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Boarders’ News 

 
On Friday night  
Old Courts hosted a 
karaoke party with 
the boarders  
volunteering to belt 
out their favourite 
hits from  
Ed Sheeran, Sting 
and Elvis (OK that 
was me!). 
On Saturday the  
creativity was more 
crafty as the prep boarders made their own  
glittery playdough in the morning under the  
guidance of Mrs Stewart, and had fun  
shaping it into their own festive designs. In 
the afternoon there was great fun in the 
kitchen making Christmas cupcakes with 
Mrs Michelin.   
Milder weather on Sunday afternoon  
provided the opportunity for an afternoon 
game of football followed by some splashing 
about in the pool. 
 
Mr Robson 

Headmistress’s News 
 
To continue with our festive celebrations, Prep School enjoyed a festive Christ-maths assembly by 6A which involved 
us all singing a twist on the 12 Days of Christmas … 5 Rubik’s cubes, 4 right angles, 3 polygons, 2 decimal places and 
a probability tree; a fantastic assembly with much learning and enjoyment by all. 
Looking ahead to next week, the excitement is mounting with a variety of Christmas events taking place, including a 
visit to Father Christmas, the pantomime and our Christmas lunch on Friday, complete with a Christmas jumper as a 
festive addition to our School uniform. 
I am very much looking forward to our Pre-Prep Nativity this afternoon, Christmas Counts, and I do hope parents, 
family and friends will be able to join us for this event in the School Chapel with festive refreshments served  
afterwards in Senior School to get us into the Christmas spirit.  In addition to this, the Christingle and Carol Services 
are real highlights of our School year and these take place after School on Monday.  Family and friends are warmly 
invited to join us in the School Chapel at 4pm for the Years 3 and 4 service and at 7pm for the Years 5 and 6 service. 
Please Note: 
Parents who have children in the Pre-Prep and in the Prep School who are coming to watch the Nativity this  
afternoon may collect children in Years 3 to 6 from the Prep School after the Nativity if this is more convenient than 
returning to School at 3:40pm. 
If your son or daughter is in the Choir then they will be needed at both the Carol Services on Monday. Please also  
remember that on Monday all children in Years 5 and 6 and Harmony Choir are expected to stay for tea in  
preparation for the evening Carol Service. The second service will be finished at 8pm. 
 

Laura Turner 



Film Nights 
 
As many of you will have seen, next 
week, the School Council have  
arranged (with the help of Miss 
Strachan) to hold a movie night 
during ‘signing in time’ on  
Tuesday 12th and Wednesday  
13th December. 
All pupils are invited to come and 
watch a film with us, have a mug of 
hot chocolate and some popcorn. 
On these afternoons, lessons will finish a little early to 
ensure that we can watch the whole film before it is time 
to go home. If your child would like to come, they can be 
picked up from the Prep School playground at 4.45 pm, 
get the School bus home as normal, or be collected at the 
top of the Senior School drive at 5pm.  We ask that  
parents do not arrive earlier than this, before the end of 
the film, as this will cause a disruption to the viewing. 
Please bring in £1.50 on the day, to cover the 
cost of refreshments, and hand in to your class 
teacher. 
Tuesday 12th – Years 4, 5 and 6 to watch Elf 
Wednesday 13th – Reception, Years 1, 2 and 3 to 
watch Santa Paws 
Please note signing in will also be going ahead, as  
normal, for those not taking part in Movie Night. 

Frohe weihnachten! 

 
We were pleased to welcome Frau Nicolay, our 
language assistant from Senior School this week. 
She told the children all about Christmas  
customs in her home town of Saarbrucken and 
some children shared their knowledge of  
German Christmas traditions. 

Take cover! 

 
The Year 5s have been learning all about earthquakes in 
Geography lessons. On Wednesday 5S practised the 
emergency drill so that they would know what to do if 
an earthquake happened whilst they were at School. 
They are all looking forward to recreating a volcano 
erupting in our lesson next week! 

Christmas Counts! 
 
This week Year 1’s main focus has been on the wonderful 
Nativity. On Thursday the children performed to the rest of 
Prep School and they pulled out all the stops to ‘knock our 
socks off’ with 
their incredible 
performance. 
They are looking 
forward to doing 
it all again this 
afternoon for all 
their families. We 
were so proud of 
everyone and how 
much effort and 
enthusiasm they 
put into all the 
rehearsals and 
performances.  

12 days of Christ-maths! 
 
On Thursday 6A transformed the Atkinson Hall into a winter 
wonderland as they gave their own, incredible rendition of  
‘The 12 days of Christ-maths’.  
Everyone had a different mathematical property, concept or a 
famous Mathematician to talk about, everything from a  

probability tree on the first day to twelve triangle numbers (the real Maths behind the 
song) on day 12. Once the lines had been introduced 6A led the School in a brilliant  
festive sing-a-long of the updated version.  6A put their heart and soul into preparing for 
the assembly and can be very proud of the results! 



Marvellous measuring! 

