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Headmistress’s News
Our theme this week has been ‘The Barney Way’ and we have looked carefully at how working together to do this
unites us at Prep School. This has been ably demonstrated throughout the week as the children impressed our
visiting inspectors from the Independent Schools Inspectorate. As expected, the children were polite, smart,
organised, respectful and kind, everything we all want for our children and showing what impressive individuals they
are at such a young age. I would like to thank all the parents who kindly responded to the parental questionnaire
issued this week, your support, as always, is very much appreciated. The report will be made available to us in
approximately five weeks time.
Our House events seem to be dominating the calendar this term, with our Year 3 and 4 Cross Country run taking
place earlier this week, our Year 5 and 6 House Football and Netball competitions taking place on Friday at 2pm, the
Year 3 and 4 House Football and Netball competitions on Monday at 2pm and, of course, the eagerly anticipated
House Singing on Wednesday at 2pm. The Houses are busy preparing for this event and the competition is definitely
heating up as costumes, and melodies, are finalised. This will be our first House Singing competition which will
involve the Pre-Prep and I cannot wait to see which House will be announced as winners.
The cold weather has started, with a few snowflakes falling yesterday and snow forecast for the weekend; it is hard to
believe that it has been a year since the Beast from the East arrived … fingers crossed he does not return again!
Wishing you all a lovely weekend.
Laura Turner

Boarders’ News
The weekend fun in Old
Courts started on Friday
evening with an old party
favourite – the cornflake box
game. The junior boarders
had a lot of fun trying to pick
up the ever diminishing box
just using their teeth with
only their feet touching the
ground. It appears we have
some very flexible boarders!
On Saturday, Mrs Summerson-Brown arranged for
the prep boarders to enjoy the afternoon in a box at
Mowden Park to watch a narrow defeat to
Blackheath. The highlight was to see our very own
Mr McTurk score a great try.
On Sunday
afternoon, Mr
Robson and Mr
Monument took
the boarders on a
countryside walk
along the River
Tees to
Egglestone Abbey.
The boarders loved running up and down the hills, getting stuck in the mud and
generally enjoying the fresh air.
Mr Robson

Pick up a penguin?

Have you got the X Factor?

Reception have been learning about Antarctica and have
made some wonderful penguins. We talked about the
differences between Antarctica and Barnard Castle.

This week Year 4 have thrown
themselves in to the vigorous
play rehearsal schedule,
practising during lunch breaks
and after school. I do very
much appreciate all the efforts
that the children (and of course
the parents) are putting into
learning lines and songs.
The play takes place in a school
where, having received a
disappointing ‘average’ in their
recent OFSET
inspection, the
Governors sack all the
teachers and replace
them with a host of
celebrities from reality
shows! The children are
forced to audition to
keep their place in the
school, showcasing their
talents, if found wanting
then they too will be
expelled!
We look forward to showing it to you on 12th and 13th
March.

Number fun!
Year 2 have had fun
investigating
multiplication and
division. During the
week they have
solved written
problems, created
arrays and
discovered related
number facts. They
have also enjoyed
finding number
patterns and
learning their times
tables. Well done
everyone!

Lattice Be Love!
This week
Year 5 have
been trying out
the Lattice
Method to
multiply
numbers in
Maths. This is
an alternative
to long
multiplication
and the
children have
really enjoyed
using it! They
are looking
forward to
trying out some
more difficult
number
combinations.

Material girls … and boys!
Year 1 have been learning all about materials this
week. Sorting different objects into groups
depending on their properties. They found that
plastic was a popular material for classroom objects.
We also started to look at the Scottish Capital
Edinburgh in
anticipation
of our
forthcoming
trip to the
city. How
would we get
there? What
should
Barnaby
Bear pack in
his suitcase?

Monstrous Minotaurs!
This week Year 3 got stuck into
the first of their Greek myths Theseus and the Minotaur. They
had great fun in English
bringing the Minotaur to life,
using a thesaurus to choose the
scariest descriptions they could!
They then became Greek Police
Officers warning citizens that
the Minotaur was on the loose!
We are very impressed with
their fantastic (but terrifying)
descriptions!

Busy Bees!
Year 6 have been continuing their Busy Book
projects and this week pupils have begun turning
their designs into a reality. The Art and
Technology room has been filled with felt, Velcro
and pupils busily sewing to get each of the
individual pages of their book completed. It is
amazing to see so many of their wonderfully
imaginative ideas become a reality. When
problems have been encountered, they have
thought carefully, using the knowledge from previous projects to find their own solutions. I
am really excited to watch as the projects develop and look forward to updating you again
on their progress. The pupils are thoroughly enjoying the challenge and we have even had a
Busy Book cake made as a ‘Takeaway’ homework task. The talents and creativity of Year 6
never ceases to amaze me. An excellent start to the term, keep it up everyone!
Mrs Small

Netball season is upon us!
It is officially my favourite time of year – Netball Season!
You may have noticed the smart new posts on the upper
playground, which, I am pleased to report are being put into
good use, even by the younger children in school. We have
some emerging shooting stars, who undaunted by the height
of the posts, are slotting in goals time after time. Keep it up!
The Year 5 and 6 House Netball Competition will have been
decided by the time you receive this. I cannot predict the
winner at this stage, as there are so many talented players in
this cohort. As one of our dear ex-colleagues used to say,
“Netball will be
the winner on the
day”.
Polly Heintz made
this Netball court,
complete with
players and ball,
as a ‘Takeaway’
homework project.
Netball truly is
ubiquitous!
Mrs Thompson

Wishing on a
jar ...
Thank you to those who
have already contributed
some jars for Mr Joy’s
project in the school
garden. If you have any
large, empty jars (with
lids), please could you drop
them off at the school
office? Many thanks in
advance for your help.

