ways to work this out, one
of which uses the sum of consecutive numbers. Mila’s
solution is below.

This week I’d like to know if it takes 4 people 4 hours to
eat 400 pain au chocolates, how long would it take 8
people to eat 800?
Good luck!
Mr Ayres
sta@barneyschool.org.uk

Reception, over
and out!
Inspired by Sergeant
Turner’s visit, the
Reception children
made walkie-talkies
from cardboard boxes.
They included a volume
button, antenna and
‘push to talk’ buttons.
The children are ready
and waiting for your calls!

Excellent Edinburgh!
Year 1 had an amazing day with Barnaby Bear in Edinburgh
last Friday. We started the day off early by catching the
train up to the city. We walked to the castle, spotting
famous landmarks. Once in the castle we saw the Great
Hall, the chapel, the famous Mons Meg cannon and the
dungeons. We all gathered to watch the famous 1pm
cannon go off. We walked with the accompaniment of a
Scottish piper down the Royal Mile to Pizza Express where
the children had tummies full of pizza and ice cream. The
trip was followed by a three hour delay on the return
journey at Newcastle central station, but true to form, in
Barney style we rose to the challenge and sang our hours
away until transport arrived. What an adventure we all had!

The X Factory
By now all of our Year 3 and 4 parents, as well
as most of the school, have seen the fruits of
all those weeks of learning songs, lines and
preparing costumes. I am so proud of what
they have achieved and how confidently they
held themselves on stage. My warmest thanks
go to you, the parents, for keeping them going
as well as helping them to create costumes and
learn everything. In addition I would like to
thank Dr Harrison for the hours of rehearsals
and support he has given to the children, Miss
Strachan, Mrs Shearn and Mr Burgess for
their dedication to ensuring the production
went so well. Of course the ones who deserve
the hugest round of applause are all the
children from both year groups who kept
going through illness, fixtures and lots of
rehearsals – you have amazed me with your
skills, dancing and singing. Well done!
Miss White

Glorious Greece!
Despite being tired out after two
nights of performing, Year 3 spent
yesterday afternoon becoming
travel agents! As part of our
‘Ancient Greek’ topic, the children
researched what life is like in
Greece today in preparation for
creating their own travel guides.
The IT suite was filled with talk of
moussaka, sunny islands and
olives ... fantastikos!

A debate erupts!
The Year 5 children had great fun in Geography this week. They
were given the opportunity to take part in a debate about the
advantages and disadvantages of living and working near a
volcano. There were lots of discussions and the children enjoyed
trying to prove that they were right and their opponents were
wrong. They learnt lots of new and interesting facts
along the way; well done Year 5!

Two sides to every story!
Mr Joy’s Year 6 English class have been
discussing the importance of seeing events from
different perspectives. They all rewrote a new
version of a well-known fairy-tale from the side of
the ‘bad guy’. Ranging from a giant who was only
defending his property, a young boy called Jack
who was stealing all of his things, and a witch
who simply gave Snow White an apple as one of
her five-a-day, how was she to know it was bad?
Everybody soon realised that a story can be
influencing and persuade you to take sides,
depending upon who is writing it; an important
thing to remember when reading newspapers and
information online these days. To end the topic,
they each performed their new versions of their
tales in the Senior School Drama studio.

Headmistress’s
Commendations:
James Harburn
Sienna Lawson
Hetty Barwick
Bella Staley
Hugo Manners
Lily Shearn
Jacob Griffin
Toby Willsmore
Alexander Milbank

Well done!

Friction fun!
This week Year 2 had great fun learning about
friction in Science. A ramp was made and the class
tested a range of different surfaces including rubber
and sandpaper. Measurements of the distances
travelled
were
taken and
the
children
described
the
importance
of a fair
test.

