
Headmistress’s News 

新年快乐 or ‘Happy New Year’.  This week the School has celebrated Chinese New Year and the Dining Hall has been 

beautifully decorated by our Chinese Community.  We were fortunate enough to have Hiroki and Ronnie, two Senior School 

pupils, join us for our assembly this week where they gave a presentation and explained Chinese New Year to the children.   

Monday sees the launch of Internet Safety Week in the Prep School with workshops and events for the children, led by Miss 

White, throughout the week to support National Safer Internet Day on Tuesday 7th February.  At 6pm on Thursday 9th  

February there will be an Internet Safety Meeting for Parents in the Atkinson Hall, with presentations on social media and 

technology led by Miss White. Refreshments will be provided and there will be the opportunity for discussion at the end of 

the evening. We hope you can join us.  Following on from this there will be the opportunity for all Year 5 and 6 parents to 

meet with Madame Bale to discuss the French Trip.  This meeting begins at 7pm. 

We are approaching the time of year when we celebrate the founding of Barnard Castle School.  We are a School steeped in 

history and it is important for us to recognise this each year with our Founders’ Day Service.  This takes place next week on 

Friday 10th February at 1pm in the School Chapel.  Parents, friends and relatives are warmly invited to attend this service 

during which we give thanks for the foundation and development of the School. 

By now you would think that I wouldn’t be surprised that the half term is fast approaching, however time does seem to fly. I 

would like to remind parents that we have an earlier than usual break up time for half term next Friday 10th February, at 

2pm after our Founders’ Day Service. The School buses will depart at 2:15pm. 

Finally, I would like to wish all Year 6 pupils the very best of luck tomorrow as they sit their entrance exam at Senior School. 

Laura Turner 
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Boarders’ News 
 

After the first family 

weekend all the  

boarders returned to 

School refreshed after 

spending time with 

family and friends.  

Already this week the 

children have been  

swimming with Mrs 

Killeen, visited the 

sports hall to run off 

some energy, and for 

the Year 6s, all whilst 

preparing for their 

entrance tests.  

Last night Oliver enjoyed making 

a sock monkey, while the boys 

played cards and the girls read a 

bedtime story together. 

The boarders are all looking  

forward to the weekend ahead 

and are intrigued to see what trip 

Mrs Killeen and I have in store 

for them on Sunday. 

 

Mr Killeen 

Calling all muggles! 
Expecto ‘Harry Potter’… and a spell of 
all things magical!  World Book Day, 2nd 
March will soon be upon us and this year 
marks the 20th anniversary of this celebration 
in Britain. 2017 also marks the 20th  
anniversary of the publication of ‘Harry  
Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone’, the first 
book in the series by JK Rowling, so we have 
decided to bring the two events together in a 
School celebration of ‘Harry Potter and a 
spell of all things magical’ on Friday 3rd 
March.  
We would like to invite all children – and 
staff – to dress up in their best wizarding 
robes for the day, which will be filled with a 
variety of activities dedicated to potions, 
spells, and perhaps even some Quidditch!  
Details to follow, but in the meantime please 
encourage your children to ‘reparo’ their 
wands, ‘accio’ their favourite magical  
costume and prepare for a feast of Hogwarts-
style fun and learning. 
‘I solemnly swear that I am up to no good’! 
Mrs Robertson 



Year 1 erupt! 
 

Year 1 have enjoyed learning more about Edinburgh 

with Barnaby Bear. This week they focused on the 

structure of volcanoes and are excited to stand on part 

of an extinct volcano 

when we visit  

Edinburgh Castle. All 

the children  

pretended they were a 

volcano brewing  

underground to help 

them learn about the 

process of eruption. 

They particularly  

enjoyed it when 

their volcano 

erupted.  

Year 4 get socially savvy! 
 

Next week is Internet Safety Week 

and as a starting point for work 

that will be carried out in all year 

groups, Year 4 have watched a  

video about sharing and ‘liking’ 

posts on social media. Our  

discussions have related to the fact 

that the Internet is an anonymous 

place and things that people say and post would not  

necessarily be the same things that they would say to 

someone on the playground.  

