
Headmistress’s News 
 

Miss White held an informative assembly on Monday morning, in preparation for our National Safer Internet Day on 

Tuesday, reminding the children how to make the Internet safer.  The onward march of technology provides schools 

with many educational and administrative benefits but we must educate our children to be responsible with its use.  

For those of you who were able to attend last night, I do hope that you found the Internet Safety Talk beneficial in 

answering all those questions and finding out what our children of today may be exposed to. 

On Wednesday the Year 6 pupils took part in the First Aid element of their Achievement Award led by Mr Ayres and 

Sister Bainbridge.  This is an extremely important part of their award, teaching them valuable skills and techniques 

giving them the confidence that is required to save lives, in an area that we hope they will never have to use but if 

they do, will allow them to make a tremendous amount of difference.   

Looking ahead we have our Informal Open Week coming up, beginning on Monday 27th February through to Friday 

3rd March from 9.30am to 2.30pm.  This is a great opportunity for any new pupils who are thinking about joining 

Prep School to come along and see the children in their normal working environment.  If you have any friends who 

are considering a Prep School education for their children, please do encourage them to come along during this week.   

Our Founders’ Day Service is in Chapel at 1pm this afternoon and I hope you can join us.  Children may be collected 

from their classrooms following the service and School will end at 2pm for a well-deserved rest.   

I hope you all have an enjoyable and relaxing break and I look forward to seeing you after half term. 

 

Laura Turner 
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Boarders’ News 
 

Saturday morning saw the Year 6 boarders  

venture down to complete their tests for Senior 

School.  The rest of the children finished their 

homework and had free time with Mrs  

Robertson.  After lunch Miss White made  

posters with the children and, with a break in 

the weather, they also managed to play outside. 

Later on in the evening everyone settled down to 

watch a film.   

Sunday morning saw two of our boys play 

against Richmond for the town’s Rugby team, 

while the rest of the boarders had great fun at 

Old Courts sewing and participating in arts and 

crafts, along with playing computer games and 

having time outside. After lunch we all jumped 

on the mini-bus and headed off to Planet  

Leisure.  Everyone had a great time either  

bowling or roller skating (70's style!).   

With half term coming up, we are all looking 

forward to a break with family and friends. 

 

Mr Killeen 



Model pupils! 
 

Year 1 have thoroughly enjoyed furthering 

their knowledge about castles this term.  With 

the help of some recycled materials, they have 

been busy making their own unique model  

castle and have tried very hard to include some 

key features such as battlements, drawbridges 

and turrets.   

Renewable research 
 

Year 4 is hard at work researching alternative sources of energy 

for our assembly in March. In groups the children are  

researching renewable sources of energy as alternatives for fossil 

fuels. We hope to present a ‘Dragon’s Den’ style event, where 

having heard the various arguments, the rest of the School will 

get the opportunity to decide which energy they think would be 

the best option for the rest of the world to invest in. 

The children have thoroughly embraced the project, appreciating the opportunities 

to work independently, collaboratively and persevere with what seemed to be an  

initially tricky brief – all watch words of learning in Year 4. 

What a state! 
 

Reception are investigating 'Changing 

States' and were particularly interested 

when observing a solid chocolate button 

melting into a delicious liquid. The  

children made predictions about what 

would happen and guessed whether a 

large or small chocolate button would 

melt first. 

Astounding assembly! 
 

Year 3 worked so hard to prepare their own research for our 

class assembly yesterday. Glass, steel, diamonds cotton,  

carbon fibre and water were the subjects of just some of the 

presentations, with some 

amazing ways to recycle,  

construct using paper and  

employ ultra strong magnets 

also capturing the children's 

interest. A class of very  

inquisitive scientists shared 

their enthusiasm with the rest 

of the School. Well done 3M! 

Gym buddies! 
 

Over the past few weeks Year 2 

have been building up their  

Gymnastics skills during PE  

lessons. Straddles, pikes and tucks 

have been the name of the game 

with some excellent group  

sequences being performed.   

Well done!          Mr Wicling 



Safety Superheroes! 
 

I have had a great week visiting classes to talk to them about Internet Safety. Our week on ‘Being Safe on the  

Internet’ started with an assembly on Monday about pictures on social media. This was followed by sessions in  

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 where we talked about the rules of staying safe online – not talking to strangers and 

sharing our personal information. 

In Years 3, 4 and 5 we watched some video clips of children making videos and writing comments about them to each 

other, we discussed with whom we should share videos and what it is appropriate and inappropriate to say. 

Year 6 have worked with Mr Ayres discussing peer pressure and the intricacies of what it is acceptable to share online 

as we get older. 

I also got the opportunity to talk to parents, answer their questions about online activities, the use of technology for 

children and share with them how we as a School deal with Internet Safety. 

If you were unable to make the meeting, but have some questions; please do email me at aaw@barneyschool.org.uk  
It is worth remembering, that although we have a week to focus on Online Safety, it is an issue that is relevant all the 

time and one which continually needs addressing with our children. 

Miss White 

Year 6 will be the first to your aid! 
 