 
Over the weekend, Year 4 were 
set the challenge of building a 
model of Stonehenge or a  
pyramid (inspired by our work 
on Evolution last week). The 
models we have received have 
been truly superb and are being 
used this week in all 
manner of ways in our 
Maths lessons. 
We have weighed,  
calculated volume,  
discussed patterns and 
measured the length of 
every conceivable part 
of the models as a  
practical reinforcement 
of the theory of  
measuring. 
Yet again, Year 4 
impressed with 
their enthusiastic 
approach (thank 
you Mums, Dads 
and Grandparents 
for your help in 
construction!) 
and ability to 
achieve. 

App of the Week: 
 

Human Body  

Facts 1000 
 
An app to keep you entertained for 
hours as well as fascinate the family!  
Human Body Facts 1000 provides 
you with loads of fun, odd, strange 
and interesting facts about the  
human body.  
You will be able to regale your 
friends with these little known titbits 
of information. For example did you 
know that 300 million cells die in the 
human body every minute? 
Enjoy learning more about the body! 

Lights, Camera, Action! 
 
On Wednesday the Pre-Prep welcomed a visitor to 
their Nativity dress rehearsal.  Mr Farrell, the School 
Marketing Officer, came to take photos and film some 
highlights of the final preparations for the annual  
performance. Watch out for this short clip on our  
Facebook page. 
The children, Pre-Prep staff and Dr Harrison have 
thoroughly enjoyed bringing the Nativity 'Christmas 
Counts' to life, despite the huge amounts of hard work 
involved. Well done to the children, who have learned 
song words,  
actions and  
dances.  They had 
the huge  
responsibility of 
starting  
Christmas  
celebrations here 
at Prep School 
and we hope you 
agree that they 
did it superbly. 

Completely absorbed! 
 
Year 3 have been testing soils, predicting which would be 
the fastest to drain and which would retain water longest. 
 
We have also been busy creating our own board games to 
play, using a range of mathematical skills acquired over 
the term. The children based their games on Snakes & 
Ladders, developing and elaborating their ideas so that 
even Miss Strachan and Paddington featured as game 
characters! We were impressed by the fantastic  
collaboration, problem solving and lively discussions that 
took place in all the groups. Look out Monopoly - here 
comes 'Paddington at the Beach'! 



We would like to wish a very  

happy birthday to: 
 

Celine Jolley 
Jake Lawson 
Alfie Simpson 

Jemima Burton 
Frankie Preston 

Theo Swan 
 

Best wishes from everyone  

at Prep School! 

Sports News 

 
Hockey v Mowden Hall: U11A, U10A 
On Wednesday 6th December the U10 and U11s 
played a fixture against Mowden Hall. It was  
incredibly windy on the astro and made the playing 
conditions really quite difficult. 
The U10s played some really outstanding Hockey 
and totally dominated their game to win 5-1. They 
worked really well together as a team to take  
advantage of the opportunities given. Harriet Robson 
scored three goals with Lucy Harburn and Sophie 
McGill both scoring one each. It was a lovely finish to 
an excellent season for the U10s. 
The U11 team struggled to get into the game and Mowden took advantage of their delayed start. However,  
Mr Gregory said that they were like a different team in the last half and totally dominated. They still have the County 
Cup to look forward to in the new year. 
Well done to all the girls for an enjoyable season.   Mrs Summerson-Brown 
Rugby v Mowden Hall: U10A 
On Wednesday, the U10 boys played in their final game of the season against Mowden Hall.  It was a hard fought 
game with tackles flying everywhere and some fantastic attacking flair.  Barney certainly put on their best  
performance of the season as they showed real development in their play from the start of the season. They were 
rucking aggressively and passing away from the breakdown with fluidity. By the final whistle the scores were tied 
which was a very apt result. A great way to finish a long yet fruitful season.   Mr Wicling 

It’s all going swimmingly! 

 
Throughout this term, our Year 2 children have enjoyed 
their weekly swimming lessons at Teesdale Leisure  
Centre and this week was certainly no exception. The 
children donned pyjamas to embark upon a session of 
water safety training.  After an initial briefing, each child 
learnt new skills that would enable them to save a life 
without endangering their own. They learnt how to coil 
and throw a rope, carefully throw a football to within 
reaching distance and, with the help of a partner, reach 
out a stick to pull a casualty to safety. Important lessons 
were learnt which hopefully our children will always  
remember. 

House Maths Competition 

 
House Maths proved to 
be a huge success last 
week with over 100  
pupils competing over a 
range of different tasks, 
from Crunch to  
Tangrams. Year 6  
completed the final leg of 
their challenge on 
Wednesday with a flurry 
of activity in the Atkinson Hall as pupils in each House 
fought to complete as many of the shape related puzzles 
as possible and earn points for their House. Raleigh were 
imperious once again, dominating in every round. Like 
all House competitions, depth is the most important  
factor and when all the other years were factored in, two 
Houses were tied at the top on equal points. With  
Grenville winning more year groups they came out one 
top, with Raleigh second overall, Drake third and Gilbert 
in unfamiliar territory at the back of the pack. The  
standard of Maths and the level of enthusiasm was  
fantastic throughout. 



