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Hair raising achievement! 
 
It was a pleasure 
to present Molly 
Rendall with a 
certificate from 
the Little  
Princess Trust as 
she has raised 
£370 via Just-
Giving for them 
following her 
haircut on 20th 
December which 
she then  
donated.  Her 
target was £50; 
well done Molly, a very worthy cause! 

Boarders’ News 

 
The boarders arrived back at Old Courts on 
Tuesday evening full of energy and  
enthusiastic to catch up with each other and 
share their stories from the festive period. 
We have already shared two lots of cake for 
boarders who have celebrated their  
birthdays over the holidays. We have also 
enjoyed time in the sports hall and 
swimming pool. Additional social 
space has been made available in the 
Lodge and the boarding monitors are 
enjoying coming up with creative 
ideas about how we might use the 
space. Although Lent is a shorter 
term, we have a busy programme of 
weekend activities ahead including 
Wet ’n’ Wild, ice skating and a visit to 
the Lake District.    Mr Robson 

Headmistress’s News 
 
Happy New Year!  It is good to be back and as usual at this time of year, there is a fresh impetus to school life, not 
only owing to a good holiday but also in light of all of our new year’s resolutions.  A new year brings new  
opportunities which has been our theme this week.  The idea that we can make a fresh start is an attractive one and 
this is particularly the case after a restful holiday.  I have enjoyed listening to the various resolutions that the children 
are going to work on this term, from trying new things, eating one vegetable a day, improving language skills, to even 
watching more than three television programmes each evening!  It is very encouraging to note the children’s  
enthusiasm and, as I pointed out to them, it is important that we maintain these resolutions and use them as  
stepping stones for making good choices in our lives.  In addition to this, I asked all the children to always keep at the 
forefront our values of being a Preppie in all that we do both in and out of school.  
Your oldest child in the Prep and Senior School will have brought home a calendar for this term and you will see that 
we have yet another busy term, beginning with our Year 5 and 6 Cross Country this afternoon with a refreshed start 
time of 3pm. 
As always, we have a busy term ahead which I am sure will provide many excellent experiences for children, staff and 
parents alike. 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 

Laura Turner 

Wishing on a jar ... 

 
To help with a project in the 
school garden, Mr Joy is 
seeking glass jars – the  
bigger the better. If you have 
any large, empty jars (with 
lids), please could you drop 
them off at the school office 
over the next week?  Many 
thanks in advance for your 
help. 



Raging about the Rainforest! 
 
To introduce our new cross-curricular topic of ‘The  
Rainforest’, this week we started with reading and discussing 
newspaper articles written about the Rainforest. The whole 
year group enjoyed learning about a vast array of Amazonian 
issues ranging from the pink river dolphin getting caught in 
fishermen’s 
nets to the 
plight of 
schools with 
not enough 
money or 
pupils. 
Watch this 
space for lots 
more ecology 
related  
information! 

Creative castles 
 
We are so impressed with the standard of work 
which has been completed over the Christmas 
holidays. It was an optional task to create a  
model, scrap book, poster or simple drawing all 
about this term’s topic ‘Castles’. The Year 1 pupils 
were so excited about what they had discovered.  
What a super start to the Lent term! We have also 
managed to 
kick start the 
term with 
New Year’s 
resolutions 
for 2019. 
Let's hope we 
manage to 
stick to them! 

The sky is the limit! 
 
Year 5 have enjoyed beginning their ‘Seascapes’ work in Art 
and Technology this week. They have exercised their Growth 
Mindset, experimenting with oil pastels to blend colour and 
create the appropriate effects of the sea and sky. I have been 
really impressed with their positive attitudes throughout the 
task, even when things didn’t quite go according to plan! We 
had some really lovely pieces of work and some pupils have 
extended the task to also include pen, pencil, chalk and paint. 
I look forward to seeing what they achieve throughout the rest 
of the topic, the sky is the limit! 



An exciting new year! 
 
