
Headmistress’s News 
 
It was good to welcome everybody back to School this week, rested and raring to go.  Parent/teacher  
consultations for Years 1, 2, 5 and 6 have taken place this week and will continue into next week as well.  These 
meetings provide a good opportunity for parents to discuss their child’s academic progress and they are useful 
in building positive relationships between home and School.  
The Travelling Book Fair arrived this morning and the children have enjoyed looking at all the different books 
on offer and sharing what they have purchased with their friends.  Year 6 have also been treated to a wonderful 
show with ‘Barrie the Punctuation Man’ this morning to reinforce various grammatical points learnt through-
out their English lessons.  
It is of course at this time of year that we remember those who have died in various wars and next week’s theme 
will be ‘Remembrance’; a range of poppies, pins and wristbands, are currently available from the Prep School 
office.  The Royal British Legion has confirmed that, although the old £1 coins are now out of circulation, the 
Poppy Appeal will accept them throughout November. A whole School Remembrance Service for all staff and 
pupils will take place next Friday morning in front of our School Chapel. 
I do hope you can join us for a great night and compete for the famous Seddon Shield at the Barney Friends’ 
Quiz on Friday 17th November at 7pm with quiz masters Mr Ayres and Miss White.  This has always proved to 
be a highly enjoyable evening and all adults are welcome; there will be plenty of opportunities to join a team on 
the night. 
I do hope you have a lovely weekend. 
 
Laura Turner 
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Boarders’ News 

 
The boarders returned to Old Courts very excitedly on 
Tuesday afternoon – thrilled to see each other again 
and especially looking forward to some Halloween 
fun!  The family room in Old Courts had been  
transformed and it was great to see the effort the  
children had made with their costumes. After a spooky 
body parts game it was out into the dark grounds for 
trick-or-treating. Thank you to our wonderful  
residents for indulging us so generously!  Back at  
Old Courts there was time for the mummy game and a 
no-hands donut eating contest before washing off the 
ghoulish face paint and getting into bed. 
Mr Robson 

Remembrance Day 
 

As a reminder, poppies are now on sale 
in Mrs Morse’s office and you can use 
up your old pound coins as they are 
accepted by The Royal British Legion. 
 

On Friday 10th November the children 
and staff will gather together for the 
Barnard Castle School ceremony of 
memorial cross-planting to remember                                                                                           
 our fallen heroes. 



Roll a 6! 
 
As a tool for revision for our Science topic, ‘Moving and Growing’, Year 4 this week have 
been creating a board game based on the body, including the skeleton, respiratory system, 
circulatory system, joints, tendons and ligaments. They were given a set of criteria, felt tip 
pens and huge pieces of paper and then they set about designing their own unique board 
game. 
The rules: 

 It has to be for 4 people to play 

 It must have at least 20 closed questions 

 The questions must relate to what we have learnt so far 

 You must work as a team 

 You need a set of instructions  
We look forward to playing all the games later on today! 

Here come the girls! 
 
On Tuesday, we ran an 
introduction to Girls’ 
Cricket and it was a mas-
sive success. Fifteen Prep 
children were put through 
their paces with batting, 
bowling and fielding with 
plenty of enthusiasm and 
fun. There was some great 
potential on show and for 
those who would like to 
get involved look out for 
further activities in the future! 

A Soup-er lesson! 
 
We love working as a team in  
Reception. A fine example of this 
was making soup this week. The 
children really enjoyed the well-
deserved delicious treat.  

Plenty of Paddingtons! 
 
We were in awe of the impressive pieces of work being 
produced as part of our Year 3 Takeaway homework. 
The children have enthusiastically shown off their  
spectacular creations and we look forward to seeing 
many more in the coming weeks. 

A jam-packed start! 
 
Despite being a short week this week, 
the Year 1 class have been extremely 
busy. They were full of tales about 
their half term holiday and it was 
lovely seeing them energised and  
refreshed ready for the term ahead.  
In Maths we have been learning about 
the properties of 2D shapes and the 
pupils enjoyed making shape pictures. 
They also loved learning about Diwali 

and made  
beautiful paper 
lanterns.  
In English we 
looked at the 
book ‘The 
Naughty Bus ’ 
and the children 
wrote alternative endings to the  
story. 

Flu Immunisations 
 
For your information, the NHS will be sending nurses out 
to give all pupils from Reception to Year 4 the flu im-
munisation.  This is scheduled for Wednesday 13th De-
cember and they will be providing us with forms for you 
to opt in or out prior to this date.  As soon as we receive 
the forms, we will send them out to you. 

Room on the Broom 
 
Year 2 have enjoyed listening and 
responding to ‘Room on the Broom’ 
by Julia Donaldson this week. They 
loved the repetition of the story and 
had fun discussing the many  
powerful verbs that they encountered. Related to the  
story they created spells for imaginative potions and the 
various lists of ingredients were absolutely gruesome. 
Their spells included a whole range of imperative verbs, 
time connectives and adjectives to make them more  
interesting.  



Marvellous Maasai! 

 
Year 3 are so excited to be back in Forest School - 
this week we were making Maasai inspired natural 
jewellery and cooked flat bread over the fire.   
Mrs Michelin 

Prep School Book Fair 
 
The Book Fair has arrived!  As a reminder, parents are 
welcome to come along on Friday 3rd, Monday 6th and 
Wednesday 8th November, to  brow se and buy 
books. The book fair will be open at the end of the School 
day, from 3.45–4.45pm, in or near the Atkinson Hall on 
these days.  
Please start your Christmas shopping here: the more 
books sold, the more Prep School benefits from a wide-
ranging choice of free books for School. 
We hope to see you at the fair! 
Mrs Robertson and Miss White 

Perfect Punctuation! 
 
