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Headmistress’s News
What a day for Prep School yesterday! A huge thank you to all the
children for all their wonderful costumes, from witches to princesses,
Roald Dahl and David Walliams characters to dragons, we were all
truly overwhelmed at the children’s costumes. A love for reading is so
precious and we all had many opportunities to read as three bells rang
throughout the day and everybody stopped what they were doing and
read. As you read this, I am currently in Edinburgh with our very
excited Year 1 children exploring Edinburgh Castle.
Looking forward, a highlight of our Lent Term programme is the
eagerly anticipated Year 3 and 4 musical, ‘The X-Factory!’, the staging
and lighting are set, the pupils are primed and ready to perform and I
know it will be an enjoyable event. On Monday we also have the Barney
Run, where 50 boys and girls will be competing, chosen from our
House Cross Country race earlier this term. The remaining Prep School
children, including our youngest runners aged four, will all be taking
part in the Fun Run. This is a wonderful occasion for the whole school
to come together. The Prep School Fun Run takes place at 11:05am
with the Barney Run at 11:25am. All parents are welcome to the event
to support the children and I look forward to seeing some of you there.
Have a lovely weekend.
Laura Turner

Prep School Barney Run
and Fun Run
Prep School have, once again, been
invited to join in the Barney Run.
During the morning of Monday 11th
March, all Prep School children from
Reception to Year 6 will be running.
Parents are more than welcome to join
us on the school fields from 10:40am.
Hot drinks will be available to all.
Please note, the first race is at
11:05am.
A selection of boys and girls from
Years 3 to 6 are going to compete in the
Prep School Barnard Run. The rest of
the school will be running part of the
course as the Barnard Fun Run.
All pupils should come to school in their
PE kit on this day and bring their
uniform to change into afterwards in
case of muddy conditions.

School Menus
Week commencing 4th March will be Menu 3 which can be found on the school website:
https://www.barnardcastleschool.org.uk/prep-school/prep-school-catering/

What’s happening?
 BarneyBeReading - we hope all the pupils
are enjoying the BarneyBeReading Challenge
and we are hopeful of raising some money for
the refurbishment of the library through the
sponsorship forms, copies of which were sent
home with the children yesterday. Thank you
in advance for your support.
 Barney Run - all Prep pupils will take part
in the Fun Run this Monday 11th March and
should come to school in their PE kit and
bring their uniform to change into. Parents
are welcome to watch on the fields behind
Chapel.
 Year 3 & 4 Play - as a reminder, all pupils in
Years 3 and 4 will stay at school for tea next
Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 13th March.
We hope you are looking forward to the
performances at 7pm in the Atkinson Hall on
both evenings!

Forthcoming Sporting Fixtures
Barney Run and Fun Run
Monday 11th March - all pupils
taking part, first race at
11:05am
Rugby
Tuesday 12th March - Rugby 7s HMC
at St Olave’s: U11, 12:30pm
Netball
Thursday 14th March - Netball
Competition at Yarm School: U9,
11:30am
Friday 15th March - Netball v Polam Hall:
U11, U10 (A), 1:30pm
Football
Thursday 14th March - Football
Competition at Yarm School: U9,
11:30am

Boarders’ News
It has been a busy week in the life of the
Junior Boarding House. On Friday
evening it was “Cake Wars!”. The
boarders were divided into teams for a
cake decorating competition. On
Saturday, Mrs Shearn arranged for the
Prep boarders to visit Brightwoods
Forest School. They had a great day out
making their own bows and arrows. On
Sunday afternoon the fun continued at
Infinite Air where the boarders had a lot
of fun on the trampolines and inflatables. Finally on Tuesday it was Pancake Day
in Old Courts with our keen young chefs. Phew, what a
week! Mr Robson

Maths Puzzler
Congratulations to everyone who tackled last week’s
puzzler! I asked you to use eight 8s to make exactly
1000, and there was lots of interest. Well done to Joe
Rutherford and George Goad, whose answer appears
below.

App of the Week
Music Sparkles
In honour of the play
and the importance of
the music in the
production, I have included a musical
app this week. Music Sparkles brings a
world of music to your fingertips. From
piano and xylophones to electric guitars just tap and play. Enjoy spectacular
sparkles created by your own music as
you play. With the large collection of
musical instruments, you will be able to
develop your musical talent!
Miss White
aaw@barneyschool.org.uk

This week’s puzzle is linked to World Book Day.
If the sum of all the pages in a book (i.e pg 1 + pg 2 + pg
3….) is 2556, how many pages were in the book?
This is a bit tricky, you could start with a few pages and
see if you spot a pattern or you could try:
https://www.everythingcarlfreidrichgauss.com/ for a
hint.
The website was created by Saffron Flounders in Year 6
and details the life and times of Germany’s most famous
mathematician. Gauss was a mischievous (and very
talented) mathematician who worked out how to solve
just such a problem.
Good luck!
Mr Ayres
sta@barneyschool.org.uk

Help I need somebody!
This term Reception are learning all about
people who help us. We have been very lucky to
have two special visitors into school. First, Mrs
Farren the school nurse told us all about her job
and answered lots of the children’s interesting
questions. Next, the children were introduced to
Sergeant Turner who spoke about his job,
showed the children his uniform and equipment
and even let the children use the siren in his
police vehicle. We are all really enjoying this
interesting topic!

