
Headmistress’s News 
 

新年快乐 or ‘Happy New Year’.  This week the school has celebrated Chinese New Year and the Dining Hall and 

Big School were beautifully decorated by our Chinese community.  We were fortunate enough to have David, Geoff 

and Cynthia, three of our Senior School pupils, join us for our assembly this week where they gave a presentation and 

explained Chinese New Year to the children.  The Pre-Prep have also enjoyed a wonderful morning of Chinese  

inspired activities before all the children in Prep School tucked into a delicious Chinese banquet for lunch. 

Our Founders’ Day Service took place this afternoon in Chapel and it was lovely to see so many of you who were able 

to join us.  It is always lovely to see how much the children can relate to the past and appreciate the wonderful  

foundations that have been laid previously, whilst understanding how fortunate they are to be part of something so 

special.  My thanks to Mr Ayres for providing such an informative assembly for us all. 

I do hope you all have an enjoyable and relaxing break and I look forward to seeing you after half term. 

 

Laura Turner 
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Boarders News 
 
This week has been 
packed with activities 
in the Old Courts 
community. On  
Saturday morning 
Mrs Lanigan-O’Keeffe 
came over to bake 
some scones and do 
some craft activities.  
In the afternoon the 
prep boarders made 
lanterns and dragons 
to celebrate the  
Chinese New Year 
with Mrs Priestley.  
They also had a go at 
using chop sticks, with varying degrees of success!  On Sunday 
we enjoyed an adrenalin filled afternoon at Wet ‘n’ Wild in 
South Shields.  The boarders loved the wave machine and the 
various levels of terror provided by the flumes with names 
such as Kamikaze, The Black Hole and Calamity Canyon!  
Tuesday night was pancake night in the house when chefs  
Oliver and Henry mixed up the batter and the junior boarders 
enjoyed the decadence of strawberry, cream and chocolate 
toppings. 
 
Mr Robson 



It’s the year of the dog … which one are you? 
 
This term, Year 2 have enjoyed finding out about China. 
Through research they have discovered its location and know 
lots of facts about its climate, wildlife and geographical  
features. Together we have studied the Yangtze River and  
compared this with what we learned last term about the River 
Tees. We have also found out lots of facts about the Great Wall 
of China. This week the children have modelled their own  
Terracotta Warriors and were amazed by the vast scale of this 
army of life-sized statues. It is also a time of celebration and the 
whole of Pre-Prep are looking forward to celebrating Chinese 
New Year which will involve dressing up in Chinese costumes, 
creating craftwork, listening to stories and music, using chop 
sticks, opening Fortune Cookies, speaking and writing New 
Year messages and joining together for a Chinese banquet in 
the dining hall! 

An erupting debate! 
 
The Year 5 pupils have thoroughly enjoyed their 
Geography topic of ‘Volcanoes’. We have  
researched the advantages and disadvantages of 
living in a volcanic region using the school iPads. 
The pupils were then split into two groups and car-
ried out a debate about whether they were for or 
against living near a volcano. A super lesson with 
loads of new skills to explore and enjoy!  

Bon Appetit!  
 
The Year 6 pupils have 
all made an excellent 
start to their  
Achievement Award 
preparations. We have 
been learning all about 
traditional French foods 
and how to order food 
and drink in a  
restaurant this term 
during French lessons. 

Outstanding encouragement within peer groups and fantastic 
collaborative work has taken place this week whilst the  
children have made a positive start in preparing their French 
restaurant role-play writing. 

Calling All Book Lovers in 
Reception and Year 1 
 
Here at Prep School we take every 
opportunity to read and share our 
love of reading, so here is a  
challenge that our younger readers 
will love! 

 

In a tent?  Up a tree?  At the supermarket?  We want to know 
where you like to read.   
Please email photos of you reading a book to  
Mrs Bale (clb@barneyschool.org.uk) or  
Mrs Robertson (rar@barneyschool.org.uk) 
 

Prizes will be awarded for the most inventive, impressive and 
surprising of locations. 
 

Keep your eye on our school social media feeds, as your pic-
ture may appear there too! 
 

This competition is now open and ends on Thursday 1st 
March - World Book Day. 
 

This competition is only for Reception and Year 1 pupils.  We 
are launching another challenge for pupils in Year 2 upwards 
on World Book Day.  
 

Watch this space for further details! 

Mixing with  
royalty! 
 
Three of our lucky pupils 
got to take part in the 
royal visit at the Bowes 
Museum yesterday along 
with their Rainbow 
group.  What an exciting, 
memorable occasion to 
meet Prince Charles! 

mailto:clb@barneyschool.org.uk
mailto:rar@barneyschool.org.uk


We would like to wish a very  
happy birthday to: 

 

Harriet Robson, Freya Pinwill-Price 
Annie Barker, Arabella Milbank 

Lauren Baxter, Matthew Collinson 
Charlotte Blenkiron, Jonny Royle 

 

Best wishes from everyone  
at Prep School! 