A voracious Year 6 returned to school on 
Wednesday clearly determined to exceed the 
heights they scaled last term and full of New 
Year’s resolutions (which made our  
motivational speech a lot easier!). As a group 
we talked about what was expected of them 
and what they could look forward to. By the 
time we leave for Easter, Year 6 will have  
navigated the Entrance Test, passed their 
First Aid Training, auditioned for their final 
Prep School production, completed their  
Science and History Achievement Award  
projects, amazed us with their efforts tackling 
a new look Takeaway homework system as 
well as some of them reading in Chapel for the 
first time and taking part in a huge range of 
fixtures (including their final Barney Run in 
Prep School). Whilst this may seem like a 
daunting task it is all in a term’s work for this 
incredible Year 6 cohort. 

Ooh cookies! 
 
To start the term we have 
had lots of fun in Reception 
making delicious cookies to 
help us with our phonics, 
learning the ‘oo’ sound. The 
children really enjoyed 
making the cookie dough, 
writing the ‘oo’ grapheme 
on their cookie but their 
favourite 
part was 
definitely 
eating 
their  
delicious 
creations. 
Well 
done, 
what a 
great start 
to the 
term  
everyone! 

Charming China! 
 
It has been lovely welcoming our Year 2 children back to school 
and hearing all their exciting news! The new term has started in 
earnest and we have already embarked upon our ‘China’ and 
‘Chinese New Year’ topics.  Pictured below is just a small selection 
of the fantastic research items that the children have brought into 
school. There is such a wealth of information on our display board 
about animals, inventions, food, New Year, flags, geography,  
architecture, farming, costumes and writing. Also on display are 
various pieces of beautiful artwork and models. If you get the  
opportunity, please visit our classroom to find out more about 
China and its culture.  
Well done Year 2 for once again embracing our new topic and 
pulling out the stops to complete some amazing holiday  
homework! 

Y3 have got SOLE! 
 
Year 3 kick-
started the 
New Year 
with their 
first SOLE 
session. 
Their aim 
was to  
investigate a 
world 
 without 
Maths ... can 
you imagine? The children had lots of ideas 
although initially struggled with not giving just 
one answer. By the end they were asking lots 
more questions and we were really impressed 
with their independence and organisation.  
We are 
looking 
forward to 
hearing 
more of 
their ideas 
in future 
SOLE  
sessions. 



Maths Puzzler 
 
Welcome back! This week's puzzler will be different 
for everyone. All I want you to think about is whether 
you would rather have your weight in 5ps or your 
height in £1 coins (unfortunately we cannot actually 
give you either!). I am curious to see what methods 
people use and how they record their answers.  
I am also really interested to hear about any  
Mathematical Christmas presents you received.  
As always answers to me by Wednesday for three  
merits and a mention in next week’s newsletter. 
 
Good luck! 
 
Mr Ayres 
sta@barneyschool.org.uk 

Forthcoming Events 
 

January 
Fri 11 Year 5 & 6 House Cross Country, 3pm 
Mon 14 Year 3 & 4 House Cross Country, 3pm 
 Note: change of time to printed calendar 
Tues 15 Netball v Durham High: U9 (H), 4pm 
Fri 18 Year 5 & 6 House Football & Netball, 2pm 
 
Please note the following changes/additions to 
this term’s printed calendar: 
 
Thurs 7 Feb Year 6 Achievement Award First Aid Training  

(moved from Wed 6 Feb) 
Tues 5 Mar Year 5 Forest School trip to Brightwoods 
Tues 12 Mar Year 5 Forest School trip to Brightwoods 

  
Monday 

  
Tuesday 

  
Wednesday 

  
Thursday 

  
Friday 

  Prep School Choir (Years 5 
& 6) – RGH (Music Room) 
  

      

    
  

Recorders Consort (Years 3 
– 6) – RGH / SF (Music 
Room) 
  

Brass Group (pupils who 
have brass lessons only) – 
RGH / AH (Music Room) 
  
  
  

Woodwind Group (pupils 
who have woodwind lessons 
only) – SF (Music Room) 
  
Violin Starter Club (Year 2) 
– RGH (Music Room) 
  

Yoga Club (Reception – 
Year 2) – LRL / External 
Provider (Atkinson Hall) 
  
