
Headmistress’s News 
 
As I write this, 38 Year 6 children and 6 members of staff have been immersed in the cultural, historical and  

educational sights of London all week, rounding of their final day with a visit to Downing Street, Westminster Abbey 

and the National Gallery.  This annual trip is a highlight of the children’s Prep School career and marks a coming of 

age as the children begin their preparation for Senior School. We have been publishing bulletins from the capital all 

week on the School website and on Facebook should anyone wish to see what the children have been up to. 

I would like to thank all our Year 5 pupils for the various Year 6 roles and responsibilities they have taken on this 

week and completed with such dedication and enthusiasm. 

Thank you to all the children who came in for Open Morning on Saturday. The morning was extremely successful, 

with a good number of prospective parents looking around, and enjoyable activities for the children to participate in. 

The Year 6 guides, and the children who volunteered, were their customary polite, enthusiastic and helpful selves and 

it was lovely to hear so many wonderful comments about them all. I would also like to thank Mrs Johnson and  

Mrs Hayward for representing Barney Friends at this event. 

We have a busy last week of this half term coming up. There are parent/teacher meetings for Reception, Years 1, 2, 3 

and 4 and parents should have received notification of this by letter in your child’s School bag and as an email  

attachment this week. Please could any remaining reply slips be returned to your child’s class teachers as soon as 

possible so that timings can be allocated. The class teachers will then send letters home confirming the details of your 

appointment.  We also have our Gala Concert and our Epilepsy in Action tea party next week and further details can 

be found in this newsletter. 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Laura Turner 
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Boarders’ News 

 
The junior boarders took great pride in 
showing many visitors around their newly 
refurbished Old Courts home on Saturday 
morning as part of the School Open Day. 
All of the guests complimented the guides 
on their comprehensive and eloquent 
tours.  In the afternoon, Mrs Priestley 
joined us to co-ordinate baking some 
hedgehog bread. There was also plenty of 
time for outdoor fun as the children 
worked in groups to create sculptures out 
of the nature they found in the School 
grounds. Sunday afternoon was a chance 
to pop into Barney to spend some pocket 
money and enjoy a gourmet milkshake 
together.   Mr Robson 

BC Hockey Club 
 
Please note, the Barnard Castle Hockey 
Coaching from 6pm-7pm will not take place 
next Thursday 19th October.  You should 
have received an email from Liz Hennessy 
advising this.  To fulfil the eight sessions, an 
extra session will take place on 23rd  
November instead. 
As a reminder, this Club is not run by the 
School but we can provide tea beforehand, 
however, this must be booked in advance 
with Mrs Morse so we can cater accordingly.   
Please "Like" and "Follow" the Club's  
Facebook page for news and updates on 
training sessions (including adverse  
weather cancellations, which will be posted 
by midday): 
www.facebook.com/barnardcastlehockey/ 

