
Headmistress’s News 
 

After we all caught the Hogwarts Express from Platform 9 3/4 this morning, all 

wizards, witches and muggles arrived safely at Hogwarts, very excited to start 

the day. An incredible day has been had by all including games of Quidditch, 

potion making, wand selections and, of course, our magnificent feast in our 

very own Hogwarts Dining Hall including Butter Beer and Bertie Botts’ jelly 

bean delight. More information and photographs from today are included later 

on in this newsletter and my thanks must go to the staff for all the super curricular activities 

that were organised. 

We are all looking forward to ‘Olivia’, the Year 3 and 4 play which takes place at 7pm on Thursday 9th March and 

2pm and 7pm on Friday 10th March in the Atkinson Hall. All Year 3 and 4 children will stay at school for tea before 

both these performances. 

Looking further ahead, we have our Gala Concert on Thursday 22nd March, and I do hope that families will join us 

for the Barney Friends’ Family Walk on Sunday 19th March.  All ages are welcome and this has proved to be a popular 

event over recent years; please meet in the Prep School playground at 2pm. 

I am away from School from Wednesday to Friday next week, so in my absence if you have any questions please do 

not hesitate to contact Mr Seddon who will be able to help you.  

Laura Turner 

The Barney 
Buzz 
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Issue Number:  858 

Boarders’ News 
 

Last Saturday Mrs Turner took the boarders for an 

exciting time at ROF 49 where they had fun  

climbing and trampolining. Later on after lunch 

they still had loads of energy so everyone ventured 

over to the Bowes Museum, they had a great time 

in the park playing hide and seek. In the 

evening Mrs Killeen whipped up some 

awesome fruit smoothies for the kids to 

try. They were loved by all especially 

Aimee who guessed the secret ingredient 

in most of them. George played rugby 

against Stockton and Blaydon on Sunday 

morning while the rest of the boarders 

relaxed back at Old Courts knitting,  

making cool designs using Hama beads 

and playing games. After lunch we all  

enjoyed a couple of hours in the swimming 

pool. The children were all excited for 

Shrove Tuesday, and needless to say the Killeen 

kitchen became a hive of activity as we all took 

turns flipping the pancakes. What great fun we 

had making, eating and decorating our  

pancakes, and for those who know me well, 

won’t be surprised to hear it was accompanied 

with a song.        Mr Killeen 



Riveting Rivers and much more! 
 

Year 6 have been studying Rivers this term in Geography and, to further investigate 

these in a practical way the children enjoyed drawing a river system on the playground. 

In pairs they travelled down the meanders and realised that water flows faster on the 

outside of the bend. By moving objects from the outside of the bend to the inside, they 

gained a greater understanding of erosion and deposition. Up next, Oxbow lakes! 

 

Mrs Robertson’s English set took great delight in 

introducing Harry Potter to our Pre-Prep  

children.  The younger pupils thoroughly  

enjoyed their presentations! 

 

Year 6 welcomed Debbie from CAT Newcastle 

who led them in a series of contemporary  

dances.  They learned how to build up a dance 

routine using a series of movements and  

balances.  They finished the session by  

presenting a small group dance that included 

their own moves.  They all really enjoyed this 

experience of something different.   

Busy Bees! 
 

Year 4 have had such a busy week with play rehearsals and sports fixtures galore! Each rehearsal allows the children 

to engage with their inner ‘actor’ and really get into the part they are playing. Wearing our costumes on Monday was 

extremely beneficial for the process and I would like to thank all the parents of the children in Years 3 and 4 for their 

excellent efforts in turning their children into Victorian gentlemen, ladies and pickpockets! 

Both the boys and girls played in matches at Yarm on Monday, and the girls had another tournament on Tuesday.  

“We went to Yarm on Monday and at the start of the match Mrs Hairsine said we were a bit sleepy so we had to 

wake up! We did this and were able to score four goals by the end of 

the first quarter. It was a brilliant day. Sophie, Minnie and I all 

scored.”  Zara Dobson 

“All the Year 4 girls went on a fixture to Yarm where we played in two 

matches. All the Year 4 girls tried their best and I am sure that they all 

enjoyed it, I know I did! I am looking forward to our next match.” 

Jemima Burton 

“On Monday we played football against Yarm, they were excellent 

matches. We had a very exciting afternoon. The A team drew 4-4 with 

goals from Joe, Jonny and Tom. The B team unfortunately lost 4-1 but 

they played well and Joseph Robin scored. We played on Astro and it 

was a nice day out. I hope we get another game soon.”  Harry Sinclair 

All the children wanted to thank the teachers that went with them. 