Maths Puzzler
App of the Week
Times Tables Quiz!
(Multiplication
Trainer)
Year 4 are currently
working on learning their
times tables inside out, so
this week we have an app to
assist with this!
Times Tables Quiz! asks you to solve as
many problems as possible in a row, and in
a timed situation no less. A tricky app for
the faint-hearted, but such a useful one.
Enjoy and let me know how you score.

A lot of interest in last week’s puzzler with some great
answers coming from Oscar Hewitt, Matthew
Burgess, George Goad, Mila Johnson and Benjamin
French. Each of them got a different answer
depending on their dimensions but the methods used
were excellent; this was not an easy puzzler to solve!
Three merits to each of you.
This week I would like to know if you can fit the
coloured pieces exactly into the space provided. An
interactive version of this puzzle can be found on the
puzzle playground website www.puzzles.com.

Miss White
aaw@barneyschool.org.uk

We would like to wish
a very happy birthday to:
Esme Berend
Best wishes from everyone at
Prep School!

Forthcoming Events
January
Fri 18
Year 5 & 6 House Netball, 2pm
House Football cancelled due to frozen pitch
Mon 21
Year 3 & 4 House Football & Netball, 2pm
Tues 22
Year 3 Trip to the Bowes Museum
Wed 23
House Singing Competition, Big School, 2pm
Parents are welcome to come along and
support and enjoy this performance
involving all Prep School pupils in the
main hall on the right at Senior School
No tickets needed, just turn up and enjoy!
Thurs 24 Year 6 trial tests, Atkinson Hall
Fri 25
Sports Scholarship Assessments for Y7 next year
Sat 26
Exeat Weekend
Sun 27
Exeat Weekend

Good luck!
Mr Ayres
sta@barneyschool.org.uk

Headmistress’s
Commendations:
John Turnbull
Carter Wake
Jacob Griffin
Rory Metcalf
Alexander Howard
Lavender Lawson
Toby Green
Toby Rutherford
Lucy Willsmore
Jessie Burgess
Archie Walder
Well done!

Sideline
House Cross Country
What fabulous events the House Cross Country runs proved to be! All staff involved have spoken of their pride in
Prep School pupils having witnessed such determined efforts by them around a very challenging course. Huge thanks
must go to supporting parents who managed to attend and transformed the event into a real spectacle. If you were
unable to attend, I would urge you, where possible, to try and sneak out of work early and come next year!

Congratulations firstly to the winning runners from each race:
Year 3 & 4 Girls
1st – Ella Turner
(Raleigh)
2nd – Matilda Owens
(Raleigh)
3rd – Hetty Barwick
(Grenville)

Year 3 & 4 Boys
1st – George Swinbank
(Gilbert)
2nd – Charles Bennett
(Drake)
3rd – Alexander Howard
(Gilbert)

Year 5 & 6 Girls
1st – Anna Metcalf
(Gilbert)
2nd – Minnie Wilson
(Raleigh)
3rd – Freya Pinwill-Price
(Gilbert)

Year 5 & 6 Boys
1st – Matthew Burgess
(Drake)
2nd – Joseph Swann
(Drake)
3rd – Edwin Barwick
(Grenville)

Overall winners will be announced at the end of term, but the winning House for Year 3 and 4 pupils was Raleigh,
and winners for Year 5 and 6 was Drake. Congratulations to both Houses!
As I remember Cross Country running at school, it was considered a bit like Marmite. However, for me, from a young
age I wanted to love it but was not amazing over a long distance. The problem, as my mum put it, was that I was
rather “big-boned”, and not able to compete at the front of the pack. What really spurred me on to develop as a
runner was my House running competition in Year 7 (or “1st year”, as we called it back then). Having finished last in
our House of 20 runners and 51st out of 60 overall, it was the encouraging feedback from my housemaster that our
House had a great chance of winning, as the other nine boys behind me were from different Houses, which really
stuck with me. The message, which was relayed to all Prep School runners in the House Cross Country races was a
simple one; it is a House competition, it is not necessarily about the House of the winning runner, but it is more to do
with the effort of each individual in the House!
I hope that the House Cross Country has encouraged more pupils to take up running. Certainly, we have had children
this week asking if they can sign up to the Friday Cross-Country activity, which is very encouraging. I am delighted to
report that we have at least 30 runners already ‘signed up’ to the activity. For those who found the run hard and
struggled, the best advice I can give is to keep trying and it will get easier. Whilst I have not grown to love Marmite, I
did grow to love running and I hope our pupils do too!
Sports Performer of the Week
With House Cross Country running playing such a prominent part in our sporting week, I
thought it only right that our ‘performer of the week’ be based on these races. With specific
reference to our winning runners, I was hugely impressed by the manner in which Anna
Metcalf accelerated away up the long climbs, how Matthew Burgess fought off some very
talented competition within the top several places of the Year 5 and 6 boys’ race, and how Ella
Turner just kept going and going. All of these performers have clearly developed exceptional
levels of fitness through training for their preferred main sports; Anna (Gymnastics), Matthew
(Swimming) and Ella (Gymnastics). Well done again to all three. One winner that I have not
yet mentioned is George Swinbank. George was a surprise winner as he was victorious in the
Year 3 and 4 race as a Year 3 competitor, which takes some doing! As such, my sports
performer of the week this week is George. He not only out-performed the Year 4s, but
certainly out-performed his father and uncle who are both Old Barnardians, and much like
me, never competed at the front of the Barney Run! Hopefully, George will encourage dad
and uncle to come and run the Barney Run course with him to help with his training. I know
who my money is on!
Mr Burgess
mab@barneyschool.org.uk

