
Headmistress’s News 
 
Miss White held an informative assembly on Monday morning to celebrate National Safer Internet Day, reminding 

the children how to use the Internet more safely.  The onward march of technology provides schools with many  

educational and administrative benefits but we must educate our children to be responsible with its use. 

On Wednesday the Year 6 pupils took part in the First Aid element of their Achievement Award led by Mr Ayres and 

Andy from First Aid Training Academy.  This is an extremely important part of their award, teaching them valuable 

skills and techniques.  Giving them the confidence that is required to save lives, in an area that we hope they will  

never have to use, but if they do, will allow them to make a tremendous amount of difference. 

Looking ahead we have our informal Open Week coming up, beginning this Monday 12th February through to Friday 

16th February from 9.30am to 2.30pm.  This is a great opportunity for any new pupils who are thinking about joining 

Prep School to come along and see the children in their normal working environment.  If you have any friends who 

are considering a Prep School education for their children, please do encourage them to come along during this week. 

Our Founders’ Day Service is in Chapel at 1pm next Friday 16th February and I hope you can join us for a  

presentation on the history of Prep School by Mr Ayres.  Children may be collected from their classrooms following 

the service and school will end at 2pm for a well-deserved rest. 
 

Laura Turner 
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Boarders News 
 
This weekend Mrs Killeen  
arranged a fun-packed Saturday of 
activities for the pupils in Old 
Courts.  During the morning, the 
pupils put their map reading skills 
to the test with an orienteering 
challenge around the school site. 
After lunch, it was off to Planet 
Leisure where they were joined by 
Mrs Stewart and there was time to 
enjoy Lazer Quest as well as a roller disco!   
After a relaxing Sunday morning it was into the minibus again 
for an afternoon at Ruff ‘n’ Tumble where the boarders had 
fun on ‘death slides’, trampolines, air cannons and the  
climbing wall.  After a well-earned roast dinner there was a 
complete change of focus as the boarding community joined 
together for a reflective Candlemass service in the Chapel. 
Mr Robson 

We would like to wish a very happy 
birthday to: 

 

Harry Forrester 
William Watson 

James Nath 
Dermot Metcalf 

 

Best wishes from everyone  
at Prep School! 



Thrilling theatre visit! 
 
The children were certainly well entertained on 
Wednesday as we welcomed The Onatti Theatre  
Company to perform a French play "Le Chateau" (The 
Castle).  Telling the story of William Babbington sent 
to France by King Henry VIII to find a suitable wife - 
his fourth!  Once William has found a suitable match 
he must paint her portrait and return to England to 
collect his reward!  Problems arise when he realises 
that he can neither paint nor speak much French!  This 
was a hilarious comedy of errors performed by  
fantastic actors in both French and English.  Any  
concerns of understanding were very quickly overcome 
and all the pupils in Years 3 to 6 enjoyed an afternoon 
of humour! 
A few quotes from very enthusiastic children after the 
performance: 
"I think the Onatti Theatre did a great job with performing Le Chateau. It was so clever how William Babbington 
and Catherine changed parts throughout, their fabulous paired work and how they spoke in both French and  
English, made it so easy to understand." 
"I really enjoyed the play. I liked that they had both a French and English actor/actress which made it interesting 
how they understood each other.  I thought that they did a great job helping all of the children understand so much 
of what was going on by repeating and using signals." 
"I was amazed at how well two people can speak so fluently in both French and English. I really loved how William 
had a great way of linking his humorous English into the performance in French." 

Super busy week in Year 6! 
 
On Wednesday morning, eight of our current Upper Sixth Formers came 
to Prep School to talk to the children in Year 6 about opportunities in  
Senior School. All ‘ex-preppies’, they spoke about their time at Prep 
School and the interests and skills they developed here and how they have 
been able to continue and develop these throughout Senior School. Topics 
included the inevitable sport, music (including Chapel and school choir) 
drama, science, academic interests and social activities.  Having  
introduced themselves and explained a little about their interests, the 
Sixth Formers then chatted informally with the Year 6 children,  
giving them the opportunity to quiz the older pupils in more detail. A 
fantastic opportunity for the children in Year 6, giving them plenty to 
which they are able to aspire! 