This morning, the children in Year 6 made their way 
over to Senior School to join Year 7s and ‘Barrie the 
Punctuation Man’ at the Punctuation Show. The show 
combines comedy, a mini rock concert, courtesy of  
Barrie, and a (literally) all-singing, all-dancing literacy 
lesson to create an impact. The children joined in with 
enthusiasm, clapping and rapping their way through 
full stops, question marks, brackets, ellipses,  
apostrophes, commas and, of course, semi colons.  
Who would have thought that we would still be singing 
‘The Semi 
Colon Song’ 
by the end of 
the day? 
Fantastic 
fun, bringing 
punctuation 
with a punch 
to the  
children in a 
memorable 
way. 

App of the Week: 
 

CBeebies  

Storytime 
 

In honour of the Book Fair arriving this 
week, I have a reading app aimed at the 
younger children in School. CBeebies  
Storytime aims to make reading fun, with 
playful and imaginative stories designed 
to help support early years reading. Every 
story is brought to life with magical 
things to touch, swipe and play with. 
There are also questions to help develop 
comprehension skills. The app has a  
library feature where you will be able to 
choose and download more stories for 
free and when they are finished with 
these they can simply choose others. The 
app has over 40 stories in the library! 
Don’t forget to come back regularly and 
visit the library to keep up-to-date with 
all of the new stories as they are added.  

It’s All About Me! 
 
Year 5 have been looking at their personal qualities and 
interests that may appeal to others. They have produced 
posters in PSHCEE using the statements: I can, I have 
and I am. The children have come up with some very  
interesting ideas. 

Shoebox Appeal 

 
We are running the Christmas Shoebox 
Appeal again this year and hope you 
will contribute to this worthy cause.  
Attached to this week’s email is a flyer giving further  
details.  If you would like to donate a shoebox, please 
bring it in to the Prep School Atkinson Hall before  
Tuesday 28th November.   
Many thanks in advance for your support. 



Maths Puzzler 
 
Well done to Caitlyn Mclean, Benjamin French and Dylan 
Dougal who all solved the Domino puzzler over the holidays, 
Dylan’s solution is below.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s puzzler follows on from the success of one I set a 
few weeks ago.  Each symbol in the diagram below has a set 
value, can you use the totals to work out how much each 
symbol is worth and which symbol is missing? 

Good luck! 
Mr Ayres 
sta@barneyschool.org.uk 

We would like to wish a very  

happy birthday to: 
 

Albie Kingsbury 
 

Best wishes from everyone  

at Prep School! 

Awards This Week: 
 

Special Mention Certificates: 

Edith Smart, Fenella Heagerty, Sophie Richardson, 

Megan Sunley, Toby Rutherford, Hetty Barwick, 

Tilly Gray, Rocco Catellani, William Watson,  

Liberty Forsyth, Quinn Williams, Violet Heintz,  

Gus Coggrave, Benjamin Pelly, Esme Berend,  

Lewis Maunder-Brown, Emily England, Gus Living, 

Kohana Armstrong, Ethan Davis,  

Charles Appleyard, Henry Manley,  

Seth Crisp, William Hutchinson 

 

Merit Certificates: 

Jack Baptist, Alex Banner, Charlie Bridges,  

Matilda Chapman, Rory Metcalf,  

Alexander Milbank, Joseph Stephenson,  

Bertie Swan, Dexter Thomas,  

Nathan Willoughby-Brown, Sophia Hare,  

Theo Te Lintelo, Esme Berend, Oliver Dickinson, 

Callum Gaffney, Talitha Hayward, Katy Sludds, 

Charles Appleyard, Lydia Dixon, Bea Dolby,  

Clara Metcalfe, Albie Kingsbury, Tabitha Hilsdon, 

Felicity Richardson, Henry Walder 

Headmistress’s  
Commendations: 

 

Liberty Forsyth 
Ella Turner 
Tom Staley 

Dylan Dougal 
Finlay Toyne 
Freydis Blake 

 

Well done! 

Forthcoming Events 
 

November 

Fri 3 Book Fair open to pupils during the School day 

 Orienteering at Polam: U11, 1:30pm - cancelled 

 Hockey v Red House: U11, U10 (H), 2:30pm 

Mon 6 Hockey v RGS: U9 (A), 2pm (change of time) 

 Rugby v RGS: U9A&B, U8A&B (A), 2pm 

 Book Fair open to parents, 3:45-4:45pm 

 Years 5 & 6 parents/teacher meetings, 4pm 

Tues 7 Years 3 & 4 parents/teacher meetings, 4pm 

Wed 8 Year 2 Trip to the National Glass Centre 

 Book Fair open to parents, 3:45-4:45pm 

Thurs 9 Rugby Festival at Durham: U8 (A), 1:30pm 

 Have A Go Concert, Atkinson Hall: 

 Years 2 to 4 at 2:30pm and Years 5 and 6 at 3:30pm 

Fri 10 Remembrance Parade for all pupils, 8:55am 

 Hockey v St Olave’s: U11A&B (H), 2:15pm 

 Rugby v St Olave’s: U11A, B & C (H), 2:15pm 


