
Headmistress’s News 
 

The Trinity Term is only three days old but we are already back in the swing of things. I am pleased that  

everyone has returned refreshed after the Easter break and keen to make the most of all lessons. The Year 5 and 

6 outdoor pursuits trip departed this morning for Robinwood and all 60 of them were extremely excited to 

begin their adventure.  This will provide an excellent educational opportunity for those taking part; I do hope 

the sunshine holds out for them! 

As a reminder, Monday is a Bank Holiday; however the children should still be in School.  The Art Competition 

will take place on Monday, in which all pupils are involved, and this provides the children with the chance to 

build on techniques they have learned thus far in their lessons. I am very much looking forward to seeing the 

results of their artistic endeavours. Please could all children remember to bring their favourite story book in to 

School on Monday to help with their entry. 

You will have seen from the School calendars that you received on Wednesday that there is plenty ahead to 

challenge the children. Lessons are well underway and activities start from Monday, subject to some disruption 

caused by the forthcoming parent/teacher meetings. 

 
Laura Turner 
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Boarders’ News 
 

It was great to see all of the children return after 

their well deserved Easter break as the house 

seemed far too quiet without the every day noise 

we are used to!  The boarders enjoyed telling us 

all about their holiday and quickly got back into 

the routines of boarding life. 

George has had a great night at Scouts this week 

while the Year 5 and 6 boarders have been  

packing for their first 

residential trip to 

Robinwood.  

We are delighted to 

welcome our new 

Year 3 boarder,  

Benjamin Loughney, 

who has just joined 

us this term. 

 

Mr Killeen 

Are you sitting comfortably? 
 

Last term Year 4 entered a competition entitled 'Once Upon A 

Dream' with the Young Writers Association. They had to write a 

poem about dreams, be it one for the future or one that they  

remember having whilst sleeping.  

I am so proud of them all for the work they did on this, and over 

the holidays lots of the children received notification that their 

poems had been chosen to be published in the book which will be 

released in the summer.  

We look forward to receiving our copy of the book when it comes 

out!  

Final countdown 
 

Year 6 have returned to 

School refreshed after 

the Easter holidays and 

keen to make the most 

of their last term in the 

Prep School.  Many of 

the Year 6 pupils, and 

Year 5s, were excited to 

head off to Robinwood this morning and we wish them all a  

fantastic weekend.  We are looking forward to hearing all about 

their adventures next week. 



Reception step up! 
 

Reception class have been talking about 'Journeys' 

and where we can travel by foot.  In relation to this, 

the children have been estimating distances in terms 

of the number of 'steps'. 

Sowing the seeds 
 

Not perhaps the warmest start to our 

Trinity Term but the Year 3 children 

were undeterred as they sowed their 

radish and rocket seeds this week. A 

fascinating discussion followed as the 

children debated the question, 'What 

if there were no plants?'.  Try it at the 

dinner table! 

What did the Romans ever do for us? 
 

Year 4 launched their weekly investigative Maths 

this week with an exploration of Roman Numerals. 

In pairs, they compared them to our decimal system 

and looked for both similarities and differences between 

them. The children then worked together to explain how 

the Roman system worked before completing Roman  

Numerals equations and filling in a 50 square using the 

numerals. A great way to get their minds working after the 

holiday! 

You shall go to the 

ball! 
 

Year 1 have thoroughly enjoyed looking at the story of 

Cinderella this week. They really enjoyed working in 

teams to make their own plans for a different version of 

the story. They came up with some brilliant ideas and 

enjoyed presenting them to the class. I look forward to 

reading their written stories next week. 

Parent Directory 
 

As most of you will be aware, the Barney 

Friends produce a parent directory each 

year which is very useful for keeping in 

touch with each other.  If you are not  

included in the directory and would like to 

be please ask Mrs Morse for a form.  If you 

are included in the directory but your  

details have changed, please email the  

Barney Friends bf@barneyschool.org.uk 

with the amendments. 

Take cover! 
 

Our link with the British School 

in Tokyo has provided our  

Geography lessons with some 

valuable information this week. 

One of their Year 5 classes sent 

us a video of their earthquake 

drill. Our pupils really  

appreciated learning from other 

children and finding out what it 

is like to live in an earthquake 

zone. Here we are carrying out 

a similar drill.  

Say cheese! 
 

We were lucky to have a sunny afternoon for our 

whole School photograph yesterday.  Order 

forms will be coming shortly.  Looking ahead, we  

have our class photographs on Monday 8th May 

when all children will be required to wear their 

summer uniforms.   

mailto:bf@barneyschool.org.uk


Maths Puzzler 
 

Congratulations to Ned  

Michelin who solved last term’s 

puzzler before many of you will 

have even had chance to read 

the email! You had to put the 

numbers 1-9 in the grid so that 

the difference between  

connected squares (i.e. squares 

joined by a line) is odd. You 

could use each answer once 

only. Ned’s answer is adjacent. 

This week’s puzzle is simple enough - if the answer is 600 

what is the question? Be as creative as you can (don’t just 

put 500+100) it could involve square numbers, prime 

numbers or even time. Try thinking along a word line  

rather than a calculation line, e.g. what number links 10 

hours and 10 minutes?  

As always answers to me by Wednesday to secure your 

place in the annuls of history! 
 

Mr Ayres 

sta@barneyschool.org.uk 

This week, we would like to wish a 
very happy birthday to: 

 
Rhys Jenkins 
Archie Pepper 

 
Best wishes from everyone  

at Prep School! 

