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Boarding news
Saturday, 10th September saw the boarders having a barbeque in the last of the beautiful summer warmth. There
was everything from delicious beef burgers to ribs and chicken drumsticks, with a huge array of cold food spread out
just beyond the grills. The barbeque is a great way to socialise and meet the new boarders, as this year there are
many new faces. Several of these faces belong to international students- which proves how diverse and multicultural
we as a community can be. During the evening I toasted marshmallows with a Spaniard, spoke with a Frenchman,
and played football with a German, making new friends all the time. Leaving no one unhappy, with huge smiles all
round, the event was a success- an excellent way to end the summer and start a new academic year. I have never
been as excited to resume life in the boarding house and I know that this year will be full of learning, laughing and
progressing.

William Maxwell

On Sunday, 11th September, there was a boarders’ trip to the city of York - the first Sunday outing of this academic
year. When we arrived at York, we had the opportunity to discover the city by ourselves until mid-afternoon. I was
very impressed by the colossal York Minster and the beautiful old buildings. Everywhere in York, there were quaint,
old fashioned sweet shops with such a large assortment to choose from, that I spent over half an hour in that type of
shop alone! There were lots of more modern shops for fashion and technology as well. I also loved the many little
stands at the market place which sold everything from homemade cake (I had one of them, they were wonderful),
fruits and vegetables to oil pictures from famous rockstars- quite a range! For lunch I decided to have the very British
meal of fish and chips- "when in Rome“ as they say! Overall I really enjoyed my day in York and I would love to visit
it again!
                                                                                                                                                                Paul Glockauer
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Weekly news from the
Heads of School

When we came to writing our first weekly piece, we came
to the conclusion that reading is much easier that actually
writing. Our first week as Head Boy and Head Girl has been
surprisingly uneventful, so to satiate our desire for action
and news, we turned to our partners across the Atlantic.
Whereas our week had been ordinary, the Americans were
having a whale of a time. Now, we can’t look at the good’ol
USA without noticing a blonde mass of spray tan and
plastic surgery thrusting itself into the limelight. Of course
we are talking about the Mexican’s best friend, Donald

Trump. Despite turning down the rhetoric in his recent visit to Mexico, and then contradicting himself
in Arizona a few days later, he still manages to pantomime his way towards the presidency.
Worryingly the weapons-grade plum, as Sue Perkins so eloquently put it, has a chance for him and the
separate entity he calls his hair, to grin while lounging behind the desk in the Oval Office. To some
Americans it seems like this election is one between two bad candidates, but what choice do they
have? They can either vote for the end of the presidency or for Hillary Clinton.
Barnard Castle School voted in a mock internal Brexit referendum to remain part of the EU, showing
that we are, as the Economist magazine claims, a ‘drawbridge down’ society. Trump, on the other
hand, has the drawbridge firmly raised. Donald Trump’s policies looks positively clandestine to us at
Barney and as the new term started, students from as far as Japan and as close as Bishop Auckland
relished the opportunity to begin the New Year with gusto. Although we say our week as Heads of
School has been normal, the electric energy that flows through the school has been far from ordinary.
With our second week coming to a close, we can only look to the future with excitement, whereas the
Americans have a somewhat grey, and perhaps, orange, time ahead of them. Maybe a wall straight
through Central Hall would solve the problem…

Alex Booth and Salma Ali



Old Barnardians gathered at the
weekend to play in a series of
tournaments



Sam Farqhuar ( Senior Music Scholar) introduced the Music Award Holder’s concert on Tuesday Lunchtime. From
left to right, Oliver Rouse (Y9 Saxophone), Emma Harding (Y7 Clarinet), Evie Milbank (Y7 Voice), Tom Forster (Y7
Saxophone), Theo Truss (Y7 Clarinet) and Ben Taylor (Y7 Saxophone). Edward Hamilton (Y9 Viola) was unable to
perform at the concert, but will play later in the term.

Students who have chosen to audition for Music Awards (either Scholarships or Exhibitions) have shown unusual
dedication to their chosen instruments or voices, and exhibit a delight and enthusiasm for making music, for
developing technique and also musicianship which stands them apart from the crowd. They all perfomed to a very
high standard, and were enjoyed by the audience. Sam Farquhar also performed a Grade 8 piano piece, a first
movement from a Haydn Sonata, to show the new comers where continued dedication, passion and enthusiasm
can lead. His performance exhibited poise, fluency and musicality.

Next week every one is welcome to the Lunchtime Concert next Tuesday, 20/09/2016 at 1.05PM, to hear each
new class in Y7 and Y8 compete against each other to see who can bring off the best performance of a song by
the Beatles. Mr Stevens will be the Adjudicator, and there will also be an Audience vote. If you are able to, this is
not a concert to be missed.