Barney books!
Year 1 have had a really busy week. We
have continued on from last week’s
English non-fiction work on nocturnal
animals. The
children have
thoroughly
immersed
themselves in
researching on
the Internet
and in books in
order to write
their own
“Night time”
book. We had
a fantastic afternoon yesterday when World Book Day
got us all creative making
‘Fairy Tale’ doors into our
classrooms!

Second hand uniform
Summer is coming and we have a good supply of
summer dresses. We also have a number of sets of
cricket pads so, if you are getting organised for next
term why not pop in and have a look around?
As always, we need more stock, you can either drop it
in on a Friday at the shop or leave it with Mrs Morse
or at the Senior School General Office. Please leave
you child’s name in the bag.
Barney Friends

Glorious Gardens!
Year 2 created some super
‘Easter Gardens’ this week.
They have been learning
the story of Easter and
recreated the Garden of
Gethsemane using a range
of natural materials from
the school grounds.
A super job Year 2!

Did someone say X Factory?
Rehearsals are almost completed for the Years 3 and 4 production of
‘The X Factory’ which will be debuted on Tuesday for the school in the
afternoon and in the evening for all our parents and friends.
The children are most excited now that the staging is up and are looking
forward to putting on their costumes for the first time. Lines have been
learnt, songs and dances prepared and character interpretations
perfected.
We look forward to welcoming you all to the Atkinson Hall next week!

Happy Birthday!
Gus Living
Tom Staley

Best wishes!

Sweet Statistics

Dream theme!

One of our favourite ways of practising
Maths skills is through the medium of
sweets! Simple tallies and pictograms are
visual ways of interpreting data, but in my
Year 6 set we are now using sweets to
explore
‘mode,
frequency,
mean and
median’.
These
potentially
tricky areas
are
suddenly
made much
clearer
when there
are such
tasty
resources to
cement the
concepts!

This week the Year 5s started their ‘Lunar Theme Park’ topic in Hall
Maths. They have started planning and budgeting for their theme
park but with only £500,000 to spend, what will their theme parks
look like? Watch this space!

Mrs Thompson

Sideline
Cross Country at Teesside High School: U11, U10, U9
On Friday 1st March, we visited Teesside High School for the Cluster Group
Cross Country Championships. There were six schools present, each school
entering eight pupils into the six races (for Year 4-6 boys and girls). This
resulted in a large number of entrants for each race. For many of our
competitors, this was the second cross country competition of the week,
having competed earlier in the week at Hunter Hall. There were some
outstanding individual and team performances.
In the Under 9 Boys’ race, George Swinbank was first overall, running as a
Year 3 in a predominantly Year 4 age category. In third place was Joe
Rutherford with a great individual effort. Overall, Under 9 Boys came in
first place, due to an outstanding performance by the remainder
of the team. Under 9 Girls finished overall in third place, so well
done to the girls also.
In the Under 10 Boys’ race, Joseph Swann finished second
overall with a team placing of second also. The Under 10 Girls’
team performed exceptionally, with Anna Metcalf coming first,
Scarlet Hutchinson a close second and our first five girls home all
in the top eleven runners. This resulted in first place for the
team.
At the Under 11 age category, our girls finished second overall.
For the Under 11 Boys’ race, well done to Matthew Burgess who
sealed a great first place win and Jonny Royle who came home in
third place. Again, this was another superb team effort, with the
first six runners all home within the top sixteen overall.
The team results: three first place, two second and one third place
finish made Barnard Castle Prep School the overall champions for
2019. Well done to all 48 pupils who raced.
Rugby 7s at Rossall School: U11
On Wednesday, our Year 6 Rugby 7’s team travelled to Rossall near
Fleetwood for their annual ‘42nd Invitational Junior Rugby Festival’.
The completion of twenty teams was divided into an ‘Experienced
Tier’, which we were entered into and an ‘Emerging Tier’. After the
long journey, the boys started the competition slowly, losing by a single
try to Terra Nova School, Cheshire. The boys then ‘woke up’ and
started to play Rugby, defeating St. Ambrose, of Greater Manchester.
We defeated Manchester Grammar and drew 0 v 0 with Kirkham Grammar, who topped our
group, meaning that we finished second. As runners up in our group, we played The Buchan
School, Isle of Man, but having scored the first try, we ultimately lost 10 v 20.
This was a
fabulous
tournament to be
invited to, not
least because
Rossall School
were great hosts, but also because it extends
the potential future opportunities for our
pupils. Good relationships have been forged
with a number of staff present at the
tournament and,
in particular, it
would be great to
host a school from
the Isle of Man
and have the
opportunity to
visit with sporting
teams in the
future.