https://www.facebook.com/barnardcastlehockey/


Music News 
 
What a busy couple of weeks we are having in the Music Department, which started with a Chapel Choir  
concert in Bowes on Wednesday evening, followed by the Harvest Festival Service on Friday morning and a 
Wind Band day. Next week is our fantastic Gala Concert, so it's all systems go in the Music Department! 
Harvest 
It was a delight to have Junior Choir open the choral element of our annual Harvest Festival. They sang  
Siyahamba in an unaccompanied two-part arrangement by Dr Harrison. They sang confidently and paid  
wonderful attention to conducting detail. Harmony Choir sang descants that shone over the hymns and both 
entertained and amused us with a vegetable waltz! This is always our first musical highlight of the year and 
this year, was no exception. 
Wind Band 
The Wind Band day was a fantastic event, allowing Prep pupils to play within Mr Donnelly's Senior School 
Wind Band in order to create a musical extravaganza. The pupils were so inspired by their more experienced 
neighbours and to participate in some really fun repertoire such as material from Harry Potter and the James 
Bond theme. Some even had the confidence to improvise solos in the concert at the end of the day using a 
pentatonic scale. The pupils benefitted from Mr Donnelly's amazing band direction and witty humour as well 
as some stunning leadership from our guest for the day, Mr Paul Harris. Paul is possibly the world's most 
published music pedagogue with over 600 titles to his name and over 1 million sales. He constantly tours the 
world delivering workshops both to ensembles and to teachers, opening their eyes to new ways forward in 
music education today. 
Chapel Choir 
Chapel Choir is a wonderful group that, in their Bowes concert repeated some material that they had sung in 
Belgium a couple of weeks beforehand. The audience thoroughly enjoyed Vivaldi's Gloria followed by songs by 
John Rutter and Howard Goodall. This year, Chapel Choir has a slightly different routine, rehearsing on a  
Friday afternoon from 4pm till 5pm and singing at a range of churches in the area every few weeks. If your 
child (usually appropriate for pupils in Years 5 and 6) would like to join this highly skilled and fun ensemble, 
please do not hesitate to contact Dr Harrison to find out more (email: rgh@barneyschool.org.uk). 
Gala Concert 
The Gala Concert is rapidly approaching (Wednesday 18th October at 7pm in Big School at Senior School) and 
this time features Harmony Choir, Junior Choir, Brass Group and soloists. There is not a ticketed event, you 
are welcome just to come along and enjoy, and we look forward to seeing you there. Pupils involved will stay 
after school for tea and will not go home until after the concert, which will finish at around 8pm. 

I can see a rainbow! 
 
This week in Science 
Year 3 have been 
learning about how 
rainbows are formed. 
The children learned 
that light bends when 
it passes through water 
and that the different 
colours in light  
separate, making a 
rainbow. With varied 
success, we tried to 

recreate our own  
rainbow in the Science 
Lab. We were  
impressed by the  
children's efforts in 
writing up the  
experiment with detail 
and accuracy. 

Time for tea! 
 

On Wednesday 18th October, Prep School is holding the 
annual French Café for Epilepsy Action. 
For those pupils who haven't experienced this before, the 
format is simple: 

 Bring a cup/mug from home and £1/£2 to spend 
on cakes and pastries 

 Enjoy a cuppa with your friends 

 Raise money for a good cause 
If you are a parent or grandparent with half an hour (or 
more!) to spare to help with serving tea and cakes, please 
email Miss McNulty (mmm@barneyschool.org.uk) and 
let her know when you would be free during the day 
(between 9am and 4pm). We would also be grateful for 
cake donations on the day.   
Please feel free to join us from 3pm in the Atkinson Hall 
to enjoy some refreshments.  

Y6 in The Big Smoke! 
 
We hope you have enjoyed following the progress of the 
Year 6 trip to London on the School website, Facebook and 
Twitter.  Watch out for a full report of their adventures in 
next week’s newsletter! 



Sports News 

 
Hockey v Queen Mary’s: U10 (H) 
On Friday all the U10 girls took part in a Hockey fixture against Queen Mary’s. 
Both teams played really well and won their matches. The A team won 6-2 and the 
B team won 9-1. They all showed real grit and determination, well done!!    
Mrs Summerson-Brown 
 
Hockey v Queen Mary’s: U11A & U9A (H) 
On Saturday, after our Open Morning, the U11A and the U9A teams played  
Hockey against Queen Mary’s. The U11 team dominated their match and worked hard to 
gain the upper hand over Queen Mary’s. Although they had many chances to score, they 

did not quite manage to finish with the opportunities they 
made. The game ended 2-1 to the opposition.  An excellent 
game to watch and a commendable effort from the girls. 
The U9 team had a super game and also totally dominated 
their match; these girls are great friends on and off the pitch 
and it shows. They work so well together and give each other 
equal chances to shine, and shine they did—they won 15-0!! 
Great job girls!     
Mrs Summerson-Brown 
 
 

 Rugby v Yarm: U9A (A) 
On Thursday the U9 team went to Yarm for a Festival of  
Rugby. We started well, with a strong display against Yarm, 
but following this were out-muscled by Grammar School 
Leeds. After a discussion about our defence and offloading the 
ball swiftly, this certainly improved in a competitive match 
against St Olave’s, followed by a very close game against  
Ashville. Overall, the boys showed a big improvement 
throughout the afternoon and I was very pleased with their 
effort and commitment.  
 Mr Wicling 

Headmistress’s  
Commendations: 

 

Alfie Simpson 
Harriet Hatton 

Vivi Gledhill 
Caitlyn McLean 
Rocco Catellani 

Ella Turner 
Emily Davidson 
Isobel Heagerty 
Oscar Lawson 

Benjamin Loughney 
Jessica Raper 
Violet Heintz 

Niamh Hennessy 
 

Well done! 