Awards This Week:
Special Mention Certificates:
John Turnbull, Alia Saunders, James Nath, Fenella
Heagerty, Arabella Milbank, Dominick Armstrong, Jacob
Griffin, Lucy Willsmore, Dexter Thomas, Charles Bennett,
Isla MacConachie, Rory Metcalf, Liberty Flounders, Joe
Rutherford, Sofia Wilson, Charlotte Blenkiron, Megan
Brown, Jacob Thomas, Jessica Raper, Isobel Heagerty,
Niamh Hennessy, Fred Dullage, Tom Body, Polly Heintz,
Joe Arnold, Luke Banner, Molly Rendall, Oscar Hewitt
Merit Certificates:
Dominick Armstrong, James Harburn, Olivia Harland,
Harriet Hatton, Archie Walder, Daisy Allison, Fenella
Heagerty, Annabel Jackson, James Nath, Hugo Thompson,
Edith Smart, Flora Whitaker, Felicity Lineton, Violet
Heintz, Kelvin Bell, Tom Body, Ellie Derrick, Sophie McGill,
Joseph Robin Truss, Elodie Lavery, Arabella Milbank,
Alexander Milbank, Hetty Barwick, Charlie Bridges, Sienna
Lawson, Rory Metcalf, Ella Turner, Max Hunton, Joseph
Swann, Sophie Winnard, Theo Te Lintelo, Isabel Warren,
Joe Arnold, Toby Gent, Matthew Blackburn, Juliette Harper
-Wilkes, Jack Baptist, Dylan Dougal, Reuben Hosking,
Jenson Moody, Sophie Richardson, Tom Staley, Lucy
Willsmore, Nathan Brown, Toby Rutherford, Liberty
Flounders, Liberty Forsyth, Sophia Hare, Freddie Harland,
Louise Newcombe, Charlotte Owens, Joe Rutherford, Finlay
Toyne, William Watson, George-Louis Boulton, Megan
Brown, Isabel Fall, Isobel Heagerty, Scarlett Hutchinson,
Zara Dobson, George Goad, Dougie Ross, Benjamin French,
Toby Green, Lucy Harburn, Harriet Robson, Harry Sinclair, Esme Berend, Matthew Burgess, Emily England,
Oscar Hewitt, Jonny Royle, Oliver Stubbs, Theo Tweddle

Happy Birthday!
Edwin Barwick, Reuben Hosking
Alexander Milbank, Samuel Wake
Kieran Armstrong, Dominick Armstrong
Alexander Carr
Best wishes!

Sideline
This sporting week has certainly been a competitive one. Last Friday we had girls’ home and away Netball fixtures
versus Yarm:
Netball v Yarm: U11
It was great that this fixture was able to be rearranged, and this time with not a flake of snow in sight! The girls had
clearly taken on the theme of ‘resilience’ and played with great determination throughout the matches. Zara took an
early tumble but was ably substituted by Harriet who, despite not being an obvious Goal Defence, defended with real
grit until Zara was able to resume her role. Polly took a ball to the face, but refused to come off the court (a little like
Chelsea’s Kepa!) and played on with great strength of character. I was so proud of the girls, particularly as they won
the match 4-1. They had plenty more opportunities on goal, but could not convert, so more practice under pressure is
definitely needed. The ‘B’ players were more successful with their goal count, managing to slot in seven goals,
although were unfortunate to lose 9-7 in the end. Abygail was voted Player of the Match for the ‘B’ team and Emily
Coggrave POM for the ‘As’. Well played girls. Mrs Thompson

Netball v Yarm: U10
Last Friday we took three teams to Yarm to play in a Netball fixture. We took a while to get into our stride after
getting off the bus but by the second half we were playing much better, using the skills we have been practising in
Games lessons. Two teams played full 7-a-side matches with the remaining team playing high five rules. Although
there was some super Netball being played we came away without a win. Mrs Summerson-Brown
Barney Run
On Monday, the school held the 127th Barnard Run. After a frosty start to the morning, the sun came out, which made
for good running conditions; a blessing, having heard how wet it was last year. We have seen a major change to the
Senior School course in recent years with the felling of top tree and this year saw some changes to the Prep School
runs as we extended the distances, making them more challenging. The Pre-Prep started the day with their fun run
over 1,150 metres and I was delighted to see pupils accompanied by a good many staff, making this a great event to
start the day. Shortly after the
Pre-Prep fun runners started, the
Prep School fun run set off on
their 1,350 metre run, with
pupils joining to finish together.
It was good to see front runners
challenging each other, and it
was great to see Freya Turner
and Jacob Griffin in Years 1 and
2 respectively, come home as
first girl and boy. Reception
class pupils also performed
exceptionally well, which was
great to observe. It bodes well
for future cross country events
because the majority of children
really enjoyed taking part, and
there were a good number of
Pre-Prep who thrived on the
competitive aspect of the fun
run.