If you are popping to School from work, a light lunch of Soup and Crusty Bread is served. We would like to thank
the kitchens for producing such a fine light lunch.
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Upon arriving at Darl ington Tra in Station, our anticipation grew for what the day would bring;
the Cabinet War Rooms under Whitehal l , the Houses  of Parl iament, and the mouth-watering
burgers  we would have the opportuni ty to buy later on, just oppos i te the entrance to King’s
Cross . At 08:23, L-Hour (L for London) we departed southbound, a  sol id two and a  ha l f hour
journey ahead, and what fun that was . There were plenty of activi ties  to take part in on the
Virgin Ra i l s  tra in, whether that be playing ‘Heads  Up’ or s leep, only to be woken up by the
people playing ‘Heads  Up’; there was  plenty to do.
Once that ordeal  was  over, we disembarked the tra in, the 30 Degree Centigrade heat hi tting
every las t one of us  l ike a  brick wal l  (Only Mrs  Campbel l  enjoyed i t, but in fa i rness  she i s
cold-blooded). I  mysel f fel t a  sense of awe; I  was  in the capi ta l  of the UK, not some cul -de-
sac vi l lage in the north east. It was  a  remarkable feel ing. None the less , we got on the tube
and headed for Westminster.
If one thought King’s  Cross  was  something to be hera lded, wel l  let me tel l  you, Westminster
is  something else. The dizzying height of El i zabeth’s  Tower and Big Ben was  outstanding; how we rushed to get pictures  of i t a l l
l i ke rampant touris ts . After walking through the hel l i sh heat in the government sector of the behemoth ci ty, we reached our fi rs t
destination, the Churchi l l  War Rooms. It was  fascinating to see how the condition of i t had barely deteriorated s ince the time in
which i t was  used, WW2. The only thing that was  a  let-down there was  the extortionate London prices ; a  sandwich was  £5.50.
None the less , i f you l ike the his tory of the war or are intrigued by the l i fe of Winston Churchi l l , i t i s  a  great place to vis i t indeed.
In fact, i t was  worth i t s imply to get out of the heat.
Once we had trawled our way through the corridors  and eventual ly found the exi t to the underground labyrinth, we had a  l i ttle
detour to Downing Street. We couldn’t get in of course, but some did engage in conversation with a  rather joyous  pol iceman. Even
though he had a  pis tol  s trapped to his  thigh and tear gas  at the ready, he seemed l ike a  nice guy, tel l ing us  a l l  about Downing
Street and, thanks  to Katie Rhodes ’ questions , what would happen i f there were to be an attack on No10.
After laughing at a  one man protest to end MI5, we headed to the Houses  of Parl iament, and what fun we had. Upon arriving at
the Education Centre gate, we had to wait a  whi le to be admitted, and in that time we went to the river s ide, and got a  Pol ice
Officer to wave at us ; that was  qui te nice. Once admitted, I  don’t think anyone expected i t to be that, wel l , that tradi tional  in the
sense of archi tecture; i t was , qui te frankly, beauti ful . We had the opportuni ty to s i t in the Strangers  Gal lery and watch over two
new Peers  being appointed to the Lords , and the Publ ic Gal lery, a l lowing us  to look into the Commons  during a  proceeding,
where we spotted Rishi  Sunak, Conservative MP for Richmond.
Once we had a  quiz back in the Education Centre, in which the Conservative Team devastated the Oppos i tion, we hopped back on
the Tube to return to Kings  Cross . At this  point in the day, we had free reign; we could go vi rtua l ly anywhere within the immediate
vicini ty of the tra in s tation. Of course, being touris ts , we went to Platform 9 ¾ for pictures , and then food. The best burger I  ever
had was  at Five Guys  (look to introduction for location).
The day drew to a  close; the tra in journey back up North was  pretty much the same as  going down, ‘Heads  Up’ being over played
once aga in. From being in Hel l i sh heats  in London we returned to a  thunder s torm at home – we knew we were in the North. Al l
in a l l , i t was  a  great trip. A pecul iar feel ing, going to London and back in one day.

Matthew Vickers



Upper Sixth Politics and History
Students visit House of
Commons and Churchill War
Rooms



NEWS

Congratulations to
India Pentland who

won the Great North

Run in her category

at the weekend.

Tom Leeming has earned
our respect and admiration
for saving his father’s life in
the summer holiday when
he suffered an unexpected
heart attack.   He attributes
his understanding of how
to administer CPR to his

training in the CCF.
For his courage and presence of mind, he has
been recommended for an award.

