
Headmistress’s News 
 

Teamwork is important in all areas of life - at School, at home, in the playground, in clubs and activities and at work.  

This week we have learnt that although it is important to take pride in our own talents, we are good team members 

when we appreciate other people’s weaker areas, celebrate their strengths and share recognition, and that by doing 

this we can accomplish much larger goals.  A fine example of teamwork was ably demonstrated by the Reception class 

this week as they presented to Prep School the importance of being safe in winter.  A super teamwork effort. 

This week we have been fortunate enough to welcome Mr Mark Robson to the team.  Mr Robson will be joining the 

School in September as the new Junior Boarding Housemaster.  If you would like the opportunity to meet him and 

find out a little bit more about boarding, we extend a warm invitation to you all at 3.00pm this afternoon to join us 

for light refreshments in the Atkinson Hall.  

The Year 6 pupils have undertaken final trial exams in advance of the Entrance Tests to the Senior School that take 

place a week on Saturday. The children and teachers are working hard in preparation and I am pleased with their 

positive attitude and determination to give of their best.  

The first three weeks have flown by and I’d like to wish the boarders an enjoyable ‘family weekend’. 

Laura Turner 
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Boarders’ News 
 

The boarders had a fantastic week and proved 

how they can work as a team to create a  

harmonious house. On Friday evening the 

children enjoyed their weekly film night with 

Miss Kulaszewski and the popular choice was 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid. On Saturday morning 

Mr Joy took the boarders into town where 

they got the opportunity to purchase a treat or two. On their return, they had 

fun playing games until Mrs Bale arrived. Baking was a suggestion put forward earlier in the week so they made a 

refrigerator cake which went down well at supper time. On Sunday rugby was cancelled so we quickly changed our 

plans and booked to go to the cinema to watch Sing. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the film and their McDonald's af-

terwards. On our return to Old Courts we had half an hour of learning spellings and reading before heading off to the 

School pool for a spot of swimming. By the time 

evening came they were all shattered so they had 

a relaxing hour and then a well-deserved early 

night. 

The children were very excited on Wednesday to 

meet their new Housemaster for September, Mr 

Robson, and they enjoyed getting to know him 

better. He had fun playing in the Sports Hall and 

spending most of the evening with us to see what 

Old Courts is all about. The children are looking 

forward to spending time at home with family 

and friends this weekend and taking the oppor-

tunity to recharge their batteries for the last few 

weeks of half-term. 

Mrs Killeen 



Poetry in motion! 
 

Year 4 have been finding their inner poets this week to enter a national competition run 

by The Young Writers group for children aged 7 to 11. 

This annual competition takes a theme and asks children to write their own poem. This 

year the theme is ‘Dreams’ and we discussed how a dream might be a hope for the future, 

something that they have actually dreamt about 

whilst sleeping or an alternative world. 

The children of Year 4 did not disappoint and created some super poems using 

alliteration, similes, onomatopoeia and imagery on a wide variety of subjects, 

which included winning the lottery, a rugby match, unicorns, a world made of 

sweets and dragons.  

Each child will receive a book mark and sticker for entering and winners will 

have their poem published in a book – we await the results with anticipation! 

Hawk Eyed 
 

A brave robin has been sighted in the Reception garden on several 

occasions this week and as a consequence has been enthusiastically 

sketched and ticked off bird-spotting lists. Binoculars and all-

weather gear are all the rage, as the children's interest in British 

birds develops, just in time for the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch this 

weekend.  

In a tight 

spot! 
 

As part of the 

‘Materials’ topic 

in Science, Year 

3 have tested 

the elasticity of 

tights. Children 

are learning 

how to make a 

fair test and 

practice their maths skills to 

measure and draw tables  

recording their findings.                 Bug Busting Day! 
 

As I am sure you are aware, head lice are an 

ever-present problem in schools and other 

organisations where children gather  

together.  We have been made aware of a few 

cases of head lice in the School and in an  

effort to stop them spreading we would like 

to suggest that parents make Fridays their 

‘bug busting day’.   

Therefore, please can parents check and treat 

their child’s hair as necessary every Friday, 

even if you have treated your child recently, 

as they may have picked them up since you 

last looked.  Whilst we hope that you have no 

need to treat your child’s hair at this point, 

we do ask that you continue to check their 

hair each Friday. 

By regularly checking your child for head 

lice, we can alleviate the opportunity of them 

spreading easily from person to person. 

Pentominoes and patterns 
 

The Year 5s have continued to have great fun in Maths. Last 

week they were given the task to come up with the twelve 

different combinations for pentominoes. We then used these 

in Tuesday's session in the hall and we tried to combine all 

twelve to make a rectangle. We then moved this on even  

further by choosing one of the shapes to create a tesselating 

pattern. All of the children were fully engaged and they  

exercised many problem solving skills in the process. 

Olivia! 
 

We are all looking forward to the Year 3 and 4 

Play ‘Olivia!’ which takes place on Thursday 9th 

and Friday 10th March.  Parents of children in 

Years 3 and 4, please note that they will stay at 

School for their tea on both evenings and will be 

ready to collect at approximately 8pm from the 

Atkinson Hall.  You will have received an email 

earlier this week with a ticket request form, 

please return to Mrs Morse as soon as possible as 

tickets are on a first come, first served basis. 