Sideline
Squash Tournament at Norton Squash Club
On Thursday of this week, three boys and two girls represented the
Prep School 1st V Squash team in the Durham and Cleveland Primary
Schools’ Tournament Finals at Norton Squash Club. We competed
against Crooksbarn of Stockton, Ings Farm of Redcar, and Chandlers
Ridge of Nunthorpe. Overall we came third out of the four teams,
competing well against Year 6 players with our squad of; one Year 6
boy, two Year 5 girls and two Year 4 boys. This bodes well for the
future and we will endeavour to provide opportunities next term for
more players to get on court.
Thursday proved a busy day as one of the main events on of our sporting calendar for this term also took place. This
was the HMC Football and Netball at Hymers School.
Netball HMC Tournament at Hymers: U11A
Resilience is the key word to describe what is required to win Netball
matches in the pouring rain! Once again the Under 11 Netballers started
slowly in this prestigious tournament, losing their first match to the hosts
Hymers. A further loss and a draw underlined a less than convincing BCS
performance. However, once they got into their stride, the girls played the
type of Netball for which they are renowned. Two good wins saw them
through to the Bowl play-offs. A further win ensured their passage to the
semi-finals, where they narrowly lost to our local rivals, Bow School. By the
end of the tournament the girls were thoroughly pumped and played some
of the best Netball I have seen from them this season. I think we will play
outside for the rest of the season so that they can experience the challenge
of playing in different weather conditions. A lot learned today- well done
girls and I thoroughly enjoyed your company. Mrs Thompson
Football HMC Tournament at Hymers: U11A
In the Under 11 Football, we started slowly after our journey, losing 0-3 to
Dame Allan’s. We then improved significantly with a string of victories;
3 v 0 against Bow Durham, 1 v 0 against Yarm, 4 v 0 against Hull Collegiate
and 1 v 0 against Bronte House, making us runners up in the group stage.
This put us in the Cup competition where we faced QEGS Wakefield and
lost to a golden goal, with not a lot between the teams (QEGS went on to
win the cup). This put us in the Plate (second of a four tier competition).
We faced a tough GSAL team and beat them 2-1 to then faced Dame Allan’s
again in the final. Having lost 0 v 3 to them in the group stages, in our final
game the boys were over the moon to beat them 1 v 0 to be HMC Plate
Champions for 2019. What a great achievement! I was very proud of all the
boys, Joe Arnold led by example and the players listened well and followed
the tactics brilliantly. Mr Killeen
Sports performer of the week
Again, it is great to see Barnard Castle Prep School teams performing so well in competitions. The HMC Football is a
major competition and for our Under 11 Boys to perform so well, they must receive ‘Team of the Week’ for this week.
Their achievements are particularly impressive because of the standard of the competition, the fact that they only lost
via a conceded golden goal to the Cup Winners, but most importantly, having lost 0 v 3 to Dame Allan’s in the group
stages, they were able to show real ‘grit’ to reverse this result to a 1 v 0 win in the plate final! Well done boys, a
remarkable achievement!
We are all looking forward to the Barney Run and Fun Run on Monday!

Mr Burgess
mab@barneyschool.org.uk

Wonderful World Book Day!
Prep School had a fantastic time yesterday
celebrating World Book Day. The morning
was spent in Houses where several
interesting board games were created. In
the afternoon it was back to individual
classes to decorate each classroom door as
a doorway into a story. If you get chance
to have a look around, there are
some super creations on
display! It was wonderful to see
all the imaginative costumes from both staff and children and we hope the
children are busy getting sponsored for their BarneyBeReading Challenge
which is to raise money for the refurbishment of our library. Let’s see how
much we can raise by the end of this term!
New ‘Around the World in 80 Books’ challenge booklets were given out to all
children in Years 2-6 and we hope they all enjoy taking part over the next year.

Headmistress’s
Commendations:
Poppy Hendrix
Emily England
Minnie Wilson
Kieran Armstrong
Saffron Flounders
Laura Watts
Tilly Gray
Liberty Forsyth
Jake Lawson
Dominick Armstrong
Frankie Wilks
Harriet Robson
Lucy Harburn

Well done!

Awards This Week:
Merit Certificates:
Isaac Binks, Hugo Manners, Alia Saunders, Lilly Cassidy,
Fenella Heagerty, Isabelle Shield, Freya Turner, Pia Willcocks,
Elodie Lavery, Thomas Scott-Priestley, Frankie Wilks,
Isla Durban, Sebastian Howard, Caitlyn McLean, Alex Banner,
Charles Bennett, Freydis Blake, Adam Lee, Nathan Brown,
Alice Burton, Matilda Chapman, Archie Lanigan-O’Keeffe,
George Swinbank, Harry Westgarth, Charlotte Blenkiron,
Harrison Hutton, William Jones, Harry Forrester,
Ramneek Khokhar, Frankie Preston, William Banner,
Henry Jenkinson, Oscar Lawson, Benjamin Pelly,
Quinn Williams, Olivia Bridges, Fred Dullage, Ava Pittaway,
William Pittaway, Saffron Flounders, Benjamin French