WORLD CUP CHA RIT Y FOOT BA LL MA T CH - 2016

ENGLA ND V  GERMA NY + Rest  of World

Or

BCS St a ff V  In t ern a t ion a l  St u den t s

Frida y  30th Sept em ber 2016

Kick Off: 5.10pm  (a ft er  a ct iv it ies)

V en u e: T op pit ch

Please see NJC (Captain of England) for more details Or Milan (Manager of the Germans/ROW)
to take part.

            In  a id of Bra dley  Lowery , a  5 y ea r old wh o requ ires ca n cer t rea t m en t  in  t h e USA .

£1.00 token m atch fee. All proceeds to go to: My  page: http://uk.v irginmoney giv ing.com/Bradley sFight

Tweets by  @Bradley sfight

Ella Bowen (Yr 10 Bowes) has been
selected to represent an international
U17 squad for netball, travelling to
Singapore at the end of this term to
compete. Congratulations to her.

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/BradleysFight


Year 9 Picasso Pots

In the Trinity Term, Year 9 produced tonal drawings of an animal of their choice.
After learning about Picasso, they abstracted these drawings, reducing them to angular
shapes and blocks of colour. They used their abstract images as the basis for a design to go
on the front of a pot. The pots were built out of slabs of clay and the design drawn on one side
using oxides. Pupils selected a variety of coloured glazes to decorate, then dipped their pots in
a slip to create a shiny finish.

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/BradleysFight


Thought for the day…

The Hygge Way
I have discovered a certain way of living which the Danish embrace fully. Hygge means making a nice
atmosphere and enjoying the good in life with the people you love around you.  Anything you love and
that improves your quality of life is Hygge. So if you love your friends and family – that is Hygge. If you
love eating cake – that’s also Hygge too. Some people may argue that the Danes are considered to be the
happiest people in the world. Although now, Hygge is considered to be Danish, it first originated from
Norway. The word first meant, “well-being” but it was seen later in Danish writing in the 18th century and
the Danish have embraced it ever since. Please read my instalment next to find out how to live the Hygge
way.

Stephanie Schnurr

Durham Library Enlightens Students

On Wednesday, fifteen students in the Lower Sixth went with Mr Butler to have a tour of the Bill Bryson
Library at Durham University.

For many of us, this was our first taste of what studying at a university is like. We were given a guided
tour around the various floors and study areas in the superb library and saw many features that help with
our studying. One of the most interesting parts, as a History student, was the basement where thousands
of old books were kept. But these shelves weren’t your everyday shelves and you could move them
around to get to an aisle you wanted. Also we saw numerous bookcases and study areas to suit a variety
of subjects and tasks and even had the opportunity to work in the library and get a feel of what it feels like
to study at university.

An added bonus to the trip was Mr Butler showing us around his old college, Collingwood. We saw
bedrooms and social areas and even though they were empty with students still enjoying their summer
holidays, it again gave an impression of university life and what it was all about. There were gyms, bars,
pizzerias and cafes on site that must make life as stress free as possible for university students. There was
even a college photo of Mr Butler (he hasn’t changed one bit). He also showed us the colleges around the
castle and the cathedral.

Some of us are considering doing an EPQ as part of our A levels and we can use this facility for work and
research. It will be a perfect space. It also gave us a real taste of university life.

Many thanks must go to Mr Butler and Mr Alderson for taking us and Gen, our guide for showing us
around the library.

Andrew Gedye
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MONDAY MUSIC CONCERTS @ BARNEY

MONDAY 3 OCTOBER / 7.00PM

BIG SCHOOL / Suggested Donation
£8

Young-Choon Park— I

Internationl concert Pianist

MONDAY 7 NOVEMBER / 7.00PM

BIG SCHOOL / Suggested Donation £8

Stephen Dummer—Clarinet

MONDAY 14 NOVEMBER / 7.00PM

BIG SCHOOL / Suggested Donation £8

Piano Duets:

Dr. Antonina Koveva Lax

& Alla Levit-Anderson

of subjects and tasks and even had the opportunity to work in the library and get a feel of what it feels like



M
ak

in
g 

M
us

ic
 H

ap
pe

n 
M

ic
ha

el
m

as
 2

01
6

LUNCHTIME RECITAL

1.05PM

TUESDAY

SEPTEMBER 20th 2016

Big School

YEAR 7 & Year 8

Compete to see who

Sings the Beatles

the BEST!!!

Adjudicator : Mr A STEVENS

Plus an Audience Vote for best class and best
year

Soup and Crusty Bread will be served

All Welcome