Junior Choir (Years 3 & 4) – 
RGH (Music Room) 
  
History Club (Years 5 & 6) – 
CNP (6L Classroom) 
  
Board Games Club (Years 5 
& 6) – LER (Science Labor-
atory) 
  
Play Rehearsal (Years 3 & 4) 
– KJS (4W Classroom) 
  
Play Rehearsal (Years 5 & 6) 
– RAR (Big School) 

Hip Hop Club (Reception – 
6) – AB / External Provider 
(Atkinson Hall) 
  
Gardening Club (Years 3, 5 
& 6) – NJJ (Gardening Plot) 
  
Origami Club (Years 5 & 6) 
– STA (6A Classroom) 
  
Play/Singing Rehearsal 
(All Years 3 & 4) – JDS 
(4W Classroom) 
  
Play Rehearsal (Years 5 & 6) 
– RAR (Big School) 

Have-a-go Cello (Years 3 – 
6) – SW (Music Room) 
  
Recorders Consort (Years 1 
& 2) – SF (Music Room) 
  
Yoga Club (Years 3 – 6) - 
External Provider (Atkinson 
Hall) 
  
Jazz Orchestra (Years 3 – 6) 
- RGH (Music Room) 
  
School Council (School 
Councillors Only) – JDS / 
EJS (Art Room) 
  
Yu-Gi-Ho & Pokemon Card 
Club (Years 5 & 6) – STA 
(6A Classroom) 
  
Play Rehearsal (Years 5 & 6) 
– RAR (Big School) 
  

Pre-Prep Choir (Reception 
– 2) – CLB (Music Room) 
  
Weaving Club (Years 5 & 6) 
– FMK (5K Classroom) 
  
Play Rehearsal (Years 3 & 4) 
– AAW (4W Classroom) 
  
Play Rehearsal (Years 5 & 6) 
– RAR (Big School) 

Be Active, Be Mindful Club 
(Reception – Year 2) – 
MK / LRL (Year 5S Class-
room) 
  
Violin Group (pupils who 
have violin lessons only) – 
NL (Music Room) 
  
Netball Club (Years 3 & 4) – 
RT / NSB – (Astro Turf) 
  
Djembe Club (Years 4 – 6) 
– RGH (Music Room) 
  
Gardening Club (Years 3, 5 
& 6) – NJJ (Gardening Plot) 
  
Play Rehearsal (Years 3 & 4) 
– AAW (4W Classroom) 
  
Play Rehearsal (Years 5 & 6) 
– RAR (Big School) 

Judo Club (Years 1 – 6) - 
External Provider (Atkinson 
Hall) 
  
Girls Football Club (Years 5 
& 6) – MAB (Games Field) 
  
Drama Club (Years 5 & 6) – 
EW / EF (Senior School 
Drama Room) 
  
Play/Singing Rehearsal 
(All Years 3 & 4) – JDS 
(4W Classroom) 

Ballet Club (Reception – 
Year 6) - External Provider 
(Atkinson Hall) 
  
Traditional Crafts Club 
(Reception – Year 2) – 
CNP / LRL (2P Classroom) 
  
Girls Football Club (Years 3 
& 4) – MAB (Games Field) 
  
Orienteering and Outdoor 
Creative Club (Years 5 & 6) 
– FMK (Forest School & 5K 
Classroom) 
  
Knitting Club (Years 5 & 6) 
– EJS (Art Room) 
  
Play Rehearsal (Years 3 & 4) 
– KJS (4W Classroom) 
  
Play Rehearsal (Years 5 & 6) 
– RAR (Big School) 

Forest School Club 
(Reception – Year 2) – 
DLO / MLC (Outdoor Class-
room) 
  
Gymnastics Club (Years 3 – 
6) – FMK / MAB (Barnard 
Castle Sports Centre) 
  
Football Club (Years 5 & 6) 
– STA / MK (Games Field) 
  
Netball Club (Years 5 & 6) – 
RT / NSB – (Sports Hall) 
  
Play Rehearsal (Years 3 & 4) 
– JDS (4W Classroom) 
  
Play Rehearsal (Years 5 & 6) 
– RAR (Big School) 