On Wednesday Year 6 spent the morning learning all about, and 

practising, First Aid. A key component of their Year 6 Achievement 

Award, it not only helped refocus the children following Saturday's 

Entrance Test but also allowed them to gain skills and confidence 

in this vitally important area. The children learned how to make 

both an arm and elevation sling, how to place someone in the  

recovery position, how to perform CPR as well as how to treat 

burns, allergies and severe asthmatic reactions. I, for one, am 

much more confident should anything terrible happen to me! 

Once they had been instructed in the basics of First Aid, the pupils 

were then assessed against various scenarios. All of the staff were impressed 

with the level of expertise the children demonstrated and confidence and 

diligence with which they approached the tasks. A special thank you to  

Sister Bainbridge for all of her input and for helping the children gain  

invaluable experience. 

Mr Ayres 

Year 5 are full of energy! 
 

This week Year 5 have been devising and carrying 

out investigations to study conductors and  

insulators. They have constructed and drawn  

electrical circuits and found out that graphite, a  

non-metal, conducts electricity as well as all of the 

metal items they tested. Here they are testing  

themselves by making human circuits using a Steve 

Spangler energy stick. Check out some great Steve 

Spangler Science videos on YouTube! 

Headmistress’s  

Commendations: 
 

Alexander Carr 

Pippa Atherton 

Maisy Squires 
 

Well done! 

mailto:aaw@barneyschool.org.uk


Sports News 
 

Football v Yarm & RGS: U11, U10 

Last Friday, we held a jamboree of boys’ Hockey and Football. Instead of a simple fixture we invited all Year 5 and 6 

boys to play two football and two hockey matches against RGS Newcastle and Yarm. Hockey has been a great hit this 

term and all the schools were keen to trial the afternoon. Unfortunately, we cannot report on every game but there 

were some highlights on the football field. William Shaefer scored a last minute winner for the U10A team against 

RGS and the U11s had a confidence-building win against Yarm. George Stubbs must be mentioned as well for a strike 

in to the top corner which gave Barney a 2-2 draw and a moment to remember for the rest of his life! We have a little 

way to go to catch up on the Hockey pitch but this experience gave the children the opportunity to play and all of the 

boys left the astro-turf in fine voice. Thank you to all the coaches who refereed, it was a long but very successful  

afternoon. Mr Wicling 

 

Netball v St Olave’s & Pocklington: U11, U10 

All the Year 5 and 6 girls travelled to York last Friday to play Netball against two schools. Year 5 appropriately played 

‘High 5’, while Year 6 competed in traditional 7-a-side matches. I was delighted that all four teams were victorious in 

at least one of their matches, with the U10 B team winning both. More importantly, the girls played competitively and 

really enjoyed the afternoon. The key area in which to improve is shooting; there were many opportunities to level 

the scores, or to pull ahead, but lack of shooting accuracy was our downfall. Keep practising girls! 

 Mrs Thompson 

Netball v Durham High: U10 

Once again, the U10 teams showed how much they have improved this season. The B Team remain unbeaten, with an 

impressive win over Durham High. However, the A Team seemed to be bewildered by the quick pace and rotations of 

the High 5 game structure and did not demonstrate their true potential. There are, however, some pleasing skills 

emerging and I think that this is a team who can do well in the future. Hopefully they have learned a great deal and 

will continue to grow as a team. 

The U10 B team had a fantastic match against Durham High on Monday afternoon. The girls coped extremely well 

with all the rotations and were strong in all the positions they played. Their work around their shooting area was  

fantastic and many of the set plays they have worked on in training were on display in their game. A comfortable 5-2 

win to Barney; well done girls.  Mrs Thompson and Mrs Hairsine 

 

Boys’ Football Tournament at Bow School: U11, U9 

The U9 Football team enjoyed their experience at the Tournament at Bow School on Wednesday. There were no  

winners or a trophy for grabs at this age but that did not affect their performances. We beat Polam Hall in the first 

game 2-1 and then drew 1-1 with Choristers which highlighted finishing as the next activity in practice as we created a 

plethora of chances. Finally all the energy we expended led to a tired 4-2 loss to Bow School who deserved their  

victory. A great afternoon for the children with lots to take away. 

The U11s, buoyed by their impressive start to the season, were 

quick off the mark in the first of the afternoon's games against 

Polam. Intense pressing and fluid passing saw us dominate from 

minute one as we took control of the game, emerging 2-0 winners 

with goals from Sebastian and Freddie. Next up we faced a  

talented Choristers side, the boys were industrious and calm  

under pressure, sticking to their values of expansive, passing  

football. We scored at just the right time to undo all of Choristers’ 

hard work with Daniel Richardson and Sebastian again on the 

score sheet. Knowing a win would see us crowned champions, the 

boys took to the field against hosts Bow with a steely  

determination in their eyes. As the exploits of the afternoon began 

to take their toll all of the boys dug deep into their energy reserves. 

Daniel Richardson covered every blade of grass and top scorer 

Sebastian picked his spot perfectly, finishing off a breath-taking 

move that started right back with Harry Maude's quick thinking 

and went through virtually every player; 1-0 being the final score. 