Safety Superstars 
 

Reception are learning about road safety at the 

moment.  The children made traffic light biscuits 

this week and talked about the meaning of the 

different coloured 

lights.   

Terrific Teraccotta! 
 

Our Year 2 children have been finding out 

about The Terracotta Warriors. They were 

amazed by the scale of this army  

commissioned by Qin Shi Huang, the first 

Emperor of China. He modelled the life-

sized warriors to protect and accompany 

him in the 

afterlife. There were also horses 

and chariots. In 2P we have  

created our own delicate warriors 

using terracotta clay. The  

kneeling archers were particularly 

hard to model but everyone 

worked hard and produced some 

fabulous figures. 



Music News  
 

On Wednesday 1st March, 12 Year 6s went to HMC Music. There were three groups: vocals, 

strings and wind band. I was in the wind band. We did three different pieces; we played two 

Harry Potter songs, ‘Hedwig’s Theme’ and ‘Harry’s Wondrous World’ and a rock song ‘Funky 

Town’. There were about 60 players and lots of instruments such as flute, clarinet, trumpet, 

oboe, saxophone and some percussion. We spent four hours rehearsing and we finished the 

day with a concert where Ashville Preparatory School (our hosts for the day) watched and  

parents could also come and watch. When we were playing it sounded amazing and the sound 

surrounded your ears. I got a real buzz from it all as it was my first time playing in a big band. I 

was so proud to be a part of this and also be a representative for Barnard Castle School.    

Hannah Stirling, 6R 

When we got to Ashville College we were split into groups; there was a wind group, a strings group and a choir. Once 

we got to the rehearsal room we started to warm up, the first warm up was a song where we did what we sang, it went 

like this: "Lean forward, lean back, lean left, lean right, stand up, sit down ..."  After warming up we had three songs 

to learn for the day. The first song was called ‘Feeling Good’ which had a three-part harmony. Followed by ‘As the 

Tanks Roll By’, which was a big change of mood from the first one and had a sad atmosphere and referred to the war. 

The final song was jazzy and called ‘Pop Idol’ with a three-part harmony using different lyrics.  Before lunch we had a 

rehearsal all together and then after lunch ‘it was the real concert’!  First there was string group, they played three 

songs, the first was called ‘The White Knight’ and the second piece was called ‘The Tango’ and finally the ‘Cha Cha 

Cha'. The choir performed and then the orchestra who played the theme tune to ‘Harry Potter’, and continued the 

theme for the second piece. The third piece was a jazzy piece.  I personally found the concert enjoyable and how in 

one day we had learnt three songs and had come together to produce a concert.  I thought the concert sounded  

professional and I’m sure everybody enjoyed it too.  Samuel Banner, 6R 

HMC Music was a brilliant event where children from schools around the country got together and practised pieces 

of music for four hours to later preform. I enjoyed taking part in this challenge; we played multiple parts in an  

orchestra with many instruments and I was part of the strings section. It was fun to be able to play along with many 

other instruments. The HMC Music contest was enjoyable because we got to play with a large amount and variety of 

instruments and not be under the pressure of a competition as there were no winners or losers.  Jake Roberts, 6A 

We went to HMC Music to perform for the Choir.  All the schools that came had picked some students to sing and we 

all joined together as one big choir.  The staff sent us off with our teacher to the room we were practising in.  At the 

end of the day we all joined back together in the hall and performed the songs in front of an audience which included 

parents, teachers and students from Ashville.  We had lots of fun making new friends from the different schools.  

Rachael Richardson, 6R 

We were split up into three groups of strings, choir and woodwind.  I was in woodwind playing drums with four other 

pupils.  Our group was called Percussion and we played different songs in the concert.  I played ‘Hedwig’s Theme’ 

from Harry Potter.  The concert was a great experience and I really enjoyed it.  George England, 6S 

 

On Monday I joined Chapel Choir at Durham Cathedral to sing Evensong.  We all  

practised together and when we were finished we were treated to some popcorn!  

Durham Cathedral was very big and very impressive and reminded me of Westminster 

Abbey.  I thoroughly enjoyed singing in the Cathedral in front of a large audience.  I am 

looking forward to performing again at the Gala Concert in a couple of weeks. 