Boo!-gie Night! 
 
Tickets for the Barney Friends’ Halloween Disco are  

flying out the door, but there's still time to get yours. 

The Disco is at The Witham, in Barnard Castle Market 

Place, on Thursday 19th October from 5.30pm-8.30pm 

to give all Prep School children and friends the chance 

to come along at an earlier, or later, time.  You are, of 

course, welcome to stay for the full duration! 

Fancy dress is optional and anyone with a pumpkin 

should bring it along (named and with a battery tea light 

inside - no candles please). There'll be some Tricks and 

Treats too so children may want to bring a few pence 

with them. Water will be provided. 

Entrance will be via the back door (off Morrison's car 

park). Please note that parents must supervise their own 

children at all times; The Witham's cafe and bar will be 

open throughout. 

Tickets for the Disco cost £3 per child and are available 

from any of the Barney Friends, Mrs Morse or you can 

pay on the door. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 



All sewn up! 
 
Our Year 2 children have enjoyed this term’s sewing 
project. Their first task was to independently create a 
felt fish and decorate it. Each child then designed 
their own owl keyring, selecting contrasting colours. 
They cut out pieces of felt using templates and  
carefully stuck wings, eyes and beaks onto the front 
of the owl’s body. Their next task was to sew on a 
back, add stuffing and attach a plastic keyring with 
colourful embroidery thread. The owls look very  
effective and are now watching us from the ceiling of 
the classroom.  

Toy Story 
 
Year 1 had a wonderful day at the Bowes Museum. After a 
lovely walk through the fallen autumn leaves we arrived at 
the museum. We were met by Gemma, who led us to the ‘Toy 
Room.’ The children spent a lovely hour learning about lots 
of different toys from different periods. They learnt about the 
materials these toys were made from and even got to touch a 
doll which was over 100 years old! The children also learnt 
about chronology, looking at toys from the Victorian period, 
to toys which were fifty years old right through to modern 
day toys. After listening to Gemma talk about the toys, the 
children enjoyed choosing their favourite toy to sketch. Most 
of the boys went straight to the robot display cabinet and  
enthusiastically drew Buzz Lightyear. 
Once all their sketches were  
collected, the children had free reign 
to play with a variety of different toys, 
from push and pull toys, wind up toys 
and even a Russian Doll. After a 
hearty packed lunch we had a play in 
the playground before our afternoon 
activities started. The  
children looked at an old peg 
doll and started a design of 
their own. They were allowed 
to be as creative as they  
wanted and have produced 
sixteen very individual peg 
dolls. The children 
had the most  
fantastic day and 
skipped back to 
School eager to 
tell their families 
about their trip.  

Dice, Dice Baby 
 
Year 4 are currently working on learning their times tables in every way possible. We 
continued with this challenge this week playing a high speed dice game – rolling it and 

multiplying the number by whichever times table the children 
have chosen as their target this week.  I am pleased to say that 
despite dice rolling on the floor, on the table, on the chairs and 
even under the desks, by the end of the game everyone was 
able to say that they were much faster with their times table of 
choice. What the children don’t know yet is that if they can 
complete a high speed challenge in a multiplication race, they 
will receive a certificate!  Watch this space for further updates! 

Reception have the last word! 
 
This week the Reception class have been  

working hard at recognising sounds and then 

blending them into words.  Continuous practice 

meant that towards the end of the week, they 

could find 

magnet  

treasure in the 

water tray and 

make words 

on the side.  

Well done  

everybody! 