If you would like any more information or advice on the 

subject, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me 

(aaw@barneyschool.org.uk) or come along to our  

Parents’ Session which will be held in the Atkinson 

Hall on Thursday 9th February at 6pm. 

A Titanic adventure! 
 

An interest in the story of the 

Titanic has taken Reception 

on many adventures this 

week; from drawing boats, 

investigating floating and 

sinking and finally to looking 

at the properties of ice. 

All aboard! 
 

On Monday morning William Watson came into School 

bubbling with excitement and carrying a huge bag of 

artefacts and memorabilia related to the London and 

North Eastern Railways. His Uncle Ralph, who would 

now have been 81 years old, worked on the railways, 

first as a fireman and driver on the old steam  

locomotives, then later in his career driving the  

Intercity 125. William enjoyed showing 2P the driver's 

hats, lamps, badge, whistle and pocket watch. He also 

had lots of interesting photographs and books to show. 

A highlight of Uncle Ralph's career was when he was 

given the opportunity to drive the Flying Scotsman up 

from London to York. At this time he was one of the few 

people who could actually drive a steam locomotive! It 

is amazing how influential the railways have been in 

our local area as Charlotte Blenkiron’s ancestors helped 

George Stephenson with Puffing Billy and Sofia  

Wilson's family built up a thriving business connected 

to the early railways. We are thoroughly enjoying our 

topic and can't wait to visit Locomotion next month! 

Wrap up warm! 
 

With talk of a cold snap ahead, just a reminder 

for children to bring School coloured coats, hats, 

scarves, gloves and wellies over the next week 

and let’s hope for better weather for the half 

term holiday! 

mailto:aaw@barneyschool.org.uk


Website of the 
Week: 
 

Think U Know 
 

Rather than an app, this week I am 

recommending a website that all our 

children, and parents, can use to 

learn a little bit more about staying 

safe online as well as play some 

games and watch some videos.  

I know that the Year 3 and 4 children 

have already had a good explore.  

www.thinkuknow.co.uk  

Sports News 
 

Netball v Durham High: U9 

The U9 Netball teams enjoyed their visit to Durham High School on Monday to play their first Netball match of the 

season. The format we played was High Fives which gave the girls the chance to play different positions. Both teams 

had very close games and improved their attacking skills and passing up the court. They also identified some areas to 

work on in the next few training sessions. Well done! Mrs Seddon and Mr Wicling 

 

Football v Aysgarth: U11, U10 

On Wednesday the Year 5 and 6 boys had their first big fixture of the term. Hosting Aysgarth, we knew we would be 

in for competitive matches and we were not disappointed. The U11A team started strongly with some blistering attack 

and incisive passing, this eventually took its toll and a talented Aysgarth team fought back. There were really positive 

signs in a game that finished with a 3-3 draw. The U11B team had a very close 2-1 loss which could have gone either 

way. Full credit has to go to Henry Turnbull for excellent shot stopping. There was some wasteful finishing yet plenty 

of enthusiastic play. This was similar in the U11C team who also lost, although Jack Roberts was a stalwart in goal, 

and the pupils advanced their football a great deal by playing competitively. 

The U10A team had a fantastic match where they won in the final minute to gain a 4-3 victory. Two early finishes got 

us ahead yet some lax defence led to us falling 3-2 down within the first half. However, the team improved through-

out the second half and finally won following many opportunities. The B team had an entertaining game although 

goals were hard to come by and they drew 0-0. All the defensive work we have done has paid off and it is time to work 

at the other end of the pitch. Finally the gallant C team had a tough match where we conceded a few too many goals. 

However, there was no questioning the effort of the boys and I would say that the 1-4 score-line flattered Aysgarth, 

somewhat! A great afternoon was had by all the boys and it was great to see them all playing.  Our thanks to the  

Senior School boys for helping referee.  We look forward to hosting RGS Newcastle and Yarm this afternoon.  