Jack Edmunds, 6R 

Watch us grow! 
 

Year 1 spent an exciting 

afternoon in the Science 

Garden.  They have been 

busy learning about what 

seeds need in order to 

grow.  All the children 

planted their own seeds 

and we are going to place 

these into a propagator and 

hopefully by the end of the 

term they will have some 

beautiful flowers to bring 

home to you! 

The 125th Barnard Run 

To celebrate the 125th running of the Senior 

School Cross Country race, Prep School have 

been invited to join in.  During the morning of 

Monday 13th March, all Prep School children 

from Reception to Year 6 will be running.  

Parents are more than welcome to join us on 

the School fields from 10:40am.  Hot drinks 

will be available to all.   

As part of the celebration, twelve boys and 

girls from Years 5 and 6 are going to compete 

in the Prep School Barnard Run.  The rest of 

the school will be running part of the course 

as the Barnard Fun Run.  Everyone should 

come to School in their PE kit.  There will be 

no Games, PE or Swimming in the afternoon. 



Sports News 
Year 5 and 6 House Matches 
The Year 5 and 6 girls showed true grit and determination in their quest to bring home the House Netball Shield last Friday after-
noon. After a gruelling Cross Country run, they dusted off their trainers and took to the Netball courts. Owing to a depleted Grenville 
team, the other Houses kindly loaned players in order to create a competitive tournament. All Houses played their hearts out, with 
goals being scored in every match by every team. Raleigh deserve praise for their cheeky (but completely legal!) use of the post to 
gain advantage. Gilbert showed their versatility in trying out different playing positions, while Grenville battled hard against the 
odds. Although each House had flashes of brilliance, it was Drake who came away victors, with consistently solid play across all three  
matches. Well done to Drake. I was so impressed by the standard of Netball and by the good spirits shown by the girls in difficult  
conditions. A super afternoon of sport.  Mrs Thompson 
On Friday the House Football was extremely competitive with Gilbert and Raleigh once again leading the way. In the first 
 tournament they both reached the final game against each other with 100% record. However, the deadlock could not be broken and 
they went on to draw the game. This meant that the results in the second half of the tournament were vital. Gilbert's strength shone 
through as they went unbeaten here and lifted another sporting trophy. Raleigh took second with Drake third. Unfortunately for  
Mrs Hairsine Grenville will have to regroup for next term.   Mr Wicling 
It was the turn of Year 5 and 6 to face the challenge of our cross country course around the School field.  The boys’ race was won  
emphatically by Daniel Richardson (Drake) and he was followed by two Gilberts, Harry Metcalf and Rhys Jenkins, the first Year 5 
home.  In a close fought girls’ race, Poppy Barlow (Raleigh) just edged ahead of Maisy Squires and Molly Peart, again both Gilbert.  
Adding up all the runners in the four races, Gilbert came out on top followed by Raleigh, Grenville and Drake.   
We are now over half way in the question for the Westwick Trophy and Gilbert find themselves leading the way narrowly from  
Raleigh.  It’s still all to play for, however!   Mr Seddon 
Boys’ Football v Yarm: U9 & U8 
On Monday the U9 Football team ventured to Yarm for our annual fixture. Playing on Astroturf meant some very slick football could 
be seen along with a multitude of chances. Tom Body, Joe Arnold and Jonny Royle were on the score sheet on one pitch which saw a 
fantastic 4-4 draw in a pulsating game which could have gone either way. On the other side of the netting Theo Tweddle had a  
sterling game and a very busy goalkeeper, Oliver Stubbs, worked hard but I am afraid we were unable to avoid defeat.   Mr Wicling 
On a very wet and windy Wednesday the U8s braved the elements for a match against Yarm. The conditions made things challenging 
but it was really pleasing to see the boys sticking to their values and really trying to play the ball and pass it around. Everyone who 
played gave their all and whilst Yarm just came out on top the boys can be pleased with their performance.   Mr Ayres 
Girls’ Netball v Yarm: U9 & U8 
The U9A team travelled to Yarm for a challenging Netball match in some wet conditions. It took the girls some time to get into the 
flow of the match. In the final quarter they started to work together, tightened up on their defence and scored some well deserved 
goals. There was a lot to learn from this match and they were excited to put this into practise in the tournament the next day.  The U9 
B team made a strong start and scored a lovely goal with some strong passing up the court.  Yarm then equalised but in the last few 
minutes, with the rain pouring down, Barney scored the winning goal.  A super afternoon of sport.   Mrs Hairsine & Mrs Seddon 
Just as the whistle blew to start play for the U8 Netball matches on Monday, the rain began! The girls soldiered on bravely, playing 
three quarters outside, before retreating to the sanctuary of the Sports Hall. Unfortunately, this shortened the match play, but all 
girls were able to get on court and demonstrate their improving skills. The B Team clearly enjoyed the drier environment, scoring two 
quick goals to just lose out to Yarm 3-2. The A Team worked in reverse, scoring all their goals outside and winning their match 3-1. 
Most  
importantly, the girls showed real spirit in difficult conditions, perhaps beginning to understand the level of resilience needed to  
compete effectively. Many thanks to the parents who came to watch and get soaked by the rain!   Mrs Thompson 
Netball Coaching Tournament at Durham High: U9 
The U9s all thoroughly enjoyed success at the U9 cluster tournament at Durham High. Both teams moved the ball up the court well 
and were rewarded with many goals. Their defence was excellent and the U9A team only conceded one goal in the whole tournament. 
I was extremely pleased with the girls’ focus, concentration and determination and I look forward to their next match. Well done to 
all the girls who played.   Mrs Hairsine 