Maths Puzzler 
 
Well done to Abygail Jameson for her brilliant  
solution to last week’s connecting shapes puzzler. 
This week it’s my favourite puzzler of the year … 
the Secret Santa edition! 
Mr Ayres, Mr Langley, Mrs Summerson-Brown, 
Mrs Lanigan-O’Keeffe 
and Miss Strachan all 
took part in the Staff  
Secret Santa and drew 
one of the other five.  
Using the clues below can 
you work out who got 
what for whom? 
 

 There are no direct reversals (people who 
drew each other) 

 Mr Ayres gave origami paper to the person 
who gave the candle 

 Miss Strachan received a remote control car 
and gave a CD 

 The person who received the CD gave a photo 
frame to the person who gave the origami  
paper 

 Mr Langley gave a candle to the person who 
gave the remote control car 

 Mrs Summerson Brown gave the photo frame. 
 
This is just about the minimum information you 
need to solve one of these problems so a good 
strategy or way of recording who gave and received 
what will really help you!  
 
As always, answers to me by next Wednesday 
please. 
 
Good luck! 
 
Mr Ayres 
sta@barneyschool.org.uk 

Awards This Week: 
 

Merit Certificates: 

William Jackson-Ward, Harry Milbank,  

Kieran Armstrong, Freddie Harland, William Watson, 

Benjamin Dixon, Freddie Whitaker, Sofia Wilson,  

Luke Banner, Esme Berend, Sophie McGill,  

Oliver Stubbs, Zara Dobson, George Goad,  

Polly Heintz, Harry Sinclair, Olivia Harland,  

Hugo Thompson, Georgina Chapman,  

Hugo Lanigan-O’Keeffe, Nathan Willoughby-Brown,  

Tilly Gray, Edwin Barwick, Quinn Williams,  

Gus Coggrave, Emily England, Joseph Green,  

Thea Wilks, Shivraj Sehgal, Matilda Chapman,  

Alexander Milbank, Charlotte Owens,  

Alfie Simpson, Ella Turner 

Headmistress’s  
Commendations: 

 

Edith Smart 
Fenella Heagerty 

Tom Staley 
Megan Sunley 
Sian Davidson 

Thea Wilks 
Theo Swan 

 

Well done! 

Forthcoming Events 
 

December 

Fri 8 Pre-Prep Nativity, Chapel, 2pm 

Sun 10 Boarders’ Carol Service, Chapel, 5pm  

 followed by Christmas Dinner 
 

Please note the only activities on next week are  

Yoga on Monday lunch time for Years 1 & 2 and  

Yoga on Wednesday lunch time for Years 3-6.   

No other activities will take place. 
 

Mon 11 Reception Class visit Santa at Raby Castle 

 Barney Friends’ Christmas Lunch, 1pm 

 Y3&4 Carol Service with Christingles, Chapel, 4pm 

 Children in Harmony Choir attend both services 

 All Year 5 & 6 pupils stay at School for tea 

 Y5&6 Carol Service, Chapel, 7pm 

Tues 12 ‘Film Night’ for Yrs 4 to 6, 3:30pm-4:45pm 

Wed 13 Flu Immunisations for pupils in Reception to Yr 4 

 ‘Film Night’ for Reception to Yr 3, 3:30pm-4:45pm 

Thurs 14 Pantomime ‘Robinson Crusoe’ at Durham, 1:30pm 

Fri 15 Christmas Jumper Day for charity 

 End of Term Gathering for pupils, 9am 

 Prep School Christmas Lunch for pupils and staff 

 Term finishes at the end of the School day 

 Buses depart 5:10pm, as usual 

January 

Mon 8 Staff INSET 

 Boarders return from 4pm 

Tues 9 Lent Term begins 

Sat 27 Exeat Weekend 

Sun 28 Exeat Weekend 

February 

Fri 16 Half term begins at 2pm 

Sun 25 Boarders return from 4pm 

Mon 26 Lent Term recommences 

March 

Fri 23 Term ends at 12noon 

 School buses depart at 12:15pm 



 

Christmas Movie Nights 

 

Tuesday 12th December 

Years 4, 5 and 6 

 

 

 

Wednesday 13th December 

Reception, Years 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

No need to sign up, please just bring £1.50 into 
School on the above days and hand it in to your class 
teacher.   

 

We hope you are able to join us for a festive movie 
night and enjoy lashings of hot chocolate and  
popcorn as the Atkinson Hall is turned into a  
cinema!   

 

As a reminder to parents, children must bring in 
£1.50 on the day to take part and must be able to stay 
at School until the end of the film.  They can be  
collected at 4:45pm from the Prep School  
playground, at 5pm from the top of the Senior 
School drive or catch the School bus 
home, as usual.   
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