Sports News 
 

Girls’ Netball v Teesside High: U11 

This was the girls’ first fixture of the year, for which there was great anticipation. Every Year 6 girl (if fit!) went to 

Teesside High School and represented Barney admirably. The A team had a very comfortable 8-2 win, with the Bs 

securing a 7-2 victory. Every girl played with 100% commitment, even having a try at different positions. Teesside 

very kindly organised certificates for ‘Player’s Player’ and ‘Coach’s Player’; Molly and Olivia were deserving recipients 

of the former, while we were delighted to award Poppy and Rachael the latter. An excellent start girls – keep it up! 

 Mrs Thompson 

Boys’ Hockey v Teesside High: U11 

On Friday a mixture of Year 5 and 6 boys travelled to Teesside High to play their first School hockey match. The boys 

played a long match of four 15 minute quarters and as there was a large squad, all the boys rotated on and off and 

were able to try a variety of positions on the pitch. There was some super passages of play and they started to  

distribute the ball around the pitch, being rewarded by two super goals. The boys were unlucky to lose by one goal 

but they should be extremely pleased with their performance. I am excited to see the development of boys’ hockey in 

the future. Well done to all the boys who played.  Mrs Hairsine 

Creating castles 
 

Year 1 are enjoying learning about castles 

in History lessons.  They took great care 

this week creating small models of Motte 

and Bailey Castles and placed them outside 

on specially formed sand mountains! 

The Barney Bullet! 
 

This week Year 2 had an entertaining and 

lively debate concerning the advantages and  

disadvantages of having either The Flying Scotsman 

or The Bullet Train as a new Royal Train for Queen 

Elizabeth ll. The 

children worked 

collaboratively in 

small groups and 

each child had an 

opportunity to 

voice their own 

opinions.  

An amusing  

observation was 

that Queen  

Elizabeth may 

spill tea on her  

beautiful dress if 

The Bullet Train 

approached a 

corner! There 

were lots of  

wonderful ideas 

for and against 

each mode of 

transport but 

in the end 2P 

voted for The 

Bullet Train 

and hoped 

that Queen 

Elizabeth 

would be 

pleased with 

their choice. 

Testing times! 
 

With entrance day  

looming, Year 6 have 

been working hard for 

their big day.  To this 

end, their English and 

Maths lessons on 

Wednesday were held 

under exam conditions in 

the Atkinson Hall.   

Hopefully, they will be 

much more confident 

when they turn up to Big 

School in a week’s time.   

Following their entrance test, the Year 6s will begin to get their 

teeth into the Achievement Award that they undertake in a 

range of topics throughout 

the year.  They have already 

completed their London 

scrapbooks, and some  

fantastic artwork based on 

the National Gallery.  Next 

is Science and History where 

they are carrying out an  

investigation about light and 

are researching the effect of 

rationing during WW2.  6S 

enjoyed their introduction 

to rationing via an  

interactive quiz.   



Awards This Week: 
 

Merit Certificates: 

Peter Stevenson, Phoebe Allman, Hetty Barwick, 

Freydis Blake, Georgina Chapman,  

Matilda Chapman, Adam Lee, Isla MacConachie, 

Toby Rutherford, Alex Banner, Sophie Pegram, 

Bertie Swan, Nathan Willoughby-Brown 

Forthcoming Events 
 

January 

Fri 27 Introduction to new Junior Boarding Housemaster, 

 Mark Robson, Atkinson Hall, 3pm-4pm 

Sat 28 Exeat weekend 

Sun 29 Exeat weekend 

Mon 30 Netball v Durham High: U9 (A), 2:30pm 

February 

Wed 1 Football v Aysgarth: U11, U10 (H), 3:30pm 

Fri 3 Football v Yarm & RGS Newcastle: U11, U10 (H), 1pm 

 Netball v St Olave’s & Pocklington: U11, U10 (A), 2pm 

Sat 4 Entrance tests for Year 6 at Senior School 

Maths Puzzler 
 

Congratulations to William Shield, Henry Turnbull and 

everyone else who solved last week’s Countdown puzzle. 

To make 472 we first do 50 x 9 = 450. Next we make 22 

(25+5=30; 30-8=22) then we simply add 22 to the 450 to 

get 472. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week I’ve 

got a different 

puzzler for you - 

a language one.  

Can you find a 

13 letter word by 

following a path 

and using each 

letter only once? 

 

Answers to me 

by Wednesday 

please!  

Good luck.   
 

Mr Ayres 

                                                              sta@barneyschool.org.uk 

Headmistress’s  
Commendations: 

 

Ella Turner 
Megan Brown 

Niamh Hennessy 
Fiore Catellani 
Caitlyn McLean 
Megan Sunley 
Daniel Newell 

Molly Peart 
Katie Riddell 

Sebastian Waiter-Westgarth 
Aimee Willey 

 

Well done! 

This week we would like to wish a  
very happy birthday to: 

 

Harry Maguire 
Annabelle Metcalf 

 

Best wishes from everyone at  
Prep School! 

App of the Week: 
 

Times Tables Quiz! 
(Multiplication 
Trainer) 
 

Year 4 are currently  

working on learning their 

times tables inside out, so 

this week we have an app to assist with 

this! 

Times Tables Quiz! asks you to solve as 

many problems as possible in a row, 

and in a timed situation no less. A 

tricky app for the faint-hearted, but 

such a useful one.  Enjoy and let me 

know how you score. 