Netball Tournament at Durham School: U10 
What a week of Netball it has been!  The U10s finished the week perfectly (almost!) by finishing in second 
place in a Netball Tournament held at Durham School. The squad of eight girls rotated positions in six 
matches of High Five and played some of the best Netball I have seen from them this year. They drew the 
first match, won the next four and then narrowly lost the final match. This placed them second overall and 
they came away with medals for their efforts. I was most impressed by the girls’ quick passing, super  
defending and accurate shooting. They now need to work on direct (not loopy!) passes and getting in front 
of their players when asking for the ball. Super work girls; I am very proud of you.   Mrs Thompson 
Squash Tournament 
On Thursday, the squash team (Johnny Burgess, Sebastian Waiter-Westgarth, Harry Maude, Daisy  
Wilson, Molly Peart and Joseph Green) went to the annual squash competition at Norton Squash Club.  
 A tournament consisting of eight teams meant there were two groups of four, however one school didn’t 
turn up so in our group there were only three teams. We started off against Ainderby Steeple and beat 
them comfortably with everyone winning their matches. Our next match was a lot harder against  

Chandlers Ridge, however, in very close and competitive games we came out on top. This meant we had won our group, and were 
through to the final where we would face Chandlers Ridge again and the winner of the other 
group, Crooksbarn School. The winner would be decided by the team that got the most points 
over both their matches, this meant every single point counted! First, we played Chandlers Ridge 
again and this time lost, although in every match the score was close. We then played  
Crooksbarn and beat them in more tight matches. As Chandlers Ridge had lost to Crooksbarn, 
every team had won one, lost one, so it came down to the amount of points accumulated by the 
teams over both matches. In the presentation, it was announced that Crooksbarn had scored 84 
points, Chandlers Ridge 86 points and us 87, this meant we had won by one point only, showing 
just how close this competition was! So for the first time since 2014 we are county champions! It 
was a fantastic day and I think everybody really enjoyed themselves.   Harry Maude, 6S 



Brilliant Book Exchange! 
 

The School Council would very much like to thank all the children and parents who have sent in 

books for our Book Exchange. We received hundreds of books and sent lots of children away with 

something new to read for themselves or the younger members of their family. 

Hair raising! 
 

5K enjoyed investigating the effects 

of static electricity. We stuck  

balloons to the wall, made our hair 

stand up straight, lifted up pieces of 

paper and diverted a stream of water 

from the tap.  

Book worms! 
 

Year 3 have had their noses in books all week, and 3S  

adopted reading as their assembly theme. The children fully 

immersed themselves in a land of 

adventure and excitement as they 

celebrated a wide range of stories 

and famous authors. Every child 

talked about their favourite  

stories, characters and the  

adventures they have enjoyed 

whilst reading. Some of our 

teachers got involved and shared 

copies of their own favourites. All 

children were encouraged to 

share as much reading through-

out the day and have been seen 

with books in many places 

throughout the School. 