A jubilant Daniel Newell collected the plate, just rewards for his passionate and warrior like captaincy. Even more 

impressive than the football was the pride with which the boys wore the shirt, the lengths they were prepared to go to 

for each other and the encouragement and support they offered the U9s when not playing. A fantastic afternoon and 

no less than the boys deserved. Mr Wicling and Mr Ayres 



Awards This Week: 
 

Merit Certificates: 

Jack Baptist, Reuben Hosking, Sophie Richardson, 

Benjamin Pelly, Lydia Dixon, Talitha Hayward, 

Rhys James, Rhys Jenkins, Albie Kingsbury, Euan 

Metcalf, Daniel Raper, William Shaefer, Harry 

Maude , Alexander Carr, Sebastian Howard, Megan 

Sunley, Rocco Catellani, William Jackson-Ward, 

Sebastian Metcalf, Harry Milbank, Sofia Wilson, 

Edwin Barwick, Megan Brown, Grace Dickinson, 

Violet Heintz, Kohana Armstrong, Bea Dolby,  

Callum Gaffney, Thea Wilks, Poppy Barlow 

Maths Puzzler 
 

Well done to serial contributors Henry Turnbull and Rhys 

James who correctly worked out that if 70% of my emails 

were spam then only 30% or 105 were safe to open.  

This week I would like 

you to try and fill in the 

pyramid. Each number is 

made by adding the two 

blocks below it. For  

example the 19 must be 

made by adding 7 and ? 

(12!). What number goes 

at the top? 

 

Good luck.   

Mr Ayres 

sta@barneyschool.org.uk 

Until the next edition of the newsletter, 
we would like to wish a very  

happy birthday to: 
 

Harry Forrester 
William Watson 
Dermot Metcalf 

Thomas Blenkiron 
Thomas Rothwell 

Freya Pinwill-Price 
Edward Baker 
Annie Barker 

 

Best wishes from everyone at  
Prep School! 

App of the Week: 
 

Collins Big Cat – 
Around the 
World 
 
Inspired by my visit to Reception on 
Tuesday, my app this week is aimed at 
the younger members of the School. 
This is an animated book for young 
readers by Collins. Children have  
several options: have the story read to 
them, read the story themselves, 
adapt the images to create their own 
story. They can write their own text or 
record their narrative. They also have 
opportunities to add speech bubbles 
and thought bubbles. It can be used to 
bring reading to life and create  
interactive books.  

Book Exchange 
On Wednesday 1st March, as part of our World Book Day 

celebrations, School Council have decided to host a book 

exchange day. 

Over half term we would be most grateful if you would sort 

out any old books that you are no longer reading and bring 

them in to School. In return you can come along at break 

and lunchtime, and after School, to pick up some other 

books in exchange.  

Books can be brought to Miss White’s classroom and the 

exchange will be taking place there during Wednesday. 

Thank you for your help. 

School Council 

Forthcoming Events 
 

February 

Fri 10 Founders’ Day Service, Chapel, 1pm 

 Half Term begins at 2pm 

 School buses depart at 2:15pm 

Sun 19 Boarders return, from 4pm 

Mon 20 Second half of term begins 

 Years 3 & 4 House Cross Country, Football and 

 Netball, 1:45pm 

Wed 22 Barney Friends’ meeting, Clarendon’s, 8:45am 

 Football v Mowden Hall: U11, U9, U8 (H), 3:30pm 

 Netball v Mowden Hall: U9, U8 (H), 3:30pm 

 Hockey v Mowden Hall: U11 (H), 3:30pm 

Fri 24 Years 5 & 6 House Cross Country, Football and 

 Netball, 1:45pm 

Mon 27 Prep School Open Week, 9:30am to 3:30pm 

 Boys’ Football & Girls’ Netball v Yarm: U9 (A) 

 Boys’ Football & Girls’ Netball v Yarm: U8 (H) 

Tues 28 Prep School Open Week, 9:30am to 3:30pm 

 Netball Coaching Tournament at Durham High: 

 U9, 2:30pm 

Wed 29 Prep School Open Week, 9:30am to 3:30pm 

 HMC Junior Schools Music Day, Ashville College 

March 

Thurs 2 Netball Tournament at Durham School: U10, 1:30pm 

Fri 3 Harry Potter and a Spell of All Things Magical  

 non-uniform themed day 



Founders’ Day 
 

Our Founders' Day Service celebrates the History of Barnard Castle School and, in particular, that of the Prep School. 

This year, with the official opening of the Centenary Building having taken place in December, Mr Seddon has  

concentrated on the changing use of the buildings and rooms within the School and how Prep School has grown and 

developed since it first moved into Westwick Lodge in 1914.  Below are a selection of photographs showing the  

development of Barnard Castle School from its completion in 1886 to the acquisition of Westwick Lodge in 1922  

and the addition of extra classrooms and facilities. 

We hope you can join us for the service in Chapel at 1pm this afternoon. 