Sideline
Rugby 7’s at St Olave’s: U11
Unfortunately the HMC Rugby 7’s Tournament at St Olave’s, which was due to be played on Tuesday was cancelled
due to waterlogged pitches and has been re-arranged for Tuesday 26th March.
Netball Tournament at Yarm: U9
On Thursday six of the U9 girls travelled to Yarm to take part in
a Netball tournament. The day promised to give the children
plenty of opportunity to improve their individual skills and
team play. We got off to a rocky start with a loss against a very
strong Yarm team and, after a good team talk looking at where
to improve, we went into our next match against Cundall. Our
team play improved and we were finding space much better,
unfortunately we were not victorious but lessons were learned.
Our final match before the semi-final was against Yarm’s B
team and the girls brought their A game, winning the match
and taking us to the next stage of the competition. Our semi-final game was against Teesside High School and Barney
played out of their skins winning 7-0! This meant we went into the final against Yarm A2s. It was a hard fought
match with the score fluctuating between both teams 1-0, 1-1, 2-1, 2-2 with the final whistle blowing at 3-2 to Yarm.
The girls were over the moon with their runners up medals and I was super
happy with the way they improved their skills as the tournament progressed.
Well done girls! Mrs Summerson-Brown
Football Tournament at Yarm: U9
Congratulations to our Year 4 Football team who attended Yarm School’s
annual Football tournament yesterday. The boys played very well and have
definitely improved a lot over the course of the last two tournaments. Teams
from Yarm, Bow, Choristers, Cundall Manor and Teesside High were at this
festival. The boys did very well in their group games, topping their group with
two wins and two draws. This meant that they went into the cup semi-finals
but unfortunately, the boys lost-out in a tight game with Choristers. Well done
to all of the boys for their efforts and congratulations to Henry Johnstone who
was Barnard Castle School’s player of the tournament. Thanks also to
supporting parents who encouraged the boys throughout the day. Mr Burgess
Gymnastics Competition
On Sunday, Ella Turner and Libby Forsyth took part in the North
Grades 2019 competition and performed a bar, floor and beam
routine and two vaults. They competed against 56 other children.
Libby received a ribbon for fourth place in the competition and Ella
received an individual gold medal and was crowned overall winner of
the competition. In addition to this, all Ella’s team from South
Durham received a gold team medal for their combined
performances and Libby’s team from Darlington Gymnastics Club
received silver. Well done girls! We are looking forward to the HMC
competition in a week’s time.
Sports performer of the week
Congratulations to Niamh Hennessy who qualified for her yellow belt, following
Taekwondo grading on Sunday. Niamh’s journey to this point started in Year 2
when she took up Taekwondo, and Niamh cites her role model as Jade Jones
MBE, who represents Great Britain as her main inspiration. (In 2012, Jade won
Britain's first taekwondo Olympic gold medal in the women's 57kg category, and
in 2016 won the gold again at the Olympics in Rio). Master Bryan Whiley,
founder of Baek Ho ("White Tiger") Taekwondo, officiated at the grading exam
session, which around 30 pupils attended. He praised Niamh as an example
pupil, having never missed a training session in more than three years of doing
Taekwondo. Master Bryan commented on Niamh's perseverance and
"indomitable spirit". To receive such high praise is just-reward for the years of
training that Niamh has put in to achieve this level. Hopefully Niamh will be an
inspiration to other pupils reading this, and it will reinforce the message that
“there are no shortcuts to any place worth going”.
Mr Burgess
mab@barneyschool.org.uk