Awards This Week: 
 

Merit Certificates: 

Oscar Bennett Collins, Konrad Blake, George-Louis 

Boulton, Mirabelle Harrison, Jessica Raper, Lucy 

Harburn, Abygail Jameson, Joseph Robin Truss, 

Joe Arnold, Luke Banner, Zara Dobson, Gus Living, 

Annie Barker, Seth Crisp, Oliver Dickinson, Celine 

Jolley, Annabelle Metcalf, Felicity Richardson,  

Freddie Ross-Mitchell, Joseph Green, Henry  

Manley, Joel Peart, Archie Pepper, Shivraj Sehgal, 

George England, Benjamin Dixon, Tilly Gray, Emily 

Pegram, Frankie Preston, Molly Rendall, Esme  

Berend, Jemima Burton, Emily Coggrave, Ellie  

Derrick, Polly Heintz, Jake Lawson, Lewis Maunder

-Brown, Darcy Metcalf, Harry Sinclair, Bella Staley, 

Oliver Stubbs, William Hutchinson, Katy Sludds, 

Lorcan O’Neill, Johnny Burgess, Daniel Newell, 

Olivia Preston, Maisy Squires, Fin McGuire,  

Freddie Hendrix, Daisy Wilson 

Maths Puzzler 
 

A huge congratulations to Henry Turnbull 

for solving the hardest puzzler I’ve set all year! 
 

Today’s puzzler features a 

very mischievous Harry  

Potter! Harry has had a falling out with Snape and is  

working on a potion to turn him into a bat! Harry needs 40 

legs for his potion. In his potion box he has frogs (4 legs), 

ants (6 legs), spiders (8 legs) and pigeons (2 legs). Can you 

find a way to get Harry his 40 legs using at least one of  

every animal?  You could use a lot of pigeons and one each 

of the larger animals or a few spiders to get the numbers 

up, as long as each potion has some frogs, ants, spiders and 

pigeons he can turn Snape into a bat! Answers to me by 

next Wednesday please.  Good luck.   

Mr Ayres 

sta@barneyschool.org.uk 

This week we would like to wish a  
very happy birthday to: 

 

William Te Lintelo 
Rhys James 

Freddie Ross-Mitchell 
Isabelle Kerr 

Emily England 
Felicity Richardson 

 

Best wishes from everyone at  
Prep School! 

App of the Week: 
 

CBeebies  
Storytime 
 
In honour of World 
Book Day, this week I have a reading app 
aimed at the younger children in School. 
CBeebies Storytime aims to make reading 
fun, with playful and imaginative stories 
designed to help support early years  
reading. Every story is brought to life with 
magical things to touch, swipe and play 
with. There are also questions to help  
develop comprehension skills. The app 
has a library feature where you will be 
able to choose and download more stories 
for free and when they are finished with 
these they can simply choose others. The 
app has over 40 stories in the library! 
Don’t forget to come back regularly and 
visit the library to keep up-to-date with all 
of the new stories as they are added.  

Forthcoming Events 
 

March 

Tues 7 HMC Netball at Hymers College, 11:15am 

 HMC Football at Hymers College, 11:15am 

 Netball Tournament at Queen Mary’s: U8, 1pm 

Wed 8 Year 5 Trip to Bolton Castle 

 Police visiting Reception Class 

 Year 3 & 4 Play Dress Rehearsal, 1:45pm 

Thurs 9 Year 2 Trip to Locomotion, Shildon 

 All Year 3 & 4 pupils staying for tea 

 Year 3 & 4 Play ‘Olivia’, Atkinson Hall, 7pm 

Fri 10 Northern Semi-Finals Hockey: U11, 1pm 

 Cross Country at Teesside High: U11, U10, U9, 

 1:30pm 

 Year 3 & 4 Play ‘Olivia’, Atkinson Hall, 2pm 

 All Year 3 & 4 pupils staying for tea 

 Year 3 & 4 Play ‘Olivia’, Atkinson Hall, 7pm 

Sat 11 Exeat weekend 

Sun 12 Exeat weekend 

Headmistress’s  

Commendations: 
 

Callum Gaffney 

Daniel Raper 
 

Well done! 



Expecto Harry Potter and a spell of all things magical! 
 

As part of World Book Day celebrations, Prep School decided to combine this with the 

20th anniversary of the publication of ‘Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone’ and 

what a magical day we have had! 

We would like to thank all children – and staff – for dressing up in their best wizarding robes for the day, which 

has been filled with a variety of activities such as potion making, writing spells, and even some Quidditch!  We 

have put a few pictures below to give you an insight into what we have been up to and Mr Ayres will be putting 

together a Sway presentation which we will email out next week. 

“We solemnly swear we have been up to no good!”. 