Flipping fantastic 
fractions! 

 
Year 3 enjoyed  
celebrating Shrove  
Tuesday this week as they 
were busy exploring 
equivalent fractions; it's 
amazing how important 
the idea of equal shares 
becomes when a real  
pancake is up for grabs! 

Water great 
book! 
 
Recently the  
Reception class 
heard the story 
of Noah's Ark, in 
relation to  
learning about 
the importance 
of water. This 
linked nicely 
with learning a 
new skill;  
counting in twos.  

The toy animals and shoes have 
never looked so neat and well 
organised! 

Time is of the 
essence! 
 
Year 1 have been 
busy learning how to 
tell the time this 
week. We have been 
practising o’clock 
and half past. The 
pupils enjoyed using 
the small clocks and 
made great progress 
in their under- 
standing of time. 
They also had great 
fun dressing up to 
celebrate Chinese 
New Year and  
enjoyed all the wonderful activities on offer.  

Book Exchange 
 
On Thursday 1st March, as 
part of our World Book Day 
celebrations, the School 
Council have decided to 
host a book exchange day.  
Over half term we would be 
most grateful if you would 
sort out any old books that you are no longer reading and 
bring them in to school.  In return you can come along at 
break and lunchtime, and after school, to pick up some other 
books in exchange. 
Books can be brought to Miss Strachan's classroom and the 
exchange will be taking place in Miss White's classroom  
during the day on Thursday 1st March. 
Thank you for your help. 
School Council 

Save the date! 
 
The next Barney Friends event is a trip to ROF59, 
the trampolining centre and climbing wall, at  
Newton Aycliffe on Friday 23rd March. School  
finishes at noon on that day so our session runs 
from 1pm-3pm.   
Two hours of trampolining and climbing will cost 
£12 per child, or it's £10 for trampolining only. A 
children's menu will be available at £4.50 each with 
a choice of pizza or hot dog with fries and a drink. 
We have availability for up to 100 children and 
numbers have to be confirmed in advance so we will 
be asking parents to confirm places when we come 
back to school after half term. We will send out a 
booking form and a waiver to sign which can be 
handed in to Mrs Morse with full payment. Please 
note that since this is a Barney Friends event no 
transport will be provided from school and families 
will have to make their own way to Newton Aycliffe. 
We hope it will be a fun way for the children to end 
the term before the Easter holidays and a chance for 
parents to socialise. 
The next date for your diary is 20th May when we'll 
be Den Building at school! 



Sport News 
 
Netball v Red House School: U11 (H) 
The U11A team took on Red House in a well-fought game of Netball. 
The defence worked hard, gaining interceptions that our attack then 
moved down the court and converted into goals for the team.  Lydia 
Dixon captained the team with Thea Wilks supporting as vice-
captain.             Miss Masterman 
The U11Bs made an encouraging start against a good Red House 
side. The Barney girls displayed some good passing and shooting 
skills but the opposition applied greater defensive pressure and 
were able to convert more of their opportunities to take the victory 
13-7.  Plenty of positives, however, and an enjoyable learning  
experience for all.                Miss Broadbent 

 
All Star Cricket Coaching 
On Tuesday, a coach from Durham County Cricket came to Barney to deliver some  
taster sessions for our Year 2 and 3 children.  This gave them the opportunity to  
experience some of the All Star Cricket activities, which is a nationwide eight week 
course run through local clubs.  We are very keen for the children to get involved and 
develop their cricket skills along with agility, balance and co-ordination. For further 
information about this programme for girls and boys aged 5-8, please visit their  
website www.allstarscricket.co.uk.   Mr Wicling 

 Scintillating Science! 
 

Last Friday Year 4 enjoyed a super day 
out at the Centre for Life in Newcastle. 
Several of the children have written an 
account of their trip and we have  
included a few below for you to read. 
 
“The Brain Zone was quite fun, and I 
really enjoyed designing logos on the 
screen. I had memorised them all by 
the end! I also had a go on a singing 
telephone, where you pressed a  
number and it would sing you a song! 
They weren’t recent though, no  
Ed Sheeran involved!”   By Violet 

 
“The next thing we did was go to the Planetarium. The Planetarium is a big 
dome where you sit in a seat and look and learn about the stars. I learnt lots 
of interesting facts, some of which I will share with you now. At night if you 
stay up late enough, you will see the Milky Way, which is a big galaxy of 
stars. It is better in the countryside to see them than in the city because of 
the light pollution. The easiest constellation to see is The Plough”   By Megan 
 