Life in the trenches 
 
The Year 5s have been enjoying learning about life 
in the trenches in English lessons as we continue 
with the War Game book. 
This week they particularly 
enjoyed putting themselves 
in one of the character’s 
shoes (Will) and not only 
thinking about how he 
might have felt and what he 
might have been thinking, 
but also what he may have 
said to loved ones back 
home in a letter.  After 
drawing around Ned the 
children wrote their 
thoughts and statements 
around 'Will'.  



Maths Puzzler 
 
Lots of great answers to last week’s 
puzzler, some examples from  
Benjamin French and Mila Johnson 
are shown adjacent—well done! 
 
This week I'd like to know the  
answer to the problem below; pay 
close attention though, it is trickier 
than it looks! 
 
Please return your answers to me 
by Wednesday.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Good luck! 
Mr Ayres 
sta@barneyschool.org.uk 

We would like to wish a very  

happy birthday to: 
 

Benjamin Loughney 
Georgina Chapman 
Matilda Chapman 

Zara Scott-Priestley 
 

Best wishes from everyone  

at Prep School! 

Awards This Week: 
 

Merit Certificates: 

Fenella Heagerty, James Nath, Flora Whitaker,  

Ed Wicling, Francesca Wilks, Jack Baptist, Caitlyn 

McLean, Megan Sunley, Rocco Catellani, Louise  

Newcombe, Kieran Armstrong, Liberty Forsyth,  

Freddie Harland, William Watson, Edwin Barwick, 

Oscar Bennett Collins, Konrad Blake, Bella Bland, 

George-Louis Boulton, Megan Brown, Grace  

Dickinson, Fred Dullage, Mirabelle Harrison, Violet 

Heintz, Niamh Hennessy, Scarlett Hutchinson,  

Henry Jenkinson, Alex Metcalfe, Nicol White, Quinn  

Williams, Sophie Winnard, Mila Johnson, Joe  

Arnold, Benjamin French, Lucy Harburn, Oscar 

Hewitt, Sophie McGill, Dougie Ross, Minnie Wilson, 

Emily England, George Goad, Jake Lawson, Bella 

Staley, Theo Tweddle, Alexander Carr, Fiore  

Catellani, Dylan Dougal, Vivi Gledhill, Sebastian 

Howard, Oona MacConachie, Joel Morgan, Lucy 

Willsmore, Alexander Howard, Lauren Baxter,  

Jemima Burton, Zara Dobson, Ned Michelin,  

Freya Pinwill Price, Jonny Royle 

Forthcoming Events 
 

October 
Fri 13 Rugby Tournament at Bradford Grammar School: 

 U10 (A), 1pm 

 Hockey Tournament at Bradford Grammar School: 

 U10A, U9A (A), 1pm 

 Year 6 London trip returns, approximately 8pm 

Mon 16 Hockey v Durham School: U9 (H), 2pm 

 Rugby v Durham School: U9A&B (H), 2pm 

 Reception & Year 1 parents/teacher meetings, 4pm 

Tues 17 Reception, Years 3&4 parents/teacher meetings, 4pm 

Wed 18 French Café for Epilepsy Action, Atkinson Hall 

 Cake donations would be gratefully received 

 Parents/family welcome from 3pm 
 Reception & Year 2 parents/teacher meetings, 4pm 

 Gala Concert, Big School, 7pm 

 All pupils taking part will stay for tea 

Thurs 19 Half term begins at the end of the School day 

 School buses depart, 5:10pm 

 Barney Friends’ Halloween Party, Witham, 5:30pm 

Tues 31 Boarders return, 4pm 

November 

Wed 1 Second half of term begins 

 Years 1 & 2 parents/teacher meetings, 4pm 

App of the Week: 
 

King of Maths 
 

Inspired by the hard 
work going on in 
Year 4, a mathematical app today! 
King of Maths Junior is a  
mathematics game set in a  
medieval environment where you 
climb the ladder by answering 
maths questions and solving  
puzzles. King of Maths Junior is 
suitable for age 6 and up. Players 
are encouraged to think for  
themselves and see mathematical 
concepts from different angles by 

solving problems in many areas. 