 
Having successfully navigated their  
entrance tests, Year 6 began their 
Achievement Award in earnest with a 
fantastic day of safety presentations. 
Sessions covered Internet and fire  
safety (with a great input from the local 
fire service) as well as half a day of first 
aid training. As our children get older 
and branch out into the wider world, 
having these skills is essential. Pupils 
were graded on practical elements as well as their  

willingness to embrace new  
experiences.  
 
Having supervised both sessions I 
was really impressed with the level 
of knowledge and skill the pupils 
demonstrated and I would be more 
than happy for any of them to help 
me in the future! 



Snow way we’re missing this trip! 
 
Due to the extreme snowfall in January, Year 4 had been 
unable to make their trip to the Centre for Life in  
Newcastle. Fortunately today we finally made it there for 
our first excursion of the new year. Always a popular trip 
amongst Year 4s, this year the enthusiasm and engage-
ment of the children proved to be never-ending! Children 
wrapped in foil, soaking wet cold hands and extremely 
hot lamps were a tiny part of the day out.  
The purpose of the trip was to enhance our learning  
primarily in Science, looking at Animal Adaptations.  
Luckily, always keen to add cross-curricular links, we  
managed to visit the Planetarium, have a go on the 4D  
Motion Ride, learn from the Mad Scientist in the Science 
Theatre and explore the Brain Zone. 
Our thanks go to Mr Joy and Miss Laverick for  
accompanying us and looking after us all so well. Look out 
next week for reports from the children on this great trip! 

Making links 
 
Reception class 
have been creating 
their own  
challenges and 
problem solving in 
teams, while using 
our outdoor  
learning area to its 
full potential.  
Purposeful play is 
a great way to 
learn!  

Twit twoo! 
 
The Year 1 children 
were so excited to 
make a volcanic  
eruption as part of 
their Geography  
topic.  
They enthusiastically 
helped pour in the 
ingredients to create 
the eruption and 
were fascinated to 
see the results.   

They also enjoyed getting 
messy with clay and  
created beautiful owl  
sculptures in their  
Art lessons. 



Sport News 
 
Football, Hockey & Netball v RGS & Yarm: U11, U10 
On Friday we had over 120 boys competing in two sports. Throughout the afternoon every child played multiple 
games of Hockey and Football against Yarm and RGS Newcastle.  The results were close and competitive across all 
the matches which was a great start to the season.  Well done to all the players.   Mr Wicling 
On the Netball courts, the U11 A team had a challenging game against RGS Newcastle. It was extremely fast paced 
and although the girls played their hearts out, they changed the way they played allowing RGS to dictate the game. 
RGS used their pace to their advantage to dominate us, however the girls did not let their heads drop and held them 
up until the very end. They have come away from the match wiser and with ideas on how to improve in practice. 
The U11B game was an exciting affair with both teams equally matched from the start. Bea Dolby excelled at goal  
attack where she received many of the centre passes and converted these into goals.  The opposition pulled ahead 
despite hard work by our defence, particularly Polly Heintz who worked tirelessly and received player of the match. 
The U10A team had a great game against RGS’s U11B team, finishing with a 6-6 score. The girls were able to move 
the ball through the court nicely, into the shooters Harriet and Emily, who put up some lovely shots. Going forward, 
we will work on their consistency, as sometimes the quality dropped, allowing RGS back into the game. 
The U10Bs had a very evenly matched game throughout. Both teams defended well and played some really lovely 
Netball. Jemima Burton worked particularly hard, intercepting many of RGS’s balls to switch play. Unfortunately we 
were unable to finish these pieces of play with a goal, with the final score 6-4 to RGS.   Mrs Summerson-Brown 

A model lesson! 
 
To conclude our volcano topic, the Year 5 
pupils got creative with clay and made 
their own volcano models.  They had so 
much fun and thoroughly enjoyed getting 
messy.  I am sure you will agree they all 
look fantastic. 

Time is of the essence! 
 