“After that we went to the 4D Motion Ride. It was The Polar Express. All the 
seats moved and you felt as if you were on the train, we went down a  
massive hill and the seats moved forwards and it was quite scary because it 
was as if we were falling. At the bottom of the hill we went into the ice, which 
cracked and we went under the water. It was a really good ride!”   By Will 



Awards This Week: 
 

Special Mention Certificates: 
Teddy Hall, Hugo Thompson, Joel Morgan, Oona  

MacConachie, Alex Banner, Archie Lanigan-O’Keeffe, 
Ella Turner, Rocco Catellani, Freddie Whitaker, Sofia 
Wilson, Theo Te Lintelo, Oscar Bennett Collins, Isabel 
Fall, Anna Metcalf, Benjamin French, Esme Berend, 

Harriet Robson, Emily England, William Shaefer, 
Talitha Hayward, Thea Wilks, Charles Appleyard,  

Rhys Jenkins, Shivraj Sehgal 
 

Mini Medics Certificates for  all Year  6 pupils  
from the First Aid Training Academy 

 

Merit Certificates: 
Teddy Hall, Matilda Chapman, Isla MacConachie, Toby 

Rutherford, Freddie Wilks, Henry Johnstone, Harry  
Milbank, Alexander Howard, Matilda Owens, Joe  

Rutherford, Joel Morgan, Kieran Armstrong, Liberty  
Forsyth, Isla Morgan, William Watson, Freddie  

Whitaker, Sofia Wilson, Oscar Bennett Collins, Megan 
Brown, Grace Dickinson, Violet Heintz, William Banner, 
Emily Davidson, Isabel Fall, Benjamin Loughney, Jessica 
Raper, Evie Wicling, Tom Body, Benjamin French, Dougie 

Ross, Jemima Burton, George Goad, Freya  
Pinwill-Price, Theo Tweddle, Dominick Armstrong,  

Harriet Hatton, Annabel Jackson, James Nath, Edith 
Smart, Theo Swan, Freya Turner, Flora Whitaker,  

Francesca Wilks, Fiore Catellani, Dylan Dougal, Reuben 
Hosking, Caitlyn McLean, Archie Lanigan-O’Keeffe,  

Hugo Lanigan-O’Keeffe, Leo Rokk 

Forthcoming Events 
 

February 
Fri 16 Founders’ Day Service, Chapel, 1pm 
 Parents welcome to the above service; 
 children can be collected from 
 classrooms afterwards and taken home 
 School finishes at 2pm for half term 
 School buses depart at 2:15pm 
Sun 25 Boarders return 
Mon 26 Second half of Lent term begins 
 Netball v St Olave’s: U9 (H), 2:15pm 
Tues 27 Netball v Durham High: U9, U8 (A), 2:30pm 
March 
Thurs 1 World Book Day 
 Netball at Durham School: U10A, 1:30pm 
Fri 2 Cross Country at Teesside: U11, U10, U9, 1:30pm 
 Netball v Red House: U10 (A), 2pm 

Maths Puzzler 
 
Well done to Abygail Jameson who brought in a huge ‘killer 
Sudoku’ - five interlocking Sudoku grids each with an added 
criteria to consider when solving!  Three merits to you  
Abygail.  
This week’s puzzler comes direct from the Atkinson Hall 
and something that Year 6 worked on solving on Thursday. 
They had to find a way to plant 10 trees so that there were  
5 rows of 4! Whilst it may sound impossible, with a little 
creativity (or help from Year 6!) there’s definitely a way to 
do it. Try it with counters or other objects and think about 
how you arrange them.  
Good luck! 
Mr Ayres 
sta@barneyschool.org.uk 

App of the Week 
 

Sky View Lite 
 

Inspired by Year 4’s visit 
to the Planetarium 
whilst at the Centre for Life, this week 
I have an app designed to help make 
you an astronomer. Let it guide you to 
the location of stars and constellations 
and identify them. This app is an  
intuitive stargazing app that uses your 
camera to precisely spot and identify 
celestial objects in the sky, day or 
night. Find your favourite  
constellations as they fade in and out 
while you scan across the sky, locate 
the Moon, discover distant galaxies, 
and witness satellite fly-bys. 

Headmistress’s  
Commendations: 

 

Alexander Carr 
Lucy Willsmore 
Charlie Bridges 

Nathan Willoughby-Brown 
Annabel Jackson 

Thomas Scott-Priestley 
Ed Wicling 

Jack Baptist 
Fiore Catellani 

Matilda Chapman 
Alexander Milbank 

Bertie Swan 
Harry Milbank 

Ella Turner 
Henry Jenkinson 
Liberty Forsyth 

Freddie Whitaker 
William Shaefer 

Matthew Collinson 
Konrad Blake 
Shivraj Sehgal 

Rocco Catellani 
 

Well done! 