The Bowes Museum Art 
Project (Reception) – AB 
(Reception Classroom / The 
Bowes Museum) 
  
Football Club (Years 3 & 4) 
– MK (Games Field) 
  
Rugby 7’s Club (Years 5 & 6) 
– MAL / MAB (Games 
Field) 
  
Hockey Club (Years 3 to 6) 
– NSB (Astro Turf) 
Alternate weeks for Y3&4 
and Y5&6 
  
Art Maths Club (Years 5 & 
6) – EJS / STA (Art Room) 
  
Chapel Choir (Years 5 & 6) 
– RGH / SPD (Senior 
School Music Room) 
  
Play Rehearsal (Years 3 & 4) 
– KJS (4W Classroom) 
  
Play Rehearsal (Years 5 & 6) 
– RAR (Big School) 
  

Finger Gym Club 
(Reception – Year 2) – CLB 
(Reception Classroom) 
  
Taekwondo Club (Years 2 – 
6) – External Provider 
(Atkinson Hall) 
  
Cross Country Club (Years 3 
– 6) – MAB (Games Field) 
  
LEGO Robotics Club (Year 
6) – MAL (Science Labora-
tory) 
  
Modelling Club (Years 5 & 
6) – STA / EJS (Art Room) 
  
Play Rehearsal (Years 5 & 6) 
– RAR (Big School) 

Assembly 
Time 

(8:50am-
9:10am) 

Morning 
Break 

(10:30am-
10:50am) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch Break 
(12:30pm-
1:00pm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After School 
(3:45pm-
4:45pm) 

Lent Term Activities 
 

Please see changes to this term’s activities programme in red and note the compulsory Year 3 & 4 singing rehearsals. 



We would like to wish  

a very happy birthday to: 
 

Emily Davidson 
Flora Whitaker 
Oscar Lawson 

Georgina Jackson 
 

Best wishes from everyone at  

Prep School! 

Headmistress’s  
Commendations: 

 
Harriet Hatton 

 
Well done! 

Sideline 
 
A warm welcome back to what promises to be a busy term with a variety of activities 
and fixtures on offer.  For boys, these include Football, Hockey, Cross Country, 
Swimming, Rugby 7’s (Year 5 & 6), and for girls Netball, Football, Cross Country and 
Swimming.  The sporting calendar starts with Year 5 & 6 House Cross Country, this Friday 11th January at 3pm, with 
the Year 3 & 4 race being run at the same time on Monday 14th January (please note the children will practice from 
2:15pm as stated in the calendar but for parents wishing to observe the race, it will start at 3pm).  
Our first fixture of the term is U9 (Year 4) Girls’ Netball v Durham High at home on Tuesday 15th January at 4pm.  
House competitions for Football and Hockey then follow, with Year 5 & 6 on Friday 18th January at 2pm and  
Year 3 & 4 competitions at the same time on Monday 21st January.  
There are a whole host of after school activities this term and I look forward to seeing pupils develop their skills and 
enjoy these sessions.   
In terms of fixtures, the school calendar indicates arranged fixtures although we are still planning to add some  
further dates for both Netball and Football and advanced notice will be given for any additional dates to those in the 
school calendar. 
I hope your child manages to make the most of the activities on offer and represents the school to the best of their 
ability this term.  
Good luck to all pupils. 
 
 
Mr Burgess 
mab@barneyschool.org.uk 

App of the 
Week 
 

CBeebies  
Storytime 
 
In light of a project I am starting with Year 5 
this week in Computing, I have a reading app 
aimed at the younger children in school.  
CBeebies Storytime aims to make reading fun, 
with playful and imaginative stories designed 
to help support early years reading. Every  
story is brought to life with magical things to 
touch, swipe and play with. There are also 
questions to help develop comprehension 
skills. The app has a library feature where you 
will be able to choose and download more  
stories for free and when they are finished 
with these, they can simply choose others. The 
app has over forty stories in the library! Don’t 
forget to visit the library regularly to keep  
up-to-date with all of the new stories as they 
are added. 
Miss White 
aaw@barneyschool.org.uk 