 Mr Ayres and Mr Wicling 

It’s all a myth! 
 

In Year 5, Mrs Killeen's English group have been really enjoying 

their topic of ‘Myths and Legends’ this term. They have started 

to think about their stories for after half-term when they will be 

creating their very own legend story book. The children have 

loved creating their own beasts and heroes/heroines that they 

may choose to include in their stories. Here are a few examples: 

Matthew Collinson's hero: 

My hero has amazing strength so he can lift unspeakable  

objects. He can get hit plenty of times but not die as he is  

immortal. My hero holds a sword of fire that he found in a pit 

of fire which was guarded by a dragon. He won the battle but 

not by far as the dragon was very strong. Arthur, my hero, 

wears full armour for protection and he kills mythical beasts 

like dragons. He rules over a massive kingdom called Camelot. 

Kohana Armstrong's heroine: 

My heroine is invisible so she can hide and then attack the  

enemy. She is invincible so she can never die but she some-

times gets damaged. She can fly so she can plunge in and save 

the day. Her mind is strong enough to read other minds. When 

she wants to have a walk and when she 

has to save the day she can run fast like 

the wind. Any time she needs to lift up a 

boulder she can. She wears a special 

hairband in her hair so she can detect 

danger and it can let her know if some-

one needs her help. 

Vouch for us! 
 

We are, once again, 

collecting Sainsbury’s 

school vouchers.  

There is a collection 

box opposite the Prep School kitchen and also one 

in Mrs Morse’s office.  We would be very grateful if 

you have collected any vouchers if you can bring 

them in and our eager School Councillors will keep 

adding them up and planning what we can spend 

our vouchers on!  Thank you. 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
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The apple of my eye! 
 

Year 3 have been working on their  

observation skills in Art. They sketched 

in pencil, looking carefully at the light 

and shadows on the fruit, then built up 

depth using layers of 

coloured pencil. 

Pop up to Year 3 next 

week to see the full  

gallery! 

Quizzy Rascals! 
 

GOOD LUCK to all the Year 6s who are taking the Entrance Test on 

Saturday in Senior School.  We know that you will do your best!   

In Science, they have been experimenting with light and shadows as 

part of their Achievement Award.   

Following the House General Knowledge Quiz, six children were 

chosen to take part in the National SATIPS Quiz.  This involved 

hundreds of Year 6 children from around the country all taking part 

in a postal quiz.  Questions included ‘Who is the Foreign  

Secretary?’, ‘Which instrument helps tune an orchestra?’, ‘Who was 

famous for creating a cube puzzle in 1974?’.  We hope that Daniel 

Newell, Johnny Burgess, Harry Maude, Fin McGuire,  

Scarlet Sinclair and Molly Peart knew the answers! 

Activities aplenty! 
 

Our action packed activity programme is now well underway with lots of clubs taking place over lunch times and after 

School.  Here are some pictures of the chess club, gardening club and a snapshot of the everyday games in the  

playground! 

We’re having a ball! 
 

Personal invitations to all parents to the Prep School May 

Ball are coming home with the children today (in the post 

to all those who don’t live locally).  

The black tie Ball is on Saturday 27th May and we do hope 

as many parents as possible can attend, especially since 

this is only a biennial event. Tickets are £50 per person to 

include a reception drink, a three-course meal, live music 

and additional entertainment. Details of how to book  

tickets are enclosed with your invitation. 

Before the Ball, we have the popular Family Walk to look 

forward to on Sunday 19th March. This is an easy stroll 

from Prep School along the Tees, ending with tea or a  

picnic at Bowes Museum and play in the adventure  

playground. Meet at Prep School at 2pm for a 2.15pm  

departure. 