Forthcoming Events 
 

April 

Fri 28 Year 5 & 6 Robinwood trip departs, 9:45am 

 Reception & Year 2 Parents Evening, 4pm-7:30pm 

Sun 30 Year 5 & 6 Robinwood trip returns, 3:45pm 

May 

Mon 1 Pre-Prep and House Art Competition 

Tues 2 NSPCC Assembly 

 Y5 Parents Evening, Atkinson Hall, 4:00-7:30pm 

Wed 3 Barney Friends’ Meeting, Clarendon’s, 8:45am 

 Tennis v Durham High: U8 (A), 1:30pm 

 Y4 Parents Evening, Atkinson Hall, 4:00-7:30pm 

Thurs 4 Y1 & Y3 Parents Evening, Atkinson Hall, 4:00-7:30pm 

Fri 5 Rounders v Ashville: U11A, B & C (A), 2pm 

 Cricket v Ashville: U11A & U10A (A), 2pm 

Headmistress’s Commendations: 
 

Megan Brown 

Benjamin Loughney 
 

Well done! 

App of the Week: 
 

Star Chart 
 

Although I have mentioned this app 

before, in light of many of the projects 

completed by Year 4 over the Easter 

break, I thought it might be a nice one 

to look at this weekend! This app  

provides you with a virtual star chart 

in your pocket. Look through the eyes 

of your phone or tablet to see a  

window into the universe. When you 

hold your device up to the sky, Star 

Chart will automatically start tracking 

your movements to match the sky. 

Using the Time Shift feature, you can 

also see how the skies looked 10,000 

years ago! Have fun exploring. 

7 8 1 

2 9 6 

3 4 5 

Year 2 on the map! 
 

Year 2 have just started a new Geography  

project 'An Island Home', studying the Isle of 

Coll in the Hebrides.  The fictional Isle of 

Struay in the Katie Morag stories was based on 

Coll and we have already enjoyed reading about 

her numerous adventures on the island. During 

the topic, we will study island life and compare 

it with our own.  

The children had great fun creating an island 

map and they will be adding to this in the  

coming weeks.  



Trinity Term Activity Programme 

Our action packed lunch time and after school activities for this term will commence next week.  The children 

have been given the options and made their selections.  Below is a list of the activities available this term:- 

* Please note there is a charge for these activities, as follows:   

Yoga £3, Hip Hop £3.50, Ballet £3.50 (or £5.50 for Ballet and Hip Hop), Judo £4, Taekwondo £4 

(all per session) 

 

Children in Years 5 and 6 will write in their homework diaries each Friday when they will be required to attend 

after school play rehearsals for the following week.  

 

If you have any queries about the activity programme, your child’s class teacher will be happy to help. 

  MON TUES WED THURS FRI 

 

BREAK 
  Mixed Netball 

League (Yrs 5&6) 

Mixed Netball 

League (Yrs 5&6) 

 

Brass Group 

 

Mixed Netball 

League (Yrs 5&6) 

 

Woodwind 

  

  

  

  

LUNCH 

TIME 

Year 5 & 6 Play 

Rehearsal 

 

Harmony Choir 

 

Yoga  

(Rec-Y2) 

 

Science Club 

(Rec-Yr 2) 

 

Mindfulness 

(Yrs 3&4) 

 

MangaHigh 

(Yrs 5&6) 

 

Rounders  

(Yrs 3&4) 

 

Year 5 & 6 Play 

Rehearsal 

 

Tennis  

(Yrs 3&4) 

 

Hip Hop (all) 

 

Lego (Yrs 2&3) 

 

Construction 

(Rec & Yr 1) 

 

Year 5 & 6 Play 

Rehearsal 

 

Orchestra 

 

Yoga (Yrs 3-6) 

 

School Council 

 

Curiosity Club 

(Yrs 1&2) 

 

Fitness Fun Time 

(Rec-Yr 2) 

 

Year 5 & 6 Play 

Rehearsal 

 

Mindfulness  

(Rec-Yr 2) 

 

Mixed Cricket 

(Yrs 3&4) 

 

Rounders  

(Yrs 5&6) 

 

Magic Club  

(Rec-Yr 2) 

Year 5 & 6 Play 

Rehearsal 

 

Junior Choir  

(Yrs 3&4) 

 

Mindfulness  

(Yrs 5&6) 

 

Violins 

 

Puzzle Club 

(Rec-Yr 2) 

  

  

  

  

  

AFTER 

SCHOOL 

 

Year 5 & 6 Play 

Rehearsal 

 

Hardball  

Cricket (Yr 6) 

 

Art (Yr 6) 

 

Ball Skills  

(Yrs 1&2) 

 

German Club 

(Yrs 3&4) 

Year 5 & 6 Play 

Rehearsal 

 

Ballet (all) 

 

Judo  

(Yrs 4-6) 

 

Athletics  

(Yrs 5&6) 

 

Art (Yr 5) 

 

Gardening Club 

(Yrs 3-6) 

 

Art (Rec-Yr 2) 

 

Year 5 & 6 Play 

Rehearsal 

 

Girls’ Football 

(Yrs 5&6) 

 

Art (Yrs 3&4) 

 

Sewing (Yrs 2&3) 

 

Sewing  

(Rec & Yr 1) 

 

Strings 

Year 5 & 6 Play 

Rehearsal 

 

Squash (Yr 4) 

 

Computing  

(Yrs 5&6) 

 

Athletics  

(Yrs 3&4) 

 

Pre-Prep Choir 

(Rec-Yr 2) 

 

Chapel Choir 
5:15pm by invitation 

Year 5 & 6 Play 

Rehearsal 

 

Softball Cricket 

(Yrs 5&6) 

 

Taekwondo 

(Yrs 2-6) 