Year 2 have enjoyed making their own clocks this 
week.  In Maths we have been revising o'clock, quarter 
past, half past and quarter to the hour as well as  
telling the time to the nearest five minutes.  We have 
also matched digital times to analogue.  Lots of our 
children have their own watches and are enjoying  
using these to follow our daily timetable. 

They’re  
animals! 
 
During French 
lessons, the Year 3 
pupils have been  
learning the words 
for different  
animals and  
finding out  
whether these are 

masculine or  
feminine words.  
These are some of 
the pet shops they 
made, selling  
everything from 
scorpions to horses! 



Awards This Week: 
 

Merit Certificates: 
Caitlyn McLean, Joel Morgan, Alex Banner, Rory 
Metcalf, Alexander Milbank, Zara Scott-Priestley,  

Joseph Stephenson, Dexter Thomas, Hugo Thompson, 
Finley Cable-Jones, Alexander Carr, Fiore Catellani,  

Dylan Dougal, Sebastian Howard, Tom Staley,  
Peter Stevenson, Charlie Bridges, Rocco Catellani,  
Tilly Gray, Louise Newcombe, Charlotte Owens,  

Ella Turner 

Forthcoming Events 
 
February 
Fri 9 Year 4 Trip to Centre for Life 
 Strings Assembly for pupils—postponed 
 Netball v Red House & Bow: U11 (H), 2:15pm 
Mon 12 Prep School Open Week, 9:30am-2:30pm 
Tues 13 Prep School Open Week, 9:30am-2:30pm 
 All Star Cricket Coaches visit Years 2 & 3 
Wed 14 Barney Friends’ Meeting, Clarendon’s, 8:45am 
 Prep School Open Week, 9:30am-2:30pm 
Thurs 15 Prep School Open Week, 9:30am-2:30pm 
Fri 16 Prep School Open Week, 9:30am-2:30pm 
 Founders’ Day Service, Chapel, 1pm 
 Parents welcome to the above service; 
 children can be collected from 
 classrooms afterwards and taken home 
 School finishes at 2pm for half term 
 School buses depart at 2:15pm 
Sun 25 Boarders return 
Mon 26 Second half of Lent term begins 
 Netball v St Olave’s: U9 (H), 2:15pm 

Maths Puzzler 
 
Unfortunately no solutions to last week’s puzzler so I will 
file it away for future use.  
 
This week I would like you to submit your own Maths  
problems - ones that you have seen or tried before, and I 
will use some of the best ones in future newsletters.  
 
I am really curious to see what you come up with. 
 
Good luck! 
 
Mr Ayres 
sta@barneyschool.org.uk 

Safety Superheroes 
 
I have had a great week visiting classes to talk to them 
about Internet Safety.  Our week on ‘Create, Connect 
and Share Respect’ started with assembly on Monday 
where we discussed about what is, and is not  
appropriate to share online. 
This was followed by sessions in Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 2 where we talked about the rules of staying safe 
online – not talking to strangers and sharing our  
personal information. 
In Years 3 and 4 we watched some video clips relating 
to cyberbullying and what can happen to our  
information when we share it. 
With Years 5 and 6 we have discussed peer pressure 
and the intricacies of what it is acceptable to share 
online as we get older.  
If you have any questions about what I have been  
talking to the children about, please do email me: 
aaw@barneyschool.org.uk.  
I am also sending home a Digital Parenting magazine, 
which is produced in association with Vodafone.  This 
edition covers age ratings of apps and games and how 
to build digital resilience. 
It is worth remembering, that although we have a 
week to focus on 
Online Safety, it is 
an issue that is  
relevant all the time 
and one which  
continually needs 
addressing with our 
children.  
Thank you for your 
help and support.  
 
Miss White 

App of the Week 
 

YouTube Kids 
 

Following all my discussions this week 
with children from every year group, I 
wanted an app that was appropriate to 
all! This isn’t just one of the best  
educational apps, but simply one of the 
best apps for kids. Its purpose is to put 
all of the educational (and fun) videos 
through an age appropriate filter and 
interface. Children we all know love 
YouTube, and this makes it safer and 
more appropriate for younger ones. 

mailto:aaw@barneyschool.org.uk