Awards This Week: 
 

Special Mention Certificates: 

Vivi Gledhill, Sebastian Howard, Isla MacConachie, 

Rory Metcalf, Charlotte Blenkiron, Finlay Toyne, 

Olivia Bridges, Megan Brown, Thomas Rothwell, 

William Banner, Abygail Jameson, Minnie Wilson, 

Lewis Maunder-Brown, Oliver Stubbs, Albie  

Kingsbury, Celine Jolley, Euan Metcalf, Joseph 

Green, Aasta McGregor-Towers, Daniel Newell, 

Hannah Stirling, Mia Pegram, George England,  

Sebastian Waiter-Westgarth 

 

Merit Certificates: 

Vivi Gledhill, Caitlyn McLean, Lucy Willsmore, Tilly 

Gray, Finlay Toyne, Ella Turner, William Watson, 

Charlie Bridges, Alexander Milbank, Dexter  

Thomas, Charlotte Blenkiron, Benjamin Dixon,  

Alexander Howard, Joe Rutherford, Fiore Catellani, 

Dylan Dougal, Oona MacConachie, Tom Staley, 

Charles Appleyard, Aimee Willey 

 

Congratulations to Sophie Winnard who achieved a 

Distinction in her Pianoforte—Pre Preparatory  

and to Talitha Hayward who also gained a  

Distinction in her Pianoforte—Grade I in their  

London College of Music Examinations 

Forthcoming Events 
 

February 

Fri 3 Football v Yarm & RGS Newcastle: U11, U10 (H), 1pm 

 Netball v St Olave’s & Pocklington: U11, U10 (A), 2pm 

Sat 4 Entrance tests for Year 6 at Senior School, 8:45am-12pm 

Mon 6 Internet Safety Week  

 Netball v Durham High: U10 (H), 3:30pm 

Tues 7 Safer Internet Day 

Wed 8 Year 6 First Aid Achievement Award 

 Football Tournament at Bow School: U11, U9, 1:30pm 

Thurs 9 Internet Safety Talk for Parents, Atkinson Hall, 6pm 

 French Trip Meeting for Parents, Atkinson Hall, 7pm 

Fri 10 Founders’ Day Service, Chapel, 1pm 

 Half Term begins at 2pm 

 School buses depart at 2:15pm 

Sun 19 Boarders return, from 4pm 

Mon 20 Second half of term begins 

 Years 3 & 4 House Cross Country, Football and 

 Netball, 1:45pm 

Maths Puzzler 
 

Well done to Benjamin French, Lucy Harburn, Henry 

Turnbull, Rhys James and everyone else who submitted 

solutions for last week’s puzzler. Lucy’s solution is 

shown below: 

This week’s puzzler is linked to Internet Safety Week 

which takes place next week.  

70% of all emails received are either spam or, worse, 

contain a virus. I get a lot of emails; last week I got 350! 

How many of those would it have been safe to open? 

As always, answers to me by Wednesday please! 

Good luck.   
Mr Ayres 

sta@barneyschool.org.uk 

Headmistress’s  
Commendations: 

 

Lucy Willsmore 
Freydis Blake 

Charlie Bridges 
Sophie Pegram 

Mirabelle Harrison 
Violet Heintz 

Dermot Metcalf 
Benjamin Pelly 

Evie Wicling 
Quinn Williams 

Annie Barker 
Oliver Dickinson 

Freddie Ross-Mitchell 
Johnny Burgess 
Dexter Thomas 

Ben Arnold 
Reuben Hosking 
Clara Rowbottom 
Charlie Thompson 

George England 
Scarlet Sinclair 

Isabelle Hawkins 
Daniel Richardson 

 

Well done! 

This week we would like to wish a  
very happy birthday to: 

 

Bertie Swan 
Jack Baptist 

 

Best wishes from everyone at  
Prep School! 



Monday sees the launch of Internet Safety 

Week in the Prep School. Each year group will 

be meeting with Miss White to discuss issues 

surrounding the Internet and social media.  

As part of this parents are invited to attend an informal 

advice session covering all areas of ICT and 

multimedia including social media, text messaging and 

Internet safety. It will be an opportunity to discuss any 

queries you may have regarding the use of technology 

in the home.  

Informal ICT  

Advice Session for 

Parents 


